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PUBLIC ROADS ADMINISTRATION
FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY

INFORMAT |ONAL MEMORANDUM

DATE: APRIL 30, 1947

SUBUECT: TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS

On the basis of preliminary figureé, traffic on all rural roads
and city streets during March 1947 was higher than in any previous
March, Volumes in the Eastern regions were slightly lower than in
1941 but were higher than in any other previous year. Comparisons
with 1941 and 1943 are as follows: ;

Percentage change from

1941 1943 1946

Main roads +15.8  485.0 + 5.1
Local roads + 4.1 L +79.7 + 7.9
All rural roads +12.5 +83.5 + 5.8
City streets +12.5 . +54.8 + 3.9
Average +12.5  +68.0 + 4.8

The changes in rural traffic volumes by geographic regions were
as follows: ' ‘

Perceniage change from

1941 1943 1946
Eastern regions - 0.9  tB2.2 + 3.2
Centrsl regions +17.8  +81.7 + 8.0
Western regions +23.4 +93.4 + 9.8

H. S. FatrBaNK, DEPUTY COMMISSIONER
PuBLic RoADS ADMINISTRATION

Attachments
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TABLE 1.-~PRELININARY SUXKARY OF AUTONATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA4 FOR NARCH
1947 INCLUDING 637 STATIONS IN 45 STATES?

Traffic volume Traffic volume
Type of highway Number percentage Type of highway Number percentage
and ‘State of change from and State of change from
O -stations March 1046 » statlons March 1048
~STATE HIGEWAYS . STATE HIGHWAYS
Alabama 8 + 6.6 (Continued)
Arizona 5 +25.4 Utah ' 9 + 9.6
Arkansas 11 +16.5 Vermont 7 +15.2
California 9 +15.6 VWashington 10 " +11.8
Colorado ' 6 < 4.6 West Virginia 11 - 4.1
Connecticut 16 + 5.3 Wisconsin 9 + 8.3
 Delaware 6 +11.2 Wyoming 6 +14.1
" Georgia 6 + 2.8
Idaho 8 +16.6 TOTAL - 45 STATES 602 + 6.1
Illinois 6 + 9.6 ‘ n
Indisna 21 0.0 LOCAL HIGHWAYS
Iowa 26 +12.:1 Al'abama 2 + 6.1
Kansas 14 - 3.7 Connecticut 3 + 8.4
Kentucky 9 - 1.2 Delaware 2 +15.9
Louisiana 8 + 8.7 Georgia 3 -+ 3.6
Maine 10 + 2.2 Indiana 1 - 7.3
Mary!land 17 + 0.3 Iowa 8. +11.9
Massachusetts 9 + 6.1 Maryland 1 - 9,2
Michigan 26 + 4.0 Michigan 2 +42.3
Minnesota 27 + 9.6 Missouri 2 + 0.2
Mississippi 10 +12.1 Montana 2 +10:9
Missouri 25 - 3.2 Nebraska 1 + 3.7
Montana 12 - 0.8 North Dakota 2 + 9.4
Nebraska 11 + 6.1 Ohio 2 + 4.8
Nevada 16 +21.5 Oregon 1 - 1.1
New Hampshire 15 +10.3 "Rhode Isiand . 1 +17.0
New Jersey 2 +14.8 "Tennessee 1 + 2.2
© New Mexico 15 + 4.3 Wisconsin 1 +22.2
‘New.York 1 - 9.4 ™ ‘
North Carolina 20 + 3.4 TOTAL - 17 .STATES' 35 + 7.9
North Dakota 0 . - 0.47 -
 Ohio 23 + 6.1 ALL HIGHWAYS
Oklahoma 20 + 1.2 45 STATES 637 + 5.8
Oregon 4 + 7.2
_ Pennsylvania 29 - 2.3 3 EASTERN REGIONS 161 + 3.2
Rhode Island 2 + 7.6 )
- South Dakota 10 +11.3 4 CEFTRAL REGIONS 373 + 6.0
. Tennessee 5 + 3.0 ‘
Texas 72 + 3.2 2 WESTERN REGIOKNS 103 + 3.8

lInelﬁdu atf Stiates except Floride, South Carolina, end Virginis,
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"PABLE 2.--REVISED SUNXARY OF AUTOXATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA FOR
FEBRUARY 1947 INCLUDING 649 STATIONS IN 47 STATES®

. Traffic voiunJ Traffic volume
; _ Nunmber percentage - Number percentage
Region and State of change from Region and State Cef change from
stations|  pep. 1046 : stationn Feb. 1046
NEW ENGLAND E4ST SOUTH CENTRAL
Connecticut 19 + 9.7 Alebema 8 + 9.0
‘Maine 10 +18.0 ‘Kenttucky 9 + 2.0
Massachusetts 9 +20.0 Mississippi 10 +22.0
New Hampshire 15 +4+20.8 Tennessee 3 - 6.4
“Rhode Island « +24.6 - Subtotal 80 + 8.8
Vermont 10 +13.7 S »
Subtotal 68 +15.1 WEST SOUTH CENTRAL
‘ ' ‘ Arkansas 11 .+ 4.8
NIDDLE ATLANTIC o 1 chig}iﬁp' 8 +16. 4
New Jersey 2 - 436.6 Ok1lshoma 20 2.9
New York , L +14,7 Texas 72 + 6.3
Pennsylvania 29 - 4.2 Sudbtotal 111 + 6.6
Subtotal 32 + 3.9 o
i NOUNTAIN
SOUTH ATLANTIC Arizona 5 +16.4
Delaware 7 + 5.5 Colorado 6 4 0.5
Maryland 18 - 0.1 Idaho 8 o +18.4
Virginia 4 + 3.7 Montana 14 + 6.2
West Virginia 10 - 7.7 Nevada 16 - +15.6
- Subtotal morth 3 New Mexico 15 +10.2
portion 38 - 0.7 Utah 10 + 8.0
5 Wyoming 6 + 5.0
- Florida 19 +11.9 Subdtotal 80 +10.8
Georgia 10 + 9.0 ‘
North Carolina 19 + 5.1 PACIFIC
Subtotal south ‘California 6 +11.6
portion [¥:] + 8.7 Oregon 5 +10.4
: Washington 10 + 8.7
Subtotal region 87 + 4.4 Subtotal 21 +10.1
EAST -NORTH CENTRAL TOTAL ALL STATES? 649 4 8.6
Illinois - ) ‘6 $11.0 .
Indiana 22 + 1.9
Michigan 28 413.5 STATE HIGHWAYS? 617 + 8.3
Ohio 21 + 5.7 . :
Wisconsin 10 + 5.2
Subtotal 87 + 7.9 LOCAL HIGHWAYS 82 + 9.2,
KEST NORTH -CENTRAL , 3 EASTERN REGIONS 185 + 9.7
Iowa 34 - 4,0
Kansas 14 + 1.5
Minnesota 27 - 4+10.5 . :
Missouri 27 - 1.2 4 CENPRAL REGIONS 383 + 7.2
Nebraska 12 - 1.0 ’ .
North- Dakota 11 + 3.3
South Dakota 10 + 5.7 : ) o
Subtotal 135 + 1.4 2 WESTERN REGIONS 101/ +10.8

Icombined State and local highways.

2 inctudes all States excapt the following:

South Caroline,
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T4BLE 3.~~NUNBER OF VERICLES, CLASSIFIED BY TYPES, USING TOLL FACILITIES IN NARCH 1947
COMPARED WITH THOSE IN XARCH 1946 AND 1941.

Percentage change Perceantage change
1047 from 1946 from 1941
Facilities _
. Trucks . Trucks Trucks
Total Passenger and Total Passenger and Total Passenger and
cars busses cars busses cers busses
BASTERN REGIONS
4 in the New England States X 46,667 40,069 6,598 | - 6.6 - 8.6 + 8.1 +24.2 +16.2 +114.6
.17 in the Middle Atlantic States %,859,310 8,450,161 1,409,149} + 9.3 + 7.4 +22.2 +44.0 +43.0 +50.6
‘Fleetwood Visduct, Westchester County, i
“New York ' 383,037 383,037 - + 7.8 + 7.8 e =-24,5 ~24.5 -
J“Pennsylvania Turnpike 158,417 113,921 44,496 | + 1.13 - 8.2 +36. 1 +28.3 +13.5 +93.0
| 4. in the South Atlentic States 331,293 259,919 71,374 - S.Q - 7.5 +18.2 +11.8 +.7.5 +28.7
UPOTAL - 27 facilitient 10,778,724 | 9,247,107 | 1,531,617 | + 8.6 4+ 6.6 +22,3 | +38i0 +86.1 $50.5
TOTAL = 31 facilities . 11,682,214 [ 20,055,949 | 1,626,265 | + 8.8 +7.1 +20.3 - . -
CENTRAL REGIONS .
2 on the Great Lakes Canadian Border? ' 150,826 141,081 9,745 | - 7.7 - 9.1 +19.1 { +76.3 +80.4 +32.3
1 in the Great Lakes Region 7,096 5,723 1,373 ~12,5 -16.9 +11.8 +16.3 +15.9 +30.1
Suibtotnl - 3 faciléties 157,822 146,808 11,118 } ~ 8.0 - 8u8 +18.2 +72.3 +78.2 +38.1
.5 on ‘the Chio River 444,507 363,888 80,619 1 - 1y - 4.5 +13.3 +17.2 +17.2 +17.3
1 in Kentucky 10,048 7,385 2,663 ) + 5.9 + 4.4 +10. 1 +70.2% +67.6 +77.8
Su‘bto’tal - & fecilities 454,555 371,273 83,882 | ~ 1.5 ~ 4.3 +13.2 | 428.0 17,9 +18.8
7 on the Mississippi and St. Croix Rivers| ]
St. Louis and Nerth 498, 106 415,568 82,538 | + 9.4 + 4.9 +39.2 +36.4 +35.3 +42.1
‘3.on.the Mississippi River ssuth of . 1
St. Louis 116,468 86,336 24,132 | +11.5 +10.2 +16.4 +65.6 +78.9 +30.7
Subtotal -~ I0 facilities 608,574 501,804 106,676 | + 9.8 + .8 +33.3 | +u0.9 tu1.2 +39.3
4 on the Missouri River 225,942 166,730 59,212 | + 6.1 + 4.3 +11.4 +51.8 +56.3 +40. 4
2 ‘in ‘the Missouri River area 3,710 3,040 670 - 3.2 - 2.8 - 5.1 + 2.0 + 3.0 - 2.2
Subtotal ~ 8 fecilities 228,852 168,770 59,882 § + 5.9 t4.2 t11.2 | +s0.6 t54.8 +38.7
MMOML = 25 facilities! 1,450,703 | 1,189,751 260,952 | + 3.3 + 0.2 +20.3 | +36.7 +37.8 +31.8
K TOTAL - 32 facilities 1,750,690 1,440,649 310,041 | + 2.7 + 0.3 +15.9 - -
WESTERN REGIONS
1’2 in California 2,598,843 | 2,353,170 245,673 | + 4.9 + 4.2 +12.1 ] +44.3 +41.6 +76.0
4 in the Oregon-Washington Area 362,335 318,922 43,413 ‘HJ-O +12:7 +15.4 [ 4120.2 +116.1 +155.0
TOTAL = 6 fucilities 2,961,178 | 2,672,092 269,086 | + 5.8 + 5.1 +12.6 | +50.86 +47.7 +84.6
UNITED STATES
TOPAL = $B facilities! 15,190,605 | 13,108,950 | 2,081,658 | + 7.5 + 5.7 120.6 | +40.2 +38.5 +51.7
TOTAL = .69 facilities 16,394,082 | 14,168,690 | 2,225,392 | + 7.6 + 6.0 . +18.6 -- .- .-
’ﬂun fl;llltitl have comparative d;tl for 1946, 1945, snd 1941 and are incinded in th‘o latger total below,
,Dlu of these fecilitiss fs in Western New York and tharefors is refated to similur facifitfen in the Cantral States,
'conu-onlln' figure for February should have been -3.8 instend of +96.2 a3 ahown in the February report. .
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FIGURE 2 - VEHICLE - MILES OF TRAVEL ON ALL
RURAL ROADS IN 1941,1943,1946 AND 1947
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