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TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS - DECEMBER 1979 

Based on pre l iminary  r e p o r t s  from t h e  S t a t e  highway agenc ies ,  t r a v e l  
dur ing  December 1979 on a l l  roads  and streets i$ t h e  n a t i o n  decreased 
by -1.6 percent  as compared t o  December 1978, r s u l t i n g  i n  es t imated  
t r a v e l  f o r  t h e  month a t  119,575 m i l l i o n  veh ic l e rmi l e s .  This  t o t a l  
i nc ludes  41,933 m i l l i o n  v e h i c l e  m i l e s  on main r$ral roads ,  10,958 m i l l i o n  
v e h i c l e  m i l e s  on o t h e r  r u r a l  roads ,  and 66,684 i l l i o n  v e h i c l e  m i l e s  
on c i t y  streets. m 

1 

Trave l  f o r  t h e  c u r r e n t  month a s  w e l l  as t h e  cum l a t i v e  y e a r l y  t o t a l  u on main r u r a l  roads  and f o r  a l l  roads  and streeps i s  shown below. 
S imi l a r  t o t a l s  f o r  each year  s i n c e  1970 are a l s o  included.  

TRAVEL I N  MILLIONS 

Main Rura l  Roads A l l  Roads and S t r e e t s  
December Year t o  Date December Year t o  Date 

1970 31,751 412,734 89,911 1,120,328 
1971 33,555 434,734 95,515 1,185,615 
1972 34,296 449,026 101,040 1,268,362 
1973 32,905 462,451 98,856 1,308,288 
1974 35,525 446,213 105,083 1,289,645 
19 75 36,888 465,635 107,945 1,330,075 
1976 39,194 500,970 113,030 1,409,163 
1977 40,686 523,436 116,257 1,463,409 
1978 42,794 548,352 121,574 1,516,084 
1979 41,933 536,645 119,575 1,493,280 

T r a f f i c  Volume Trends is  a monthly r e p o r t  prepared by t h e  Planning 
Serv ices  Branch, Highway S t a t i s t i c s  Div is ion ,  based on hour ly  t r a f f i c  
count da t a .  These d a t a ,  c o l l e c t e d  a t  approximately 4,000 continuous 
t r a f f i c  count ing l o c a t i o n s  nat ionwide,  are used t o  determine t h e  percent  
change i n  t r a f f i c  f o r  t h e  c u r r e n t  month compared t o  t h e  same month i n  t h e  
prev ious  year .  This  pe rcen t  change i s  app l i ed  t o  t h e  t r a v e l  f o r  t h e  
same per iod  i n  t h e  previous year  t o  o b t a i n  t r a v e l  f o r  t h e  c u r r e n t  
per iod .  

For e x t r a  copies ,  o r  t o  be pu t  on t h e  monthly mai l ing  l i s t ,  con tac t :  

Federa l  Highway Adminis t ra t ion 
Of f i ce  of Pub l i c  A f f a i r s ,  Room 4208 
400 7 th  S t r e e t ,  SW. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
Phone (202) 426-01 7 7. 





FIGURE 2 - ANNUAL TRAVEL ON MAlN RURAL ROADS FOR 
12 MONTH PERIOD ENDING IN MONTH SHOWN 

FIGURE 3 - ANNUAL TRAVEL ON MAlN RURAL ROADS AS PERCENTAGE OF YEAR 1965 



TABLE 1.-SUCMARY BY ROAD CLASS dND BY GEOGRAPHIC AREA 

------------------------------I----------------1I------I---------------___1-1----I--__I_______________ 

I PREf.1 P I  NARY DATA FOR DECEFBER I REVISED DATA FGR NOVEMBER 
*-------------~------------------------,-,@-------,----,----------------_---------- 

* VEHICLE-MILES I I VEHICLE-MILES a 
s (MILL IONS)  * PERCENTAGE [ M I L L I O N S )  * PERCENTAGE 
*--------------------------I CHANGE *- -------- ---- ----- -- ------ 8 CHANGE 
t 1 9 7 9  I 1 9  7 8  I I 1 9 7 9  I 1 9 7 8  I --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------_--_----_________ 

CLASS OF ROAD# ALL STATES: a I 1 1 I t 

MAIN RURAL ROADS...*-.*..*....* @ 41,933 I 42,794 @ -2.0 . 42,702 * 43,989 3 -2.9 
LOCAL RURAL ROAUS...-**...r...* I 10,958 @ 11,109 a -1.4 @ 13,652 I 11,967 I -2.b 
ALL RURAL ROAOS-..*.*..*.-..... * 5 2 r R 9 1  1 53,903 a -1.9 * 54.354 . 5 5 * 9 5 6  @ -2.9 
t l T Y  STREETS....-*..--...-.o-o. ' 66,684 ' 67,671 ' -1.5 a 65,469 . 66,873 ' - 2 1 1  
ALL ROAUS AND STREETS-.**.....- . 119,575 @ 121,574 @ -1.6 @ 119,822 I 1 2 2 1 8 2 9  @ -2.4 * s s I I s 

48 S T A T t S  (MAIN RURAL ONLY): I s I I I I 

EASTERNREGIDN.........-o.=.,..' 15,336 a 15,688 * -2.2 * 1 5 r 4 9 0  . 16,041 . -3.4 
LENTRAL REGiON.....*...*o...... @ 20,046 @ 20,505 * -2.2 . 2 0 1 6 7 7  a 21,377 @ -3 -3  
WESTrRN REGION.*.....-....**W ' 6 r 3 2 R  * 6,359 @ -0.5 * 6,308 ' 6,333 * -0.4 

I I * I * * 
* a TUTAL..~...I.**.......,. @ 41.710 * /'42,552 * -2.0 . 42,475 43.751 -2.9 ................................................................................................................ 

TABLE 2.-CHANGES ON MAIN RURAL ROADS BY STATES 

..................................................................................................................... 
a DECEMBER 8 NOVEMBER s I v DECEMBER I 

I * NOVEMBER 
* (PRELIMINARY) (REVISED) * (PRELIMINARY8 1 (REVISED) 

L) I V  1 s  ON )j STATE a'------------------------------------- 8 * D I V  I S  I O N  AND ST &TE I------------------------------------ 
* NUNBER * PER- ' NUHRER ' PER- @ '  NUMBER @ PER- @ NUMBER ' P E R -  
@ O F  * CENTAGE * OF * CENTAGE ' *  @ OF @ CENTAGE @ OF @ CENTAGE 
* STATIONS * CHANGE STATIONS * CHANGE ' *  * STATIONS * CHANGE @ STATIONS * CHANGE 

--------------.------------------------1----1--------1----*1------------------I--------------------I------------------ 

NEW tNGLANU: I 1 
I s "EAST SOUTH CENTRAL: ' I I I 

* * -  CONNtCTICUT....o..' 6 - 4.R ' 11 * -  4 * 4  *. ALABAMA.o.*o~...*~' 54 . 2.5 5 3  3.2 
M A I N t  ..... *.*.***.' - I  - I 2 2  . - 2 . 9  * *  KEMUCKY....rrr...* 3 4  @ - 5 . 8  ' 3 6  @ - 5 . 8  

' - MASSACHUSETTS..II.* 7 * .  2.9 ' 7 I .  6.O 'I MISSISSIPPIII*.~..' 3 6  I .  2.4 3 7  2.8 
Nk# HAMPSHIRE,..*.' . .  - * 53 * - 2 * 6  'I TENNESSEE*. *-..*..' - * - I 

t - 1 - * *  3 4  * - 4.3 
KHOUk ISLANDIIIII.* - ' t t 1 t 

VEKMONT..*......w.' 39 - 0.1 ' 4 0  I -  1.7 *@WEST NORTH CENTRAL: * I i t 
I I * I * I O A  3 7  - 0 0 . 2  ' 3 6  * - 4 . 4  

MlUOLEATLANTIC:  ' I I I " KANSAS............* 6 9  * + 0.1 @ 6 9  - 1.0 - 1 NEW JtKSEY...,...** . I  1 7  I -  1.4 " WINYESOTA.........' 3 4  ' -  3.4 1 35 1 -  4.t8 
* * -  a - * '  . -  NfU YUKK..........* 1 * -  4.6 2 9  4.1 PISSEURII..~-..-..* 7 2  0.4 73 5<.3 
* - * * -  I. @ . .  PENNSYLVANIA......' 5 4  1 1  4 8  4.9 hEBRASKA*..**.-...@ 1 9  + 3.5 1 9  4.5 

* * * I NORTHDAKOTA*~..~.' - * + l r 8  * - * t 4 . 0  
SOUTH ATLANTIC I 1 * 1 " SOVTHDAKDTAr-...r* 3 4  * + 3 . 6  . 35 * + 0 . 2  

(IIURTHJ: I t I t I I * * I I 

DELAWARE.......,..8 1 4  I -  5.4 ' 1 4  - 4.0 "WEST SOUTH CENTRAL: ' I I I 

' I -  MAHYLAkD..~.~.~...' 3 1  I -  2.2 @ 3 0  1 -  1.5 9 '  ARKANSAS..o......o* 19 I .  4.7 1 9  0.5 
VIRGINIA..........' - I -  1.3 I - ' -  2.1 * *  LOUISIANA......*..* - '  - I 4 3  - 0.7 

' I -  @ . -  - WEST VIRGINIA.....' 1 8  * -  1 1  25 2.4 " OKLAHOMA.. ....-...* 3 4  1.6 3 5  1.5 
I I I * " TEXAS..o.*..*.-.*** 1 1 9  * - 0 - 5  @ 1 1 8  1 + 0 . 3  

SOUTH ATLANTIC I 1 I * *I 1 I 

ISOUTHj  : I I I * * ETliUNTAIN: t * I 

' ' -  FLURIUA...........' 35 I -  1 5  * 37 - 1.7 " ARIZONA...........' 1 8  - 4.3 1 7  1.7 
I * GtORGIA...........' 2 4  * - 1 . 8  I 2 5  @ - 0 - 8  " COLORADO-**.......* 4 3  * + 4 . 5  4 3  - 5 . 1  

NURTH GAROLINA....' 4 4  * -  3.7 @ 4 5  I -  5.3 " IDAHO....-.*.-....* - .  - * 6 3  
@ - 0 . 6  

a @ ' 1 " @ SOUTHCARULINA.-..' 8 ' - 2 - 2  1 0  - 4 . 4   MONTANA^.**^-..^..' 2 4  + 7 . 4  2 3  + 7 . 4  
I I 1 I " kEVADA.*** - . . , . . . . ' -@ - I 2 8  * + 0.1 

t A S T  NORTH CENTRAL: @ 

* * 1 'I NEW MEXICO........' 3 0  - 0.4 ' 30 - 1.9 
 ILLINOIS........^.' 3 8  ' -  0.5 @ 37 ' -  5.1 a *  UTAH..............' - I  - ' 4 1  * - 1.9 
INUIANA....-...o.-I 2 2  ' -  3.6 . 2 2  I .  4.7 " WYOMTNG..-...-..,.* . I  - @ 3 7  * - 1.7 
MiCHIGAN..........' 6 0  ' -  5.6 I 5 2  I -  8.0 'I I I I I 

O S  2 1  * - 4.6 @ 2 1  * - 4.2 * @ P A C I F I C :  I I I I 

@ * ' . ' h'ISCCIHSIN....w~...' 46 ' - 0 . 1  4 5  - 2 . 8  " CALIFORNIA.*.oo.*.* 1 5  - 0 . 5  1 5  + O . 6  
----,-----------------------------------------------II CREGQN......-..++.* - I  I -  t - 

ALASKA............* I * - " WASHINGTON.o....-0' 8 I -  1.7 * 2 4  * + 0.2 . .  
HAd(\WAII.-.,......,.* 3 9 - 6  3 5.6 " t I * I I -  ' - .............................................................................................................. 

NOTE: 1-RURAL MILEAGE OF EACH MAJCR TOLL ROUTE I S  CONSIDERED AS ONE OR MORE STATIONS1 DEPENDING ON STATES' METHOD OF REPORTING. 

2-UHERE THE NUNBER OF STATIONS I S  SHOWN AS A RASH AND A VALUE FOR PERCENTAGE CHANGE I 5  INDICATED, THE LATTER VALUE I S  
BASEU ON A STATEWIDE ESTlfrATE PROVIDED BY THE HIGHWAY AGENGY DETERMINED FROM EXTENSIVE TRAFFIC SAMPLING SURVEYS. 

3-WHtRE THE NUMBER OF STATICNS AND THE PERCENTAGE CHANGE ARE SHOWN AS DASHES, SUFFICIENT INFORHATION WAS NUT AVAILABLE 
TU DETERMINE AN ESTIMATE. 
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