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AS A BASE. 
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TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS - A 

Based on p re l im ina ry  r e p o r t s  from t h e  S t a t e  highway abenc i e s ,  t r a v e l  dur ing  
A p r i l  1978 on a l l  roads and s t r e e t s  i n  t h e  n a t i o n  i nc r ea sed  by 3.0 pe rcen t  as 
compared t o  A p r i l  1977, r e s u l t i n g i n  e s t i m a t e d t r a v e l f o r t h e m o n t h  a t  
125,106 m i l l i o n  v e h i c l e  mi l e s .  This  t o t a l  i nc ludes  44,313 m i l l i o n  v e h i c l e  mi l e s  on 
main r u r a l  r oads ,  12,339 m i l l i o n  v e h i c l e  mi l e s  on o t h e r  r u r a l  r oads ,  and 
68,454 m i l l i o n  v e h i c l e  mi l e s  on c i t y  s t r e e t s .  

Trave l  f o r  t h e  c u r r e n t  month as w e l l  a s  t h e  cumulat ive y e a r l y  t o t a l  on main r u r a l  
roads  and f o r  a l l  roads  and s t r e e t s  i s  shown below. S imi l a r  t o t a l s  f o r  each y e a r  
s i n c e  1970 a r e  a l s o  included.  

Trave l  i n  Mi l l i ons  I 
Main Rura l  Roads A l l  Roabs and S t r e e t s  
A p r i l  Year t o  Date A p r i l  1 Year t o  Date 

T r a f f i c  Volume Trends i s  a  monthly r e p o r t  prepared by t h e  Planning Se rv i ce s  Branch, 
1 Highway S t a t i s t i c s  D iv i s ion ,  based on hou r ly  t r a f f i c  count d a t a .  These d a t a ,  

c o l l e c t e d  a t  approximately 4,000 cont inuous t r a f f i c  qount ing l o c a t i o n s  nat ionwide,  
a r e  used t o  determine t h e  percen t  change i n  t r a f f i c  fior t h e  c u r r e n t  month compared 
t o  t h e  same month i n  t h e  prev ious  yea r .  This  percend change i s  app l i ed  t o  t h e  
t r a v e l  f o r  t h e  same pe r iod  i n  t h e  prev ious  yea r  t o  obltain t r a v e l  f o r  t h e  c u r r e n t  
pe r iod .  I 

I 

For e x t r a  cop i e s ,  o r  t o  be  pu t  on t h e  monthly ma i l i n4  l i s t ,  c o n t a c t :  
I 

Fede ra l  Highway Adminis t ra t ion  ! 
O f f i c e  of P u b l i c  A f f a f r s ,  Room 42/08 
400 7 t h  S t r e e t ,  SW. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
Phone (202) 426-0677. 





FIGURE 2 - ANNUAL TRAVEL ON MAIN RURAL ROADS FOR 
12 MONTH PERIOD ENDING IN MONTH SHOWN 



TABLE 1.-SUMMARY BY ROAD CLASS AND BY GEOGRAPHIC AREA 

p , ---------------------------------------------------------------- ----- - --------------------------------------------------------- - 
1 PRELIMINPRY CATA FOR A P R I L  I REVISED DATA FOR MARCH 
I----------------------------------------------I------------,,----------------,------------,--- 

I VEHICLE-WILES I I VEHICLE-MILES I 

I ( M I L L I O h S I  PERCENTAGE ' ( M I L L I O N S )  ' PERCENTAGE 
*-------------------------------a CHANGE l---------------------------------I CHANGE 
I 1578 1 1 9 7 7  I I 1 9 7 8  I 1 9 7 7  I ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

CLASS OF SCAD' ALL STATES: 1 I I I I I 

MAIN RURAL RCADS............... ' 44937.3 43,112 I 2.8 ' 44,231 41,300 7.2 
LOCAL RURAL FOADSII..*.**..**** 12 ,339 12 ,219 l 1 * 0  ' 11,232 ' 11,083 ' 1.3 . ALL RURAL ROADS*.,.*...*.*.**.. a 56,652 I 55,332 2.4 ' 55,463 52,384 I 5.9 
C I T Y  STREETS*. .** . ** . * . . * . *** . . I  ' h e r 4 5 4  ' 06,182 ' 3.4 68,697 * 67,576 2.0 . ALL ROADS ANC STREETS..,.,.,... . 1 2 5 p l C 6  121,513 3.0 124 ,359 * 119 ,960 * 3.7 

I I I I 1 I 

4 8  STATES ( M A I h  RURAL CALY): I I I I I 1 

EASTERN REGICN***....*...*...., I l t r l e l  I 15,839 1 2.2 16,241 15,211 6.8 . CENTRAL REGICNI....,,,......... . 21,373 I 20,734 3.1 21,133 19,925 6.1 
WESTERN REGICN*r.***...**....*. 1 6,499 ' 6,293 3.3 * 6,604 5,922 ' 11.5  

I ' ' I I I . TOTALm***....~..m*......' 44,053 42,866 2.8 l 43,978 41,058 7.1 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

TABLE 2.-CHbhGES Ch MAIN RURAL ROADS BY STATES 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
: P P P I L  I PARCk 11  I APRIL 1 

I I 
MARCH 

l (PRELIYINARY)  * (REVISED) I (PRELIM7 NARY 1 I (REVISED) 
D T V I S I C N  AND sT&TE I ----------- - ---- - ------- - ------------------ I 1  D I V [ S I O N  AND STATE 1-- -------- ------- ---------- ---- ------------ 

l NUIBER ' PER- ' kUMBER ' PER- * *  NUCBER ' PER- ' NUMeER ' PER- 
0 "  'CENTAGE ' OF 'CENTAGE l1 OF ' CENTAGE OF I CENTAGE 

l STbTlCNS l Cl-ANGE ' STATICNS 1 CHANGE l' ' STATIOWS ' CHANGE ST4TIONS 1 CHANGE 
-------------------------------------------------ll---------------------------------------------------------------- 

NEW ENGLAhD: I I I I "EAST SOUTH CENTRAL: ' I 1 I 

CCNNECTICUT..,*..-' - - 1  - I - " ALABAMA...........' . *  - * - 1 
52 10.9 . I. I I . MAINE..***.**.*...' - I  2 2  7.3 KENTUCKY..........' 4 3.9 37 4.7 

MASSACHLSETTS*o.-.' - l I - 1 . ' I  MISSISSIPPI-*..... ' 3 7  ' 4.8 ' 4 1  . 8.2 - I NEW HAMPSHIRE*-.*** - ' 56 * 10.8 "TENNESSEE.........' 2 2  ' 7 . 4 '  2 4  ' 8.6 
RHODE ISLAND*... . a 1 - *  - *  - I - 11  I I 1 I 

VERMONT*.***o*o.*S1 3 7  2.7 ' 42 7 * 1  "WEST NORTH CENTRAL: I s I 
I t I 1 I. IOUA..............' 3 3  I .  0 .3  l 33 ' 5.0 

I ' I " * ' I P 
MIDDLE ATLAhTIC: KANSAS............' 6 4  0.2 6 2  3.8 . NEW JERSEY.*...*.*' 2 3  * 4.7 1 5  I -  4 t 8  I. MINNESOTA....-....' 38  I 0.8  I 37  I 11.0 . NEW YORK.....*..*.' 2 6  a 1.0 24 ' 3.7 l1 MISSOURI..........' 6 1  I 1.8 ' 6 8  1 5.7 . PENNSYLbANIA*.**aml 4 5  I 2.1 4 5  I 0.1 * I  NEBSASKA..........' 2 1  I 2.3 ' I t  1 5.7 

I I I 1 - ' 1 " NORTH DAKOTA......' 3 9  0.6 3'7 3.5 
SOUTH ATLANTIC 1 1 I I l. SOUTH DAKOTA......' 3 6  . -  5.5 . -  * - 

(NORTH) : I I I I 1 1  I I t I 

DELAWARE.**...*.*.' 1 4  * 1.5 I 1 4  I 4 * 9  "WEST SOUTH CENTRAL: I I I I 

MARYLANDII..******' 3 2  I 2 . 6  ' 3 5  * 5.2 * I  ARKANSAS..........' - 1  - I - * 30 4.9 - - I  VIRGINIAI*.*~.*..~' 4.2 . - I  4.7 " LOUISIANA.........* - I 
4 5  9.6 . " a . . WEST VIRGINIA.*.*.' - * 26 -1.4 OKLAHOMA..........' 2 7  4-3  3 1  4-6 

I 

SOUTH ATLPhTIC I 

1 l. TEXAS.............' 1 1 8  I 4 I 1 1 7  I 10.6 
1 I I I I 1 1 

( SCUTHI: I I I I "MOUNTAIN: 1 I 1 I . 3 4  2.4 * 3 5  I 1 0 . 5 "  ARIZONA....*.....-' 2 6  I 2 . 7 '  26 I 11.3 
' I I I ' GEORGIA.....*.**..' 2 5  3.0 2 5  1 3 - 5  s t  COLORADO...*....,.' 4 3  a 6.1 3 3  L4.7 

1 I '  - 1  I -  I NCRTH CPRCLINA....' 4 5  014 47 4.7 IDAHO..-.......*..' - 57 9.3 
SCUTH CdROLIhA*.** '  1 2  * 1.8 I 8 I 18.4 l. MDNTANA...........* 1 4  I 5.0 ' 2 9  a 10.3 

I 1 1 1 I. NEVADA..o.........' 26 . 2 . 7 '  2 4  I 16.8 
EAST NORTH CENTRAL: I 1 ' I' NEW NEXICO..*m..-.' 29  I 6.5 ' 29 1 11.5 

ILLINOIS.****...-.' 2 7  * 8.9 I 25 ' 2.9 l. UT&H... . . . . . . . . . . . . - I  - I 4 1  I 11.2 
I I. IhDIANA.*.***..**.' 2 3  0.6 I 2 4  I - 0 - 6  WYOMING...........' 3 4  ' 4.0 I 34  1 11 .1  

MICHIGAh*.*..***.*' 5 9  ' 1.3 ' 6 0  ' 7 - 1  'l 1 I I I 

OHIOI*.***...*....' 2 2  I .  0.6 a 23 1 1.1 " P A C I F f C I  1 t I a . ' a I' ' 1 kISCCNSIN*.****...' 4 4  1.9 43  10.4 CALlFORNIA........' . a  1.9 2 2  11.1 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - l l  CREGON............' . I  I - I 

ALASKA......-.*...' - I  - a 1 2  ' 0.1 WASHINGTON**r.**.*' 6 ' 3.4 ' 1 3  ' 12.3 
HAWAII*O***......*~ 3 * 6.3 I 3 I 7.0 'I I I I I 

------------_------------------------------------_----------------+---------------------------------------------------------- 

NOTE: 1-RURAL MILEAGE CF EACH CAJCR TCLL RGUTE I S  COhSICERED AS ONE OR MORE STATIONS, DEPENDING ON STATES' YETHOD O f  REPORTING. 

2-WHERE THE NUMBER CF STATIONS I S  DASP AND THE PERCENTAGE CHANGE I S  SHOYNt THE STATES PREPARED TRAFFIC ESTIMATES' GENERALLY 
BASEC ON EXSTENSIVE TRAFFIC SAMPLING SURVEYS. 

3-WHERE THE NUVEER OF STATICNS AND THE PERCENTAGE CHANGE FOR A STbTE ARE D4SHESv TkE STATE REPORT HAD NOT REEN RECEIVER 
AT T IME OF PRINTING*  CR hC CtMPARABLE CATA HERE AVAILABLE. 



FEDERAL H IGHW AY ACM IN ISTRATICN 
HIGHkAY STATISTICS O I V I S I C N  
4 0 0  - 7TH STREET, SOW. 
WASH l hGTC h 0 .C. 2 0 5 9 0  TABLE 3. 

ESTIMATED I N D I V I D U A L  MCNTHLY MOTOR VEHICLE TRAVEL I N  THE UhITEO STATES *** 
.------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
I I MCNTH 
I I--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------v 
I SYSTEM I JAN I FEE I MAR I APR I MAY 1 JUNE I JULY 1 AUG 1 SEPT 1 OCT I NOV I DEC 
1----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------*-----------------*- 
I 
1 
I 1 9 7 7  I N O I  VIDUPL MCNTHLY bEHICLE-MI LES OF TRAVEL I k I3 I L L  IONS* 
I 
I-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I I I I 1 I 1 P I I I 1 I I 
1 MAIN RURAL 1 33.9 1 34.6 1 41.3 I 43.1 I 46.3 I 47.5 I 52.4 I 52 .0  I 45.0 I 45.2 I 41.6 I 40.7 I 
I I I I I I 1 1 I 1 ! 1 I I 
I LOCAL RURAL 1 9.4 I 5.5 I 11.1 I 22.2  I 13-4 1 13.2 1 14.0 I 13.9 1 12.8 I 12.9 I 11.6 1 10.7 I 
I I I I 1 1 I I I I I I I I 
I URBAN 1 59.2 1 5E.4 1 67.6 I 66.2 I 69.3 1 6 8 - 7  I 69.9 I 7 0 - 4  I 66.4 1 69e3 I 65.3 1 64.8 I 
I I I I I 1 I I 1 I I I I I 
1 ALL  SYSTEMS 1 102.4 I 192.4 I 120.0 I 121.5 I 128.9 I 129.3 I 136.2 I 136.3 1 1 2 4 0 2  I 127.4 I 118.5 I 126.3 I 1---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- I 
I I 
1 I 
1 1 9 7 8  I N 0 1  VIDUAL MONY HLY VEHICLE-MI LES OF TRAVEL I\ BILLIONS** I 
I I---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------*-------------*-------- 

1 
I 

I I I I I I I I 1 I I I I I 
I MAIN RURAL 1 34.6 1 35.0 1 44.2 / 44.3 1 I I I 1 1 I 1 I 
1 I 1 I 1 1 I 1 I I 1 I I 1 
I LGCAL RURAL I 9.5 I 9 . 4  I 11.2 I 12.3 I I I I I 1 I I I 
I I I 1 1 I I I I i I I I I 
I URBAN 1 5 9 . 4 1  5 7 . 9 1  6 8 . 9 1  6 e . 5 1  1 1 I 1 1 1 1 I 

- - - - 
I I I I 1 I 1 I I I I I I I 
t -Ati-5'YSTEMS- 1 -  103.5 1 102.3 j 124.4 1 125.1 1 - I --I I - -  1 - _  I - i - -  I t  - 
I----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------*-----------------------* I 
1 I 
1 I 
I PERCENT CHANGE Ihr Ih iDfVIOUAL VONTHLY TRAVEL 1 9 7 8  VS. 1977  I 
I I 

I 
I I I 
I MAINRURAL 1 2.2 I 
I I 1 
i LOCAL RURAL I 1.4 I 
I I I 

I URBAN 
I 8 . 2  I 
I I 

1 A L L  SYSTEMS I 1.6 I *,,,-,,,,,,-----*--------- 

+ THESE APE PRELIMINARY ESTIMATES hHfCH h I L L  E E  REVISED TO AGREE WITH F I N A L  ESTIMATES OF 1977 ANNUAL 
TRAVEL P Q O V I D E C  BY STATE t-IEhWAY DEPARTMENTS. 

*+ TO EE REVISED BASED CN 1477 FINAL TRAVEL ESTIMATES. 
*** SYSTEM EhTRIES C A Y  hCT ACD TO TOTAL "ALL SYSTEVS"  DUE TO ROUNDING. 

FOR FURTHER INFORVATZCh CONTACT KERNETF kELTY, HIGt-WAY STATIST ICS OXVISTONI FEDERAL HIGHWAY AOMINISTRATXCJN~ 202-426-0160. 






