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U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE : BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS
Charles Sawyer, Secretary ’ Thomas H. MacDonald, Commissioner

TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS

Washington, D. C. o , May 1952

On the basis of preliminary figures, motor-vehicle travel on main and
local roads for the country as a whole was higher during May 1952, than in any
previous May. : '

Vehicle-miles P?ggi:::ge

~millions) from 195]
Main rural roadS..eessssssess 17,160 6.9
Local rural roads.eesssesssss , 6,071 6.5
All rural roadS.cessiassvescs L 23,231 6.8

Traffic on rural roads in the geographic regions and changes from 1951 are
as follows: _ , : : : '

i ] Percentage
Vehicle-miles increase
{(mitlions) from 195
Eastern regionS:sceccacascane 7,434 5.3
Central regionSscescsscacanas 11,916 6.8
Western regionsceceensnacunes 3,881 9.8 )

Traffic on city streets also was higherithan in any previous May. Compar:
sons with May 1951 for city streets, rural roads, and all roads and streets ar:

as follows:

Percentage
incréase
from jO51
City streets.suciasvenscsnssinnnionansnseansnes 4.8 :
RUFAT roadSesessnseesnsocnnesacenssnsnasssnsass 6.8 :
A1l roads and streetS.vsncscncsccssosveosinssan 5.8
(1)
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Table |,—PRELIMINARY SUMMARY OF AUTOMATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA
814 STATIONS IN 42 STATES

TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS—MAY 1952

FOR MAY 1952 INCLUDING

R Traffic volume ; Traffic volume
, Number . Humber
Typg of highway of percentage Type of highway of percentage
and State s change from and State \ change from
stations May 195 | stations May 1951
STATE HIGHWAYS STATE HIGHWAYS—Con.
Alabama. covsssusnsanans 8 +6.0 || Texas.eeseosvassanssaose 108 . 18.6
AriZONasassvssscasseans L} 4192.3 1 Utahecascesiosnrnasasane 28 +6.3
APKaNSaS e sveasssannre | ponnen fanaenneane e Vermontessesesooassasons 7 +7.9
Californiaissssnssunses g 4$16.6 || ¥irgini@uesccssesasdaans | mnrones [ anennnannnane
£olOrado. e svassassonnns 22 4+5.3 || Washington..cescscnsoass 10 +8.0
Connecticutessecivsasss | 20 +10.0 || West Virginiaccceasaaens 30 - 10.7
DElaware. seseersssssnss 6 413.2 || Wisconsinuesescasarseass 9 +2.2
Florida.eeecerseascsons I8 +5.7 || Wyoming.aeassnsecnssosas 7 R
GEOrgidsesssasnenanares 7 ; +6.8 ,
1daN0. ¢ essrnssrsssseses 9 +9.5 || TOTAL—42 STATESS.... 779 +6.9
111iN0iSeenessannrnsnns 5 +3.2 ' '
INdianasscssssssssassss 21 +7.8 LOCAL HIGHWAYS
JOWAcconavssnnssananses 24 +92.2
Kan5as. cesnasessasnssns 14 134 || ATabamaseeescsesehonss 9 49.2
" Kentuckysveoovaravaanes. | +11.0 |} Connecticutiueaaihsons 3 +2.8
Louisianaissesasconares Ty 4+7.8 || Delaware.ceoceaunnanss | +21.2
MAiNCuossessacsnsnasses 12 410.7 || Georgiascenucsaanjnnns i 5.1
Maryland.csscessseanses 9| +12.9 || Indiana..cieaeiinianas I t4.2
Massachusetts.vaeeeases 9 +10.0 || loWaieieaneanns 6 tiu.8
Michigan.............;. 23 +3.4 Kentuckyceeeaanaslenans I +7.9
Minnesotaieeossncacnans 24 +6.7 Ma_ry!rand,.........,.,. { 7.5
Lo Michigan.osssssasassns 2 +i2.2
MiSSISSIPPlescenrarcnns 18 5.7 MiSSOUFieeacsanasecsns | -9.3
 MiSSOUFicesrsessesnosse 26 6.7 || Montana. . eeseesediosess 9 +g.1y
MONEaNas s sassnssannsans 7 F11.8 || Nebraskae.ecoseodscscs " +2.7
Hebraska sssesscesnsans i 4+8.9 || New Jersey.oeenadscrss 3 t0.9
Hevada. scosvesunnonsane 18 4+16.3 || North Dakota...c{sasus i +4.7
New Hampshire..coseasss 1 9.6 || Ohi0acecsvesccnngoenas 2 t10.4
Hew Jerseyisacessananss 6 3.4 (| 0regon.cceacecangrones I 19.6
NEW MEXICOuarrrsnnacass 19 +9.0 South Dakotacisebenssa 2 -19.6
- : WiSCONSiNuussasaposnns i +3.0
HEW YOTK.soassvseoranse | svanssns [acasanennoes
North Carolinaisssseses | srssnss | oonenennnecs
Horth Dakotae.sessassss 9 +10.9 || ToTAL—18 STATES'. ... 35 +6.5
OhiOuscasnoncsansissanss I8 +7.2
Ok12homas s eiesonnsssne 20 +7.4 ||ALL STATES—
Oregon. s sseasssrarass 10 +8.5 || 42 STATES . . vii}eanes 42 16.8
Pennsylvania..sseeesses 4o | - +2.2 o . - -
Rhode 15100wsuswunenns | weseeen [neesennanses || 7 EASTERN REGIONS . » « 197 +5.3
South Qarollna.......... 4 CENTRAL REGIO}VSl-.. 466 16.8
South Dakotas.seesssanes 28 +13.9
Tennessee. vavsessanrsns 23 +9.1 || 2 WESTERN REGIONS'.... 151 +9.8

1 percertage -figured from trend in vehicle-miles. . 5
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TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS ~MAY 1952

Table 2.—REVISED SUMMARY OF AUTOMATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA FOR APRIL 1952 INCLUDING
: 841 STATIONS IN 46 STATES S

\

| number | Traffic :o!ume | umber Traffic Zoluye
Region and State of percentage Region and State of | Percentage
) ‘stations changs from stations | °““??e froa
April 195] Aprit 195]

NEW ENGLAND: EAST SOUTH CENTRAL: _ ;
Connecticut......... 22 FUL7 ] Alabam..ceoeoennins 9 14,
Maineicacenccnceaaan 12 +0.2 Kentuckyeossoconuans 15 +17.1-
. Massachusetts....... 9 +3.5 Mississippiiceoncaaa 18 +18.9 .

* New Hampshire....... 13 +2.3 TenNessee. usenonnce 23 ° +9.6
Rhode Island........ 4. - 1.6 Subtotal,.oecsues 65 t+14.0
Vermonteeeeusoeennss 12 - +7.5 n '

Subtotal,...es... 72 +7.5 || WEST SOUTH CENTRAL: _
) o Arkansas.cooesevsecs | nansae cassscasnnnns

MIDDLE ATLANTIC: Lotisianaeeesasccans Y - +10.3
‘New Jersey....iceu.. 9 +5.6 OK12hOME. ¢ eonnnanae 20 | +11.7
New Yorkhesueaears |uainen, +2.9 || Texas.c.co.coeiesen. 108 +10.3
Pennsyivania........ 40 +2.7 || Subtotal......... 169 +10.5

4 Subtotalsacossese 49 + 3.2 NOLNTALY ‘

SOUTH ATILANTIC:  AFiZon@.ccscsacsacan 4§ +11.6
Delaware...c.o...... 7 +15.9 Colorado.scccaaaaacn 22 +6.8
Haryland..v...,....,.. I8 +12.1  1dahCscoconseacacane 9 +7.3
VirginiaZiesoceiceen Jiivinns | envenvonnons  Montana......eceeue. 19 | +6.0
West Virginia....... 30 +7.7 Nevada, souuscananne 18" +19.9

Subtotal north o  New MexiCOccensvcans 18 +10.6
POrtioNeiecesase 55 +11.2 ||  Uahecciacaoioniennn 3] - +6.8
; , T Hyominge.aiaeeviian 7 +12.6
F!Oridas-unnnio---n- 20 +9.9 Subtotal...qg.,.s 128 +9.5
GeOrgidesecenseiaaes 9 +7.8 ;
North Carolina...... 38 +9.7 || PACIFIC:
South Carolind.cueee |seecase |sssensncsone Californiae.csueaaae 4 +3.0
Subtotal south N Oregoncceeaassacones i0 + 9.0
POrtioft.eseenaas 67 t9.5 MWashington.ueoocooae 10 +4.3
Subtotal A , ' Subtotal.cessssss .24 +6.0
reSiON..inihe. 122 +10.4

EAST NORTH CENTRAL: ; || TOTAL ALL STATESZ,... 861 - +7.1
111iN0iSeaceannenns 4 +4.7 || :
':?:;:;:;:::::::::::: ;: :::36:; STATE EIGHW!?YS/?HU-- 81? ‘ :'{'7.2‘
Ohi0isvcvnsoscannnce I9 +7.4 ! :

Hisconsinieesasonuas 1f - +2.9 m HIGHWAYS‘E’;....“ 49 +6.5
Subtotal..eueseae 81 +5.1 _ : :

WEST NORTH CENTRAL: | 3 EASTERN REGIONSZ... 243 +6.0
IOWacceeonnnasuncnee 32 +3.7 :

© Kan®aS..uscascvacene 1 +8.2 i 5 :
Minnesota.cnuaueeaas 24 +9.4 || 4 CENTRAL REGIONS ... 466 +8.7
MiSSOUr fuerurcninane 27 +t10.0 || '

br 9 L . ‘

” :zrt:s'{;:kota.;...... «Ig ‘ isla: || 2 WESTERN REGIONS™... | 15 +4.3

South Dakota........ 30 +8.9
Subtotal......... 151 +7.8 ||

TPercentages of 82 stationé

- 2percentage figured from tre
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‘based upon averagej&igure of differeﬁt'classes of highways.

nd in vehicle miles,
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