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INTRODUCTION

The U. S. Geologica Survey isrequired by Congress (under Public Law 86-509)
to provide Locatable Mineral Reportsto the U. S. Forest Service whenever National
Forest System lands are sold or exchanged. Thisvolume isacompilation of the reports
already provided to the Forest Service by the author in fiscal years 2000 an 2001.
Altogether, the reports describe the geology and resource potential of 74 properties
covering considerably more than 14,267.6 acresin nine National Forests and one National
Grassand.

Locatable Mineral Reports provide a summary of geology and mineral resource
information and a subjective appraisal of the mineral resource potential for land parcels
considered for exchange. Information in each report is based on areview of library and
file resources, the professional expertise of the writer, and interviews with other
knowledgeable geoscientists. Site visits are conducted only where it is deemed
necessary--only two days of field investigations support the reports included in this
volume. The mineral resource information provided is used in making relative
comparisons of the potential future mineral value of lands being offered in an exchange
and in appraising the value of the land. Future mineral valueis subjectively expressed in
three-tier nomenclature of “high,” “moderate,” and “low.” In general, “high” indicates
that a proven mineral deposit is present on the property or adjacent to it, or it is strongly
suspected that the area has been mineralized. “Moderate” is applied to lands where
mineralization is only suspected or where the area shares some of the same geologic
characteristics common to areas around proven deposits. “Low” appliesto all remaining
areas, with the understanding that the information necessary to confirm that thereis no
future mineral potential israrely available. The reports contained in this volume have not
been formally reviewed, but appropriate scientists informally review them before
submission to the Forest Service. Copies of the reportsresidein U.S. Geological Survey

Mineral Resource Program and U.S. Forest Service files.



Most recent land exchanges are proposed for mutual convenience to gather both
Federal and private lands into manageable blocks. Some are proposals by Towns,
Counties, and States to enhance the "common good". Others are motivated by ranchers to
improve their grazing lands and efficiency of their operations. Many recent land
exchange offers are directed toward acquisition of public landsin high-value recreation
areas (such as ski areas). The potential for litigation, controversy, and politics is much
higher when land exchanges involve "high-value real estate”" than when exchanges
involve common grazing lands. Hence, locatable mineral reports must be reliable enough

to withstand scrutiny of litigants vying for "high-stakes' real estate.

Sixteen reports are included in thisvolume. They are grouped by State, then
chronologically by report date by Forest. Each starts with a cover letter and title page.
Geologic descriptions of properties, their mineral potential, and references comprise the
main body of each report. Legal descriptions (either verbatim or paraphrased from
descriptions supplied by the Forest Service) of the property locations are given either
before the main body of the report oar as attachments designated Exhibits A and B;
figuresfollow. Figures, normally photocopies of cited references, are provided only for

the convenience of the Forest Service minerals examiner--they have not been redrafted.
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