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TRAFFIC VOLUME 
Federal Highway 
Administration RENDS DECEMBER 1989 

TRAVEL ON ALL ROADS AND STREETS IS UP BY 0.3 PERCENT 
FOR DECECBER 1989 A8 COMPARED TO DECEMBER 1988. 

WESTERN CENTRAL EASTERN 

ESTIMATED VEHICLE-MILES OF TRAVEL BY REGION - DECEMBER 1989. 

36.4 BILLION 69.3 BILLION 58.8 BILLION 

PERCENT CHAM66 IN TRAFFlC COMPARED TO SAME MONTH LAST YEAR 

+4.8 -0.5 11.3 

NOTE8 

ALL DATA FOR THIS MONTH ARE PRELIMINARY. REVISED VALUES FOR THE 
t 

t PREVIOUS MONTH ARE SHOWN IN TABLES 1 AND 2. 

I ALL VEHICLE-MILES OF TRAVEL COMPUTED WITH 19881 TABLE VMwZ AS A BASE. 

GOMPfLEBS WITH DATA QN HAND AS OF FEBRUARY 9, 1OdSO. 



T R A F F I C  VOLUME TRENDS - DECEMBER 1989 

BASED OM PRELIMINARY REPORTS FROM THE STATE HIGHWAY AGENCIES, 
T R A V E L  DURING DECEMBER 1989 ON A L L  ROADS AND STREETS I N  THE N A T I O N  
INCREASED BY 0 .3  PERCENT AS COMPARED TO DECEMBER 1988, RESULTING 
I N  ESTIMATED TRAVEL FOR THE MONTH AT 165447 M I L L I O N  V E H I C L E - M I L E S .  i 
T H I S  TOTAL INCLUDES 64745 M I L L I O N  VEHICLE-MILES ON RURAL ROADS AND' 
100701 M I L L I O N  V E H I C L E - M I L E S  ON URBAN ROADS AND STREETS. 

TRAVEL FOR THE CURRENT MONTH AS WELL AS THE CUMULATIVE YEARLY TOTAL 
ON A L L  ROADS AND STREETS I S  SHOWN BELOW. S I M I L A R  TOTALS FOR EACH YEAR 
S I N C E  1970 ARE ALSO INCLUDED. 

TRAVEL I N  M I L L I O N S  
A L L  ROADS AND STREETS 

YEAR DECEMBER YEAR TO DATE 

1970 8991 1 1 120328 
1971 95515 1185615 
1972 101040 1268362 
1973 98856 1308288 
1974 105083 1289645 
1975 107945 1330075 
1976 1 13030 1409163 
1977 116257 1463409 
1978 124595 1548212 
1979 123226 1529132 
1980 t24790 1520856 
1981 124421 1550270 
1982 127139 159248 f 
1983 129776 1649 106 
1984 136095 1716768 
1985 141584 1774762 
1986 149628 183824 1 
1987 155580 1924327 
1988 164878 2025586 
1989 165447 2082258 

" T R A F F I C  VOLUME TRENDS" I S  A MONTHLY REPORT BASED ~ b l  HOURLY T R A F F I C  
COUNT DATA.  ?HESE DATA, COLLECTED AT APPROXIMATELY 4000 CONTINUOUS 
T R A F F I C  COUNTING LOCATIONS NATIONWIDE, ARE USED TO ~ETERMINE THE PERCENT 
CHANGE I N  T R A F F I C  FOR THE CURRENT MONTH COMPARED TO THE SAME MONTH I N  THE 
PREVIOUS YEAR. T H I S  PERCENT CHANGE I S  A P P L I E D  TO THE TRAVEL FOR THE 

I SAME PERIOD I N  THE PqEVIOUS YEAR TO O B T A I N  TRAVEL FOR THE CURRENT PERIUD.  
t 

I FOR A D D I T I O N A L  INFORMATION, FOR EXTRA COPIES, OR 
I 

, TO BE PUT ON THE MONTHLY M A I L I N G  L I S T ,  CONTACT: 
1 

KENNETH H .  WELTY 
FEDERAL HIGHWAY A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  
O F F I C E  OF HIGHWAY INFORMATION MANAGEMENT 
400 7 T H  STREET S.W., ROOM 3300 - HPM-30 
WASHINGTON, D . C .  20590 

PHONE 202-366-5055 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS INFORMATION SHOULD ALSO B E  SENT TO THE ABOVE AODRESS. 
SEND I N  THE NEW ADDRESS INFORMATION U S I N G  THE BACK COVER OF THE MOST 
RECENT I S S U E  YOU HAVE RECEIVED.  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
* S P E C I A L  N O T E  * 
* * 
* Travel for the month of December shows only a slight increase * 
* over December of 1988. This is the result of very good weather * 
* during December of 1988 and severe winter weather during most * 
* of December 1989 over a large part of the Nation, especially * 
* in the Eastern and Central regions of the U.S. * 
* * 





F I G U R E  2 - T R R V E L  ON U O S U H I G H W F I Y S  B Y  M O N T H  

LEGEND 
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FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
O F F I C E  OF HIGHWAY INFORMATION MANAGEMENT 
400 - 7 T H  STREET, S.W. 
WASHINGTON. D .C.  20590 TABLE 1. 

ESTIMATED I N D I V I D U A L  MONTHLY MOTOR VEHICLE TRAVEL I N  THE U N I T E D  STATES * 

MONTH 

SYSTEM J A N  FEB MAR APR MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEPT OCT NOV DEC 
- _ _ I - - - - -  

1988 I N D I V I D U A L  MONTHLY VEHICLE-MILES OF TRAVEL I N  B I L L I O N S * *  

OTHER RURAL 

A L L  SYSTEMS 

! 1989 I N D I V I D U A L  MONTHLY VEHICLE-MILES OF TRAVEL I N  B I L L I O N S * * *  I 

OTHER RURAL 

A L L  SYSTEMS 

PERCENT CHANGE I N  I N D I V I D U A L  MONTHLY TRAVEL 1989 VS. 1988 

OTHER RURAL 

A L L  SYSTEMS 

r O F F I C E  OF HIGHWAY INFORMATION MANAGEMENT 
400 - 7 T H  STREET, S.W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20590 TABLE 2. 

ESTIMATED CUMULaTIVE MONTHLY MOTOR VEHICLE TRAVEL I N  THE U N I T E D  STATES * 

MONTH 

SYSTEM JAN 1 FEE I MAR I APR I MAY I JUNE 1 JULY I AUG 1 SEPT I OCT 1 NOV I DEC 

1988 CUMULATIVE MONTHLY VEHICLE-MILES OF TRAVEL I N  B I L L I O N S * *  

R U R A L A R T E R I A L  34.2 66.8 106.9 646.9 190.2 234.6 282.2 329.4 371.5 414.2 454.0 493.3 

OTHER RURAL 22.7  44.1 69.6 9 6 . 0  125.7 155.4 186.3 216.3 244.3 273.1 299.0 324.2 

URBAN 9 2 . 0  '179.7 282.0 382.5 487.5 592.1 698.4 805.7 906.8 1010.4 1107.7 1208.0 

A L L  SYSTEMS t48.9 290.6  458.5 625.3  803.4 982.1 1t66.9 1351.5 1522.6 1697.7 1860.7 2025.6 
I - - - - - I - t I I I I I I I d I -  

1989 CUMULATIVE MONTHLY VEHICLE-MILES OF TRAVEL I N  B I L L I O N S * * *  

OTHER RURAL 

A L L  SYSTEMS 

PERCENT CHANGE I N  CUMULATIVE MONTHLY TRAVEL 1989 VS. 1988 

* SYSTEM EWTRIES MAY NUT ADD TO G I V E  " A L L  SYSTEMS" TOTAL DUE TO ROUNDING. 
** THESE ARE PRELIMINARY ESTIMATES WHICH W I L L  B E  REVISED TO AGREE WITH F I N A L  ESTIMATES OF 1988 ANNUAL 

TRAVEL PROVIDED B Y  STATE HIOHWAY DEPARTMENTS. 
***  TO B E  REVISED BASED OW 1989 F I N A L  TRAVEL ESTIMATES. 

FBW FURT6dER INFORMATION CONTACT KENNETH WELTY, O F F I C E  OF HIGHWAY INFORMATZON MANAGEMENT, 
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADIXR%PSIRATIOW, PHONE 202-366-5055. 



TABLE $.-SUMMARY BY ROAD CLASS AND BY GEOGRAPHIC AREA 

PRELIMINARY DATA FOR DECEMBER 1 REVISED DaTW FOR NOVEMBER 

CLASS OF ROAD. A L L  STATES: 
. . . . . . . . . . .  RURAL ARTERIAL ROADS 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  OTHER RURAL ROADS 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  A L L  RURAL ROADS. 

C I T Y  STREETS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . .  A L L  ROADS AND STREETS 

48 STATES (RURAL ARTERIAL 1: 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  EASTERN REGION.. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  CENTRAL'REGION 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  WESTERN REGION. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  TOTAL 

D I V I S I O N  AND STATE 

NEW ENGLAND: 
CONNECTICUT . . . . . . .  
MAINE . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

SOUTH ATLANTIC 
(NORTH) : 

V I R G I N I A  . . . . . . . . . .  
WEST V I R G I N I A . .  . . .  

SOUTH ATLANTIC 

EAST NORTH CENTRAL: 

H A W A I I . . .  . . . . . . . . .  

NOTE: I-WHERE THE NUMBER OF STAT 
BASED ON A STATEWIDE EE 

VEHICLE-MILES VEHICLE-MILES 
( M I L L I O N S )  PERCENTAGE ( M I L L I O N S )  PERCENTdGE 

CHANGE CHANGE 
1989 1988 1989 1988 

I 

TABLE 4.-CHANGES O N  RURAL ARTERIAL ROADS BY STATES 

IBER 
IINARY) 

PER- 
CENTAGE 

CHANGE 

NOVEMBER 
(REVISED I. I DECEMBER NOVEMBER 

(PRELIMINARY) (REVISED) 
D I V I S I O N  AND STATE 

CENTAGE CENTAGE 

EAST SOUTH CENTRAL: 
ALABAMA.. . . . . . . . . .  / 47 1 - 0 . 5  47 3.9 

. . . . . . . .  KENTUCKY.. 
M I S S I S S I P P I  . . . . . . .  
TENNESSEE . . . . . . . . .  

WEST SOUTH CENTRAL: 
ARKANSAS . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . .  LOUISIANA 
. . . . . . . . . .  OKLAHOMA 

TEXAS. . . . . . . . . . . . .  
MOUNTAIN : 

. . . . . . . . . . .  ARIZONA 
. . . . . . . . . .  COLORADO 

IDAHO . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
MONTANA . . . . . . . . . . .  

............ NEVADA 
. . . . . . . .  NEW MEXICO 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  UTAH 
. . . . . . . . . . .  WYOMING 

P A C I F I C :  
. . . . . . . .  CALIFORNIA 

OREGON . . . . . . . . . . . .  
WASHINGTON . . . . . . . .  

ONS IS SHOWN AS A DASH AND 4 VALUE FOR PERCENTAGE CHANGE I S  INDICATED, THE LATTER VALUE 1% 
' IMATE PROVIDED BY THE HIGHWAY AGENCY AS DETERMINED FROM EXTENSIVE TRAFFIC SAMPLING SURVEYS. 

2-WHERE THE NUMBER OF STATIONS AND THE PERCENTAGE CHANGE ARE SHOWN AS DASHES, I N S U F F I C I E M T  INFORMATION WAS AVAILABLE 
TQ DETERMINE AN ESTIMATE. 






