" INFORMATIONAL MEMOR ANDUM

PUBLIC ROADS ADMINISTRATION
FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY

DATE: FeBRUARY 27, 1948

SUBJECT: TRAFFIC VoLuME TRENDS B

Hbtor vehicle travel on all rural roads dyring the year of 1947
for the Natlon as a whole was higher than in any previous year. The
1947 estimate 1s 185,561 million vehicle—miles, an increase of about
9 percent ever the previous high ef 169,805 million vehlcle-miles

‘est imated for 1941.

‘I'ravel on main roads in 1947 followed {.he same trend as all rural

"roads, the estimate being 136,539 million vehicle-miles, an increase
Lof almostlzpercent over the 1941 estimateoflzz 505 million vehicle~

miles.f

Local road travel for 1947 was heavier than in any previous

‘;year. The latest available traffic figures, however, indicate that -
travel in November 1947 was slightly less than in this month of 1946

and that travel during May, June, November, -and. December . 1947 was

'fless than in these months of 1941, when traffic records for these;
roads were established which have not been surpassed. '

On the basis of preliminary figures, total travel in January

A‘1948 on all rural roads and city streets in the United States was

higher than in any previous January, there being an indicated increase
of one percent over the estimateforthe previous year and 20 percent
over the 1941 figures. During the sameé month, travel on the maln
rural roads exceeded the 1947 volumes by more than 4 percent and the
1941 figures by slightly more than 24 percent. Travel on local roads
and city streets showed a decrease compared with 1947 but was higher
than in any other previous year.

Percentage change from

, 1941 1943 1947
Main roads o +24.2  +104.8 + 4.4
‘Local roads +14.5 = +80.3 = - 2.8
. City streets S : +18.8 480.8 - - 0.4

~ Average : ~ f20.0 = +tBB.2 + 1.0

“_’p.,-ﬁzws\j(‘i S
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* ~Travel on rural roads in the eastern regions was alittle lower
than in 1947 presumably because of the regions!' winter, but -was
higher than in any other previous year. - In the central and westerno
regions, however, it exceeded the travel on rural roads in 1947, the

previous all-time hlgh, and exceeded tha’o in1941by 1arge percentages,

Bural traffic
‘in vehicle miles 4 -
January 1948 Percentage change from

(millions) 1941 - 1948 - 1947
Eastern regions 8,853 +_a.e +100.2 - 2.1
~ Central regions A 6,411 - +28.5 +88. 21
‘Western reg’ions L } 2,348 443.1  +i24.5 +12.0 ,
United States total =~ 12,612 +21.5 497.5 ~t 2.5 %

H. S. FAIRBANK DEPUTY Coumussronea
PUBLIC Roaos ADMINISTRATION
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PABLE 1.--PRELININARY SUXKARY OF AUTOYATIC TRAFPIC RECORDER DATA

FOR JANUARY 1948 INCLUDING 603 STATIONS IN 44 STATES!

Number

Traffic volume

Number

Traffic volume

Type of highway percentage Type of highway percent age
and State of . change from . and State of echange from
: stations Jan. 1947 ' : atations ‘Jan. 1047
STATE BIGHKAYS ‘ STATE HIGHWAYS
“‘Alagbama 6 - 1.0 (Continued) -
‘Arizona 4 +12.3 Utah 11 +19.5
Arkansas 17 - 0.8 Vermont 12 +11.0
Califarnia 9 «+ 9.5 Washington 9 +27.3
“Colorade 5 + 7.4 West Virginia 11 + 1.2
Connecticut 15 -20.4 Wisconsin .9 + 7.9
Delaware 3 - 4.3 Wyoming 6 + 5.3
Georgisa 7 + 0.6 —
Idahs 8- +18.4 TOTAL - 44 STATES. 571 + 4.4
Illinois 6 +19.3 =
Indiana .21 + 9.2 | LOCAL FIGEWAYS
Towa 26 +16.2 Alabama 1 - 3.6
‘ﬂKangds ; 13 + 6.6 Connecticut 3 - 2.6
~Kentucky 11 -10.1 Delaware 2 - 8.3
- Louisians 8 -+ 8¢9 Georgia 3 + 8.2
 Mainpe ‘ 9 +.5.9 Indiana 1 + 2.9
‘Maryland ° 17 - 0.3 Iowa 7 +.9.6
. Massachusetts 9 -10.0 ‘Maryland 1 -21.2
“Michigan 26 - 0.6 Michigan '.2‘ -12.4
“Minnesota .26 + 3.6 Missouri 2 + 9.3
Mississippi 10 + 2.2 Montana 2 +24.1
Missouri - 21 + 9,2 Nebraska ! + 8.0
‘Montana 13 + 9.8 . North Dakota 2 -40.1
Ngbréska ~11 + 9,3 Ohio 2 -10.8
- Nevada : 16 + 9.5 Oregon 1 - 0.9
‘New Hampshire. S8 + 3.1 _Rhode Island 1 -11.3
. New Jersey 3 - 9.4 Wisconsin 1 - 0.4
New Mexico 15 + 7.9 - - - -
North Carolina 20 +13.2 . TOTAL - 16 STATES 32 - 2.6
North Dakota 10 + 1.4 '
| ohie 21 + 6.7 ALL HIGHWAYS
" Oklahoms - 20 + 6.7 44 STATES 603 + 2.5
‘Oregon . o 2 4+35.7 = — =
| Rhode Istand 2 -21.1 3 E4STERN REGIONS 127 o= 2.1
 South Carelina 1 - 2.5 ) : .
South Daketa 10 - 2.4 Y CENTRAL REGIONS 378 +.2.2
“ Tenpessee 5 + 4.6 i :
Texas 80 + 4.4 2 WESPERN REGIONKS 100 +12.0
.’l'lncl,ude;tlll States except Florida, New York, Pannlylv"nnlu. and Virginia.
p-b2u8 .
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TABLE 2.--REVISED SUNNARY OF AUTONATIC TRAFFIC §E’CORDER DATA
‘ .FOR DECEXBER 1947 INCLUDING 658 STATIONS IN 48

STATESY
. / ) ’
, Traffiec volume| ‘ ‘Traffic volume
RS Number percentage ‘ Number percentage
: Region and State of change from Region and State of change from
' shstions Dec. 1046 ‘ stavions - Dec. 1046
NEW ENGLAND ; EAST SOUTH CENTRAL :
Connecticut 17 - 3.3 Alabams .7 + 3.9
Maine 8 + 4.5 Ken tucky 11 + 8.4
Massachusetts 9 - + 0.5 Mississippi 10 +10.7
New Hempshire 14 + 2.2 Tennessee . 5 +15.1
- Rhode Istand 3 - 0.4 Subtotal 33 + 9.2
Vermont 12 + 0.6 . : -
Subtotal 83 - 0.3 WEST SOUTH CENTRAL
o s : Arkansas 16 + 7.7
NIDDLE ATLANTIC . Louisiana 8 + 2.4
New Jersey 4 +12.6 Ok1ahoma 20 + 8.9
New York 1 - 6.4 Texas 80 + 8.6
Pennsylvania ‘ 28 + 5.4 Subdtotal 124 + 7.9
Subtotal ‘ 33 + 6.7 : '
: = e NOUNTAIN
| SOUTH ATLANTIC Arizona 5 - +15.1
Delaware ' 5 0.0 Colorade 5 + 8.9
Maryland 18 + 6.3 Idaho 8 +13.5
Virginia 3 + 9.0 -Montana 14 t14. 1
West Virginia .10 +13.1 Nevada 16 + 6.6
Subtotal morth ' New Mexico 14 +6.3
portion 36 t 7.3 Utah 10 + 4.4
o - Wyoming 3 '+ 5.6
Florida 19 +10.1 Subtotal 75 t 8.7
" Georgia - 10 + 4.6 L .
North Carolina 20 - + 7.0 PACIFIC C
South Carolina ot -0,3 California 9 +15.4
- Subtotal south Oregon . 5 +18.8
portion 50 + 7.8 Washington 9 t14.4
- Subtotal 23 +15.5
Subtotal region 86 + 7.5
| -FAST NORTH CENTRAL TOTAL ALL STATES? 658 - +:.5.0
" Illinois:> 6 +14.4
Indisna’ 22 + 6.9 S i .
Michigan 28 + 2.5 STATE HIGHWAYS. 626 + 6.5
Ohio 22 + 5.5 i ;
Wisconsin 10 -+ 6.8 RIS ; . -
" Subtotal . 88 + 5.7 LOCAL HIGHWAYS 32 + 0.9
WEST NORTH CENTRAL - 3 EASPERN REGIONS 182 + 1.1
Iowa 33 +11.0 S :
Karisas 12 + 5.4
Minnesota 27 +10.6
- Missouri 27 + 9.3 4 CENTRAL REGIONS 378 + 5.2
Nebraska 12 + 7.0 ‘ \
" North Dakota. 12 - 2.6
South Dakots 10 + 2.0 : v
Subtotal ’ 133 + 8.7 2 NESTERN REGIONS 98 . Y12.3

: :~';CQ-blaad'!tqta‘cid'[oetl‘hi;hviyi.
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TABLE 3.--NUNBER OF VERICLES, CLASSIFIED BY TYPES, USING TOLL
FACILITIES IN JANUARY 1948 CONPARED WITH THOSE IF
JANUARY 1947.

1048

Percentsge chsnge v

from 1047
Facilities - s T
: . Trucks : Trucks
Total Plssengier and Total P“"‘“f" and
. cars busses ars busses |
EASTERN REGIONS \

5 in the Néw England States 748,503 | 658,179 90, 324 - 7.0 - 8.0 | 4+ L1
“'f5 in the Middie Atlantlc States 6,766,970 5,419,147 1,347,823 -22.8 -26.9 +. 1.9
“Pennsylvanin Turnpike? 149,042 98,208 50,834 +'85.9 - 1.7 T 424,
g~s in the South Atlentic States 330 637 251,959 78,678 + 0.3 - 2.1 |+ 8.7
- TpTlL~fzeff.ciljtie:,' 7,995,152 6,427,493 1,567,659 | ~20.1 -24.2 4+ 2.8

: CENTRAL REGIONS

2 on thg Greut Lakes' Can:dim Border? 160,328 . 150,375 9,953 ‘_ +18.8 +19.8 +:6.0

" Lin tho ‘Grest Lakes Region 6,908 5,891 1,317 +10.8 +12.3 + &,9

Subtotgl -3 fecilities 167,238 155,986 11,270 +18.5 +19.5 + 5.9

4 on the Ohie River 229,390 185,539 43,851 | + 4.3 | + 4.2 + 4.4

1 in Kentucky 9,080 5,804 3,276 F 4o - 5.7 +30.8

‘Subtotal'=:5 facilities 238,470 191,348 47,127 + 4,3 +3.9 + 5.9
9 on the Mississippi and St. Croix ~ : A :

" Rivers St. Louis and North 635,442 518,130 117,312 +14.5 +12.3 +25.5
-3 on ‘the Hl:uuippi River aouth of . .

St, Louxn w 89,867 64,022 25,845 +11.0 +16.3 -~ 0.4
subtotaz -12 facczttics 725,308 562,153 ) iua.157 ‘14,1 t22.7 +19.8
"2 ‘on the Missouri River 131,956 103,580 28,376 + 5.8 +8.6 - 3.4
5 in the West South Central States 78,227 70,336 7.891 - 0.4 + 1.8 =161

) % : ;
Subtofal - 7 facilities 210,183 173,916 ‘36,267 + 3.4 + 5.8 - 8.4
TOTAL - 27 facilities 1,341,198 1,103,377 237,821 +10.9 +10.8 +11.8

WESTERN REGIONS
1 in California 2,066,335 1,872,189 194, 146 + 3.2 + 3.7 TR I 1
"4 in the Oregon-Washington aresa. 336,085 292,495 43,590 +19.8 +20.2 +17.1
. TOTAL - s facilities 2,402,420 2,164,684 237,736 | + 5.3 + 5.6 t 1.8
: ’ UNITED STATES
TOTAL - 58 facilities! 11,738,770 | 9,695,554 | 2,043,216 | -13.0 | -15.9 +'3.6
, , . , i

Non-r-vtnua vchlclcc inctuded in roport and treated as puaa-n;-r cars unless -thcrvlna sp?tlflud. .

INu-b-r of vchlclls. thot. using any poition of the facility. E
300‘ ol tholo ilellltlo- is in’ 'oltnzn Naw York -nd therefore i r-l‘tod tc simitar f-ellltlol in the Coutr-l States.
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VEHICLE-MILES OF TRAVEL -BILLIONS
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~ FIGURE 2 - . VEHIGLE - MILES OF TRAVEL ON ALL
RURAL. ROADS IN 1941,1943,1947 AND 1948
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