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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The agency was created by the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA), or what is more commonly known as “Superfund” legislation. Congress generated this legislation as part of its response to two highly publicized and catastrophic events of the late 1970s:
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
To give you a perspective on how we fit into the federal hierarchy, the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry is one of 12 agencies making up the Department of Health and Human Services.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
ATSDR works very closely with the EPA other federal agencies that may be familiar to you, such as the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, or CDC, which is also based in Atlanta. In fact, the director of CDC is also the administrator of ATSDR.



Mission
• To prevent exposure and adverse 

human health effects and 
diminished quality of life 
associated with exposure to 
hazardous substances from 
waste sites, unplanned releases, 
and other sources of pollution 
present in the environment.



Goals
• Evaluate human health risks from toxic sites and 

releases and conduct timely, responsive public 
health actions.

• Determine the relationship between exposure to 
toxic substances and disease.

• Develop and provide reliable, understandable 
information for affected communities and 
stakeholders.

• Build and enhance effective partnerships.

• Foster a quality work environment at ATSDR.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
ATSDR implements the health-related provisions of the Superfund legislation. ATSDR’s five primary goals are:



- To evaluate human health risks from toxic sites and releases and conduct timely, responsive public health actions



-To determine the relationship between exposure to toxic substances and disease



-To develop and provide reliable, understandable information for affected communities and stakeholders.



-To build and enhance effective partnerships.



-To foster a quality work environment at ATSDR.



Site Specific Evaluations

• Public Health Advisories

• Public Health Assessments

• Health Consultations

• Exposure Investigations

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Site-specific activities include public health advisories, public health assessments, health consultations, and exposure investigations. These activities are conducted in consultation with the affected communities.



Past ATSDR Involvement

• Preliminary Public Health 
Assessment in 1988                          

• Site Review & Update on Wyckoff 
Operable Unit in 1993                       

• Public Health Assessment on 
Harbor OUs in  Partnership with 
WDOH 1992- 1994



Why is ATSDR Involved 
Now?

• EPA requested a Health 
Consultation for the Wyckoff/ 
Eagle Harbor Superfund Site 
- To evaluate current and future uses 

of the site
- To determine if potential public 

health issues exist from real or 
possible human exposure to toxic 
material exist.



Health Consultation

Provide advice on public health 
issues related to real or 
possible human exposure to 
toxic material.

Make recommendations to 
protect the public's health.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
An in-depth ATSDR evaluation of available data and information on the release of a hazardous substance into the environment is called a public health assessment. These evaluations are used to assess possible past, current, and future effects of hazardous materials from a site on public health.





Health Consultations 
Assist in determining:

• Whether actions are needed to reduce 
exposure to hazardous substances

• Whether additional information is 
needed

• How to respond to community 
concerns

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Public health assessments assist in determining:



Whether any actions are needed to reduce human exposure to hazardous substances from a facility



Whether additional information on human exposure and associated health risks is needed, and, equally important,



How to respond to community concerns about a hazardous waste site.



Data Used to Develop a 
Health Consultation

• Environmental Data

• Health Data

• Community Health Concerns

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Examples of community concerns are listed on one of the fax sheets

Is it safe to use the beach, swim, eat fish or shellfish, etc.



Actions Resulting from 
Health Consultations

• Further work by ATSDR and/or 
State Health Department

• Better information for residents 
living near sites

• EPA and/or ECOLOGY action 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Public health assessments can generate a variety of follow on activities. They may lead to, exposure studies, better information for residents living near hazardous waste sites, or action by the Environmental Protection Agency such as the relocation of residents.



Health Investigations

Presenter
Presentation Notes
ATSDR also conducts scientific investigations of exposed people to help determine the actual and potential health effects of exposure to hazardous substances. These health studies also define health problems that require further inquiry using tools such as health surveillance or epidemiologic studies. Through either cooperative agreements or grants from ATSDR, most health studies are conducted by state health departments. 



Types of Health Studies

• Exposure Studies

• Cluster Investigation Studies

• Disease and Symptom 
Prevalence Studies

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Three basic types of health studies are conducted in the field:



In exposure studies, biological indicators such as blood or urine samples, are used to see whether exposure to a particular hazardous material can be established.



Cluster investigation studies are conducted to determine if a rate of reported illness (such as cancer) in a community is higher than expected, and if so, to investigate possible environmental causes.



Disease- and symptom-prevalence studies determine the rates of health problems (diseases and symptoms) among people who live near a potentially hazardous site to determine if there should be further investigation of environmental causes.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The priority list is used to determine substances for which toxicological profiles are developed.  These profiles characterize environmental, toxicologic, and health effects information pertaining to specific hazardous substances. The profiles also identify significant gaps in knowledge about a specific substance and serve to initiate further research when needed.  ATSDR has developed more than 150 profiles on nearly 800 different substances.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another valuable resource for learning more about environmental health and the work of ATSDR is the agency’s Internet website.  The address is www.atsdr.cdc.gov. 



QUESTIONS?
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