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WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

INFORMATIONAL MEMORANDUM NO. 45
BATE: AususT 31, 1943, : ‘ o

SUBJECT: TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS.

preliminary data for July 1948 indicate that the decline in

highway traffic from July 1942 was 28,9 percent. These data from

579 sutematic traffic recorders distributed throughout 43 States,
are pfesented in +able 1. The decrease in traffic during July on
State highways was 28.0 percent; on local highways, 16,0 percent,
The uniformity in traffic decreases since January 1943, upon State
highways and local highways, is remarkable, Throughout each of
these six months, traffic has been lower than in the corresponding
month of 1942 by asbout 30 percent on State highways, and about 20
percent on locdal highways. The revised summary of data for June

. 1943, shown in table 2, varies but slightly from the preliminary

reéults in lhst month's traffic bulletin,-

The monthly record of traffic since January 1940 is given

"in the attached chart for two areas: The eastern seaboard States,

where rationing began in May 1942; and the remainder of the
country, first rationed in December 1942, These data indicate
that in the eastern area, traffic in July 1943 was but 37.7 per-
cent of that in July 1941; while in the West and Middle West the
comparable figure was 54.8 percent., This is a new low in the
eastern area, while in the West and Middle West traffic in July
of this year was not gquite so low as in December 1842 compared,
in both cases, to the corresponding ménth of 1641 as a base. For
the whole of the United States, traffic in July 1943 was 47.0
percent of thst in July 1941, 2 lower percentage than that for

. any previous month compared with the corresponding 1941 month.

At the toll facilitlies, traffic decreases in July were almost
the same as those in June, each month compared with the corres-
ponding month of 1942, both in the ares rationed in-May 1942 and
fnhdhe area rationdd in December 1942, The datz are given in
table 3. There has been, howewver, . an increase in traffic volumes
at toll facilities in both areas in Jwly, as compared with June
of this year, Ih the eastern area, the increase amounted to 12.0
percent for total vehicles, L5,9 percent for passenger cars, and
Z2+8 percent for commercial vehicles.. The smaller increase for
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commercial vehicles is due to the smaller variation in this type
of wehicle from month to month during the year., These percentages
were computed from data for the same 21 facilities in both months.

, A study of the toll facility information for 46 locations in
‘the rest of the country indicates that the total traffic volune
in July 1943 ws compared. with June 1943 increased 7.2 percent,
passenger cars 8,0 percent, and commercial vehicles 2,9 percent.

It is of interest to note that 25 facilities in the area
rationed in December 1242 had approximately the same pereentagde
changes between July 1848 and July 1842 as did the 58 facilities
in the same area, This would indiecate that the figures reported
are representative of the traffic volume changes taking place at

toll facilities. ‘

H. S, FAIRBANK, CHIEF,
o , DIvVIsION OF [NFORMATION,
‘ PuBtlc RoADS ADMINISTRATION.

Attachments,




o~ OF AUTOMATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA

TABLE l. --PRELIM!NARY SUMMARY *
~ FOR JULY l943 'INCLUD ING 572 STATIONS IN .43 STATES
- Type of Number | Total | Percent TyPe of Number | Total | Fereent
highway of daily decrease highway of - daily | dectreage
. and stations|traffic from and stations| traffic | - from
 State , | Juiy 1942 State July 1942

STATE HIGEWAYS STATE-HIGHWAYS

" Alabama -7 9,223 1 2341 Washjington . L9 16,979 $22,9

Arizona 5 12,074 18.4 West Virginia 11 15,534 21.3
Arkansas 21 15,373 23.9 Wisconsin 9 20,867 37.8
California 10 3,577 14.9 | Wyoming '3 2,223 | 31.8

~ Colorado. 5 5,806 3644 _ : : - .
Connecticut 17 36,982 44.5 TOTAL - 43 STATES| 538 801,218 29.0
Delaware 2 3,536 | 36.3 — — ‘
Idaho 6 8,487 22.7 LOCAL HIGHWAYS
F™inois 4 7,134 30.2 - ~ ‘ )

S L wa - 26: 27,039 26.6: Alabama 2 756.] 14,9
Kansas3< 9 9,000 24.8 Connecticut ] 680 24 .4
Kentucky 12 19,382 35.8 Iowa 10 1,234 | 13.5

 Louisiana® 5 10,004 6.6 Marylapd 1 289 3,7

 Maine 11 10,963 34,1 Massachusetts 1 232 36.3
Maryland 14 29,709 29,2 Michigan 2 646: 33.3

sachusetts 9 24,793 36.7 Missouri 2 792 16.9

L higan 26 71,458 35.2 Montana -2 447 4.9

 Mississippi 10 13,445 10.2 Nebraska 1 169 1.7
 Missouri 25 | 42,778 29.0 North Dakota -2 414 1.2

Montana 12 7,309 30.8 Ohio 3 1,452 25.0
Nevada$l 11 6,475 32.4 Oregon 1 240 8.8
‘Nebraska 11 9,874 21.6: Rhode Island 1 307 12.5

. New-Hampshire 18 - 13,575 48.3 Tennessee 2 993 1.2

yvNew Mexico 13 16,667 18,5 Wisconsin - 2 441 7.7
New York b 11 21,646 | 45.1 i :
“tth carolinal 17 23,133 21.2 POTAL - B8 STPATES 34 9,092 16 .0

~ North pakota 11 4,619 261

~ Ohio S 23 40,831 25.8 ;
Oklahoma 20 32,103 | '17.0 ALL HIGHAWAYS
Oregon 3 4,862 17.2 :

~ Pennsylvania 29 40,231 41.3 .

. Rhode Island 3 4,544 26.9 483 STATES? 572 1810,310 28,9
South Carolina| 9 9,756 | 11.9 ' ; ‘
South Dakota 9 6,662 | 22.6 — — ~
Tennessee 2 3,628 25.2 RAPIONED MAY 1942 143 208,426 36.4

' Texas 61 98,471 14.7 ) "

. Utah 7 8,400 26.3 RATIONED .

Vermont 8 4,887 39,9 DECEMBER 1942 429 601,884 25.9

‘V1rgxpxa 4 7,179 | . 40.8 k k » .

ata from seme States cover only a portion of the menth, or have not been adjusted
&fbf the difference in numbers of Sigturdays and Sund&ys between thise "year and.lagtL -

Plua‘szgn before percentege indicates zncrease “,< : .

'Ine!udas all States except. the follawzn@% F@og;dau Gepxgiag Indiana, Minnesota, and
‘:ANew ]erseyo . ) ; - : k ’ :

STATIONS ¥OT INULUBED : Ci, ; o ‘

Bafense aetinty « 1.esch in Kansas and Nevadap 2 ‘each in'L&wisﬂﬁna and Nerth Carolin
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o "TABLE 2,-*REVISED SUMMARY? OF AUTOMATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA FOR
' JUNE !943 !NCLUDING 583 ‘STATIONS AND U6 STATES TR

p—

' 0 Geographic Nﬁmhér _Parcent Geographic Number ‘Pépcen£ 
divisioen ~of | decrease from| division of decrease from
and State stations |  June 1942 " and State sbtations June 19482
 NEW ENGLAND 66 48.9 | EAST SabTH CENTRAL 31 21.9
Connecticut 18 50.2 Alabama 10 10,9
ne Ao 34.2 Kentucky - 9 31.6
assachusetts 10 40,5 Mississippi 8 17 .6+
New Hampshire 17 46.3 Tennessee 4 23.9
. Rhode Island 4 29.6: ’ R , ; .
’Vermont 6 40.2 WEST SOUTH CENTRAL 90 18.6
i : ‘ :
MIDDLE ATLANTIC 40 45.5 Arkansas 21 2640
' Louisianas 6 18.3
New York 11 46.9 Oklahoma 20 20.5
P%nnsylvanxa 29 44,8 Texas 43 1652
‘TVW)UTE ATLANTIC 85 20.7 | MOUNTAIN 62 25.1
i Délaware 4 39.0 Arizona 5 19.2
 Q1F10r1da 19 4.2 Colorado 5. ~31.9
 Georgia' ~ 9 10. Idaho 5 22.8
~Maryland % ' 15 30.1 Montana S 14 29.5
North Carolisa 19 169 Nevada® 11 38.5
outh: Carol1na 7 9.4 - New Mexico 13 19.3
?irg:pla » 1 16.1 Utah 6: 23.2
West Virginia 11 24.4 Wyoming 3 29.9
| E‘AST NORTH CENTRAL 83. 31.2 PACTFIC, 22 19.8
lexnozs' 3 29.9 California 10 15.7
Ind1ana = 23 27 .9 Oregon 3 28.0
Mﬁchigan ‘ 28 33.1 Washington -9 22.7
#~hio 18 25.4
i ﬂlscan31n 11 37.4 TOTAL - 46 STATES? 583 260
WEST YORTH CENTRAL 104 28,4 STATE HIGHWAYS 544 29.0
| Towa 36, 25.8 ‘
. Kansas? 9 24.6 LOCAL HIGHWAYS 39 22.2
.~ Missouri 27 32.5
‘Nebraska 12 24.8 RAfIQNED MAT 1942 164 4.5
North Dakota 11 25.4 {Zirtonzn LN
South Dakota 9 24.1 BRCENBER zg@z 345 mag 26.7

15, Combined State and flocal highways-.

‘fﬁaindeé all States except the foi@uwiné:

"3 SfAfIOHS FOT IFCLUDED:

8 Defense gctivity -

Rbad construction -

1 egeh §n Kansas and Névadaq
3 in Geuraiao

Minnesotav

‘Wew Jersey.

2 in Louisiana.
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- TABLE 3.-~TRAFFIC VOLUME DATA FOR JULY 59'-13 BY VEHICLE TYPES, COMPARED WITH SIMILAR
 INFORMATION FOR JULY 1842 AT TOLL FACILITIES, WﬁERE AVATLABLE,
GOMPAR!SQNS ARE SHOWN FOR

1941,

_Area rationed May. 1942

July 1943

Percentage change .

Pereént age change

e to Florida.

on weekday traffic,

fﬁpairgf

. fa@iiﬁtnes have compafatxve data for 1941,

ne facility in West Virginia and 11 in Kentucky.
y A twelfth, Kentucky bridge prev:eusly reported was made free in July 1943.

i of ‘a Sﬁnday and a wesakday. 8- hoﬂs count at 42 drawazdges »

One of the Kentucky bridges was closed July 13, 1943,

from 1942 _from 1041
Passenger| Trucks Passenger| Trucks Passenger| Trucks
Total cars rand - |Total] cars. and |Total| ecars and"
k busses husses busses
. 20 facilities - Maine to Florida® 3,083,727 |2, 230, 227 | 883,500 |-27.2] -34.1 [+0.2 |-50.4| -58,3 |- 2.5
TUTAL ~ 23 facilities — Maine to Floridae|3,568,280 |2,629,086)|987,194|~28.8] -84.6 |~ 2.2
Mzsce“meous Locations:. not. mcltsded \
above:
42 drawbridges in eastern Morth- i 10 : .
alina (not tolly® 52,019 | 45,662|, 7,257|-13.5] -16.8 |+14.6 |-25.2] -29.2 [+15.0
> r Traffic Tonnel, B@ston {only two C ‘ ) K : ‘
| eeks) 218,355 | 201,956 16,399 -726.6] =-27.0 1[-20.5 |-39.9| -40.8 [-26.7
stations in Washington D.€.(not toll)*| 200,799 e == i=16.9 == == 1-33.8 .= s
Fleetwaod Viaduce, Westchester County, - o . - .
New York . 84,881 | 84,881| .- [-63.5| -63.5 | -- [-85.1| -85.1 | <=
Pennsylvania Turnpike 77,092 | 48,463| 28,629(-45,1] -55.8 |- 7.1 |-76.0| -83.6 |+ 7.4
S~ - Area rationed . December. 1942
4 facilities on Eastern Canadian Border 301,355 | 269,000) 32,355|-40.4| -43.8 |+17.0
2 facilities in the Great Lakes area 79,182 | 61,033| 18,149|-46.5] -54.8 |+42.3
. Bubtotal - 6 facilities 380,587 330,033 50,504 1-4].8{ ~48.2 |125.0
! 11 facll:&tiezs on the Chio River Q‘21‘9‘3_85 7890300 132,085 |-21.0] -22.2 |-13.3 )
12 facihtms in the Ohio River area* ‘ 166,148 | 131,445| 34,703 -12.8; -14.7 |- 46
. Subtotai - 23 facilities 1,087,533 920,745|166,788|~19.8] -21.2 |-11.6 b
9 fgeilities on the Mississippi and ER _ ' - k
Croix Rivers,’St“jlpuis and north 861,543 | 667,094 194?449 22,81 -25.2 °1308
gubtotal - 9 facilities 861,543 867,084|19% ,4ug|-22.9] -25.2 |-13.8 ‘
5 facilities on the Missouri River 337,950 | 266,456{ 71,494 |-15.2] -18.7 |+ 1.3 :
2,£aci1itiés in the Missouri River area 2,716 | 2,364 3521-34.3] -34.8 |-31.5 {-54.1 ‘ ~55.3 |-44.4
‘Subtotal - 7 facilities 340,666 | 268,820| 71,8u6|=15.4| -18.9 |+ 1.1 -
3 facilities on the Mexican Border 48,975 40,856 8,119|+24.3] +20.5 |+48.2 !
 Subtotal - 3 facilities ug,975| 40,856| 8,119(+2§.3| +80.5 |+4s.2 | - T
4 facilities in Chixfornia 1,878,502 |1,670,797 207,705 |-14.6| -15.9 |- 3.3 [-11.4| -14.5 +25;6_T
4 fac:hties in the. Washingtcm=0regon area 234,835 202,297 329533 - 6.4 -.8.8 |+11.9 '
; ,Su&tatal’w 8 ch%lities 3;213¢337 1,873,09u|240,248|=18.8|- ~1§.2 |~ 1.5
TOTAL — 56 facilities.in the area , T T ;
rationed December, 1942 - 4;8325691 |4,100,642|731,949 |-19.7| -21.8 |~ 5.6
25 af the 56 famlttws for, whzch data v : o 1
’eﬁorted for 1941 2,368,657 (2,087,386 281?2?1 -19.7) -21.8 |- 4.9 f23°2 *2623; | +10.8
5 factlai:@es re;bortmg oﬂly tm&al treffic| 305,040 — — 1+ 2,2 — =
19439 and 1943, end aQe inciuded in the 23 facilities from

for







PERCENT OF TRAFFIC IN CORRESPOND ING MONTH, 1941

TRAFFIC AT AUTOMATIC TRAFFIC RECORDERS, 1940~-1943

100

NS Y M\ﬁ,_:%g_%xEN_,

| e | > RATIONED DECEMBER 1942 |

/// , \\f/x,
// / o
N |
N - “

~N
S

; . ; . - M 8 't CReT N
| < bbb N

50k

Gasoline Nation-wide \|
rationing | gasoline
in east. { rationing

\194,0“

1941
11942

 January}-
o ;‘Oét‘abef

aprit
July
- lonuary|-

tf\
Jul
il

o ,':A‘;ﬁ;r”__i’lﬁ"



et

:






