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Traffic Volume Trends - February 1997 

Based on preliminary reports from the State Highway Agencies, travel during February 1997 
on all roads and streets in the nation increased by 2.2 percent as compared to February 1996 
resulting in estimated travel for the month at 179.1 billion vehicle-miles. This total includes 
66.5 billion vehicle-miles on rural roads and 112.5 billion vehicle-miles on urban roads 
and streets. 

Travel for the current month as well the cumulative yearly total on all roads and streets is shown 
below. Similar totals for each year since 1970 are also included. 

Travel in Millions 
All Roads and Streets 

Year February Year to Date 
1970 77,442 157,615 
1971 80,118 165,455 
1972 88,272 180,738 
1973 92,567 189,231 
1974 86,426 181,456 
1 975 91,303 189,645 
1976 98,528 200,988 
1 977 1 02,416 204,861 
1978 107,018 21 6,855 
1979 109,650 224,004 
1980 107,338 223,800 
1981 109,765 225,814 
1982 107,512 21 7,269 
1983 1 1 1,828 231,263 
1984 1 17,483 240,OI 3 
1985 11 9,367 243,488 
1986 123,526 256,524 
1987 135,996 275,914 
1 988 141,748 290,627 
1989 146,732 306,482 
1990 153,559 317,159 
1991 153,351 31 1,240 
1992 160,204 327,856 
1993 162,844 334,524 
1994 166,444 335,758 
1995 171,053 364,891 
1996 175,269 359,180 
1 997 179,129 368,380 

Traffic Volume Trends is a monthly report based on hourly traffic count data. These data, collected at 
approximately 4,000 continuous traffic counting locations nationwide, are used to determine the percent 
change in traffic for the current month compared to the same month in the previous year. This percent 
change is applied to the travel for the same month of the previous year to obtain an estimate of travel fa 
the current month. 
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Table 1 - Estimated Individual Monthly Motor Vehicle Travel In The United States 

System 

Table 2 - Estimated Cumulative Monthly Motor Vehicle Travel In The United States 

Month 

JAN 1 FEB 1 MAR 1 APRIL / MAY I JUNE I JULY / AUG I SEP / OCT I NOV 1 DEC 

System 

Month 

JAN / FEB / MAR I APRIL / MAY I JUNE j JULY I AUG I SEP / OCT I NOV I DEC 

1996 Individual Monthly Vehicle-Miles of Travel In Billions * 

1996 Cumulative Monthly Vehicle-Miles of Travel In Billions * 

Rural Interstate 

Rural Other Arterial 

Other Rural 

Urban Interstate 

Urban Other Arterial 

Other Urban 

All Systems 

Rural Interstate 

Rural Other Arterial 

Other Rural 

Urban interstate 

Urban Other Arterial 

Other Urban 

All Systems 

15.4 

26.8 

24.8 

26.4 

64.6 

183.9 

15.1 

25.6 

23.9 

25.4 

60.6 

175.3 

1997 Individual Monthly Vehicle-Miles of Travel in Billions * 

15.4 

26.8 

24.8 

26.4 

64.6 

183.9 

18.6 

30.0 

27.9 

29.4 

69.0 

203.3 

Rural Interstate 

Rural Other Arterial 

Other Rural 

Urban Interstate 

Urban Other Arterial 

Other Urban 

All Systems 

1997 Cumulative Monthly Vehicle-Miles of Travel In Billions * 

30.5 

52.4 

48.6 

51.8 

125.2 

359.2 

18.8 

30.7 

28.6 

28.9 

69.2 

204.5 

16.1 

27.6 

25.4 

27.2 

66.3 

2.6.& 
189.3 

31.9 

54.1 

49.7 

53.1 

128.1 

Ed.4 

Rural Interstate 

Rural Other Arterial 

Other Rural 

Urban Interstate 

Urban Other Arterial 

Other Urban 

15.7 

26.5 

24.3 

25.9 

61.8 

2423 
179.1 

Percent Change In individual Monthly Travel 1997 vs. 1996 

49.2 

82.4 

76.5 

81.2 

194.2 

562.5 

All Systems 189.3 368.4 

Percent Change In Cumulative Monthly Travel 1997 vs. 1996 

Rural Interstate 4.5 4.4 

Rural Other Arterial 3.1 3.3 

Other Rural 2.6 2.2 

Urban Interstate 3.0 2.6 

Urban Other Arterial 2.6 2.3 

Other Urban 2.5 Lfi 
All Systems 2.9 2.6 

p * System entries may not add to give "All Systems" total due to rounding. 
For further information, contact Ken Welty 

Office of Highway lnformation Management 
Federal Highway Administration 
Phone: (202) 366-5055. 

16.1 

27.6 

25.4 

27.2 

66.3 

2&.6 

20.2 

34.3 

31.2 

31.0 

72.6 

219.7 

Rural Interstate 

Rural Other Arterial 

Other Rural 

Urban Interstate 

Urban Other Arterial 

Other Urban 

All Systems 

68.0 

113.1 

105.2 

110.1 

263.3 

767.1 

20.8 

33.3 

30.7 

30.0 

70.1 

214.1 

4.5 

3.1 

2.6 

3.0 

2.6 

2.5 
2.9 

88.1 

147.4 

136.4 

141:2 

335.9 

986.8 

22.6 

35.8 

32.2 

30.7 

73.2 

Z ! ! l J B L 4 2 & 3 + 3 2 9 J . ~ 3 e 2 2 7 . 7 W ~ ~  
224.5 

4.3 

3.5 

1.7 

2.1 

2.0 

01 
2.2 

I I , L , , 

108.9, 

180.7 

167.1 

171.2 

406.1 

1200.9 

22.9 

36.0 

32.4 

31.3 

73.9 

226.7 

131.5 

216.5 

199.3 

201.9 

479.3 
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1425.4 

19.2 

31.8 

29.2 

29.0 

68.7 

205.6 

154.4 

252.5 

231.8 

233.2 

553.2 

1652.1 

19.6 

32.6 

30.4 

30.2 

71.7 

213.5 

173.6 

284.3 

261.0 

262.2 

621.9 

1857.7 

18.3 

29.5 

27.8 

28.2 

67.0 

198.0 

18.6 

29.1 

27.4 

28.4 

67.8 

198.6 

193.2 

316.9 

291.4 

292.4 

693.6 

2071.2 

211.4 

346.4 

319.3 

320.7 

760.5 

2269.2 

230.0 

375.5 

346.6 

349.1 

828.3 

2487.8 





Table 3 - Changes On Rural Arterial Roa 
February 

Vehicle-Miles 

s By Region and State 
Januarv 1 

Vehicle-Miles 
Number (Millions) 

of 1997 1996 
Stations (Preliminary) 

22 291 267 
36 354 338 
8 360 340 

60 285 272 
2 532 504 

35 1,108 1,075 
1,783 I ,720 

7 49 46 
34 198 191 

4,959 4,753 

Percent 
Change 

Number (Millions) Percent 
of 1997 1996 Change 

Stations (Revised) 
/ Region and State 

Northeast 
Connecticut 
Maine 
Massachusetts 
New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New York 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
Vermont 

? TOTALS 42,261 40,711 3.8 

Note: Where Number of Stations are shown as dashes, the value 
derived from the estimated VMT based on data from surroundin 

far Vehicle-Miles and Percent Change are 
States ar the Nationwide average VMT. 












