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TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS - MARCH 1978

Based on preliminary reports from the state highway agencies, travel “ﬂfﬁ
during March 1978 on all roads and streets in the nation increased by

3.9 percent as compared to March 1977, resulting in estimated travel for

the month at 124,681 million vehicle miles. This total includes

44,095 million vehicle miles on main rural roads, 11,343 million vehicle

miles on other rural roads, and 69,242 million vehicle miles on city

streets.

Travel for the current month as well as the cumulative yearly total on
main rural roads and for all roads and streets is shown below. Similar
totals for each year since 1970 are also included.

TRAVEL IN MILLIONS

Main Rural Roads All Roads and Streets

March Year to Date March Year to Date
1970 31687 85409 90223 247838
1971 32525 89136 92974 258428
1972 35025 93494 102926 283663
1973 36594 99095 107490 296721
1974 33244 91689 100736 282192
1975 36720 99084 106070 295715
1976 39324 106921 114284 315272
1977 41300 109761 119960 324821
1978 44095 113682 124681 330431

Traffic Volume Trends is a monthly report prepared by the Planning Services
Branch, Highway Statistics Division, based on hourly traffic count data.
These data, collected at approximately 4,000 continuous traffic counting
locations nationwide, are used to determine the percent change in traffic
for the current month compared to the same month in the previous year.

This percent change is applied to the travel for the same period in the
previous year to obtain travel for the current period.

For extra copies, or to be put on the monthly mailing list, contact:

Federal Highway Administration
Office of Public Affairs, Room 4208
400 7th Street, SW.

Washington, D.C. 20590

Phone (202) 426-0677.




AVERAGE DAILY VEHICLE-MILES OF TRAVEL-MILLIONS
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FIGURE 1 - TRAVEL ON MAIN RURAL ROADS, BY MONTHS




ANNUAL VEHICLE-MILES OF TRAVEL-BILLIONS

PERCENTAGE OF 1965 TRAVEL
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FIGURE 2 - ANNUAL TRAVEL ON MAIN RURAL ROADS FOR
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200
195
190 ‘
185 ! %
180 : 7 W
175 s

170 1 -

165 5 7 7

160 : ‘ v, /,
i 4

155 : A

150 ) P .

~ 7
140 : » -
A ~4

136 (// '/
22
125 /__é, ;
120 e , -——— WESTERN STATES
. Vi ——— CENTRAL STATES
7 —-—EASTERN STATES

110
—~

N,

<
\

\\
7~

x

N

\

N

N

N
\

AN

130

105 =

100
95|1ilI[IlI]II[IIIIIIIIIII I A 6 A
1966 - 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980

FIGURE 3 - ANNUAL TRAVEL ON MAIN RURAL ROADS AS PERCENTAGE OF YEAR 1965




TABLE 1.~SUMMARY BY ROAD CLASS AND BY GEOGRAPHIC AREA

' PRELIMINARY CATA FOR  MARCH ' REVISED DATA FOR FEBRUARY
1 or e ¥
' VEHICLE-FILES ' ' VEHICLE-MILES '
. (MILLTOAS) ' PERCENTAGE * (MILL IONS) ' PERCENTAGE
' ¢ CHANGE ' t CHANGE
' 1678 ' 1977 ' ' 1578 ' 1977 '

CLASS OF ROAD, ALL STATES: ' ' ' ' ' '

MAIN RURAL ROADS.evseevossaasns ! 44,095 ' 414300 ' 6.8 ' 34,955 ' 34,591 ' 1.1

LCCAL RURAL ROACSeessssessessne ! 114343 . 11,083 ' 2.3 ' 9,387 ' 9,470 ' -0.9

ALL RURAL ROADSseessssssssassce ! 55,439 ' 52,384 . 5.8 ' 444342 ' 444062 ' 0.6

CITY STREETSeeeeossssacnsscnses ! £5,242 ' 674576 ' 245 . 57,823 ' 58,354 ' -0.7

ALL ROADS ANC STREETSsssasveses * 124,681 . 1194960 ' 3.9 . 102,266 ’ 102,416 ' ~0.1
t ’ L] ’ L v

48 STATES (MAIN RURAL CNLY): ' ' ' ' ' '

EASTERN REGIONssescseasasescuss ! 16,112 . 15,211 ' 5.9 ' 12,935 ' 12,511 ' 3.4
CENTRAL REGICNassssansasesessce ! 21,146 ' 19,925 . 6el ’ 164424 ' 16,632 . -1.3
WESTERN REGICNa eesesssesaseaase ! €,578 ' 5,922 ' 11.1 ' 5,390 ' 54240 ' 2.9
L] 1] L] ’ 1 L]
TOTAL casasnoassansansass * 43,836 ' 41,058 ' 6.8 4 24,749 ' 14,383 ' 1.1
TABLE 2.-CHANGES CN MAIN RURAL ROADS BY STATES
' MARCH ' FEBRUARY " ' ' FEBRUARY
g {PRELININARY) ' (REVISEC) e ' (PRELIMINARY ' {REVISED)
DIVISTICN AND STATE ° 1+ DIVISION AND STATE
' KUMBER ' PER= 1 NUMBER ! PER- 1 : ' NUMBER ' PER- ' NUMBER '  PER-
. aF t CENTAGE * oF ' CENTAGE 't ' OF + CENTAGE ° oF ' CENTAGE
t STATICNS * CHARGE ¢ STATICNS ' CHANGE ¢ t STATIONS * CHANGE ' STATICNS ' CHANGE
"

NEW ENGLANCt ' ' ' ‘ YIEAST SOUTH CENTRAL: ? ' ' '
CONNECTICUT asveneat - ' -t - ' w10 ALABAMAsesesaseanst - ' - 51 ' 5.4
MAINEwsosoancnnses’ 21 ' 7.3 21 . 9.1 *1 KENTUCKYeuessoesns® 37 ' 4.7 42 ' - 4.5
MASSACHUSETT Seewes® - ’ - 8 © = 2,5 t' MISSISSIPPI.. K] 41 ' 8.2 1 40 ' 4.6
NEW HAMPSHIREssase® = ' - 54 ' 447 'Y TENNESSEEaeessessa’ - . - 22 v 1.2
RHODE ISLANDeseses! = ' - - ' - e ' . . '
VERMCNTe nessaacans? 42 ' 7ol a7 ' 447 'WEST NORTH CENTRAL: ¢ . ' '

' . . ' T I0WAesseseensananal 33 ' 5.0 ¢ 33 V- 4.3

MIDOLE ATLANTIC: ' ' ' ' T KANSASessansennaest 62 . 3.8 57 t-11.5
NEW JERSEY. ' 15 ' - 4.8 20 ' = 3.4 11 MINNESOTAeeeseonss? a7 ' 11.0 ¢ 38 s 5.4
NEW YORKseosossoas' 24 ' 3.7 ¢ 24 t = 1.0 '1 MISSCURIeesecsesea’ 68 ' 0.7 68 * - 4.0
PENNSYLVANTAwacasa® 45 L 46 T = 1,3 11 NEBRASKAueews ot 16 ' 5.7 ¢ 19 v - 9.3

) ' . ' ' 11 NORTH DAKOTA. N a7 ' 3.5 1 37 Y- Tk

SOUTH ATLANTIC . . ' ' 11 SOUTH DAKOTAessses® - . - s 29 T - 9.2
(NGRTH,: L] 1 1, L] e 1 L] 1 .
DELAWARE.cess . 14 ' 49t 9 ' 3.4 YYWEST SOUTH CENTRAL: ! ' ' '
MARYLANCuaoeososss’ 20 ' 5.0 ¢ 35 ' = 0.2 *' ARKANSASieeseseaes? - ' - 24 ' - 6.8
VIRGINTAeanavoonas?  — . 4e7 - ' 341 ' LOUISTANAeevsueneal - ' - 45 ' 5.2
WEST VIRGINTAeases® = ' - v 29 t = 249 "1 OKLAHOMAweseesusoo! - ' - 15 ' -15.3

' ' ' ' T4 TEXASsesessesnsasat 117 ' 10.6 ¢ 116 v~ 2.2

SOUTH ATLANTIC ' ' ' ' v . ' ' .
(SDUTHI: ' ' ' ' ¢ CMOUNTAINZ ' ' ' '
FLORIDAsqsnnaseans’ = ' - s - ' = ' ARIZCNAwesevessess! 26 ' 11.3 ¢ 27 ' 6.2
GEORGTAwsanaossnse? 25 ' 13.5 ¢ 24 ' 1043 *' COLORADD... ' 33 ' 14.7 ¢ 40 ' 3.9
NORTH CAROLINAsoas! 47 ' 4e7 ¢ 45 ' 16 *' I1DAHDauesesessnsene’ 57 ' 9.3 51 ' 2.8
SOUTH CAROLINAeaes® 8 ' 18.4 ! 11 ' 9.8 1 ' 25 ' 10,1 23 ' - 4.5

. L} L] * e ' 24 L] 16.8 1 l[, .t "'4

EAST NDRTH CENTRAL: * ' , ¢ Y0 NEW MEXICOuvassuns® 29 ' 11.5 ¢ 25 . 4.2
TLLINGISiaansnanss' = ' - 25 t = 1.3 1 UTAHeseesaesassses? 41 ' 1l.2 45 d 3.8
IRDTANAsacnsasons’ 24 L 24 1 = 246 1 WYOMINGessessseans? 34 . 11.1 ¢ 35 vo- 2.5
MICHIGANGs socaenes® €9 ' 7al 61 . 5.7 0t i ' ' . .

' 23 ' lal ¢ 16 ' 2.4 1UDACIFICE ' ' ' .
WISCONSTNswsvnsone® 24 ' 12.0 ¢ 44 t 5.8 %' CALTFORNIAsscaesea' 13 ' 10.6 ¢ 24 ' 2.6
"1 CREGONessessonsanst - ' - e -, ' -
ALASKAsasasnassnns® = ' - 8 T -10.0 '* WASHINGTONessossosss® - . - 3 . 2.7
HARAT Tococsvonnsas? 3 ' 7.0 3 ' 5.3 ¢ ' ' ' '

NOTE: 1-RURAL MILEAGE OF EACH MAJCR TOLL RCUTE IS CCASICERED AS ONE OR MDRE STATIONS,

DEPENDING ON STATES?

METHOD OF REPCRTING.

2-WHERE THE NUMBER OF STATYONS IS DASH AND THE PERCENTAGE CHANGE IS SHOWM, THE STATES PREPARED TRAFFIC ESTIMATES,

BASED ON EXSTENSIVE TRAFFIC SAMPLI

NG SURVEYS.

3=WHERE THE NUMBER OF STATICNS AND THE PERCENTACE CHANGE FOR A STATE ARE DASHES,
AT TIME OF PRINTING, OR NO COMPARABLE DATA WERE AVAILABLE.

Gl

ENERALLY

THE STATE REPDRT HAD NOT BEEN RECEIVED
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U.8. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
‘Washington, D.C. 20590
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