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SUBJEFT TRAFF c VQLUME TRFNDS
Decrsa°eu~in %rafflﬂ during Marah 194u are: slxgbtly smallar
than' those of February.: ?reliminary data for March, (uabulatad i

table 1, indicate about: 31 percent léss traffic in 1943 as coil-
pared with 1942.° 0O~ the local roads the: comparable decline was:

21 percents: These are: the resulte af auﬁematlﬁ traffic recarder
‘qye*abi@ns at 516 points: d;atributed thrqughout 42 States Traf~
fle in the area subjected te gasolina rationing in- May 194 dew

creased 89 percenty ihthe area ravioned in December 1948$=the
aecllne was 27 pereentcf This reaffirms the tﬁndencyjiroted last
month;  for traffic in’ the. newly vatluned area to show smaller

,declineﬁ +than- traffig in the eastern Qortion ef the cmuntrg.

A revised summary cf the Lesalta fur February 1948 is prew
santed in-teble 2 and-is: vi*tua;ly the same as’ that giVen Ln last
month’s: bulletin,$issued on' March 80, so far as yercentaga change

ihtraffic is concerned, falthough the number of statibns 18 con-

%iderably inereaseda‘.-

Traffic vmlume at boil faallit ea in*Ma“ch 1943 (tabl 3)
ﬁuary

although compariscns may. not be mada with all the facll
ported in-previous mmnth& because 0 fallmr@ to receivh
fram some oll faalli%y dpe%atmra th ﬁ mnnth i

reports

Aa nated in last mmn*h s bullatxnﬁqircm Februavy 19%2 o
dave all traffit volume comparisons are so greatly xnf;uenwed by
war restrictlans npon” fuel ihires, ete.; that comparisons with

- the prior year slone are 1nsufflcient for the formatilén of judg-

ments asto the amounts of change.  Oh-the attached chart are shown

the traffic changes from January 1940 to-date,. divided between
“the ‘ares ih-whith gasnlmna was' rationed in May 1942 (17 eastern
»Stateg and the District of Columbia) angd the remaihder of the

eountry, -which: was raﬁionﬁd in Dacembar 1942, -

The traffic data are presentud by months; cas a ratio of each
monthﬁs 4traffic tothat of the cgwrespand;ng month of 1941.: Traf-
fie in 1¢41, while high,  was relatively unaffected by warand,.
of course,- not at-all affected by rubbnry-gasallne,zar car ration:
indg.: v

£ ' o \ ' 'kyﬁylﬁ : éﬁé@%é;iﬁ%%




There. are several interestihg things aboutthﬁé'eharthy
First, cthat in 1940 traffiec ih- the two areas moved =t about the

same level. After 1941, however, this: is not the case.* The
eastern area of  the country, that ih-which gasolihe was: rationed
in-May 1942, has consistently shown greater traffic: decilines that
the: remalhder ofthe country, which was rationed in December 1942.

Traffic declihed sharply ih both areas after December 1941, but
mich more sharply ihthe eastern area, rparticularly after gasallne
rationihg was established in the Easugy The trends from May to
December 1942, shown- for both areas ih the chart,illustrate this:
difference:: The relative level of traffic in-the East has been
substantlally below that ih-the’ remalnder of- the cauntry ever
sihee 1941 save for ‘the 51né1e month of March 1942u. \

The gap. betWeen’the two areas came nearest to closing ih

Cecember 1942, when" gasollne rat 1hnih§ was instituted-ih the
Middle West and West but sznce that flrst month the gap has
again- wiaened :

The eastern: afeangdeﬁ'ih’ﬁhE'Chart is- tlat of the: New
England, Middle Atlantic,.and South Atlantie Census' divisions,
It 15 not quite voihecident with the arez: first set: asiée by the
offize of Prite Admihistration for the rationing of gasoline, but

the traffic stations ih the sastern- area as defihed by the Census

divieibna’ are very close to those which fall in the areaa first
deslgnated fbr ratlonlng of" gasolinea, : :

Data ‘shown  ih’ the chart for March 1943 arevpreiimiharyﬁtala
. tbough 42 States are represented thereih  (see table 1).: However,
some of: tnese data are for but a portidn- of the meonth, schme are
reported in 1nSufflclent detail to permit complete adgustment ‘for
the- number of Saturdays and Sundays  ih’ March: 1943 as compared
with March 1942.:. I% is belleved that subsequent changes ih-the
chart resultlng from the deficiencies just enumerated, /will be
slight.: They will be made, -1f found to be necessary, in’ future
edltions of the trafflc ‘balletih.- :

: HB‘S;¢FA138ANK,fCHIE?§‘”
D:vus ON- OF |NFORMATION,
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TABuE Sm ~~TRAFFIC VOLUME DATA FOK MARCH 1943 BY VERICLE. TYPES, CCMPARED VITH

/—M

- SIMILAR INFORNATION FOR MARCH 1942 AT TOLL FACILITIES..

Area m_tz’cned May ] 942

Merch 1543

Percentage change

from 1042
= i Trucks - ) Trucks
‘ . Total Passenger | and | Total Fasnengsr| 54
2ars busses cars Tusses
16 awlztw‘ - haine to Fiorydo 1,601,607 ) 1,277,750 | 823.857 | 27.4| ~38.q4 | +0.1
llaf"eous locm&wns not mrludea above: ' '
'43‘(rambr1ugos in” eaetern North Carolina - : i ,
- fnot toily™ - 39,789 30,293 | 9,496 | 35.9| . -42.0 - 3.0
2. stations in Wathngtonp D. Cov/not w : o : "
Ctoll)? 219,473 o ) ~29.8
‘Pmetwond Viaduct, Westchester County, AR R
© o awi¥ark 82,139 82;139 e L €90 -6%.0 s
Pennsylvania 68,089 39,745 28,344 | 410 35,0 5.2
' Area rationed December 1942
4 gamht;ee on Eastern Canadian Border 140,614 |+ 11i,€92¢ - 29,522 »21.3 -28..4 *3'25'&2
1 facihty in the Great Lakes area 2,822 2,177 646§ =49.1 +51.4 -39.8
o/ Sub‘betal -5 facilities ‘1uz.uar| 113,269 | 30,168 | -22.1 | -23.1 +28.3
7 facilities on the Ghio River 612,785 ] 534,221 | 78.564 | 13.7 | -14.2 10,1
14 amht‘es in the Oh*o River area3 193,581 151,817 41,834 | - 4.9 4.6 « 6.1
£ jSuutamZ - "1 f“”*““es 806,436 | 586,038 | 120,398 | -11.8 ~18.3 - 8.8
1 ’cﬂlty in the F’or!da ca,if voast area 17,761 12;856.‘ 4,905 | + 4,3 --10.1 +R0.3
”Subtcmz " Sfacility - i 17,761 12,856 | wu,005 | + 4.3 -10.1 +80,3
ﬂﬁtﬁgac1i1L1es on the Mlss1581pp1 and Rk, Lo - ' 4 ‘  -
- ot Croix Rivers, St. Louis and north. 759,673 545,587 | 213,076 | -27.7 S3E.7 =148
4 facilities on. the Wissi 51pp1 szer ; N SRR .-
gouth of St. Louis 67,329 | 46,982 . 20,347 | ~20.0 23.2 116
Subtmﬁaz . facuatves 627,002 563,679 | 233,423 | ~27.1 -81.1 -14.,6
5 facilities on the Missouri mver 101,262 | 735_7@7{‘ 27,861 | - 4.7 2 5.8 |oooa1.7
2 facliitsee ‘in the stsourx Rtver ares 12,367 1,914 452 | - 1.1 + 3.7 °17.3
| Subtotal - 7 famht"ses 103,629 75,615 | 28,014 | 6| -55 2.0
3 facihnes in California 1,668,002 | 1,466,980 | 201,013 | -14.4 | -16.7 7.0
5 faclilt‘es in the Was}1ngton Qregan areza 179,413 & 149,871} 29ﬂ542f -13.7 ~17.3 +11.0
S%btam -8 famlwms 1:euru15 | 1,016,860 | 280555 | - | 16 8 £ 7.5
TGTziL - 56 faczhtws in area m:tmned TS SRR I & = - -
ﬂcem}?e'r .294? 3‘4 ?45968@ 35898}21,7 - ; J17r;1 “‘lgoSA ' 4;3.1!:
"{Sﬂuwaz&zt@es' re#vor'{;ing’ only.tatal tmffic: 360,561 — b — + 7158 e e

. 1n Tota

2, ‘Based on weekday traffls.

3s Two fac?pntses in West Virginia and 12 in hentucky.

@f twe g8-hour ccuhtsg ona Sunday and one weekday9 at sach iogation.
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- TABLE 1

~-P}?E’LI}IINA¢?Y SUKNARY OF AZITOMAT

FOR ZM}?CH 1948 INCLUDING. 510 STATIONS IN 42 STATES

' PRAFPIC RECORDER DATA.

Perzent

Percent :

°TAfJONS NOT IFCﬁUDED;'

Fo ﬂefense act?v?ty =1 each . in Lu&ﬁ
-1 in Kentuaky

) %ﬁrRoad closed

fana, New Mexico, and North %aﬁaﬁina

Type of
Number | Total ‘decreased! highway Number Total decreased?
af daily from and of daily from
 statiems | traffie [ March 1942 State {stations| traffie |Mareh 1042
ST4TE* PI{:HIMYD ‘ - STATF FIGEWAYS ,
Alabama ’ -7 8,553 29.4 Washington 9 13,307 '31.9
Arizona 6 11,326 | 356.0 " West Virginia 11 13,334 295"
Arkansas* 22 13,117 33.6.  Wisconsin 9 13,964 | 29.2
;Canfomia* ’ 10 15,506 3Q.7 | Wyoming 3 1,574 | 36.0
Colorado* 5. 4,593 21.6 s : oo
‘Connecticut 17 36,150 47.2 FOTAL - 42 States| - ¥83 632,114 80.8
Degs@re“« ‘ 5 9,930 32.7 T ,
Ge. sa 7 9,307 35.5 LOCAL HIGEWAYS
1llincis* '3 4,258 1 30.9 ¥ 4 o
Indiana’“ 20 25,189 28.0 Alabama 1 365 '33.2
Towa- - 26 - 22,963 25.9. Connecticut 2 549 32,7
Kentuﬂkyf* o 13 12,954 22.6 " Delaware 1 235 0.6
© Lougiana? - A 13,545 23.0 ‘ Georgia 4 .. 758 1501
Maipmm, 10 8,250 30.8 Iowa 10 1,148 | + 1.7
© Mar, adk 15 30, 269 26.2 ' Mary land* 1 204 30.4
Massachuseits 9 20,223 42.0 Michigan 2 454 '35.8
Michigan 26 54,571 7.2 Mon tana 2 282 24.4
Mississippi* 7 6,032 34,1 ' Nebraska 1 132 20.0
Montena 11 5,250 28.5 North Dakota 2 211" 29.4
Nebraska 11 9,065 136 Chio . 2 06 . 34.0°
Nevade* 11 4.892 20.8 Oregont 1 18 | 20,2
' -7 5,078 | 416 _ Bhede Island - 1 353 L4
12 13,071 177 ~ Tennessee oz 808 | 3.2
.NeMo.’{* 5 © 9,671 - 37.0 Wisconsin 1 208 - 1g.8.
NG, Carolmaﬁ' 18 19,296 43.0 —— - -
WNorth Dakota 8 1,919 31,8 70FAsL - 35 States| 35 6.799 21,1
Ohio* 21 38,859 22.3 E ‘ ;
‘leahama 20 27,238 24,1 | A7L EI&%@JA}’S
Oregon® - 51 2,687 . 23.3 b IS S
Pennsylvania 30 38,010 © 36,5 42 STATFC'Z 516 638,913, 30,7
_ Rhode Isiand 3 4,377 - 28.6 p— e = ; —
' Seuth Carolina , 1G 11,587 41.0 EA’Z’IORTED MAY .39ug | 142 192,540 38.7
Seuth Pakota s 5,000 | - 21.2 T T * ” Sy
, Tennessee O 2 2.591 32.9 RATIONED DEC. 1942 874 ©HHE 373 26.7
Tewas* = 40 71,244 22,7 ‘ ' o
Utah# . 8 6,693 16.5
Vermbn’t 8 4,237 44.0
Virginia 1 2,244 33.3
¥ Subject to revision i
1. Plus 5?gr before percentage - ﬁndncate¢ inérease. . L - ) ‘
2 f”'“udas all States except the foliowing: Filorida, idaho, Kansas; Minnesota, New Jersey, and Missourf.




B

2:=-REVISED SUM[ABF OF AHTOJ}{ATIC FRAFFIC. RECORDER DATA. FOR. FE’BRUAHY 1943,

TABLE 2
INC‘LUDING 56‘4’. STATIONS AND 45 STATES.
; : Percent , i"erefent
‘Geographic  Number decraage Gsographie Number | decrsase
-~ diwision of frem division ©of from
C-and State ‘stations February and ‘State. stations | mebruary :
, S 1645 e o g
NEW E[VGMME 50 50.2 FAST SOUT,E CEN’PHAL ‘ 84 ¥ 28.2
‘Cbnnecticut 19 . 54.8 Aiabama -9 SO;i'u
Maine 9 oo 39,0 Kentucky 11 16.0.
aMassachuﬁetts 9 474 Mississippi S 10 347
_ New Hampshire 6 4609 Tennessee - 4 25.4
~Rhode Island 4 42.7
Vermont 3 2739,7 WEST SOUMH'UENTEAL? - 88 25,8
MIDDLE ATLANTIC 40 4.5 Arkansas 22 22.6
; ‘ . Louisianal 7 31.4
New York” 10 401 © Oklahoma 20 24.2
Pennsy lvania 30 L 42.2 Texas 39 22.8
souTy ATLANTIC 84 39.8 MOUNTAIN €4 2!&8‘
De laware. 5 31.4 " | Agizora 6 35. 1
Florida i7 ~41.9 Colorade ) 140 f‘ o
Georgiad 9 40.6 Idaho 4 . 18,5
Maryland* 6 az. 1 Montana - 14 ‘24,7
North Carolina 18 41.0 Nevada® 31 25.3
South Carolina 9 46.7 New Mexicod 12 . 24,60
Virginia 1 C39:7 Utah 8 16,6
West Virginia | 8 30.0 Wyoming 3 2016+
BAST NORTH CENTRAL 79 26,4 | PACIFIC 2 33, 7
Illinois 4 19.8 California 9 30 6
Indiana 20 290 Oregon 3 32.3 ”’W@
Michigan 28 27.5 Washington3 9 36,9
 Ohio* 16 22.3 - - s
- Wisconsin 11 27.6 TOTAL — 46 States? 561 33.1
WEST NORTH CENTRAL 101 1 25.0 STATE RIGEWAYS® 587 33.2
Towa 36 23.9 LOC4L FIGEWALS 34 196
" Kansas3 9 21.0 S R
Missouri 27 29.8 - - : :
Nebraska 12 '11.4 RATIONED NMAY 1942 182 o HEH
North Dakota 8 28.5 g = i R
South Dakota 9 21.5 RATIONED DECEMBER 1943 H09 26.9

. 1. Combined State amd !pcal highways.

gn includes all

STATIONS ¥0I INCLUDED:

3o Defanse activity:
4o Detours:

5o Road construztion:

§. Road closed:

States except the followlings

1 station each In Kansas,
1 statlen. each in Maryland, New York, and 2 in 2hlo.
1 statlion-In Georgla.
1 station in Kentucky.

Loulsiana, Nevada,

Minnesota and New Jersay-

New Mex'tco, and Washington:






