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NPS Focus Digital Library & Research Station is a ‘one-stop’ information service NPS Focus search targets 
 for searching and finding digital resources by and about the National Park Service.   
NPS Digital Library collections:  
 TThe Focus Digital Library component of system launches the NPS enterprise 
Civil War Heritage Collection image management server and makes available a growing collection of  Facilities Management  Assets digital content, including photos, reports, drawings, maps, and GIS images.   Fire Management Program Ctr 

 HABS-HAER Historic Buildings 
The Focus Research Station component provides searching across diverse   Public Affairs Image Library 
categories of information resources (library catalogs, image databases, GIS, Social Science Program reports 
websites) distributed on multiple platforms managed by different system owners. Spanish/Indian Mission Records 

Submerged Resources Center 
 
(+ non-NPS image collections) 
 
NPS citation databases: 
 
NPS Civil War Bibliography 
NPS Cultural Resources Bibliogr 
NPS-DSC Technical Info Ctr 
NPS-GIS data sets & imagery 
NPS NatureBib  
NPS Journal Indexes (Courier) 
NPS Voyager Library Catalog 
 
(+ non-NPS library catalogs) 
 
Websites (more to come): 
 
Nps.gov (public website) 
InsideNPS (NPS Intranet) 
State Park websites 
 

 

NPS Focus is managed by
the Digital Information  
Services Program,  
National Information  
Systems Center (NISC), 
Office of the Chief  
Information Officer 
 

http://npsfocus.nps.gov 
http://focus.inside.nps.gov
 

Contact: 
 

NPS_Focus@nps.gov
  

  
Features 

• Search from one point across a choice of NPS and partner systems 
• Users may browse digital content by subject or park 
• Image Server manages reports, drawings, pictures, maps, GIS imagery 
• Users can zoom, pan, change image size and format on the fly or  

download an image to high resolution TIFF for printing and publication 
• Images are very fast-loading and require low bandwidth since they are  

compressed and served with client-server caching 
• Records can be selected and exported as bibliographies or Excel files 
• Public view of sensitive information may be applied at the record level 
• Upload and attach images to enhance budget requests 
• Users may discover and download images for presentations or  

management and interpretive reports 
 

Technical Specifications 
NPS Focus integrates two systems: Blue Angel Technologies MetaStar for handling 
metadata management and search gateway functions; and, LizardTech Inc. 
ExpressServer for image management.  Both components are state-of-the-art and 
based on open standards including all national metadata standards, XML, XSL, 
ANSI Z39.50, and SOAP Messaging. 
 
Benefit to the Service and Public 
From one place on the Web, NPS staff and public can access park or program  
information across multiple systems using a common search interface. 

 
• Search and use text and images to develop 

management reports and interpretive presentations 
 

• Display Civil War Monuments and National Register 
of Historic Places images and documents. 

  
• Documenting disasters – before & after images  

http://focus.inside.nps.gov/
mailto:NPS_Focus@nps.gov


The National Park Service (NPS) Library Information Center 

 

NPS VOYAGER Online Library Catalog (http://www.library.nps.gov) DID YOU KNOW? 
 

 Implemented with state-of-the-art Voyager library software (also used by Library of Congress, etc.) 
 

 Over a third of NPS regional office, service center and park libraries have contributed record sets *  
 

 Currently contains catalog records for 199,075 distinct titles, representing 345,798 library holdings 
 

 Can also be searched alongside myriad other NPS databases & Web resources via NPS Focus system 
 

 Supported by the OCIO-National Information Systems Center (NISC), NPS Library Program 
 

       [ *  to view participating libraries, click SET SEARCH LIMITS button on the BASIC search page, open 
LOCATION picklist] 

 
 

Web-based Reference Services  (http://www.library.nps.gov) DID YOU KNOW? 
 

 Request research assistance from NPS librarians using the Ask-a-Librarian (QuestionPoint) 
service 

 
 Submit interlibrary loan requests to DSC, HFC, regional and selected park libraries (limited to 

those with professional librarians on staff, e.g., GLAC, GRCA, SAFR, YELL) using Ask-a-Librarian 
service  
 

 Search across multiple information resources and formats from one place using one interface 
using the NPS Focus Digital Library & Research Station (separate public and staff versions available) 

 
 Link to websites and more research databases hosted by NPS regional, service center & park 

libraries 
 

 For an overview of all NPS Library Program products and services, see 
http://inside.nps.gov/library 
 

http://www.library.nps.gov/
http://www.library.nps.gov/
http://inside.nps.gov/library


 

Technical Information Center       National Park Service 
Denver Service Center        U.S. Department of the Interior 
 
 

TECHNICAL INFORMATION CENTER (TIC) 
• supports park infrastructure 

 rehabilitation 
 maintenance 
 replacement 

• provides information 
 manage park resources 
 maintains archival record 

• preservation 
 disaster recovery 

• allows easy access 
 database index record 
 digital image 

CENTRAL REPOSITORY DELIVERY OPTIONS 
• planning documents 
• design and construction 

documents 
• technical reports 

• FTP electronic file 
• DVD 
• CD-ROM 
• paper copy 

INFORMATION ON FILE 
• 2,000,000 digital images 
• 1,000,000 

engineering/architectural 
drawing sets 

• 300,000 photographs and slides 

• 85,000 technical reports  
• 2,000 aerial photos 
• electronic files—CAD, GIS, 

PDF, TIFF 
 

• videos and film 
• bibliographic database (printouts 

or electronic files provided of 
park records as requested) 

HOW TIC INFORMATION IS USED   
• identify NPS plans for use as 

models or standards for new 
projects 

• discover ideas used to solve 
similar planning and design 
problems 

• obtain NPS concessionaire 
information and plans 

• develop descriptions of the 
cultural and natural context of a 
site, e.g., cultural landscapes 

• aid in disaster recovery—e.g., 
rebuilding a damaged 
structure or landscape 

• familiarize an NPS customer 
with a facility under 
consideration for lease 

• increase public understanding 
of NPS resources 

• provide research material to 
professional and amateur 
writers 

•  furnish plans to builders of 
scale models 

•  supply historical information to 
readers of history  

•  help legal researchers obtain 
documentation of how things 
were done in the past 

•  provide general research for 
resource management and park 
planning 

HOW TO CONTACT TIC 
Mailing address: 

Technical Information Center 
National Park Service, DSC 
PO Box 25287 
Denver, Colorado  80225-0287 

Location: 
12795 W. Alameda Parkway 
Lakewood, Colorado  80228 

Telephone: 303-969-2130 
FAX: 303-969-2557 
E-mail: TIC–Requests@nps.gov 
Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:30 

 
 





The National Park Service cares for 
special places saved by 
the American people 

so that all may experience 
our heritage.



• Yellowstone, established 
in 1872, is the first 
National Park in the 
world

• National Parks are called 
America’s best idea

• The National Park 
Service was created in 
1916

• One of the 8 Bureaus of 
the Department of the 
Interior



…the National Park Service cares for 389 National Parks in    
49 states, the District of Columbia, Guam, American Samoa, 
Puerto Rico & the Virgin Islands...



While the National Park 
Service is perhaps best 
known for Park Rangers...



…and caring for western wilderness parks 
where millions of Americans and 
international visitors head for memorable 
family vacations…

Yellowstone National Park, WyomingYellowstone National Park, Wyoming



Places where you can walk 
the battlefield that changed 
the tide of the Civil War…

Gettysburg National Military Park, Pennsylvania



Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historic Site, Georgia

…or learn about the man who 
made civil rights a reality.



Places that help 
us remember 
the pain…

Andersonville National Historic Site, Georgia



…the people…

Lincoln Memorial, Washington, D.C.



…and the places that forged 
the American character.

Fort Clatsop National Memorial, Oregon



Places that help us learn from ancient 
civilizations...

Mesa Verde National Park, Colorado



…and get away from civilization altogether.

Grand Canyon National Park, Arizona



Places with faces –

Channel Islands National Park, California

Yellowstone National Park, Wyoming

Mount Rushmore National Memorial, South Dakota

historical, 
curious

and furious…



…and wide open spaces.

Great Smoky Mountains National Park, Tennessee & North Carolina



Ellis Island National Monument
New York

Statue of Liberty National Monument
New York

Places that inspire us…



…and places that give 
us stories to tell.

Virgin Islands National Park, Virgin Islands



Places in big cities...

Washington Monument, Lincoln Memorial
Washington, D.C.

Jefferson National Expansion Memorial, 

St. Louis, Missouri



…and small towns.

Saint-Gaudens National Historic Site, 

Cornish, New Hampshire

Hopewell Furnace National Historic Site, 
Elverson, Pennsylvania



The National Park System

389 National Parks that preserve the authentic 
places where real things happened

- Over 78+ million acres

Where visitors – and virtual visitors – can create 
meaningful experiences 

- 272+ million recreation visits in 2006
- 1,000,000 Web visits daily to NPS.gov

Where the National Park Service guarantees these 
places and opportunities are here today and in the 
future

- 20,000 permanent, temporary & seasonal 
employees and 125,000 volunteers working to 
protect this heritage for the people of the US



So What does the National Park Service 
have that people want…what do they 
contact us for?

341+ park brochures and handbooks currently in print



Exploring the National Park Service via 
www.nps.gov

Website 
averages about  
1 million visits a 
day

One of the more 
popular Federal 
websites

The most popular 
NPS website and 
sometimes the 
most visited 
Federal website 
is the Old Faithful 
Webcam at 
Yellowstone 
National Park



Individual Park Webpages

www.nps.gov/
romo

Smallest: 
Thaddeus 
Kosciuszko
NMem, PA –
.02 acre

Largest:   
Wrangell-St. Ellias
NPark & 
Preserve, AK –

13.3 million acres



For Teachers, students and life-long 
learners

www.nps.gov/ 
learn/home.htm



www.nps.gov/
webrangers

For Children and the young at heart



History and Culture

www.cr.nps. 
gov



Natural Resources

www.nature.
nps.gov



News

www.nps.gov/news
/index.htm



www.library.nps.gov

Library Services
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