
PUBLIC ROADS ADMINISTRATION 
FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY 

INFORMATIONAL MEMORANDUM 

PATE: SEPTEMBER 30, 1946 

SUBJECT: TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS 

August 1940 t r a f f i c  on rur 'al  roads was s l i g h t l y  below t h e  l e v e l  
of 3941, t h e  previous  all-t ime high,  bu t  cont inued we l l  above t h e  
1940 level, previously the  second h ighes t  t r a f f i c  year. On the  bas i s  
o f  pre l iminary  es t imates ,  t o t a l  t r a v e l  during August 1848 on r u r a l  
roads w a s 3  percent below t h a t  o f  August 1943. T r a f f i c  on main high-  
ways and on l o c a l  roads l ikewise  was 9 percent  below the  1941 fig- 
ures, [ 

T r a f f i c  i n  the  two western reg ians  was 24 percent above corres- 
ponding 1941 counts; t h a t  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  regions was 2percentbelow; 

l 

and t h a t  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  r e g i o n s  was 17 percent  below 1941 levels. 
Sn colnparison with 1945 f igu res ,  t r a f f i c  i n  t h e  western reg ions  in- 
creased 58 percent while t h a t  i n  both the  c e n t r a l  regions and i n  the  
eas tern  regions . increased 37 percent. 

I 

Comparisons of c i t y  t r a f f i c  i n  August 1846 with corresponding 
t r a f f i c  i n  August 1945 a re  as  follows: 

1 

1 

*t*- 
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6 s t a t i o n s  i n  Chicago, I l l i n o i s  $19.8 percent, 
3 s t a t i o n s  i n  Cleveland., Ohio f29.6 ,gercent,  
3 s t a t i o n s  i n  De t ro i t ,  Michigan +16.0 percent. 
1 s t a t i o n  in Duluth, Minnesota 4-21.? percent. 
5 s t a t i a n s  fn St,  Louis, Missouri +26.9 percent. 
1 s t a t i o n  i n  Santa Fe, New Mexico t28.5 percent,  
i s t a t i o n  i n  S e a t t l e ,  Washington +41.1 percent* 
$ s t a t i o n  i n  Tacoma, Washington +18.4 percent ,  

l 

13' s t a t i a n s  i n  WashingLon, D. C1 +20.4 percent.  
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TABLE 3. --NU#BER OF v ~ H I C L E S ,  CLASSIFIED BY TYPES, USING TOLL PACILlTI8 'S  eShr AUGUST 1946 COMPdRED 
MITE THOSE IN AUGUST 1945 AND 1941. 

2 i n  Kentucky 

S u b t o t a l  - 10 f a c i l i t i c s  

6 a n  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  and S t .  
C r o i x  R i v e r s  S t .  L o u i s  and 

2 on t h e  V i s s i s s i p p i  R i v e r  s o u t h  
of  S t .  L o u i s  

S u b t o t a l  - 8 f a c i l i t i e s  

4 an t h e  M i s s o u r i  R i v e r  
2 i n  t h e  M i s s o u r i  R i v e r  a r e a  

2 on t h e  Mexican Borde r  

WESTERN REGIONS 

These f a c i l i t i e m  hrve  comparativ* d a t e  f a r  1946,  1945 and 194f and a r c  i n c t u d e d  i n  t h e  Iarge  t o t a l  be low.  

One o f  t h e s e  f t e i l i t i c s  is i n  Western New York end t h e r e f o r e  is r e l a t e d  t o  r i m i t a r  f r c i l i t i c s  in  t h e  t e n t r . 1  S t e t e s .  

F a c i l i t i e s  

1946 

EASTERN REGIONS 

P e r c e n t  age change 
from 2945 

3 i n  t h e  New Enpfand S t a t e s  
16 i n  t h e  Midd le  A t l a n t i c  S t a t e s  

I 
F lee twood  V i a d u c t ,  Wes t c h e s t e r  

County,  New Y ~ r k  
P e n n s y l v a n i a  T u r n p i k e  
5 i n  t h e  Sdu th  A t l a n t i c  S t a t e s  

TOTAL - 26 f a c i l i t i e s '  
TOTAL - 29 f a c i l i t i e s  , 

P a s s e n g e r  

P e r c e n t  age  change  
from 1841 

T r u c k s  

98 ,718  
12,382,930 

550,901 
325,360 
509,510 

13,868,419 
14,934,567 

I I 

CFRTRAL XtFGIONS 

T r u c k s  

93,684 
10,876,302 

550,901 
277,882 
4 18,299 

12,217,068 
13 ,193 ,141  

3 on t h e  G r e a t  L a k e s  Canacjian 
 order l 

2 i n  t h e  O r e a t  Lakes  Region 

S u b t o t a l  - 5 f a e i t i t i e s  ' 

T r u c k s  
T o t  a 1  

5,034 
1,506.628 

- - -  
48 ,478  
91 ,211  

1 ,651 ,351  
1 ,741 ,426  

8 on t h e  Oh ia  R i v e r  

653,630 
268,526 

922,156 

T o t a l  c a r s  and 
b u s s e s  

t 6 9 . 0  
i37 .7  

$68.0 
$77.9 
t 4 1 . 9  

t39 .8  
+ 4 0 , 1  

633 ,793  
, 235,908 

86Q,?TJ 

$70.9 
$38.8 

-4-68.0 
t 8 5 . 4  
t42 .3  

t 4 1 . 1  
t 4 1 . 7  

19,837 
32 ,618  

F2,455 

and 
b u s s e s  

Passenger 
Car s  

T o t a l  

$39,4 
$30.1 

- -  
$4405 
t3908  

f31.0 
$29.1 

$27.4 
i 6 1 . 0  

t 3 5 . 6  

and 
b u s s e s  

-25.7 
f l l . 6  

- 1.1 
-11.4 - 201 

t 9.4 

f27 .4  
i 6 2 . 1  

$ 3 5 . 2  

-26.8 
$ 8 . 6  

- 1 . l  
-17.8 - 6 .2  

$ 604 

$27.9 
$53.2 

t42.6 

t 2.8 
f38 .5  

- * 
f 600 3 
$22.5 

C37.9 

t95 .7  
t 1.9 

f 2 3 . 8  

$34.7 - 204 

C22.1 

t79 ,O 
t 4 9 . 9  

t 5 9 .  Y 












