
JUDITH M. PAYNE is Secretary of the South Dakota 
Department of Transportation.  Payne came to South 
Dakota state government in 1981 when she was appointed 
Deputy Secretary of Revenue, a position she held until she 
was appointed Secretary of Revenue in 1986.  In 1985, 
during her tenure in the Department of Revenue, she also 
served as Acting Director of the Division of Motor 
Vehicles.  In 1987, Payne was appointed State Risk 
Manager and Executive Director of the Public Entity Pool 
for Liability, positions she held until her current 

appointment in 2005.  From 2003 to 2005, Payne also served as Litigation and 
Legal Services Manager for the Governor.  Payne graduated with honors from 
Dakota State University with a bachelor’s degree in business administration.  She 
and her husband, Dennis Doerr, reside in Pierre and have five grown daughters. 
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