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Military Newspapers:  Historical 
Background

• Military newspapers have played an important 
role in U.S. military history and the military 
history of other countries

• These newspapers can be published by military 
services, individual military units, and national 
defense departments.

• Military periodicals and journals may be 
published by military agencies, commercial and 
nonprofit scholarly publishers, and service 
interest groups e.g. United States Army 
Association, Navy League of the United States



Prominent U.S. Military 
Newspapers

• Stars and Stripes-published World War I to 
present

• Army Times-published 1940-present
• Background reading:  Military Periodicals:  

United States and Selected International 
Journals and Newspapers. Michael 
Unsworth, ed. Greenwood Press, 1990.



Unsworth Observation

• “Despite their long history, American 
military journals have rarely received 
attention from the scholarly or 
bibliographic communities.” p. xiii



Reasons for this presentation

• Internet makes widespread access to 
military newspapers easier

• Many U.S. military military newspapers are 
accessible on the web

• These newspapers provide text, pictorial, 
and, in some cases, audio and video 
content.



• These newspapers present information on 
activities of individual units at domestic 
military bases and on their activities in 
combat zones such as Afghanistan and 
Iraq.

• Military newspapers can be subject to 
censorship depending on local security 
environments and evolving political and 
military conditions.



• Military newspapers can provide soldiers 
personalized and on location perspectives 
about area conditions and activities not 
provided in official government reports or 
reports provided by mainstream print or 
electronic media organizations e.g. 
magazines, newspapers, radio, television 
networks etc. 



Web-based military newspapers 
gateways

• Digital Video and Imagery Distribution 
System (DVIDS) www.dvidshub.net/

• U.S. Central Command

http://www.dvidshub.net/
http://www.centcom.mil/


Sample Web-Based Military 
Newspapers

• Anaconda Times (13th Sustainment
Command Public (Expeditionary)

• Band of Brothers (101st Airborne)
• Coalition Bulletin (Central Command)
• Defense and Security Highlights 

Afghanistan (Combined Security 
Command Transition-Afghanistan)

http://www.dvidshub.net/?script=pubs/pubs_show.php&id=12&name=Anaconda%20Times
http://www.dvidshub.net/?script=pubs/pubs_show.php&id=40&name=Band%20of%20Brothers%20Magazine
http://www.centcom.mil/sites/uscentcom1/CoalitionPages/Coalition Main Page.aspx
http://www.dvidshub.net/?script=pubs/pubs_show.php&id=58&name=Defense%20and%20Security&20Highlights,%20Afghanistan
http://www.dvidshub.net/?script=pubs/pubs_show.php&id=58&name=Defense%20and%20Security&20Highlights,%20Afghanistan
http://www.dvidshub.net/?script=pubs/pubs_show.php&id=58&name=Defense%20and%20Security&20Highlights,%20Afghanistan


Sample Web-Based Military 
Newspapers

• Desert Voice (Third Army Coalition Forces 
Land Component)

• Striker Torch (2nd Brigade Combat Team 
Forward-Camp Liberty, Iraq)

http://www.dvidshub.net/?script=pubs/pubs_show.php&id=1&name=Desert%20Voice
http://www.dvidshub.net/?script=pubs/pubs_show.php&id=66&name=Striker%20Torch
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Benefits of Web-Based Military 
Newspapers

• Get first-hand perspectives of soldiers in 
peacetime and wartime conditions

• Learn how soldiers respond to daily 
working situations and stresses of combat

• Learn about accomplishments of soldiers 
that are not reported in traditional print and 
electronic media sources



Benefits of Web-Based Military 
Newspapers

• Informing library users of these resources 
enables them to gain enhanced 
understanding of how soldiers live and 
what they are experiencing.



• Learn about accomplishments and 
setbacks experienced by U.S. military 
personnel in peace and wartime settings

• Learn about statistical benchmarks e.g. 
Iraq reconstruction less likely to be 
reported in standard media

• Learn about military efforts to promote 
cultural awareness of countries where 
U.S. forces are stationed, serve, and fight.



• Gaining enhanced understanding and 
appreciation for the work U.S. soldiers do 
and the conditions they must sometimes 
work under in hostile environments.

• Gaining the opportunity to view U.S. 
soldiers and individual men and women 
instead of remote and abstract figures 
serving thousands of miles away.
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