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Traff ic  Volume Trends - August 1981  

Based on preliminary reports  f rom t h e  S t a t e  highway agencies, t rave l  during 
August 1981  on all roads and s t r e e t s  in the  nation increased by 2.9 percent  a s  
compared t o  August 1980, resulting in es t imated t ravel  for t he  month a t  142,992 
million vehicle miles. This t o t a l  includes 52,836 million vehicle miles on main rural 
roads, 12,944 million vehicle miles on other  rural  roads, and 77,212 million vehicle 
miles on ci ty  s t reets .  

Travel fo r  the  current  month a s  well a s  the  cumulative yearly t o t a l  on main rural 
roads and for  all roads and s t r e e t s  is shown below. Similar to ta l s  for  each  year  since 
1970 a r e  also included. 

Travel in Millions 

Main Rural Roads All Roads and S t ree t s  
August Year To Date  August Year To Date  

Traff ic  Volume Trends is a monthly report  prepared by t he  Planning Services 
Branch, Highway Stat is t ics  Division, based on hourly t ra f f ic  count data.  These 
data ,  collected a t  approximately 4,000 continuous t ra f f ic  counting locations 
nationwide, a r e  used t o  determine the  percent  change in t ra f f ic  for t he  current  
month compared t o  the  s ame  month in t h e  previous year. This percent  change is 
applied t o  the  t ravel  for the  s ame  period in the  previous year t o  obtain t ravel  for  
t he  cur ren t  period. 

For ex t r a  copies, or t o  be put  on the  monthly mailing list, contact:  

Federal  Highway Administration 
Highway Stat is t ics  Division, R m  3300 
400 7 th  St., SW 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
Phone (202) 426-0160 
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FEOERAL HIGHWAY AOHlN I STRAT ION 
HIGHWAY S T A T I S T  ZCS O I V I  SfON 
400 - 7Th STREET* S.W. 
WAS~INGTUNI 5 *C. 20590 

ESTIMATED I&Of  YfDUAL MORTXLY RCTCR VEHICLE TRAVEL I N  TEE UNITED STATES *** 
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1980 I NDI Vf DLA t W k T H L Y  VEHZCLE-RILES GF TRAVEL I N  BILL IONS*  
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f 
i-------------------------------------------------.----------------------*-----------*----------------------*-------------- I 

I 1 1 I t I 1 I I I I I I I 
I 

1 HAIHRdRAL 3 6 - 7  I 3 4 - 1  I 40.6 8 41.8 I 4 5 * 0 , I  4 6 . 3 1  50.01  50.9 I 43.7 1 45.0 I 41.7 I 41.4 I 
1 I 1 I I I I I I I I I I I 

LUCAL RURAL 1 11.0 I 1012 1 1 1 - 7  I 11.8 I 12.3 I 12.3 f 12.6 I 1 2 ~ 7  1 1 1 - 9  12-4 11.7 i 11-5 I 
I I I I I I 1 I I 1 I 1 1 1 
1 r iK0AtJ  1 68.1 1 62.4 1 71.4 I 7 0 - 3  I 7 3 - 1  1 72.0 1 74 .1  1 75 -3  I 7 l e l  I 73.5 I 68.7 1 7013 f 
1 1 I '  1 1 1 f I 1 I I f I I 
I ALi SYSTEnS 1 115.B i 106.7 I 123.7 J 1 2 3 ~ 9  1 130.4 1 131.4 1 136.7 1 1 3 9 - 0  f 126-8 f 130,S f 122.0 1 123-3 
J------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------*--------------------------- I 
1 1 
1 t 
1 1985 I N D I  VIDLAL XCKTHLY VEH f CLE-NI LES CF TRAVEL I N  BILLIONS** 
i I 

I i I I 
1 LOCAL RURAL 1 11-1 1 10.4 I 3.2-0 
1 1 I I 
1 URBAN I b8.2 I 63 -4  I 72.9 
1 1 I I 
1 ALL SYSTkHS 1 117e0 I 109-0 1 126.9 

- -  - -- - - -- i-;---;---------------------;--------------- 
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1 PERCENT CHAhGE I N  INDfVICUAL M@hTWLY TRPVEL 1 9 8 1  VS. 19BQ 
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1 I-- -----------------------------------------------------------------------------*------------------------------------- 
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i t 1 I I I I I I I S 1 1 I 
1 NAiN RURAL J 2 a 7  1 3.3 1 3.4 1 3 - 3  I 4.0 1 4.1 J 5.0 I 3.8 1 f I 

1 t I I i 
t I 

I 1 I I I I I i I 
1 LOCAL RURAL 1 l.4 I 1.4 I 2.6 I 2 - 2  I 1.3 I 2 - 8  f 2.2 1 1.6 I I f f I 
1 1 I I 1 I I f I I I I 1 
1 u w n N  1 0 - 1 1  1 - 7 1  2 r 2 I  1 . 4 1  2 * 0 f  3 - 5 1  2 . 1 1  2 - 5 1  

f 
I I I I 

t 1 I I I I 1 I 1 1 f I I I 
1 ALL SYSTEHS j k-0 1 2 - 2  I 2 - &  1 2.1 I 2.6 1 3 a 7  I 3.2 I 2.4 f I I I I 
#,,,,,,-----,-,-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------* 

* THESE ARE PRELIMIhibRY ESTIEATES WHICH kf LL f E  REVISED TC AGREE WITH F I N d L  ESTIHATES OF 1980  ANNtAt 
TRAVEL PROVIDED BY STATE HIGHkA? DEPARTHEKTS. 

** TG BE REVXSED BASED ON 1 9 e O  E I k A L  TRAVEL ESTIMATES* 
*** S Y S F M  ENTRIES MAY NOT ADD TO TCTAL "ALL SYSTEHSn CUE TO RCIIMOINGm 

- F O R  FURTHER INFURHATION CONTACT KENNETH HELTY, HIGHWAY STATISTICS D I V I S I O N i  FEDERbt HIGHWAY ADHfNISTRATlONo 202-426-0160, 
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U.S. Department 
of Transportation 

Postage and Fees Paid 
Federal Htghway 
Admin~stration 
DOT 512 Federal Highway 

Administration 
400 Seventh St., S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Official Business 
Penalty for Private Use $300 


