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PUBLIC ROADS ADMINISTRATION 
FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY 

, 

I NFORMAT I ONAL MEMORANDUM 

DATE: M A R C H  31, 1946 

SUBJECT: TRAFF IC  VOLUME TRENDS 
P" 

T r a f f i c  during February 1940 continued t o  show approximately 
t h e  same recovery from wartime l e v e l s  t h a t  were i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  
r e p o r t s  rece ived  i n - t h e  previous month. On t h e  b a s i s  o f  prel imi-  
nary  e s t ima te s ,  t o t a l  t r a y e l  during February 1848 on r u r a l  roads 
exceeded t h e  amount o f  such t r a f f i c  i n  Feb rua ry  of  1941 b y  5 . 3  

s p  percent .  ~ r a f f i c  on maih highways was 8.7 p e r c e n t  above while  
t h a t  on l o c a l  roads was 1.1 percent  below t h e  1941 f igures .  

T r a f f i c  i n  t h e  two western r e g i o n s  was 2 5 * 2  p e r c e n t  above 

. . corresponding  1941 coun t s ;  t h a t  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  r e g i o n s  was 0.3 
., . percent  above, while t h a t  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  r eg ions  was 2.0 percent  

below t h e  1942 , l eve l s .  I n  comparison w i t h  1945 f i g u r e s ,  t r a f f i c  
i n  t he  western r eg ions  increased  63.3 percent ,  t h i t  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  
regions 52.4 percent ,  and t h a t  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  reg ions  62.0 percent. .. L , 

Px 
Comparisonsof c i t y  t r a f f i c  in  February 1848with correspondlng 

t r a f f i c  in  February 1945 are as  follows: 

R s t a t i o n s  i n  Chicago, I l l i n o i s  +31.0 percent.  
3 s t a t i o n s  i n  D e t r o i t ,  Michigan t 2 8 . 5  percent*  
1 s t a t i o n  i n  Ssn ta  Pe, N e w  Mexico +25 ,1  pe rcen t ,  
5 s t a t i o n s  i n S t c  Louis, Missouri $35.9 percent.  1 

H .  S. F A I R B A N K ,  O E P U T Y  COMMISSIONER 
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TABLE 3. --NUHBER OF VEHICLES, ChASSIFIED BY TYPES, USING TWL FACILITIES IN F8BRURARY 
1946 COXPARED RITH THOSE IN FEBRUARY 1945 AND 1941. 

F a c i l i t i e s  

CEITRdL REGTORS 

S u b t o t a l  - U f a c t l i t i e s  

Bubtsta$ - 4 facilities 
7 on t h e  M i u s i s s i p p i  and S t .  C r o i x  

R i v e r s  S t a  Lau ir  and n o r t h  
2 on the  M i x s i r r i p p i  R i v e r  s o u t h  

o f  I t .  Lou ia  

dubtotat - 9 fac4Zities 

n thle Mlraouri  R i v e r  
n t h e  M i s s o u r i  R i v e r  a r e a  

Subtotal - r f a c t l C t C e s  

4 i n  t h e  Oregon-Washington Area 

'The#* f a c i l i t i e r  have c o n p a r a t i v o  d a t a  f a r  t916,  1945, and 1941 and a r o  i n c l u d o d  i n  t h e  Sargor t o t a l  b r l c r .  
'TWO *f t h e r e  f a c i l i t l e a  a r e  In Weatern Nar York and t h e s o f o r .  a r e  r t t l a t o d  l o  s i m i l a r  facilities i n  t h o  Centr.1 S t a t o r .  
'90ur of  t h o r s  facilities a r e  b o t r e c n  Ohio and Wrrt V i s @ i f i i a .  
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