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PUBLIC ROADS ADMINISTRATION 
FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY 

INFORMATIONAL MEMORANDUM ~ 
DATE: DECEMBER 31, 1946 

SUBJECT: TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS 

~ 
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$ 8  

On the  b a s i s  of prel iminary es t imates ,  t o t a l  t r a v e l  on r u r a l  

I r o a d s  i n  November 1946 exceeded t h e  amount o f  such  t r a f f i c  i n  
November 1941 b y  one percent* The inc rease  on main highways was 
4 pe rcen t  above, while  t h a t  on l o c a l  roads  was 8 pe rcen t  below 

I 

t h e  3941 f i g u r e s ,  

T r a f f i c  i n  t h e  two w e s t e r n  r e g i o n s  was 26 p e r c e n t  above 
ccrresponding 1945 countg; while t h a t  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  ~ e g i o n s  was 
approx ima te ly  t h e  same; and t h e  e a s t e r n  r e g i o n s  was 4 p e r c e n t  
below 3,942 l e v e l s .  I n  comparison w i t h  4945 f i g u r e s ,  t r a f f i c  i n  

I 

t h e  w e s t e r n  r e g i o n s  i n c r e a s e d  14 p e r c e n t ,  wh i l e  t h a t  i n  t h e  
c e n t r a l  r e g i o n s  i n c r e a s e d  19 p e r c e n t ,  and t h a t  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  I 

reg ions  increased 26 percent,  
I 

Comparisons of c i t y  t r a f f i c  i n  November 1948 with corresponding 
t r a f f i c  i n  November 1945 are  a s  fol lows:  

6 s t a t i o n s  i n  Chicago, I l l i n o i s  $22.8 percent I 

f 
3 s t a t i o n s  in Columbus, Ohio t38.2 percent I 

3 s t a t i o n s  i n  De t ro i t ,  Michigan $90.5 percent 
5 s t a t i o n s  i n  St ,  Louis, Missouri $10.3 percent 
1 s t a t i o n  i n  Santa Fe,  N e w  Mexico f20.6 percent 
15 s t a t i o n s  i n  Washington, D. C. +J!5.0 percent  i 
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H .  S. F A I R B A N K ,  DEPUTY COMMISSIONER,  
Puserc  R O A D S  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  

Attachments I 
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TABLE: 1.--PRELIMINdRY SUNNARY OF AUTOMATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA FOR 
NOVEMBER 1946 INCLUDING 573 STATIONS IN 41 STATES' 

STAT'E HIGHWAYS STATE BIGBWJYS 

Washington 
W e s t  Virginia 

Connecticut Wisconsin 

Connecticut 

Massachusetts 

Mississippi 

North Dakata 

New Hampshire Rhude Island 
N e w  Mexico 

N o r t h  Carolina 
North Dakota 

Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
Tennessee 4 C E K P R A L  R B G I O R S  

I 

' ~ n c l u d t r  a l l  S t a t e s  e x c e p t  C o l o r  ado ,  Indiana, Minnesota, New Jet se  y ,  South  C a r o l i n i s ,  s o u t h  

Dakota and V i r g i n i a .  
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TdBLE 2.- -REVISED SUNNARY OF AUTOHATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA FOR 
OCTOBER 1946 INCLUDING 630 STATIONS I N  45 STATES" 

Region and S t a t e  

Massachusetts 
New Hampshire 
Rhode Island 

",P b% 

, HIDDL1 ATLANTIC 

Pennsylvania 

SOUTB ATLANTIC 

West Virginia 
S u b t o t a l  nor th  

New Mexico 

North Carof i n a  
' Subto ta l  soa th  

Cali fornia 

S%btot&l r e g i o n  

MEST NORTR CENTRAL 
3 EASfgRX RBGIOHS 

4' C I # f R l L  R B O I U X S  
North Dakota 
South Dakota 

2 K B S f  BR R RPGIORS 
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TABLE 3.--NUMBER OF V E B I C L E S ,  C L A S S I F I E D  BY T Y P E S ,  USING TOLL F A C I L I T I E S  IN NOVEMBER 1946 
THOSE I N  NOVEMBER 1945 AND 1941 

P e r c e n t a g e  change P e r c e n t a g e  change  
from 1945 from 1941 

F a c i l i t i e s  

I County, New York 

Subtote2 - 5 facilities 
5 on the Ohio River 
1 in Kentucky 

Subtotal - 7 facilities 
7 on the Mississippi and St. 
Croix Rivers St. Louis and 

south af St. Lauis 

Subtotat - I 0  fecitities 

an the Eissouri River 
in the Missouri River area 

Subtotal - ? facL EGties 

1 on the Mexican Border 

2 in California 
4 in the Oregon-Washington 

CTAL - 6 facilities 

I 

I 
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FIGURE I.- PERCENTAGE RELATIONS OF RURAL TRAFFlC IN MONTHS OF 1944, 1945 
AND I946 WITH THAT ON CORRESPONDING MONTHS QF 1941. P-48:s 
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FIGURE 2.- VEHICLE-MILES OF TRAVEL ON A L L  RURAL ROADS 
1940 TO 1946 BY MONTHS. P-48L5 




