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TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS - AUGUST 1979

- Based on preliminary reports from the State highway|agencies, travel
during August 1979 on all roads and streets in the nation decreased by
~-3.8 percent as compared to August 1978, resulting in estimated travel
for the month at 137,204 million vehicle miles. This total includes
51,858 million vehicle miles on main rural roads, 13,924 million vehicle
miles on other rural roads, and 71,423 million vehi¢le miles on city
streets.

Travel for the current month as well as the cumulative yearly total

on main rural roads and for all roads and streets is shown below.
Similar totals for each year since 1970 are also included.

TRAVEL IN MILLIONS .

Main Rural Roads ' All Roads and Streets
August Year to Date ~ August Year to Date

1970 42,804 277,327 : 106,969 749,162
1971 44,537 291,921 112,642 790,730
1972 45,979 301,950 119,913 849,618
1973 47,078 314,071 124,426 881,630
1974 46,165 298,099 124,070 857,786
1975 47,129 312,975 126,103 888,491
1976 49,892 337,091 131,913 942,496
1977 52,047 351,002 136,337 977,075
1978 54,952 366,158 142,695 1,008,315
1979 51,858 359,838 137,204 998,309

Traffic Volume Trends is a monthly report prepared by the Planning Services
Branch, Highway Statistics Division, based on hourly traffic count data.
These data, collected at approximately 4,000 continuous traffic counting
locations nationwide, are used to determine the percent change in traffic
for the current month compared to the same month in the previous year.

This percent change is applied to the travel for the same period in the
previous year to obtain travel for the current period.

For extra copies, or to be put on the‘monthly mailing 1ist, contact:

Federal Highway Administration
Office of Public Affairs, Room 4208
400 7th Street, SW.

Washington, D.C. 20590

Phone (202) 426-0677.




AVERAGE DAILY VEHICLE-MILES OF TRAVEL-MILLIONS
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FIGURE 1 - TRAVEL ON MAIN RURAL ROADS, BY MONTHS
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FIGURE 2 - ANNUAL TRAVEL ON MAIN RURAL ROADS FOR
12 MONTH PERIOD ENDING IN- MONTH SHOWN

ANNUAL VEHICLE-MILES OF TRAVEL-BILLIONS

200

195

190 -
2

185 « LAY

180 ; ”

175 : -

170
165 ; a

/
!I
(v

2

160 - S yd

155 - ; /s_é
. v A7

150 < /
145 - ‘ 7 P Ny

140 77
/'///' \‘
135 P
'
130 : P
| i
125 /_},
120 A7 - ——— WESTERN STATES
P —— CENTRAL STATES

A —-—EASTERN STATES

™,

N\
\\
\
2 N\
\\
I
o3 /] T
s ! L
\\\ }
\ N\
\
N
~N

\

S

PERCENTAGE OF 1965 TRAVEL

115

110

105 =
z

100

Cit bt b berr berr b v bt b e b v b b by

1966 1967 1968 1960 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980
FIGURE 3 - ANNUAL TRAVEL ON MAIN RURAL ROADS AS PERCENTAGE OF YEAR 1965




TABLE 1+~SUMMARY BY ROAD CLASS AND BY GEOGRAPHIC AREA

= *mrrrTERNDY J bl AT 2
REVISED DATA FDR JULY‘

N PRELiHINARY DATA FOR AUGUST '
' ‘v N o
' ' VEHICLE-MILES ' ' VEHICLE-MILES '
' (MILLIONS) ' PERCENTAGE ! (MILLIONS) ' PERCENTAGE
' oSk : =< % CHANGE (e e ' CHANGE
¢ 1979 ' 1978 . ' 1979 ' 1978 L
CLASS OF ROAD, ALL STATES: ' . 1 . ' '
‘MAIN RURAL ROADSsesevscssscesce ' 51,858 . 54,952 ' =546 ’ 494693 ' 54,332 ' =Be5
LOCAL RURAL ROADSeseseae ’ 13,924 i 14,438 ' =346 ' 14,000 ' 144426 . ~340
. 65,782 ' 69,390 . =Se2 . 634693 ' 58,759 ' “Teds
' 715423 ' 73,304 ’ ~2e6 ' 68,533 . 72,408 M ~5a4
ALL/ROADS AND STREETSessseseses ! 137,204 . 142,695 1 ~3.8 ' 132,226 : 141167 ! ~6e3
* L] i ] 1] L]
48 STATES {MAIN RURAL ONLY}: ' . J . ' '
EASTERN REGIONswscssoscocssoscs * 18,510 ' 19,619 . ~5.7 . 17,554 ' 194445 ' -9 7
CENTRAL REGIONeseavssesscacenas * 24,880 ' 26,186 ' -5.3. ¢ 23,872 N 25,972 N -8.1
WESTERN REGIONesvescossossnances ' 8,158 ’ 8,819 ¢ =75 ' 7,951 v 8,591 v ~Ted
B . L] L] 1] 1 1 ]
TOTALeesavossecescasanse ! 514548 ' 54,624 ' =546 ' 49,377 ' 54,008 * -846
TABLE 24~CHANGES DN MAIN RURAL RXDADS BY STATES
e : S cmr - EXTEE - " S i s
. AUGUST ' JuLyY i . AUGUST . JULY
' (PRELIMINARY) ' (REV ISED) e ' (PRELIMINARY) ' (REV ISED)
DIVISIDN AND STATE teseeosdmeccdsoos b i ~225 00 DIVISION AND STATE tomocmessorsidessins EF
* NUMBER ' PER~. ' NUMBER ' PER- *¢ ' NUMBER ' PER-: ' NUMBER *  PER=
' DF . v CENTAGE oF » CENTAGE ! ' oF * CENTAGE ' OF ' CENTAGE
* STATIDNS * CHANGE ' STATIONS ' CHANGE '' * STATIONS * CHANSE * STATIONS ' CHANGE
i S DS e S o - it i Aqae e St SEEPES
NEW ENGLAND: ' . ' ' *YEAST SDUTH CENTRAL: * ' * '
CONNECTICUTssasass® - ' - 8 T~ 9.4 "t ALABAMAcaessecossa’ - ' - 51 = 8e7
MAINEseaasssosonns? 20 P = 6.8t 21 ' =1344 't KENTUCKYsessesasee? 37 - 4e8 Y 3¢ T - 9.2
MASSACHUSETT Seaese® 6 Y= T2t 8 T =14.1 | 'Y MISSISSIPPlucesses’ 4D * - 3,8 ¢ 35 v - 9.3
NEW HAMPSHIREseees® - M - 58 t =949 'Y TENNESSEEseesesese’ 29 t - 3.7 8 29 t- TeD
. - L] - , - . - e L] T A : 1]
. 38 T -6.0 * 40 ! -10.0 ’?#EST NORTH CENTRAL: ! ' ' '
- N ' . ' 10WAesscssscrances’ 36 ' - 6s3 * 33 v - 99
MIDDLE ATLANTIC: v ' . . 14 KANSASeessssssseas? ki) v - 5.9 ¢ 57 '~ 9.0
NEW JERSEYesessess! = . -t 19 t = 849 0 MINNESOTAesssasess’ - . - 34 ' = 743
NEW YORKesosesaooe! 28 v - Bul 24 * =15.3 *'' MISSOURIessesesese’ 74 ' - 5,9 ¢ T4 ' -10.0
; PENNSYLVANIA<esosa® 52 * -89 * 53 * =127 ' NEBRASKAswessesses! 19 T - 9,8 ¢ 17 v -1046
!&«nu\\‘ v ' . v Yt NORTH DAKOTAcassse’ - ' - 6eB ¢ - LI P
; SOUTH ATLANTIC . ' . ’ **. SOUTH DAKOTAssaeaes? 35 L § P 30 oel0.7
A {NORTH} = ] ' LR ] " ] . . Lt
DELAWAREseessssece 18 t - 4.3 Y 21 * = 8.9 *'WEST SDUTH CENTRAL:z * . ' J
MARYLAND.onnosenes? - . - 32 T~ Bel 'Y ARKANSASssssessess’ 25 s ka2 0 25 ' = 5.9
VIRGINIAseseosasse? - LT % S ' = &l ' LOUISIANAesssessee® - N - 45 ' - &b
WEST VIRGINIAsesee® - ' - - ' - e ' 34 " 2.8 - '
o N . ’ " ' o118 Y= 2.1 118 vo=lTe9
SOUTH ATLANTIC . . ' ' " . ' ' . .
(SDUTH): - ’ ' . ' ! 'MOUNTAIN: . * . N
FLORIDAcscecsosans? 14 v -3,9 ¢ 22 ' - 7.8 ' 18 vo-3,1 0 18 ¢ ~12.2
GEDRGTAwsceeseocse’ - ' - - ' - ' 42 Pom s 43 Vo= Bub
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NOTE: 1-RURAL MILEAGE OF EACH MAJOR TOLL ROUTE IS CONSIDERED AS ONE OR MORE STATIONS, DEPENDING ON STATES' METHOD OF REPORTINGe

2-WHERE THE NUMBER OF STATIONS IS SHOWN AS A DASH AND ‘A VALUE FOR PERCENTAGE CHANGE IS INDICATEDs THE LATTER VALUE IS
 BASED ON A STATEWIDE ESTIMATE PROVIDED BY THE HIGHWAY AGENGY DETERMINED FRIM EXTENSIVE TRAFFIC SAMPLING SURVEYS.

3-WHERE THE NUMBER OF STATIONS AND THE PERCENTAGE CHANGE ARE. SHOWN AS DASHES, SUFFICIENT INFORMATION WAS NDT AVAILABLE
TO DETERMINE AN ESTIMATE.
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U.8. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

FEDEEAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
‘Washington, D:.C. 20590
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