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PUBLIC ROADS ADMINISTRATION
FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY

INFORMAT IONAL MEMORANDUM NO. 84
DATE: APRIL 30, 1945

SUBJECT: TRAFFIC VoLUME TRENDS

The preliminary data for March 1945 indicate that traffiec in all
sections of the country increased over the estimates for that month

in 1944. In general this increase was faxrly uniform in all sections

of the country.‘ Traffic in the eastern portion or along the Atlantic
seaboard increased 8,7 percent over ‘the 1944 estimates for this -
section; that inthe central States increased 7.9 percent; while that in
the mountains and western States increased 9.2 percent. Traffic in
the entire country increased 7,7 percent over the total estimates
for March of the previous year. Traffic at toll facilities, where an
increase of 9.2 percent was indicated, appeared to follow closely the
same trend as that indicated on free rural roads.

In Detroit Michigan, traffic counted at three stations in March,
1945, was 3.5 percent below the count at the sanme locatlons in the
corresponding month of 1944. T

H. S. FAIRBANK, DEPUTY COMMISSIONER,
Pusttc ROADS ADMINISTRATION

‘Enclosure.
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TARLE 1.-~PRELININARY SUHHARY OF AUTO¥ATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA FOR
NARCH 1945 INCLUDING 574 STATIONS IN 43 STATES!

: B : Number Percentage Number Percentage
Type of highway of change from ; Type of highway - of change from
and State stations Mareh 1944 and State stations ‘ March 1044
) ) : S
STATE HIGHWAYS STATE HIGHEWAYS
3 (Continued)
Alabama 8. + 8.1 Vermont 7 +11.7
Arizona 4 +18.1 Virginia 4 +6.3
Afkansaﬁ 20 +16.2 Washington 9 + 5,2
California 9 +12.0 West Virginia 11 + 7.5
Colorade 6 +28,3 Wisconsin 9 t14,5
Connecticut 17 +1.9 ‘ Wyoming 4 *16.6
Delaware 5 *11.3 ;
Georgia 7 +t 5.6 TOTAL - 43 STATES 539 + 7.3
Idaho 8 * 1.6 : —
Illinois 3 + 4.4 LOCAL HIGHWAYS
Iowa 26 *+13.7 :
“Kansas 13 . +292.4 Alabama 2 - 2.7
_ Kentucky 12 +7.2 Connecticut ! 3 -~ 6,8
Louisiana 8 ~14.3 Delaware 2 +23,2
Maine 10 + 1.2 Georgia 4 +10.0
Maryland 17 + 5,8 Iowa 9 *12.4
Massachusetts 9 + 5.1 Maryland 1 *+15.6
Michigan’ j 26 + 6.6 Michigan 2 +28.3
Mississippi 10 + 8.6 Montana 2 - 1.1
Montana 12 +11.4 Nebraska 1 * 6.5
Nebraska 11 +15,0 North Dakota 2 +13.8
Nevada 16 - 8.5, Ohio 2 t 1.4
New Hampshire 14 « 5.1 Oregon 1 *11.6
New Mexico 13 + 9,0 Rhode Island 1 - 6.3
New York - 7 + 7.0 Tennessee 1 +32.2
North Carolina 20 + 1.6 Wiséonsin 2. + 6.8
“North Dakota 1t +22.7 ‘
Ohin 20 t14.,1 TOTAL - 15 STATES 35 + 8.9
Ok1ahoma 20 - 4,6 - s
Oregon 3 R ALL FIGHWAYS
Pennsylvania 29 +12.2 43 STATES 574 oty
Rhode Istand 3 70 - —r
South Carolina 2 + 2,0 3 EASTERN REGIOXS 173 t 6.7
South Dakota - ! 10 +18.0 :
Tennessee? - 4 -21.3 4 CENTRAL REGIONS 304 -
Texas S 72 + 0.8 ' B
Utsh 10 + 9.9 2 WESTERY REGIONS 97 *t 9.2

1Inc!udeu all States except Florida, Indiana, Minnesotsa, Mia:ohri, and New Jersey.
2Abnorm-l conditions in ;944 affected j count in Tennessee, exéluding station §, the decresse is

1,8 percent.
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TABﬁE 2.—=REVISED SUMNARY OF AUTONATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA FOR

FEBRUARY 1945 INCLUDING 634 STATIONS IN 46 STATES?

: Number Percentage Number Percentage
Region and State of change from Region and State of change from
. ' stations " Feb. 1044 stations Feb. 1944
NEW ENGLAND ) EAST SOUTH CENTRAL
Connecticut . 20 -11.8 Alabama 9 + 4.4
Maine 10 - 7.9 Kentucky 12 - 4,5
Massachusetts 9 - 8.2 Mississippi 10 + 2.8
New Hampshire g ~12.5 Tennessee3 6 -26.4
Rhode Island 3 - 8.0 Subtotal 37 - 4.4
Vermont 9 0.0
Subtotal " 80 - 8.5 WEST SOUTH CENTRAL
. - Arkansas 19 +10.5
HIDDLE ATLANTIC . : Louisiana® 8 -15.7
New York 5 - 5.1 Ok1ahoma 20 - 5.4
"' Pennsylvania 29 - 9.5 Texas 72 - 0.6
Subtotal 34 - 8.6 Subtotal 119 - 2.5
S0UTH ATLANTIC MOUNTAIN
Delaware - 7 -« 1.4 Arizona 4 +24.4
Maryland 18 - 7.2 Calorado 6 +12.7
Virginia 4 - 7.4 ‘Idaho 8 + 4.3
West Virginia 11 - 4,7 Moritana 14 + 5.8
Sudtotal north 7 Nevada 16 -9.8
portion 40 - 5.8 Néw Mexico 13 + 6.2
. : Utah ’ 10 +.4.9
Florida 18 *+ 2.9 Wyoming 4 + 7.6
" Georgia. 11 - 1.7 Subtotal 75 + 9.1
North Carolina 20 - 5.1
South Carolina 4 - 0.2 PACIFIC .
Subtotal south } California 8 +13.3
portion 53 ~ 1.3 Oregon 4 +17.9
‘ ) Washington 9 * 1.6
Subtotal region 93 - 3.4 Subtotal C gl + 9.2
FAST NORTH CENTRAL TOTAL ALL STATES? 634 - 2.7
Itlinois 3 -10.2
Indiana 23 -~ 3.5 ’ :
Michigan 28 - 6.2 STATE HIGHNAYS? 596 - 1.9
Ohio 21 - 7.6
Wisconsin 11 - 2,2 '
Subtotal 88 - 5,7 LOCAL HIGHWAYS 38 - 4.6
- WEST NORTH CENTRAL
Iowa ' 35 - 4.6 2 PASTERN REGIOKS 187 - 6.3
Kansas 12 - 2.8
Missouri 27 - 7.3
Nebraska 12 + 3.8 y CENTRAL REGIONS 351 - 4,2
North Dakota 13 + 0.1 -
South- Dakota 10 * 5.8 .
"Subtotal 108 - 3.7 2 WESTERKN REGIOWNS 98 t 8.5

lcombined State and local highways.
’includ.n‘nll States except Minnesota and New Jersey.

3Abnerdnl conditlions in 19044 0or 10485 affected 2 counts in the following States:

23, there is an increase of 3,6 percent.

Louisianx, excluding station

Tennessse, cxcludinz station §, the decresse is 11.1 percent.
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TABLE 3.--NUNBER OF VERICLES, CLASSIFIED BY TYPES, USING TOLL FACILITIES AND DRAWBRIDGES
IN KARCH 1945 CONPARED WITH THOSE IN WARCH 1944 AND 1941,
i
y Percentage change : . Percentage change
1946 from 1044 : from 1041
FPacilities -
Trucks Trucks . Trucks
Total Pagssnger snd Total Passénger and Total Passenger and
cars bussss cors busses esra . busses
¢ THREE BASTERN REGIONS
4 .in_the New England States ) 32,158 28,454 3,704 +15.2 *16.1 +17.0 - 0.8 - 3.9 *32.§
11 in the Middle Atlantic States 3,797,343 2,903,900 893,443 * 9.1 + 8.0 * 9.7 - 4.5 - 9.8 +18.6
“Fleetwosd Visduct, Westchester
; County, New York . 141,679 141,679 .- +20.1 +20,1 - -57.0 -57,0 -
; Pennsylvania Turnpike : 83,804 53,981 29,823 +19.2 +20.1 *17.6 -32.1 -46.2 *29.4
7 in the South Atlantic States 287,185 213,417 73,768 +4,8 + 3.9 - 3.8 -23.4 -31,1 +13,1
POTAL = 24 facilities in the :
Eastern States! 4,342,169 3,341,431 1,000,738 +9.1 + 9.2 + 8.8 -10.2 - ~16.3 +18.5
TOTAL:= 30 fecilities in the : )
"Fastern States 4,708,793 3,650,039 1,058,754 +il.1 +11.4 +10.1
- FOYR CENTRAL REGIONS
il 5. on the Great Lakes Canadian E -
Barder? 306,871 : 264,459 42,412 - +54,8 +64.1 +14.5 +69.8 +68.1 +80.6
2 dn the' Grnz Lakes Region 53,762 32,657 21,105 +20,7 +22,1 +18.6 -29.4 ~35.6. =170
Subtatal - 7 facilities 360,833 297,116 e3,517 8.5 *58.1 +15.9 oy 3.8 *29.9
7 on thé Ohin River?d 352,474 281,682 70,792 12,1 +13.8 + 5.8 =14.6 “15.6 ~10.%
- 10 »fn Kentucky : 96,056 70,468 25,588 ~25.2 ~28.5 -13.8 -27.7 -35.2 * s.u"
# ; ocH o . . . .
Fubtotsl = 17 facilities ; 448,530 352,150 96,380 tra R Y4 - 0.2 ~17.8 =204 - 8.6
UKL en the Missisaippi and St. Cex )
. : ‘Craix Rivers. St. Louis and north 823,143 622,898 200, 245 - 1.2 - 0.9 - 2.1 | -30.2 -32.3 -22.9
,suoééiaz -1 fecilities 823,243 622,898 200,245 -tz - 0.9 - 2. -30.2 -32.3 ~22.9
e 4 on_ the Missouri River . * 289,882 224,858 65,024 + 8.3 + 8.6 + 7.3 - 9.8 -11.7 - 2.7
it 2-dn the Misseuri River Area 1,047 1,521 426 ~10.3 - 31 -29.0 ~46.5 ~48.5 -37.8
i Subtotal = ¢ fecilities 281,828 ‘226,379 65,450 * 8. * g5 Yoo -10.2 ~12.1 - 3.0
[ TOTAL = &y tacilities in the . :
- “Central States! 1,924,135 1,498,543 425,592 +1.6 + 9.3 + 2.0 -16.6 <18.0 ~11.2 |
TOTAL ~ ag facilitiss in.the T . :
, [ Central States 2,083,766 1,624,360 459,406 + 7.4 + 8.9 + 2.2
TRQ: WESTERN REGIONS . i
: g = I |
ke in California 2,085,646 1,818,793 266,853 + 6.4 +6.6 + 5.3 - 2.0 - 7.2 -57.3 i
s\;\ the Oregon-Weshington Area 212,256 180,486 31,770 +14.9 +16.4 * 6.8 +19.5 .| +14.4 +60.3 :
TDNL 9 tagilities in the -
Ioltern States . 2,297,902 1,999,279 298,623 + 7L +7.4 + 5.4 - 0.4 - 5.6 1 +s7.6 t
7’01'4).‘, - 24 Factlities in the . : !
3 United States! ; 8,564,206 6,839,253 1,724,953 + 8,2 S+ 8,7 + 6.5 - 9.4 “13:8 +14.0
RN, HO TOTAL =~ 8¢ facilities in the e .
’ United States . 9,090,461 7,273,678 1,816,783 + 9.2 + 9.7 + 7.2
‘a4 facilities reporting only. !
total xuuic 163,811 - L9 |
‘32 dgavbridgn in Eastern Notth N
Carslins (not toll) based nn the ;o
total of one Sunday and one week- ~
: T.day Bihour count at each bridge. 35,553 29,353 7,200 *11.:3 *13.2 + 4.3 Lomi2.7 -15.2 = 0.9
‘Tn.u facilitiss heve comparatlve dats for 1945, 1544, and 1941 and ars inctuded in the larger total belpw, A
N ’f'. ot Hn‘n facllition srw in '-"Irn New York and therefore are related to similar facilities ip the Central States It is reportsd that the sxtrsordinary increase ‘{s dua to people
" In the States geink ts Canads fo buy meats. X . . i
3Five af.thewe facilithes are betvesn Ohlo snd Wost Virginia. . . !
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VEHIGLE-MILES OF TRAVEL-BILLIONS
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PERGENTA;GE OF TRAFFIC IN CORRESPONDING MONTHS OF ‘ig4/
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RELATIONS OF RURAL TRAFFIC IN MONTHS OF 1943
- THAT IN CORRESPONDING MONTHS. OF 194l
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