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Abstract

An assessment of field-scale variation and the characterization of correlated crop response are the
first steps in evaluating the potential for variable-rate technologies and other techniques used in site-
specific management (SSM). The responses of sugar beets to salinity and to residual and applied soil
N were studied at sites in California’s Imperial and San Joaquin Valleys to evaluate the potential of
electromagnetic induction (EMI) techniques for SSM. Electromagnetic induction was used to create
geo-referenced assessments of apparent soil electrical conductivipyaiitiorrelated soil properties
in salt-affected fields in the Imperial (IV) and San Joaquin (SJV) Valleys. Soils at the two sites were
primarily fine, smectitic (calcareous) thermic, vertic Torifluvents and Fluvequents, respectively. Two
crops were grown in the IV and one in the SJV. Root and gross sugar yields were evaluated at field
scale using a yield monitor and in subplots centered on soil sampling locations chosen using ESAP-95
(v. 2.01) software that were harvested by hand. Average subplot root yields differed from field-scale
averages derived from the yield monitor by less than 4% for all three crops. In the IV field, average
salinity increased with depth, indicating leaching of salts. The natural logs of electrical conductivity
of the saturation paste extract (B@nd saturation percentage (SP) were strongly correlated with
measured EC(r =0.97 and =0.86, respectively) and nitrate was moderately correlated (55).

Root and sugar yields declined at the higher salinity levels from 18.0 to 8.0mhgTae SJV site
was poorly drained and leaching was not apparent.\#43 strongly correlated with EGr = 0.94),
but SP was notr(=0.20). Gross sugar yields apparently were influenced by SP rather than.by EC

Abbreviations:EC,, apparent soil electrical conductivity; E@lectrical conductivity of the saturation extract;
EMI, electromagnetic induction; GIS, geographic information system; GPS, global positioning systems; SSM,
site specific management; IV, Imperial Valley; SJV, San Joaquin Valley
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and varied from 2.9 to 14.1 mg hla Where crop growth and yield are influenced by salinity, EMI is
useful for estimating optimum fertilizer N application rates and for identifying areas of the field that
will have unprofitable yields. Irrigation might be withheld from these areas and the water saved for
other beneficial uses.

© 2004 Published by Elsevier B.V.
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1. Introduction

Site-specific management (SSM) is the attempt to improve crop production by man-
aging diversity at the field-scale using new data collection and information management
technologiesRlant, 200). These include systematic soil and model-based sampling, yield
monitoring, remote sensing, and spatially oriented data analysis technigigese(and
Nowak, 1999; NRC, 1997 There are many uncertainties about the use and value of these
technologiesincluding (i) how accurately significant soil or crop properties can be measured,
(ii) whether accurate interpolation from those measurements can be MeBeagney and
Pringle, 1999; Shatar and McBratney, 1998i) whether sufficient variation is present at
the scale of interest, (iv) whether that variation is of agronomic use and can be managed with
the equipment available, and (v) whether SSM will be economically worthwikige¢e and
Nowak, 1999; Bullock et al., 1998; Lowenberg-Deboor and Boehlje, 1996

Work on SSM originated in the Midwest region of the United States and most of the
work that has been carried out to date has been done there, particularly on corn, soybean,
and sugar beet fields. Some of the most successful applications of SSM reported so far
may involve sugar beet productioR¢itmeir et al., 1999; Cattanach et al., 12%emotely
sensed crop images of preceding wheat crops were used successfully to reduce variation in
sugar beet yields following the wheat. Different areas in the field with varying residual N
fertility were identified from images of the wheat crop and subsequently sampledto 1.5min
depth. Soil test N levels were used to variably apply fertilizer N to the following beet crop.
Sugar yields were made more uniform and higher on average than in neighboring fields
managed uniformly. The success of this approach to sugar beet fertility management was
based on the existence of different levels of residual N within a field that were identified
accurately and then managed using a traditional input (N fertilizer). Crop response to N
variation is understood and has economic effects: sugar concentrations are reduced when
N availability is too greatHlills and Ulrich, 197). More concisely, the variation had an
interpretable structur€jotaway et al., 1997&nd was responsive to traditional management
practices.

The use of SSM in the arid Southwest is more recent. There are several important
differences between the irrigated agriculture practiced in the Southwest and the rain-fed,
temperate agriculture of the Midwest. Most important is the use of irrigation. Water is
provided more or less in a timely and sufficient manner to crops and the severe effects
of periodic drought are eliminatetluggins and Alderfer (1995ported that 67% of the
variation in yield across years and sites in a long-term trial in the Midwest was due to
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temporal variation, compared to 10-15% due to spatial variation within the field. Because
of irrigation, a larger amount of variation may be correlated with spatial variation in fields.
Rather than drought, moisture-related yield effects are due more to non-uniformity, which
is a combination of irrigation technology and soil properties, including texture, drainage,
and salinity. Erosion is less of a concern because most irrigated fields are leveled. Other
important differences include a wider range of crops produced than in the Midwest, and in
some locations salinity is a problem.

One of the ways to determine field-scale variation of soil physical and chemical properties
is geo-referenced measurements of apparent soil electrical conductijffRB@ades et al.,
1999a,b; Corwin and Lesch, 2003; Corwin et al., 200Sail EG; has been used frequently
to characterize field variability for application to precision agricultueg/Qes et al., 1993,
1995; Sudduth et al., 1995; Kitchen et al., 1999; Corwin and Lesch,)2G@®-referenced
soil EG; measurements have been shown to provide a means to identify edaphic factors
influencing crop yieldCorwin et al., 2003a However, the correlation between crop yield
and EG may be inconsistent because of interactions with other soil properties, seasonal
variation, and management factors that confound the influence of a single state variable such
as EG (Corwin et al., 2003p Field-scale yield variation has not been widely characterized
in the SouthwesPlant et al. (1999%valuated the performance of wheat in California’s San
Joaquin ValleyCorwin et al. (2003bjound that leaching fraction, salinity (ECelectrical
conductivity of the saturation extract), saturation percentage (SP), available water, and pH
accounted for roughly 60% of the yield variation for seed cotton in a 32.4-ha field in the
SJV.Plant et al. (2000have evaluated the relationship between remote sensing, soil salinity,
and cotton yield.

In California’s Imperial and San Joaquin Valleys, horticultural and perennial crops in-
creasingly are planted on better, more uniform soils. But the most responsive locations to
SSM will likely be those with the largest amount of variation, where lower valued field
crops tend to be produced. In general, crop responses under these conditions are less well
understood than on better soils, and are less predictably responsive to mana@enveitt (

1992; Corwin et al., 2003bSite-specific management techniques might be of use, but their
successful adoption may be dependent on poorly characterized crop response.

Sugar beets are a salt-tolerant crop that are grown frequently in salt-affected fields. Yield
declines above an E®f approximately 7 dS mt but plants are more sensitive as seedlings
(Maas, 199D Most salttolerance data have been established using small plots where salinity
was the primary factor varied. Typically salt was applied to a non-saline f&#idlfevet,

19949). Farm fields usually differ from these conditions. In fields a number of soil chemical
and physical properties are linked to salinity, but may change across the field at varying
rates Kaffka et al., 1999 Others may not be correlated at all or vary due to management.

An assessment of field-scale variation and the characterization of correlated crop re-
sponse are the first steps in evaluating the potential for variable rate technologies and other
techniques used in SSM. The responses of sugar beets to salinity, and to residual and applied
soil N were studied at sites in California’s Imperial and San Joaquin Valleys. The objectives
of this study were: (i) to investigate the complex relationship between geo-referenged EC
measurements, correlated soil properties, and crop yield (specifically sugar beets) on salt-
affected soils and (ii) to evaluate the use of geo-referenceght&#asurements as a way to
apply site specific management technology, including yield and profit estimation.
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Fig. 1. Map of California showing the location of the San Joaquin Valley and Imperial Valley field sites.

2. Materials and methods
2.1. Description of the study sites

Two farm fields planted with sugar beets were identified in regions of California that
have salt-affected soils. One was in the Imperial Valley (IV) near Brawley, the other was
located in the western San Joaquin Valley (SJV) near Stratfogd {andTable J). The IV
site was furrow irrigated. It is underlain with a series of tile drain lines at approximately 2m
in depth. Two sugar beet crops, rotated with winter wheat, were studied. The first crop was
grown on approximately 60% of the field (34 ha), regarded as the more productive portion,
while the second crop was produced on the entire 58-ha field. The SJV site was located
along the western edge of the old Tulare Lake bed and was underlain with tile drains at a

Table 1

Field management information
Imperial Valley (1V), lat: Kings County (KC), lat: 36.17469370,
33.02247818, long-115.38786397 long: —119.86119920

Area (ha) 33.6/58 60

Soil type (s) Imperial-Glenbar silty clay loam and ~ Wellbank clay: fine, silty, mixed (cal-
Imperial clay loam: fine, smectitic, careous), thermic, aeric Fluvequent;
(calcareous), hypothermic vertic Tori- Houser clay: fine, smectiitc (calcare-
fluvent ous) thermic, vertic Fluvequent

Planting date 19 September 1998; 20 September 5 November 1998
2000

Harvest date 22-23 May 1999, 1-6 June 2001 9-15 September 1999

Fertilization (kg N/ha) 225 112
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depth of 1.1 m. It lies in a region with some of the most saline-sodic soils used for crop
production in California. It was sprinkler irrigated. Details about planting, harvest, and crop
management are summarizedlable 1

2.2. Intensive Egsurvey

Both mobile EMI and fixed-array resistivity equipment provide maps of 8@t can be
used to direct soil sampling for the purpose of characterizing the spatial variability of those
soil properties that influence the E@easurementesch et al., 2000; Corwin and Lesch,
2003; Corwin et al., 20033} At the IV site, the initial intensive E£Lsurvey was conducted
in August 1998 following a pre-plant irrigation to bring the study site to field capacity but be-
fore field preparation and planting. Pre-irrigation also facilitates salinity assesdmenh(
etal., 1995a; Rhoades, 1992; Rhoades et al., 1999b; Corwin et al., 2003 bixed-array
electrodes were set to measure;E€a depth of 1.2—1.5m. Mobile EMI equipment mea-
sures soil to approximately the same depth. Each B€asurement was geo-referenced
using a GPS. In August 2000, the entire field at the IV site was surveyed, including the
portion previously assessed in 1998. At the IV site in 2000, 1255 EMI measurements were
collected Fig. 2a). At the SJV site, 3179 EQneasurements were taken across the 58-ha
study areaFig. 2b).

Imperial Valley EMv Survey Westlake Wenner ECa Survey

(urverse distance weighted interpolation of 1255 EMV measurements) (inverse distance weighted interpolation of 317¢ ECa measurements)
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Fig. 2. Maps of EG surveys of (a) IV site where EpM(0—1.6 m) was mapped (irrigation water flowed from east
to west) and (b) SJV site where E@-1.1 m) was mapped.
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2.3. Soil sampling design and sample collection

Once the intensive ECsurvey was conducted at each site, the ESAP-95 (v. 2.01)
software package developed bgsch et al. (1995a,b, 200@)as used with EE survey
data to select the locations where soil cores were taken. Using a model-based sampling
strategy, soil sample locations were selected that reflected the observed variatiof in EC
while simultaneously maximizing the spatial uniformity of the sampling design across the
study areaKig. 2a and b). A detailed discussion of the application of a model-based sam-
pling strategy using E£survey data can be found iresch et al. (1995band Lesch (this
issue).

At both the SJV and IV sites, soil cores were taken with a Giddings drill rig. In 1998,
cores at the IV site were taken at 0.45-m increments to a depth of 1.8 m. In fall 1999,
cores were taken to 1 m in depth at 0.3-m increments, while in 2001 after harvest samples
were collected to 1.8 m in 0.3-m increments. At the SJV site, cores were taken at 0.3-m
increments to a depth of 1.5 m. Cores could not be taken at the 1.5-1.8 m because the water
table in the SJV field fluctuated between 1.5 and 1.8 m. The soil sample at this depth was
saturated, causing it to run out of the core tube before reaching the soil surface. At each
sampling, one set of core samples was taken at the 1V site, while two sets were taken at the
SJV site. The duplicate cores were taken within 7.5—-10 cm of one another. One set of soil
cores was taken for bulk density determinati@take and Hartge, 1986and another set
was taken for soil chemical and physical property analysis. The single set of core samples
for the IV site was used only for soil chemical and physical property analysis.

2.4. Soil chemical and physical analyses

At the IV site, soil samples were analyzed for pH, NN, EC,, sodium adsorption
ratio (SAR), % sand, silt, and clay; and saturation percentage (SP). At the SJV site, soils
were analyzed for bulk density, NEN, EGCs, and SP. Solution extracts were taken from
prepared saturation pastes according to Rhoades et al. (1992). The saturation extracts were
analyzed following procedures outlined in Agronomy Monograph Ne&g et al., 1992
Particle-size distribution was measured using the hydrometer meteel énd Bauder,
1986.

2.5. GIS and map preparation

All spatial data were entered into a geographic information system (GIS), (ESRI, Ar-
cView 3.1, Redlands, CA). Interpolated maps of the soil physicochemical properties were
prepared by using inverse distance weighting of the measurements. Some previous stud-
ies comparing interpolation methods for mapping soil properties have found kriging better
(Laslett et al., 1987; Warrick et al., 1988; Leenaers et al., 1990; Kravchenko and Bullock,
1999, while others have shown inverse distance weighting to be supétiebdr and
Englund, 1992; Wollenhaupt et al., 1994; Gotway et al., }9®&erse distance weighting
was selected as the preferred method of interpolation because it was more accurate than
kriging based on the use of the mean squared error as the primary criterion for comparison.
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2.6. Sugar beet yield monitoring and data management

Spatial distributions of sugar beet yield were measured with a Harvest Master yield
monitor fit with a global positioning system (GPS). The GPS unit used was a Trimble 132
Ag GPS. Yield sensors used a load cell to weigh sugar beet roots as they were transferred to
a truck for removal from the field. Weights were recorded 7 m from the point of harvest so
adjustments for this lag distance were accounted in creating yield maps. The GPS receiver
accuracy was within >1 m of horizontal accuracy. The spatial sugar beet yield data were
collected during May 1999 and June 2001 for the IV site and during September 1999 for
the SJV site. Interpolated yield maps were created using ArcView 3.1 software after data
smoothing.

2.7. Crop quality and yield assessment

At the same locations where soils were sampled, small plots were created to observe and
then harvest sugar beet plants for yield and root quality. Sugar beet root quality cannot be
measured directly with ayield monitor, so hand sampling was required. Soil sample locations
chosen by the ESAP software program were used for this purpose. At harvest of the entire
field, small plots (four rows 12.7-m long) centered on each soil sample locdtignZa
and b) were harvested in both fields and plant population, yield, and root quality (sucrose
and impurities) were determined. Roots were analyzed for sugar content and impurities at
the Spreckels Sugar laboratories in Brawley and Tracey, California. The entire fields were
harvested with a commercial sugar beet harvester using a Harvest Master yield monitor.

Inthe secondtrialinthe IV on all the plots, two rows were treated with gypsum (9 mig ha
equivalent) applied directly over the row at planting. The gypsum was used to reduce the ef-
fects of salinity on soil crusting to determine if this use improved sugar beet emergence. The
effects of additional N fertilizer also were studied. Adding N fertilizer does not overcome
the limitations of soil salinity on plant growth (Shalehevet, 1994), but sugar beet root quality
is influenced by N#lills and Ulrich, 197). Nitrogen fertilizer (90 kg hal) was added to
half of the plots after emergence and crop establishment. Electrical conductivity of the sat-
uration extract was used as a stratification variable to divide the plots. The 20 hand-sampled
locations were divided in half, with each half including approximately similar variability
in soil properties and comparably distributed throughout the field. This method of division
allowed each set of plots to encompass the observed variationdmdfibined with any
effects of location, and allowed N treatments to be randomized by groups of plots or blocks.
The attempt to carry out experiments with agronomic inputs at field scale is relatively new
(Plant, 200). A number of undeveloped statistical issues are raised by this effort, including
how to avoid formal bias and its meaning. These questions require further research and
development, but are beyond the scope of this paper.

The variable costs associated with sugar beet production were calculated for the IV
site for 2000—-2001. Based on subplot gross sugar yields (determined by root fresh weight
yield multiplied by their respective sucrose percentages), the returns over variable costs
were calculated based on contract prices received that year for sugar beets and records of
variable costs for the field kept by the cooperating growers in the 1V. Costs and returns were
compared at the field scale and areas of the field falling below the break-even price were
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identified. A map of predicted gross sugar yield was created using predicted yields and EC
based on plot yield data carried out with Arc View 3.1 software.

2.8. Data analyses

Plots were located at soil sample locations so plot yield data could be used for analyzing
the relationship between soil properties and crop yield. The results from soil cores taken in
the center of each plot were considered representative of the whole plot. For the 2000-2001
trial in the IV site, ANOVA and a single degree of freedom contrast tagg(l et al., 20023
were used to test for the effects of gypsum on the number of emerging seedlings in measured
areas of the rows and fertilizer N treatments on root yield and sugar content. For the purpose
of analysis, gypsum treatments were regarded as subplots and N was analyzed as differences
between groups of plots or blocks. If there were no significant differences, results from the
entire plot were combined. OLS regression was used to determine the relationships between
soil properties and crop yield and quality characteristics. Yield maps were used to estimate
field-scale root yield averages, and the areas of the field within five yield ranges using
ArcView software were calculated. The average plot yield and range were compared to the
field average yield and the range of yields recorded by the yield monitor.

Correlations among soil properties based on soil cores were made using ESAP-95 (v.
2.01) softwarel(esch et al., 2000software and confidence intervals derived using log-ratio
approximationsGraybill, 197§.

3. Results
3.1. Field soil characteristics

Apparent soil electrical conductivity (Efvaried greatly at the field scale at both sites
(Fig. 2a and b). At the IV site, ECaveraged over the profile depth varied from 2.3 to
21.0dS mr! at the 20 sample location$dble 21). Salinity was influenced in part by irriga-
tion patterns, increasing from the irrigation water source at the furrow head end of the field
(east) towards the furrow tail end, and by soil physical properties, particularly SP or clay
content. Lower SP areas near the tail end of the field had highgv&lGes than those near
the head endHig. 2a), an irrigation related effecRhoades et al., 199Y.dlhis pattern was
confounded with variation in average profile SP, particularly in the deeper profile layers
sampled. Apparent soil electrical conductivity and SP values corresponded approximately
to soil map units reported in the NRCS survey for that locatéimmereman, 1981 The
greater the average SP, the greater the averagev&lGe (Table 3. Salinity increased
with depth at most sample locations, implying that leaching is occurfigy 8a). In one
plot location with the highest average Eé&nd lowest crop yield, the profile was inverted
(Fig. X).

Atthe SJV site, average profile E@aried from 3.1 to 24 dS . A large portion of the
field was very salineTable 9. These soils are marginal for crop production for all but the
most salt-tolerant crops. Values of E®ere lower in general in the first foot, otherwise the
soil profile tended to be approximately uniformly saline with dejiig(3b). This suggests



S.R. Kaffka et al. / Computers and Electronics in Agriculture 46 (2005) 329-350 337
Table 2
Mean and range statistics of soil physical and chemical properties
Soil property N Mean Maximum  Minimum Range S.D. S.E. Co-efficient of Skewness  Kurtosis
variation
(a) (0-1.8m) for IV site, June 2001
Depth (0-0.3m)
pH 20 754 79 7.2 0.7 0.19 004 249 006 -0.12
ECe (dS nfl) 20 1024 276 228 2532 721 161 704 093 039
% Sand 20 Y 17.0 4.0 130 298 067 415 232 609
% Silt 20 487 520 410 110 272 061 56 —-161 290
% Clay 20 441 470 420 50 162 036 37 073 —0.62
SP 20 565 620 510 110 280 063 492 —0.03 —0.02
SAR 20 101 35 3 320 815 182 807 180 363
Cl (mmol L’l) 20 2581 808 45 763 230 515 898 140 133
NOsz-N (mgL™1) 20 2914 1554 35 1519 4325 967 1484 259 581
Depth (0.3-0.6 m)
pH 20 765 79 75 04 014 003 182 026 —153
ECe (dS n‘rl) 20 931 204 146 1894 613 137 659 018 -1.18
% Sand 20 B5 250 30 220 4.86 109 661 279 930
% Silt 20 491 550 400 150 378 084 770 —-0.54 028
% Clay 20 436 500 350 150 323 Q72 742 —0.62 173
SP 20 581 67.0 510 160 363 081 625 051 Q77
SAR 20 1085 290 30 260 7.10 159 654 0.95 057
Cl (mmol L’l) 20 1609 630 18 612 1637 366 10179 156 228
NO3-N (mg L’l) 20 1041 714 22 692 1592 356 15295 345 1243
Depth (0.6-0.9m)
pH 20 7.68 ™ 7.2 0.7 019 004 245 —0.95 Q84
ECe (dS nfl) 20 1159 190 147 1753 612 137 5281 —0.47 -1.12
% Sand 20 &5 280 30 250 561 125 6963 251 832
% Silt 20 513 560 430 130 318 Q071 620 —0.74 Q089
% Clay 20 4065 470 290 180 451 101 1110 —-1.03 109
SP 20 634 730 460 270 7.16 160 1130 —-0.72 Q07
SAR 20 127 280 20 260 7.33 164 5775 023 —0.88
Cl (mmol L’l) 20 1648 494 19 475 1412 316 8570 090 —0.04
NO3~N(mgL=l) 20 393 271 12 259 5.69 127 14497 396 1640
Depth (0.9-1.2m)
pH 20 774 79 7.5 04 013 003 169 -0.73 —0.054
ECe (dS m‘l) 20 1250 209 135 1955 661 148 528 —0.51 -111
% Sand 20 N5 350 10 340 951 223 10065 188 314
% Silt 20 5055 580 350 230 6.90 154 1365 -114 069
% Clay 20 400 500 300 200 515 115 1288 —0.51 026
SP 20 6260 720 440 280 7.07 158 1129 —-1.33 157
SAR 20 1525 300 30 270 7.59 170 4975 —0.07 —0.83
Cl (mmolk L’l) 20 2108 577 16 561 1887 422 8951 0385 —0.49
NO3-N (mgL~L) 20 231 118 10 108 250 056 1081 336 1195
Depth (1.2-1.5m)
pH 20 774 79 7.3 0.6 015 004 198 -1.22 222
ECe (dS m’l) 20 1303 221 192 200 6.02 138 462 —0.45 —-0.69
% Sand 20 1D 67.0 30 640 17.37 399 10219 178 286
% Silt 20 443 580 160 420 1057 243 2386 —1.44 183
% Clay 20 3868 470 170 300 7.50 172 1938 —1.63 287
SP 20 6026 730 340 390 1311 301 2175 —-0.99 —-0.28
SAR 20 1668 290 4.0 250 7.90 181 4732 —-0.43 -1.07
Cl (mmol L’l) 20 245 682 17 665 2191 503 8943 Q77 -0.77
NO3-N (mgL~1) 20 228 74 08 6.6 181 041 7902 189 317
Depth (1.5-1.8m)
pH 19 779 80 7.6 04 013 003 168 —0.22 —0.93
ECe (dS m’l) 19 1202 220 135 200 6.21 143 5166 -0.15 —-0.90
% Sand 19 3@B5 850 5.0 800 2579 592 8508 126 063
% Silt 19 3758 570 6.0 510 1506 346 4010 -114 049
% Clay 19 3211 450 9.0 360 1101 252 3428 -1.22 063
SP 19 5384 830 300 530 1479 339 2747 —0.07 —0.50
SAR 19 1632 260 20 240 849 195 5201 —0.60 —-1.40
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Soil property N Mean Maximum  Minimum  Range S.D. S.E. Co-efficient of Skewness  Kurtosis
variation
Cl (mmok L~1) 19 2718 735 22 713 2311 530 8502 083 —0.30
NOs-N (mg L’l) 19 267 58 0.90 49 153 Q035 5759 Q044 -1.02
(b) At 0-1.5m for SJV site, March 1999
Depth (0-0.3m)
ECe (dS nfl) 20 634 147 166 131 356 082 562 0.88 011
SP 20 804 1028 689 339 106 243 132 0.89 —0.35
Ap 20 10 112 087 025 007 0016 682 010 —-0.28
NOsz-N (mgL™1) 20 483 941 152 789 185 424 383 047 091
Depth (0.3-0.6 m)
ECe (dS I‘T‘Tl) 19 107 223 141 209 6.89 157 637 018 —-121
SP 19 854 1066 618 448 1364 312 160 0.12 -1.23
Ap 19 098 113 056 057 0146 Q033 149 —1.64 270
NO3-N (mg L’l) 19 667 1411 232 1179 396 9.08 594 0.88 —-0.82
Depth (0.6-0.9m)
ECe (dS m‘l) 20 136 267 152 252 8.06 185 592 -0.15 —1.38
SP 20 866 1204 436 767 210 481 242 —0.09 —0.75
Ap 20 0972 115 065 050 0131 Q03 135 -1.10 129
NO3-N (mgL~1) 20 705 1830 130 1700 589 135 835 083 ~0.85
Depth (0.9-1.2m)
ECe (dS m’l) 20 151 309 28 281 7.7 177 513 0.00 —-0.69
SP 20 918 1223 706 518 166 381 187 014 —1.40
Ap 20 0956 121 062 059 629 0.035 159 —-0.78 Q71
NO3-N (mg L’l) 20 793 2064 141 1924 0152 144 794 0.72 —0.75
Depth (1.2-1.5m)
ECe (dS nfl) 20 142 262 351 227 6.5 149 456 —0.03 —1.01
SP 20 9® 1144 690 454 153 351 168 0.01 —1.557
Ap 20 0875 112 0668 Q45 524 0.042 172 0.10 -112
NO3-N(mgL~=1) 20 842 1921 165 1757 015 121 623 053
Table 3
Soil property correlation matrix and 95% confidence intervals
v IN(ECa) IN(ECe) SP IN(NG)
1998 1= 16)
IN(ECy) 1.000 0.97 (0.91, 0.99) 0.86 (0.63, 0.95) 0.55 (0.06, 0.95)
In(ECy) 1.00 0.80 (0.50, 0.93) 0.45-0.07, 0.78)
SP 1.00 0.53 (0.04, 0.82)
In(NOs) 1.00
2001 1= 20)
In(ECy) 1.000 0.95 (0.87,0.98) 0.71 (0.38, 0.88) 0.58 (0.18, 0.82)
In(ECe) 1.00 0.75 (0.45, 0.90) 0.59 (0.19, 0.82)
SP 1.00 0.55 (0.13, 0.80)
In(NO3) 1.00
SY; IN(EG) IN(ECe) SP IN(NQ)
1999 (= 20)
IN(ECy) 1.000 0.94 (0.85, 0.98) 0.26-0.28, 0.60) 0.79 (0.53, 0.91)
In(ECe) 1.00 0.05 {0.41, 0.49) 0.78 (0.51, 0.91)
SP 1.00 —0.30 (-0.66, 0.17)
In(NO3) 1.00

ECa: bulk average electrical conductivity estimated from field survey data; E@ctrical conductivity of the

saturation extraction, estimated from soil samples; SP: saturation percentagetitxide.
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Fig. 3. EG (dSnT1) by soil depth for selected soil sample locations at the IV and SJV sites: (a) typical profile
conditions for the majority of sties at the IV site where increasing salinity with depth indicates leaching is occurring,
(b) typical profile conditions for the SJV sites where no leaching is occurring, and (c) inverted soil profile at the
most saline and lowest yielding location at the 1V site, which indicates poor drainage due to high clay content
(high SP).

that leaching was not occurring throughout the measured profile or that perched, saline
water was a problem.

Apparent soil electrical conductivity was strongly correlated with. E€xpressed as
natural logsLesch et al., 1995h(Table 3. At the IV site, NG-N was moderately well
correlated with SP and ECIn 2001 after harvest, surface values of N®were greatest,
in part due to the extra N fertilizer applied at some locations, but values deeper in the profile
were much smallerTable 9. At all sample times, shallow profile NEN values were
extremely variable, while the average profile In(N®N) was moderately well correlated
with In(ECe) and In(EG) (Table 3. In contrast, at the SJV site, IN(NEN) and In(EG)
were more strongly correlated in the profile, except in the top 30 cm of Eadil¢ 3. Bulk
average N@N values ranged from 20 to 160 mgkyin the surface 1.5-1.8m of soil
(Table 2. It is unclear why such large amounts of N were present. Saturation percentage
was not correlated with E{Cor NOs-N (Table 3. Lower SP values were observed in the
southeast portion of the field.

3.2. Crop performance

3.2.1. Gypsum use

Seedling numbers tended to increase slightly with the use of gypsum, but were not
significantly affected by gypsum treatmenps=(0.15). The use of gypsum increased the
average number of seedlings by only 4% and effects were inconsistent. Irrigation water in
the IV is mildly saline (1.2-1.5dSm) so infiltration tends to be maintained, while soils
were not particularly sodic, a soil condition where gypsum might be of greateAyses(
and Westcott, 1985

3.2.2. Root and sugar yields (1V)
Yield monitor maps reflect a wide range of root weights in both locatibits a and b).
At the IV site, sugar beet root yields and sucrose content on average were very good for the
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Root yield map. (IV 2001) 24,000 observations Root yield map (SJV, 1999) 19,300 observations

i iRy

114 to 155 9610 14 7810 96 581078 51058 8510110 57085 49to 57 _2Ttodd 2t027
(a) Mg ha' (fresh weight) (b) Mg ha (fresh weight)

Fig. 4. (a) Root yield map in the Imperial Valley (mg fresh weight per ha) based on data collected with a Harvest
Master monitor. Yields were lowest in the southwest end of the field. (b) Interpolated root yield map based on data
collected with a Harvest Master monitor. Yields were lowest in the center of the field, and highest along the south
and southeast edge.

May—June harvest dates in both yedrralle 4. A comparison of yield mapd-(g. 4a and

b) with EG; maps Fig. 2a and b) suggests a close correlation between salinity and yield at
the IV site, but a poor correlation between salinity and yield at the SJV site. Average yields
based on plot samples differed from field average yield derived from the yield monitor data
by 4% or less Table 4. The range of yields observed in plots harvested by hand likely
reflects more closely the true range observed in each field, compared to the much larger
range derived from the yield monitor.

Table 4
Yields, sucrose percent, and ranges observed at each location
IV (1999) 1V (2001) SJV (1999)
Plot mean yield (mg hat) 83.3 90.9 58.7
Plot range (mg hat) 69.9-99.5 59.4-111.6 15.7-92.7
Plot mean sucrose concentration17.8 16.3 16.7
(mgkg™?)
Plot sucrose range (mgkg) 164-191 132-179 150-187
Plot sugar yield (kg hat) 14830 14820 9710
Plot gross sugar yield range 13360-17720 8120-17970 2890-14180
(kghat)
Yield monitor mean (mg ha') 82.0 87.6 57.8
Yield monitor range (mgha!), 4-58 (1.2ha); 3.5% 4.5-58.2; 7.8% 2.2-27 (6 ha); 10.4%
ha harvested within that range;
percent of total area harvested
in that category (percent of
field)
58-72 (0.9 ha); 2.5% 58.2-78.4; 29.2% 27-49 (13.2ha); 22.8%

72-85 (3.7 ha); 16.4% 78.4-96.3; 30% 49-57 (20 ha); 35.6%
85-98.6 (15.1ha); 43.8%  96.3-114.2; 23.8% 57-85 (16 ha); 27.3%
98.6-134 (5.8 ha); 16.7%  114.2-154.6;8.8% 85-110 (4.5ha); 7.8%
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Fig. 5. (a) Root yield vs. ECfor both the 1999 and 2001 harvests at the IV site. (b) Gross sugar yield from both
harvests in 1999 and 2001 at eh IV site (data are from plot harvests). (c) Sugar concentrationfes bt the
1999 and 2001 harvest at the 1V site (data are from plot harvests).

Root yields, sugar concentrations, and sugar yields for both years are plotted with EC
in Fig. 5. In 1998-1999, there was no correlation among these properties when beets were
grown in the better portion of the field while in 2000—2001 when less productive areas
were included, some correlations improved. For example, the relationship between sugar
yield (kg ha1) and EG (dS nm 1) in the 1998—-1999 season was not signific&3t 0.004);
while in 2001 it was (sugar yield = 16, 287.9 + 269.3&C31.4 EC, R? = 0.704 Fig. ).

The decline in root fresh weights and gross sugar yields follows the pattern predicted by
Maas (1990though the threshold value appears higher (approximately 9-10dBan
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Table 5
Regression relationships and parameter estimates (S.E.)

Equation ModeF-test

IV (1998-1999) (1= 16)

854 + 0.0373SP — 0.963EG — 0.185NQG;

Root yield (mg ha?) (F=0.37,p=0.773)

(0.518) (132) (1343)
. 13248 + 26.67SP — 249ECG — 6.76NGs
1 - -
Sugar yield (kg ha') (88.84) (2251) (2297) (F=0.05,p=0.986)
. 1583 — 0.171SP — 1.929EG — 0422NG _ _
Sugar concentration (0.342) (0869) (0896) (F=13.25,p=0.0007)

(mgkg™)
IV (2000-2001) (1= 20)

Root yield (mg hal) 886 + 0.506SP — 251EG — 0.049NG;

(F=18.37,p=0.0001)

(0.712) (0535) (0136)
. 16375 + 439SP — 4285EG. — 2.14NQG3
1 - -
Sugar yield (kg ha™) (1430) (1074) (270) (F=12.90,p=0.0001)
. 1892 — 0.322SP — 0.675EG + 0.042NGs _ _
Sugar concentration (0.798) (0599) (151) (F=1.85,p=0.156)

(mgkg™)
SJV (1998-1999)n(= 20)

Rootyield (mghal) ~ 1145 — 0663SP 4 0484EG - 0.0636NQ

(F=13.58,0=0.0001)

(0.105) (0382) (Q0483)
. 1 17868 — 96.7SP + 775ECG. — 1091NG3 _ _
Sugar yield (kg ha') (15.82) 577) (7.30) (F=12.61,p=0.0001)
. 1457 + 0.247SP + 0.004EG + 0.004NG; _ _
Sugar concentration (0.062) (0225) (0029) (F=3.89,p=0.031)

(mgkg™)

this location based on average profile salinfig( 5a). The relationship between yield and
factors other than salinity at some plot locations is apparent in the figure as well from some
of the outlying data pointsShalhevet, 1994 Sucrose concentration over much of the.EC
range was not affected by salinity. Low concentrations at a few locations with high EC
levels may also have been affected by higheglels present during the growing season,
which typically reduce sugar conterig. 5c).

Corwin et al. (2003agletermined that cotton yields from a saline field in the SJV were
most closely correlated with salinity, leaching fraction, soil moisture (estimated from either
SP or clay content), and pH. Similar analyses are reportélilte Sfor all three site-
years. Root fresh weight and gross sugar yields overall were negatively correlated with
increasing salinity based on subplot samples collected by hand, but sugar concentration
was not Table 5.

3.2.3. Root yields and soil properties (SJV)

At the SJV site results were different. The range in plot yields was much larger than in
the IV, from approximately 15.7-92.7 mgg average root and sugar yields were much
lower than at the 1V site, while sucrose content was compardhlel¢ 4. Root and sugar
yields were correlated with E&nd soil N@, but the most significant correlation was with
SP (root yield (mg hal) = 167.7-1.26 SR =0.61;Fig. 6, Table 5. Despite tile drainage
being present, soil texture apparently restricted root growth in most of this field. Also,
despite extremely large amounts of nitrate in the soil, sugar concentrations in roots were
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Fig. 6. Correlation between root yield and SP at the SJV site.

higher than might otherwise be expecteidis and Ulrich, 197). The presence of ammonia-

N can interfere with nitrate uptake by roots under anaerobic conditions, and chloride and
other ions can compete with nitrate uptake and induce nitrate efflux from sl et al.,

1984). Saturation percentage was negatively correlated with soy (Y@ble 3 suggesting

that denitrification was occurring in saturated portions of the soil profile. Under anoxic
conditions, root growth and nutrient uptake are restricted.

Imperial Valley Predicted Sugar Yield

(inverse distance weighted interpolation of 1255 measurements)

Imperial Valley Profit and Loss Map

e Sample sites » Sample sites
Sugar yield (kg/ha) Profit & loss ($/ha)
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Fig. 7. Maps of the IV site in 2001 showing (a) predicted gross sugar yields and (b) predicted profit and loss.
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3.3. Economic returns

Income is derived from the sale of sugar based on a formula negotiated by the California
Beet Growers Association and the sugar company. This formula is calculated using root
yields and sugar percent, with the higher sugar percentages worth more money on a per ton
basis. Based on predicted gross sugar yields in the 2000-2001 crop at the |V site, some areas
of the field produced gross sugar yields below the variable costs of production, particularly
near the tail end of the field~{g. 7). The estimated cost of production in 2000—2001 at the
IV site was US$ 3073 hel. At average sugar concentrations, this equalled 74 m§ b&
beets or 11.76 mg of gross sugar per ha (based on US$ 41.00 per mg roots at 163 mg kg
sucrose). If all fixed costs were included, the area falling below the profitable yield level
would increase.

4. Discussion
4.1. The detection of manageable variation (IV)

Apparent soil electrical conductivity values were accurately mapped using the techniques
of Rhoades et al. (1997b0he close correlation between E&hd EG observed in this study
has been reported repeatedfofwin and Lesch, 2003; Rhoades et al., 1999b; Rhoades
etal., 1997h These techniques are accurate, precise, fast, and relatively inexpensive.

4.1.1. Imperial Valley

Salinity as measured by E@aried over the range of 2-21 dS frat the IV site Table 2.
At greater EG values, sugar beet yield is predicted to be and was adversely affétaed
1990. Salinity was correlated with field position, i.e., salinity was higher at the end of
the irrigation furrows, but also was correlated with SP at depth. When larger values of SP
were measured at depth, salinity increased throughout the profile. Conversely, lower SP in
the lower half of the profile was also correlated with lower salinity levels throughout the
profile, except in locations at the tail end of the field, which received larger amounts of
salts due to the transport of salt carried by irrigation water moving in that direction. Nitrate
was correlated with ECGdeeper in the soil profile, but differences in residual profile;NO
content were mostly small by harvest, with the result that profile residugiNl@ifferences
did not adversely affect sugar content in roots at most locations.

Variable-rate N application may have been useful in areas of the field where yields
were restricted by salinity, reducing the crop’s uptake of N and its potential to respond to
fertilizer N. The application of additional fertilizer N to half of the subplots allowed for an
assessment of this practice. In the best drained (lowest average SP), least saline portions of
the field, additional N increased root yields (for N: root yield = 98.3 + 1.68EQ.15EG?,
R?=0.86; for N: root yield =111.0 + 0.41EG- 0.16EG?2, R? = 0.86;Fig. 8a) but not gross
sugar yields (for N: gross sugar yield = 16.1 + 0.33E®.03EG2, R2=0.72; for N: gross
sugaryield =15.2 + 0.63EG- 0.05EG2, R2 = 0.75;Fig. &), while in the less well drained,
more saline portion of the field, root and sugar yields declined when additional N was
applied. Applying variable rates of N fertilizer based on potential root yield derived from
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Fig. 8. Graph of the IV site showing (a) root yields vs. salinity (E€ompared by N treatments and (b) gross
sugar yields vs. salinity compared by N treatments.

predicted or previously estimated crop growth=E€lationships would be a profitable
practice at such salt-affected locations within fields.

4.1.2. San Joaquin Valley

The range of variation in average E&t the SJV site was very large (from 3 to greater than
24dS 1. Beets tolerated the high E@vels found in portions of this field because the use
of sprinkler irrigation throughout the season likely created transient, more tolerable levels of
salinity in at least the first 30—60 cm of the profildd. 3b). Nonetheless, the performance
of sugar beets under such highly saline conditions was unexpected and exceeded their
reported salinity tolerancéMaas, 1990 Soil measurements made early in the growing
season apparently did not estimate the effective salinity experienced by the crop for the entire
growing season under sprinkler irrigatiddhalhevet, 1994 Also, in soils with gypsum and
other sulphate salts, plants will tolerate about 2 ¢$ higher salinity than otherwis#aas,
1990.

The correlation at the SJV site between yield and BB.(6 and Table § was more
important than that between yield and &£Qield predictions based on E@vould not have
been helpful at this site, suggesting that an understanding of the relationship among soil
properties and EMI measurement is essential. Similarly, the large amounts of $sMNO
present were not as important as expectéily and Ulrich, 197).
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The management of difficult or marginal soils and crop response under such conditions
is poorly understood and therefore unpredictable. The correlations between root and sugar
yield and SP were unexpected, but in retrospect can be understood by hypothesizing a
relationship between soil drainage and chronic anoxic conditions inthe root zone. Beets grew
best where soils had lower SP, and where soils were presumably less anoxic. Infiltration was
likely better in the more well drained areas, improving crop water supply. Root systems were
able to develop. But evenin the better portions of the field, root uptake gffNl@parently
was restricted sufficiently to allow beets to accumulate economic sugar concentrations.

4.2. Predicting yield and profit

Lowenberg-Deboor and Swinton (199%&viewed a humber of economic analyses of
precision farming. These were largely from the mid-western USA. Most were partial or
incomplete. Of the well-conducted studies, most suggested that these techniques would
not be profitable. In their own analysis of site-specific fertilization, the authors reported
that the use of variable-rate technology was unprofitable because of the large capital cost
for equipment and the short amortization period assumed for its purchase (due to rapid
technological obsolescence). They also suggested that larger scale farms and fields were
more likely to be profitable than small-scale uses, because of economies of scale. Variation
in salinity can be mapped accurately and a large amount of information collected at low
cost. Where fields are saline and crops respond to that salinity, SSM may be used profitably.
Sugar beet growers have the added advantage of knowing with reasonable certainty the price
they will receive for their crop because of the profit-sharing contract used and reliable price
predictions at planting, reducing the amount of uncertainty associated with prediction.

Yields varied nearly two-fold at the IV site in 2000-2001, and by nearly five-fold at the
SJV site. Portions of the fields with yields much below the mean were unprofitable to farm
at both locations. Yield patterns and amounts were comparable for both crop-years at the IV
site. Soil salinity and correlated properties are slow to change or stable over time making
them practical for assessing field variation. Since results are unlikely to change quickly,
a single detailed assessment could be of use for a number of crops. Conversely, they are
also difficult to influence through normal agricultural management. But at a minimum, if
potential yields are reasonably predictable, and crop prices can be anticipated, then pre-
dictions can be made about which portions of the field will be unprofitable to farm and
these can be avoided, improving overall profitability. Additionally, fertilizer rates could be
adjusted based on yield predictions using salinity measurements where correlations with
salinity have been observed or predicted, if the cost of variable-rate application is not too
great. Atthe IV site in 2000-2001, predicted yield loss compared to a non-saline field using
ESAP-95 (v. 2.01) softwaré_ésch et al., 1995dased on Egwhich includes the crop loss
model proposed biaas (1990was 22.5% compared to 18.5% calculated using subplot
data. But because yield was not correlated with BGhe SJV site due to adverse drainage
characteristics (limited leaching), prediction based o ®Guld not have been effective.

4.3. Environmental uses

Inthe arid western USA, water is limiting for agricultural, urban, and environmental uses.
It is not rational to use water to produce crops at an economic loss, but it can be difficult
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to anticipate ahead of time whether a crop will be profitable in a given year. Soil properties
like salinity, if correlated closely with yield, can provide a basis for prediction that might be
useful for irrigation decisions. Irrigating less of a field may be more profitable overall than
farming the entire field, depending on the patterns of salt distribution preSign{7g). In
such cases, it would be more profitable to farm less land while saving the irrigation water
otherwise used unprofitably for other purposes. This presupposes, however, that irrigation
can be managed at a field scale in ways that allow unprofitable areas to be left un-irrigated.
Nitrate leaching from fertilized fields is a nationwide problem that might also be ad-
dressed through SSM based on the use of EMI techniques. It is difficult to sample suffi-
ciently in many instances to allow for an accurate estimate of field variability, especially if
nitrate is located deeper in the profile. For sugar beets, nitrate deep in the soil profile can lead
to reduced sugar concentrations in rodtaftka et al., 1999. Nitrate may act as a simple
salt below the biologically active portion of the soil profile. Where nitrate and salinity are
correlated, higher salinity values can be used as a means of identifying likely locations in
the profile to sample for residual NEN. The soil mapping techniques Bhoades et al.
(1997b)have the advantage of being inexpensive, accurate, and precise, especially in com-
parison to attempts to describe B variation directly through grid sampling or random
sampling. The use of model-based sampling strategiesch et al., 1995H esch, this is-
sue) to identify an appropriate range of sampling locations based on spatial dispersion and
modeled relationships between EMI measurements and soil salinity will make sampling for
nitrate at depth in the profile a more reasonable process where such correlations are known
to exist or are thought to be likely. The use of EMI to evaluate variation in soil residual
nitrate may make field-scale assessment for this purpose far less expensive and much more
practical and accurate than other ground-based attempts reported previously.

5. Conclusions

Atthe IV site, field-scale salinity was correlated with soil physical characteristics like SP,
but also increased in the direction of irrigation water flow. EMI techniques accurately and
efficiently mapped field-scale variation in salinity. In this same field, because tile drainage
was effective and leaching was occurring, sugar beet yield was correlated with salinity. Root
and gross sugar yield at the field scale followed the pattern predictethby (1990pased
on work carried out under carefully controlled, experiment station conditions. Actual yields
in the most saline portions of the field were 18.5% lower than in the highest yielding portion
compared to a predicted 22.5% based on the Mass model used in the ESAP saftsahe (
et al., 2000. ESAP software, together with BEQlata collected using EMI techniques,
provided an efficient means to estimate field average yield from plot locations selected
using the software, subsample the sugarbeet crop for quality, and carry out an effective crop
fertilization experiment.

At the IV site, nitrate accumulated more in locations in the field where drainage was
impaired and was positively correlated with salinity deeper in the soil profile. Adding
additional N as fertilizer to these sites did not increase root yield but reduced gross sugar
yield compared to portions of plots receiving no additional fertilizer N. EMI techniques
provide accurate and inexpensive maps of salinity and correlated soil properties. When
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salinity and nitrate content are correlated, EMI techniques should be useful in identifying
locations in fields where nitrate may have accumulated at depth and can guide soil sampling.
These maps, together with predictions about crop response, can be used to guide fertilization
using variable rate management practices. Additionally, if prices can be anticipated with
reasonable accuracy ahead of time, growers may be able to identify portions of the field
which it would be unprofitable to farm, increasing profit and saving resources like irrigation
water otherwise used without benefit. For sugarbeet growers inthe 1V, prices are predictable,
and soil salinity properties are slow to change. Yield and economic return predictions may
provide an alternative way to save irrigation water compared to fallowing entire fields by
fallowing only those portions of fields that are uneconomic to farm.

Inthe SJV field, where drainage was impaired, there was no correlation between salinity
and yield. Yield was positively correlated with SP. Despite large amounts of residual nitrate,
nitrate had little influence on root quality or yield. There, the use of EMI and ESAP software
did not predict crop performance, but was helpful in identifying yield limitation due to SP.

It remains difficult to predict crop performance under disadvantageous soil conditions. The
SJV field provides an example of conditions where current methods of measurement and
yield prediction are inadequate.
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