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I TRAFFIC VOLUME: TRENDS - AUGUST 1979 

Based on prel iminary r e p o r t s  from t h e  S t a t e  h ighwayagencies ,  t r a v e l  
during August 1979 on a l l  roads and s t r e e t s  i n  t h e  a t i o n  decreased by r -3.8 percent  a s  compared t o  August 1978, r e s u l t i n g  n es t imated  t r a v e l  
f o r  t h e  month a t  137,204 mi l l i on  veh ic l e  miles .  Th s t o t a l  inc ludes  
51,858 mi l l i on  veh ic l e  mi les  on main r u r a l  roads ,  1 ,924 m i l l i o n  veh ic l e  
miles  on o t h e r  r u r a l  roads,  and 71,423 mi l l i on  mi les  on c i t y  
s t r e e t s .  

I 

I Travel  f o r  t h e  cu r ren t  month a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  cumulative yea r ly  t o t a l  
on main r u r a l  roads and f o r  a l l  roads and s t r e e t s  i s  shown below. 

I Simi lar  t o t a l s  f o r  each year  s i n c e  1970 a r e  a l s o  included.  

TRAVEL I N  MILLIONS 

Main Rural Roads A l l  Roads and S t r e e t s  
August Year t o  Date August Year t o  Date 

T r a f f i c  Volume Trends i s  a monthly r epor t  prepared by t h e  Planning Services 
Branch, Highway S t a t i s t i c s  Division,  based on hourly t r a f f i c  count da ta .  
These d a t a ,  c o l l e c t e d  a t  approximately 4,000 continuous t r a f f i c  counting 
loca t ions  nationwide, a r e  used t o  determine t h e  percent  change i n  t r a f f i c  
f o r  the,  cu r ren t  month compared t o  t h e  same month i n  t h e  previous year .  
This  percent  change is  appl ied  t o  t h e  t r a v e l  f o r  t h e  same per iod  i n  t h e  
previous yea r  t o  ob ta in  t r a v e l  f o r  t h e  cu r ren t  period.  

For e x t r a  copies ,  o r  t o  be put  on t h e  monthly mail ing l is t ,  con tac t :  

Federal  Highway Administration 
Off ice  of Pub l i c  A f f a i r s ,  Room 4208 
400 7th S t r e e t ,  SW. 
Washington, D. C. 20590 
Phone (202) 426-0677. 



FIGURE 1 - TRAVEL ON MAIN RURAL ROADS, BY MONTHS 



FIGURE 2 - ANNUAL TRAVEL ON MAIN RURAL ROADS FOR 
12 MONTH PERIOD ENDING IN MONTH SHOWN 

1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1h75 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 

FIGURE 3 - ANNUAL TRAVEL ON MAIN RURAL ROADS AS PERCENTAGE OF YEAR 1965 



TABLE 1.-SUMMARY BY ROAD CLASS AND BY GEOGRIPHIC AREA 

I".8~~-~---------U------~------~------~~--------*--*--*---------*--------*-~--*------*---*--*-----------------*-~~1.~~f~~~~p~~*~~~'P~.).)PPP..;'Cr*-llS . * "  
1 PRELIHINARY DATA FOR AUGUST 8 REVISED DATA FOR JULY 
I-----------,,----------------------*--------------------*-~------------------ . ^ 3 * VEHICLE-MILES 8 s VEHICLE-MILES 8 
8 I MILLIONS) * PERCENTASE 8 
I----,,,----,,, , , ,--,---,I I HILLTONS) 

PERCENTAGE 
CHhNGE *----------------------?--------8 CHANGE 

8 1 9 7 9  * 1 9 7 8  * I 1 9 7 9  t 1 9 7 8  I 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - * - - - - - - - - - - * - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - l - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

CLASS OF ROAD. A L L  STATES: I I t I I I 

' * a . a MAIN RURAL ROADS.rir*....r-..rr 51,858 5 4 r 9 5 2  -5.6 49.693 548332 -8.5 
a . . a ' LDCAL RURAL ROADS.....r...or..r 13,924 14,438 -3.6 1 4 r O 0 0  14,426 -3.0 

ALL RURAL ROAOSooo.~. r r . . roo~~~ * 65,782 8 69,390 * -5.2 ' 63.693 * be9759 * -7.4 
tITYSTREETSrm.r.r..+r..~~o~~o~' 7 1 ~ 4 2 3  ' 7 3 ~ 3 0 4  ' -2.6 ' 68,533 ' 12.408 ' - 5 1 4  

' * ' a . ALL ROADS AND STREETS.rr....rrc 131,254 142,695 -3.8 132,226 1 4 1 ~ 1 6 7  -6.3 
8 t 8 8 8 S 

4 8  STATES {MAIN RURAL ONLY): 1 8 I t I I 
I ' * ' a * EASTERN REGION.r...r.r..-0.0.r. 18.510 19,619 -5.7 1 7 8 5 5 4  19.445 -9.7 

CENTRAL REGION.or..or.r..r.r..r ' 24,880 8 2 6 r 1 8 6  * -5.3 ' 23,872 * 251972 -8.1 
WESTERN REGION*o.rr..r.....mo.r * 8 9 x 5 8  * 8.819 ' -7.5 7,951 * 8,591 ' -7.4 

1 8 8 * * 8 

a * a . * TO TALI...........^^^^^^^ 51,548 54,624 * -5.6 49,377 548008 -8.6 
--*----------------------------~----------------~----------*-*----~--~------~--e--*~-------------------- 

TABLE 2.-CHANGES ON MAIN RUR4L POhDS BY STATES 

- - - - - - I - - - * - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - * - - - * * - - - - C - - - - - - - - - - - - - * ~ v  
8 8 I 8  AUGUST JULY 8 AUGUST * 

I 8  
JULY 

(PRELIMINARY) * (REVISED) 
D I V I S I D N  AND STATE *-------------------------------------- 

* (PRELI  MI NARY 8 t REV ISED) 
8 8  D I Y f S I O N  4N3 ST&TE 8-------------------------------=~~~ti.r?~ 

NUMBER 8 PER- * NUMBER ' PER- NUMBER ' PER- ' NUMBER * PER- 
' O F <  'CENTAGE * OF 'CENTAGE * '  OF ' CENTAGE * OF ' CENTAGE 
* STATIDNS 8 CHANGE ' STATIONS ' CHANGE *I * STATIONS ' CHANSE STATIONS * CHANGE 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - T - - - - - - - - - - - - - T - - - - - - - - - - - - 8 # , - - - - - - , - - - * - - , , - , - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - * - - - . "  , a _ ;  , * a - *  

NEW ENGLAND: * * I I *EAST SOUTH CENTRAL: * * I I 

CONNECTICUToorro.. ' - . *  8 . 9.4 ' *  ALA8AMAo....*...rr8 - 8  - * 51 * - 8.7 
MAINE.~..........o* 2 0  * .  6.8 . 2I * -13.4 a *  KENTUCKY*cr....m.~' 3 7  * .  4.8 9 3 t  * .  9.2 - * " 8 - flASSACHUSETTSo.*..' 6 7.2 ' 8 - 1 4 - 1  MISSISSIPPI....r.r8 40 * .  3.8 35 9.3 . . .  .. - *  - .......' NEWHAMPSHIRf.ror.* - 8 5 8  9.9 TENNESSEE.. 2 9  3 . 7  

I - I - * I  29 * - 7.0 RHODEISLANDo.....' - a  8 I (t s 
VERMONT.o....r..r.* 3 8  . .  6.0 ' 4 6  a -10.3 V*MEST NORTH CfNTRIL: 8 I 8 I 

8 8 I I " IOUA...*o*.m+..om.' 3 6  . 6.3 * 33 - 9.9 
MIDDLE ATLANTIC: ' 8 I I " KANSAS.r.r.......r* 7 6  * -5 .4  * 6 7  I -9.0  . .  NEW JERSEYIIIIII.*~ - 8 . '  1 9  8.9 a .  NINNESOTbr........' - 8  - 8 3 4  - 7.3 

NEW YDRK-*..*.....' 2 8  * .  8.0 a 2 4  a -15.3 " MISSOURI..........' 7 4  . 539 8 $4 8 -13.0 
' 8 .. * * PENNSVLVANIk.r..o.* 5 2  -8 .9  ' 53 -12.7 NEBRASKAII.~~.~...' 19 * - 9 . 8  17 -13.6 

8 8 8 t I *  NORTH DAKDT&......' - 8 -  6.8 8 -  ' - 7 . 2  
SOUTH ATLANTIC : I $ I '. SOUTH DAKOTA......' 3 5  ' -11.4 8 30 8 -10.7 

t NDRTHI : 1 1 I I I I I I 1 

DELAWARE.ro*...r.r9 1 8  ' .  4.3 a 2 1  . 8.9 I 'WEST SOUTH CEYTRhL: 8 9 I I 

* a  MARYLANDI.~O~O~*O~ * - * . *  3 2  . - 8 . 1  ARKbNSASaoo......r8 25 - + . 2  ' 2 5  - 5 . 9  
VIRGfNIA..rr.o.r..* - - 4.2 ' - 8 - 4.1 L O U I S I A N ~ ~ O . . ~ . ~ . . ~  - 8 - v 

8 8 
45 * - 4 . 6  . . .  . . UEST VIRGINIA+. r ro8 - 8 *80KLAHOHA.....r....t 3 4  8 

I I I * .* TEX~SI............' 1 1 8  . 
SOUTH ATLANTIC I 8 8 8 e I I I 

(SOUTH): 1 I 8 a *8HOUNTIIN: I I 

@ " * FLORIDAI.O.O*.....' 1 4  a -  3.9 2 2  . .  7.8 ARIZONAO..~~...O.*~ 1 8  
GEDRGIA.r.r.o....r ' - 8  I -  8 . . '  COL3RhOO..w .......' 42 . 

* - *  NORTH CAROLINA.-.08 4 6  . -  4 1  4 5  * .  7 0 5  " IDIHO..r.r.....r..* 
SOUTHCAROLINA.rrr8 1 3  ' - 3 . 4  * 11 8 -9.0 * '  MO%TANA..r..*..r.*' - 

8 'I 8 8 * .. . .. NEV&DAO...*.~*....~ 2 8  
EAST NORTH CENTRAL: 8 a a I NEW HEXIC0.ar...rm8 30 ' " ' ILLINOIS..o.rrrr..' 32 ' .  7.3 1 9  ' .  9.7 UT4H.....r...r...o8 3 9  

' ' * .' - *  INDIANA.*....*&..** 22 -5.6 23 -7 .5  UYO!4ING.....o....r' . ' ' w .  HICHIGANo.ro....co' 60 - 5 . 3  62 - 6 - 8  t 8 

OHIDI*.......~...~' 1 9  . 5.7 ' 2 0  - 7.6 "PACIFIC: I I 

' 8 '  - *  Y I S C O N S I N ~ ~ . r ~ . ~ ~ . '  4 6  ' .  6.2 4 6  * .  6.9 CALIFORNIA. . .~cr~~*  ---------------------------------------------------** . .  
I - t 

ORESONo..r*ar...o.' . . . .  . . .  ALASKA.o........*. WASHINGTDNI....~..' 6 
HAl4AIIo~o...r.*..rr 3 . 4.1 a 3 * 0.2 " * * - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - -  

NOTE: 1-RURAL HILEI\GE OF EACH MAJOR TOLL ROUTE I S  CONSIDERED AS ONE OR MORE STATIJNS, DEPENDING ON STITES' METHOD OF REPORTING. 

2-WHERE THE NUMBER OF STATIONS I S  SHOWN AS & DASH AND A VALUE FOR PERCENTAGE CHANGE I S  INDICATED, TdE LATTER VALUE I S  
BASED ON A STATEWIDE ESTIMATE PROVIDED BY THE HIGHWAY AGENGY DETERHINE3 i R 3 M  tXTENSlVE TRAFFIC SAYPLING SURVEYS. 

3-WHERE THE NUMBER OF STATIONS AND THE PERCENTAGE CHANGE ARE SHOWN AS DASHES* SUFFICIENT INFORMATION WAS NOT AVAILABLE m DETERMINE AN ESTIMATE. 
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