@  TRAFFIC VOLUME

PN US.Department .

of Tronsportction - T R E N D s
Federal Highway - ) = 3 MARCH 1983
Administration | | ‘

HIGHWAY STATISTICS DIVISION

2“ TRAVEL ON ALL ROADS AND STREETS IS UP BY 3.9 PERCENT
' FOR MARCH 1983 AS COMPARED TO MARCH 1982.
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TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS - MARCH 1983

Based on preliminary reports from the State highway agen#ies, travel during
March 1983 on all roads and streets in the Nation increased by 3.9 percent as
compared to March 1982, resulting in estimated travel for the month at

133,769 million vehicle miles. This total includes 58, 046 million vehicle miles
on rural roads and 75,723 million vehicle miles on urban roads and streets.

Travel for the current month as well as the cumulative yearly total on all roads
and streets is shown below. Similar totals for each year since 1970 are also
included:

Travel in Millions
All Roads and Streets

Year ~  March . Year to Date
1970 90223 247838
1971 92974 258428
1972 102926 ’ 283663
1973 107490 - 296721
1974 100736 - 282192
1975 106070 295715
1976 114284 315272
1977 119960 . 324821
1978 125035 341891
1979 : 131406 355410
1980 125179 348979
’1981  127798 - 353612
1982 128782 351777
1983 133769 368372

Traffic Volume Trends is a monthly report prepared by the Planning Services Branch,
Highway Statistics Division, based on hourly traffic count data. These data, col-
lected at approximately 4,000 continuous traffic counting locationa nationwide, are
used to determine the percent change in traffic for the current month compared to
the same month in the previous year. This percent change is applied to the travel
for the same period in the previous year to obtain travel for the current period.

For extra copies, or to be put on the monthly mailing list, contact: Federal Highway
Administration, Highway Statistics Division, Room 3300, 400 7th St., S.W.,
Washington, D.C, 20590. (Telephone (202) 426~0160)

NOTE: Beginning with 1980 data, the rural highway categories have been changed from
Main Rural Roads and Local Rural Roads to Rural Arterial Roads and Other Rural
Roads. Although the rural components of the revised data series beginning in
1980 are not directly comparable with the series prior to 1980, the total
rural, total urban, and all system categories are consistent.

The change has been made to provide comsistency with other FHWA data series <
and to allow a more representative indicator of intercity travel patterns.
The following table shows the approximate relationships between the former
and revised system categories: ’

Revised Categories Former Categories
Rural Other Rural Total Main  Local Total
Arterial Roads Rural Rural Rural Rural
Percent of Total ‘ ‘
Rural Mileage » 8.2 91.8 100.0 . 19.0 81.0 100.0 |

Percent of Total : !
Rural Travel 59.5 40.5 100.0 78.5 21.5 100.0 |
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FIGURE 2-A - TRAVEL ON RURAL ARTERIAL ROADS BY MONTH
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FIGURE :2-B - TRAVEL ON URBAN ROADS AND STREETS BY MONTH
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FIGURE 3R - ANNUAL TRAVEL ON ALL RURAL ROADS AS PERCENTAGE OF YEAR 1965
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