PUBLIC ROADS ADMINISTRATION
FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY

INFORMAT IONAL MEMOR ANDUM
DATE: MarcH 31, 1946

SUBJECT: TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS

Traffic during February 1946 continued to show approximately
the same recovery from wartime levels that were indicated in the
reports received in. the previous month. .On the basis of prelimi-

i nary estimates, total trayel during February 1946 on rural roads

" exceeded the amount of such traffic in February of 1941 by 5.9
percent, Traffic on mailn highways was 8.7 percent above while
that ‘on local roads was 1.1 percent below the 1941 figures.

Trafflc in the two western regions was 25.2 percent above
correspondlng 1941 counts; that in the central regions was 0.3
percent above, while that ln the eastern regions was 2.0 percent
below the 1941 levels, In comparison with 1945 figures, traffic
in the western reglons increased 83.3 percent, th&t in the central
regions 52.4 percent, and that in the easternregions 62.9 percent.

Comparisonsof city trafficin February 1946vﬂjh corresponding
traffic in February 1945 are as follows. '

stations in Chicago, Illinois +831.8 percent.
stations in Detroit, Michigan $28.5 percent.
station in Santa Fe, New Mexico +25.7 percent.
stations in St., Louis, Missouri +35.9 percent.
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TABLE 1.--PRELININARY SUMWARY OF AUTONATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA FOR

e

e

FEBRUARY 1946 INCLUDING 538'STATIONS IV 42 STAZESI”

Number Percent age . Number - | Percentage
Type of highway |~ of chenge from Type of highway of change from
- and Btate stations | Feb. 1048 and State stations | Feb. 1045
STATE HIGHWAYS STATE HIGHWNAYS )
: . ) . (Continued)
Alsbema 7 +41.0 _ Vermont 7 +69.3
Arizona 5 +69.8 Virginia 3 +44.3
“Arkansas 13 +84.,8 Vashington 10 +57.2
California 6 +81.1 West Virginia 11 +64.4
Colorado 6 +45.7 Wisconsin 9 +48.7
Connecticut 17 +68.5 Wyoming 5 +57.9°
Delaware 6 +49.8 : :
Florida 18 +85.4 TOTAL - 42 STATES 514 - +63.0
Georgia 6 +79.2 —
Idaho 8 +48.0 LOCAL HIGHWAYS ®
“Illinois 4 +47.8 Alabama 2 +47.7
Indiana 21 +59. 1 Connecticut 3 +34.0
- Kentucky 12 458.3 Delaware 2 +28.4
Louisiana 8 +35.5 Georgia 3 +25.7
Maine 10 +48.3 Indiana 1 +69.8
Maryland 17 +49.3 Maryland 1 +19.6
‘Massachusetts 9 +45.4 Michigan 2 +43.8
Michigan 26 +31.5 Missouri 1 +20.8
Mississippi 10 +49.7 " Montana 2 +22.1
T Missouri 19 +85.2 Nebraska 1 +37.6
Montana 12 +49.6 North Dakota 1 - 3.2
Nebraska 10 +50.6 Ohio 2 +48.6
Nevada 16 +66.9 Oregon 1 +55.4
New Hampshire 5 +49.4 Rhode Island 1 +59.1
"~ New Mexico 13 +46.2 Wisconsin 1 "+ 6.9
New York 2 +30.6 - i -
North Dakota 11 +40.3 TOTAL - 15 STATES 24 +44.6
Ohio 20 452,11 . :
Oklshoma 3 20 +67.8 ALL HIGHWAYS
Oregon ‘ 4 +76.0 42 STATES 538 +57.7
Pennsylvania 29 +61.5 ; R
Rhode Island 3 - +24.4 3 BASPERN REGIONS 1538 +62.9
South Dakota . - 8 +42.3 ! '
Tennessee 4 +75.6 Y4 CENTRAL REGIOKS 287 +52.4
Texas 74 +41.9 :
Utah 10 +39.6 'EITESfERI REGIOFKS 98 +83.3

1

© South Carolina.

N

\‘,

Inciudes all States except Iowa, Kansas, Minngnoﬁa. New Jersai, North Carolina, and
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TABLE 2.--REVISED SUNKARY OF AUTOXATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA FOR

JANUARY 1948 INCLUDING 622 STATIONS IN 45 STATES!

sxcluding station 10, the incresse is 48.2 percent,

increase is 37.0 percant.

: Number Percentage Number Percentage
Region and State of change from| Region and Stste of change from
stations Jan, 1045 : stations Jan, 1945
NEW ENGLAND EAST SOUTH CENTRAL
Connecticut 20 +70.5 Alabama 10 +32.%
Maine 10 +46.0 Kentucky i1 +59.3
Massachusetts 9 +44.6 Mississippi 10 +34.6
New Hampshire 14 +63.5 Terinessee 6 456.8
Rhode Island 3 +25.4 Subtotal 37 +uu.8
Vermont 9 +60.3 :
Subtotal 85 +59.9 WEST SOUTH CE’NTRAL'
Arkansas 13 +58.9
N¥IDDLE ATLANTIC Louisiana 8 +30.0
New York 5 +45.8 Ok i ahoma 20 +52.8
Pennsylvania 29 +83.2 Texas 74 +37.6
Subtotal 34 +73.6 Subtotal 115 t40.2
SOUTH ATLANTIC NOUNTAIN :
 Delaware 8 +53.3 Arizona 4 +72.2
Maryland 18 +54.2 Colorade 6 +44.0
Virginia 3 +75.4 Idaho 8 +43.0
West Virginia 11 +63.1 Montana 14 +42.8
Subtotal north . Nevada 16 +64.7
portion 4o +57.2 New Mexico 12 +44.9
. S Utah . 10 +11.9
Florida 19 +71.5 Wyoming 6 +40.6
Georgia 8 +61.4 Subtotal 78 44,7
North Carolina 20 +59.2
Suybtotal south ‘ €
portion 4y +8u.7 PACIFIC _
California 6 +71.7
Subtotal region 8y +81.9 Oregon 5 +73.2
. Weshington. io +47.8
EAST NORTH CENTRAL Subtotal 21 +80.8
Illinois 4 +35.6 '
Indiana - 22 +58.7 TOTAL ALL STATES? | 622 +63.1
Michigan 28 +34.4 * X
Ohio 20 +68.3 STATE HIGHWNAYS? 587 +60.0
‘Wisconsin 10 +44.,2
Subtotel su YT ‘LOCAL HIGHWAYS 85 +86.5
- WEST NORTH CENTHAL g
Iowa 35 +41.7 3 EASTERN REGIONS 188 +85.6
Kansas® 14 +27.2
Missouri 23 +52.8 k
Nebraska 11 +40.0 4 CENTRAL REGIONS 339 +4u,.2
North Dakota 12 +21.0
South Dakota .8 +32.7 o
. Subtotel 103 +4g.1 2 WESPERN REGIONS 97 C +E5 L4
. P-372%
lColbtnad atnt- and local highwaya.
,Includcg all States axcept Minnesota, New Jerssy, and South Cnrolina.
aabnornnl,oandltienl ‘in 1948 or 1946 affected 2 counts in the following Statas: Kansas,

Louiniana, excluding stetion 23, the







TABLE 3.--NUMBER OF VEHICLES, CLASSIFIED BY TYPES, USING TOLL FACILITIES IN FEBRURARY
1946 COHPARED WITH TROSE IN FEBRUARY 1945 AND 1941.

fﬂ”ﬁ

’Two of these facilitles are in Western New York and therefore are selated to aimilar facilities in the Central States.
"Tour of thene, facilities are between Ohlo and West er:inh.

N ‘kPercéntaEe cheange Percentage change
1846 .. from 1945 from 1041
Facilities
‘ Trucks : Trucks Truecks
Total Passenger and | Total |Fassenger| . ,p5 |potal | Passenger and
cars busses cars busses care busses
H N N
~ EASTERN REGIONS
‘2 in the New England States 11,416 /8,906 ' 2,510 +52.3. +54.9 +43.8 |+31.1 +22.2 +76.8
‘] 13 in. the Middle Atlantic States 4,530,901 | 4,060,477 470,424 +61.§ +72.7 +16.9 |+10,2 + 9.2 +19.8
Fleetwood Viaduct, Westchester : . : g N )
County, New York 248,696 248,696 - +168.7 | +168.7 . m=- -16.1 '16'1\ -
6 in the South Atlantic States 346,422 285,214 61,228 +69.8 . 199.6 + 0,2 | +11.1 +11. 8 + 8.4
TAL - 22 flcilltiel 5,137,455 | 4,603,293 534,162 +68.0 ¥77.6 | +14.8 [+ 8.7 + 7.7 +18.3
AL - 26 facilities’ 5,463,782 4,890,577 573,205 1+68.9 178.7 +18.0
CENTRAL REGIONS :
2-on fhg Great Lakes Canadian ; S
 Border? 78,789 71,518 7,271} t80,1 +100.8 «10.4 | +88.0 +94.0 +43.9
2 in ‘the Greast Lakes Region 60, 191 44,626 15,565 1+53.3 +111.1 -14.1 |+ 5.0 +20.1 -22.8
Subtotal < ¥ facilities 138,980 116,144 22,838 +te7.u ti104.6 -13.0 |t40.0 +56.9 - P4
2. on the Ohio River? 628,906 525,312° | 103,594 +10.5 +11.2 + 6.9 [+ 4.5 + 4,9 + 2.4
' in Kentueky 18,516 13, 164 5,352 +49.2 +64.0 +22.1 |+70.0 +74.7 +59,4
‘ﬂ,Subtotul - § facilities U7, 22 538,u78. 106,948 +11.3 +18.1 + 7.8 |+ 5.8 + 5.9 + 4.2
7 on the Misaissippi and St. Croix
““"Rivers St. Louis and north 268,982 ~231,333 37,649 | +25.1 +28.2 + 8.7 |+38.5 +39.§ +32.6
/2ran the Mississippi River south . [ - :
of St. Louis 45,587 33,297 12,290 +41.1 +60.8 + 6.1 |415.1 +31.8 ~14,2
. Subtotal - § Fecilities 214,589 264,830 49,939 +27.2 | +81.8 + 8.0 |+au.6| +ew.s t16.8
wﬁ;gn the Missouri River 336,608 345,768 90,840 +20.7 +22.5 +16.0 |+ 4.3 = 0,7 +20.5
n the Missouri River area 3,068 2,521 | 547 | +69.8 +81.6 +30.5 |+13.5 +16.1 + 2.6
© ‘Bubtotal ~ 7 fecilities 339,676 248,269 #1,387| +21.0 +22.9 tI8. 0 (4w | - 0.8 +20.,4
‘:TOTAL ; 29 facilities!” 1,440,647 1,167,539 273,108] +20.8 +24,2 + 8.2 [+13.8 +14,1 +10.0
| TOTAL-- 33 facilities 1,560,067 | 1,272,338 | 287,729 +22.8 +26.5 + 8.7
‘ VESTERN REGIONS
2 in California 2,178,068 | 1,985,612 192,456 | +36.1 $40.7 + 1.4 {+43.3 +41.3 +68.0
4. in the Oregon-Washington Area 272,820 237,585 35,235| +58.9 +64.7 +28.0 |+106.5| +102.7 +136.5
TOTAL ~ 6 facilities 2,450,888 | 2,223,197 227,691| +38.3 +43.0 + 4.8 [+48.4 +46.1 +75.8
) UNITED STATES
TOTAL - 57 facilities! 9,028,990 | 7,994,029 1.034,961; +49.9 157.1 +10.7 1+18.0 +17.2 +24.8
7TOTAL‘- 65 facilities 9,474,737 8,386,112 |1,088,625] +50.9 +58.3 +11.0 ’
. IThese fucilities have comperative data for 1948, 1945, and 1941 and ‘are included in the larger total below. p-3725
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FIGURE 2. —VEHICLE MILES OF TRAVEL ON ALL RURAL ROADS
1940 TO 1946 BY MONTHS







