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Traffic Volume Trends - December 1996 

Based on preliminary reports from the State Highway Agencies, travel during December 1996 
on all roads and streets in the nation increased by 2.0 percent as compared to December 1995 
resulting in estimated travel for the month at 198.2 billion vehicle-miles. This total includes 
75.1 billion vehicle-miles on rural roads and 123.2 billion vehicle-miles on urban roads 
and streets. 

Travel for the current month as well the cumulative yearly total on all roads and streets is shown 
below. Similar totals for each year since 1970 are also included. 

J 
Travel in Millions 

All Roads and Streets 
Year December Year to Date 
1 970 89,911 1,120,328 
1971 95,515 1 ,I 85,616 
1972 101,040 1,268,363 
1973 98,856 1,308,287 
1 974 1 05,083 1,289,644 
1975 107,945 1,330,073 
1976 113,030 1,409,162 
1977 1 16,257 1,463,408 
1 978 124,595 1,548,211 
1 979 123,226 1,529,132 

Traffic Volume Trends is a monthly report based on hourly traffic count data. These data, coilected at 
approximately 4,000 continuous traffic counting locations nationwide, are used to determine the percent 
change in traffic for the current month compared to the same month in the previous year. This percent 
change is applied to the travel for the same month of the previous year to obtain an estimate of travel for 
the current month. 

For additional information, for extra copies, or to be put on the monthly mailing list, write: 
Kenneth H. Welty 
Federal Highway Administration 
Off ice of Highway Information Management 
400 7th Street, S.W., Room 3300, XPM-30 Phone (202) 366-5055 
Washington, DC 20590 FAX (202) 366-7742 

1 
1 Change of address information should also be sent to the above address. Send the back cover 
B 
B (including your old address) of the most recent issue you have received with the new information clearly 
a printed or typed. 
J 
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* System entries may not add to give "All Systems" total due to rounding. 
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Table 1 - Estimated Individual Monthly Motor Vehicle Travel tn The United States 
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Table 2 - Estimated Cumulative Monthly Motor Vehicle Travel In The United States 

1996 Individual Monthly Vehicle-Miles of Travel In Billions " 

system 

14.7 

25.2 

23.4 

24.7 

59.7 

171.9. 

Rural Interstate 

Rural Other Arterial 

Other Rural 

Urban Interstate 

Urban Other Arterial 

Other Urban 

All Systems 

3.6 

1.9 

23 
2.8 

Month 

JAN I FEE I MAR I APRIL I MAY / JUNE / JULY I AUG / SEP / OCT I NOV I DEC 

18.0 

29.8 

27.8 

29.2 

69.1 

202.2 

0.7 

0.0 

!I& 
0.8 

1995 Cumulative Monthly Vehicle-Miles of Travel In Billions * 

Percent Change In Individual Monthly Travel 1996 vs. 1995 

Rural Interstate 

Rural Other Arterial 

Other Rural 

Urban Interstate 

Urban ~ t h e r  Arterial 

Other Urban 

All Systems 

18.4 

30.0 

28.0 

28.0 

67.4 

199.2 

18.6 

30.0 

27.9 

29.4 

68.9 

203.3 

15.4 

26.8 

24.8 

26.4 

64.6 

183.9 

Rural Interstate 

Rural Other Arterial 

Other Rural 

2.9 

3.7 

2,8 

18.8 

30.7 

28.6 

28.9 

15.1 

.25.6 

23.9 

25.4 

60.6 

175.2 

15.3 

26.7 

24.7 

25.8 

64.1 

25J 
182.3 

19.3 

33.3 

30.4 

30.0 

71.3 

213.6 

20.2 

34.3 

31.2 

31.0 

20.8 

33.3 

30.7 

30.0 

70.1 

214.1 

1996 Cumulative Monthly Vehicle-Miles of Travel In Billions * 

1.1 

0.2 

0.1 

2.5 

2.0 

24 
2.8 

30.0' 

51.9 

48.1 

50.5 

123.8 

354.3 

Rural interstate 

Rural Other Arterial 

Other Rural 

Urban Interstate 

Urban Other Arterial 

Other Urban 

20.2 

32.9 

30.4 

29.8 

70.1 

212.4 

22.5 

35.8 

32.2 

30.8 

73.2 

~ ~ ~ 2 8 3 3 P 3 ~ ~ ~ 2 t 4 i ~ 2 7 , 2 ' ~  
224.5 

69.1 

204.5 

3.7 

0.9 

0.2 

2.4 

1.8 

2.0 

1.1 

0.3 

a 
0.1 

2.5 

2.7 

22 
2.6 

72.6 

219.7 

48.0 

81.6 

76.0 

79.8 

192.9 

18a. 
556.5 

22.9 

36.0 

32.4 

31.3 

73.9 

226.7 

2.1 

2.3 

2.3 

1.7 

1.7 

1.1 
1.5 

15.4 

26.8 

24.8 

26.4 

64.6 

2E19 

21.91 21.6 

2.4 

1.6 

2.0 

66.4 

111.6 

104.0 

107.7 

260.3 

755.7 

30.5 

52.4 

48.6 

51.8 

125.2 

All Systems 1 183.9 

19.0 

31.8 

29.3 

28.7 

68.4 

204.9 

35.1 

31.6 

29.9 

70.6 

~ U 2 L 5 . & l 2 & $ ~ ~ ~ W W g &  
218.3 

19.2 

31.7 

29.2 

29.0 

68.6 

205.2 

4.6 

3.1 

2.6 

359.1 

49.2 

82.4 

76.5 

81.2 

194.1 

79.1 

34.6 

31.6 

30.5 

72.5 

220.4 

88.1 

147.4 

136.4 

141.2 

335.9 

137.6 

67.9 

113.1 

105.2 

110.1 

263.3 

'107.4 
562.5 

Percent Change In Cumulative Monthly Travel 1996 vs. 1995 

19.5 

32.5 

30.4 

30.1 

71.6 

213.2 

3.1 

1.3 

0.9 

85.7' 

144.9 

Y34.4 

137.7 

331.5 

135.1 

969.4 

986.6 766.9 

Rural Interstate 

Rural Other Arterial 

Other Rural 

Urban Interstate 

Urban Other Arterial 

Other Urban 

All Systems 

17.9 

28.5 

26.9 

27.8 

66.5 

194.4 

19.0 

31.7 

29.6 

29.4 

69.8 

207.8 

127.7 

212.9 

196-5 

197.4 

472.2 

1400.1 

105.8 

177.8 

164.9 

167.5 

401.6 

164.1 

1181.8 

108.9 

180.7 

167.1 

171.2 

406.0 

166.7 

18.2 

29.0 

27.4 

27.7 

65.9 

195.2 

18.2 

29.5 

27.9 

28.2 

67.0 

198.1 

3.0 

1.9 

1.8 

1200.7 

1 .I 

0.2 

0.1 

2.3 

0.8 

eS 
0.9 

18.7 

29.1 

27.3 

28.5 

67.5 

198.2 

149.3 

247.6 

228.1 

227.9 

544.7 

222.9 

1620.5 

131.5 

216.5 

199.3 

202.0 

479.2 

196.8 

1 -7 

1 .O 

1 .O 

2.5 

1.1 

L.4 
1.4 

6.2 

4.0 

2.5 

1425.2 

193.0 

316.7 

291.3 

292.4 

693.3 

2lB5 

0.6 

-0.4 

-0.4 

2.8 

2.6 

2.7 

223.4 

368.6 

341.3 

341.5 

815.2 

2422.8 

168.3' 

279.4 

257.4 

256.6 

613.1 

250.7 

1825.5 

154.4 

252.5 

231.7 

233.2 

553.1 

226.9 

2070.3 

2.5 

0.9 

0.7 

1.8 

0.6 

IS! 
1 .l 

173.5 

284.2 

261.0 

262.2 

621.7 

254.5 

1651.9 

211.2 

346.2 

319.2 

320.6 

760.3 

314_8 

0.2 

1.7 

1.7 

187.3' 

311.1 

287.0 

286.0 

682.9 

279.0 
2033.2 

1857.1 

229.9 

375.4 

346.5 

349.0 

827.8 

2268.3 

2.4 

1.3 

1.1 

2.2 

1.2 

LG 
I .5 

4.2 

2.2 

1.4 

205.5 

340.1 

314.4 

313.7 

748.7 

306.0 

2228.4 

2466.5 

2.9 

1.7 

1.5 

2.5 

1.3 

Is! 
1.8 

2.9 

1.6 

1.4 

2.2 

1.1 

IS 
1.6 

2.9 

1.7 

1.4 

2.3 

1.5 

L.8 
1.8 

3.4 

2.0 

1.6 

2.3 

1.5 

Ml 
1.9 

3.1 

1.7 

1.4 

2.2 

1.4 

I.& 
1.7 

3.1 

1.8 

1.5 

2.2 

1.5 

U 
1.8 

2.8 

1.8 

1.5 

2.2 

1.5 

Id3 
1.8 

2.9 

1.8 

1.5 

2.2 

1.6 

L.6 
1.8 



Table 3 - Changes On Rural Arterial Roads By Region and State 
December I November 

Vehicle-Miles Vehicle-Miles 
Number (Millions) Percent Number (Millions) Percent 
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Note: Where Number of Stations are shown as dashes, the values for Vehicle-Miles and Percent Change are 
derived from the estimated VMT based on data from surrounding States or the Nationwide average VMT. 
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IF YOU NO LONGER WlSH TO RECEIVE THIS REPORT, BE SURE YOUR 
ADDRESS IS ON THE REVERSE, SIGN BELOW AND RETURN TO: 

P- 
KEN.NETH H. WELTY 
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
ROOM 3306 - HPM-30 
WASHINGTON, DC 20590 

18 

p" 

I NO LONGER WlSH TO RECEIVE THE TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS REPORT 

SIGNED: DATED 




