
TRAFFIC VOLUME 
TRENDS U. S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 

FEBRUARY 1979 1/ 

TRAVEL ON ALL ROADS AND STREETS up 3.2% 
COMPARED TO SAME MONTH ONE YEAR AGO 

TRAVEL ON MAIN RURAL ROADS ONLY up 3.6% 
COMPARED TO SAME MONTH ONE YEAR AGO 

13.11 5.68 -- 
~ V E H I C L E  MlLES OF TRAVEL THIS MONTH = 3 5 a 9 9  BILLION T O T A L ~  

ALL DATA FOR THIS MONTH ARE PRELIMINARY, REV1SED VALVES FOR PREVIOUS MONTH 
ARE SHOWN IN TABLES 1 and 2 
NOTE: ALL VEHICLE MILES OF TRAVEL HAVE BEEN COMPUTED ~ 1 ~ ~ 1 9 7 6  VM-2 DATA 
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f l  
Traff ic  Volume Trends - February 1979 

Baaed on preliminary reports from the s t a t e  highway agencies, t r ave l  
during Febtuary 1979 on a l l  roads and streets i n  the  nation increased 
by 3.2 percent a s  compared t o  February 1978, resul t ing i n  estimated 
t rave l  fo r  the  month a t  105,527 mill ion vehicle miles. This t o t a l  
includes 36,207 mill ion vehicle miles on main ru ra l  roads, 9,600 mill ion 
vehicle miles on other r u r a l  roads, and 59,720 million vehicle m i l e s  on 
c i t y  s t ree t s .  

Travel fo r  the  current month a s  w e l l  a s  the cumulative yearly t o t a l  
on main rura l  roads and f o r  a l l  roads and streets is shown below. 
Similar t o t a l s  f o r  each year since 1970 a re  a l so  included. 

Main Rural. Roads A l l  Roads and S t r ee t s  
February Year t o  Date February Year t o  Date 

Traf f ic  Volume Trends is a monthly report  prepared by the Planning 
Services Branch, Bighway S t a t i s t i c s  Division, based on hourly t r a f f i c  
count data. These data, collected a t  approximately 4,000 continuous 
t r a f f i c  counting locations nationwide, a r e  used t o  determine the  percent 
change i n  t r a f f i c  fo r  the  current month compared t o  the same month i n  the 

I previous year. This percent change is applied t o  the  t rave l  f o r  the 
I same period i n  the  previous year t o  obtain t rave l  for  the current period. 

For extra copies, o r  t o  be put on the  monthly mailing l ist ,  contact: 
I I 

Federal Highway Administration 
Office of Public Affairs,  Room 4208 
400 7th Street ,  SW. 
Washington, D. C. 20590 

p Phone (202) 426-0677. 





FIGURE 1 - TRAVEL ON MAIN RURAL ROADS, BY MONTHS 
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FIGURE 2 - ANNUAL TRAVEL ON MAlN RURAL ROADS FOR 
12 MONTH PERIOD ENDING IN MONTH SHOWN 
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FIGURE 3 - ANNUAL TRAVEL ON MAlN RURAL ROADS AS PERCENTAGE OF YEAR 1965 





/m T&l)Lt 1.-SUMMARY 81 RCAD CLASS AM0 BY GEOGRAPHIC U E A  

-- ---- ------UP------*----------- -----*------ 
I P R E L I I I h P M Y  L L T l  FOR FEBRUARY a REVISED CkTA MR JWWRI 
'-,----,--------I---------.------ *------------ ------ 
I VEHICLE-FILES a m YEllfCtE-Rl tES I 

I i H I L L I C h S  I ' PERLENTACE * * I E I U  I W S k  2 FERCENTIGE 
o------*--- - - - - -  -"-.a C W E  *-- --------.-- CH&GE 
* 5975 * kg76 * I k9T9 1 SET6 a 

-----------------------------------------*--w-.---------)-i------- u - c - - - . - - - l - - -  

CLASS CF RCbC, ALL STATES: (I I * I * . ....S...............~......'....... . * 8.1. RURAL 3.6 36.286 3+t432 4.8 
LXAL .U....O......~~~..~....~. FstCC ' 5.387 * 2-3 9 ~ 6 4 4  9 .4m * 1. 7 
A L L R U . 4 L . 0 b C S . . . . . ~ . . . . . . . . . . 0 4 5 . 8 C 7 4 4 . 2 4 2 *  2.3 * 451931 * Mtllf * 4 0 1  
C I T . S T R E E T S . . . * . . . ~ . . . ~ . . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . . . ~ ~ . ' ~ . . S Z ~ '  1 h k r 9 6 2  * 59.367 * 4.3 
A L L R . . D S A N C S T K E E T S . . . . . . . . . . . ~ . ~ . ~ ; ~ ~  1 a i r 2 6 6  * 3.2 * &O7.132 * 1 0 3 ~ 4 8 4  * 4.2 

0 b * I * t 

4 e  STATES t n a r h  KURAL C A L Y ) :  .I * I 'I 
I 

EASTERN REGICN.*...*o.*..o.oo*. ' l ? r l f C  . 1 2 1 5 3 5  • 8.3 I 13.743 * 12.928 . 6 s  3 
CENTRALREGrCN. . * *o . . . . . . . .wb 17.2C5 * I L . 4 2 4  • 4 .B  ZdtbM ' l5.942 * 4.5 
UEST ERN REG1 Ch.e*.r.. ....I.....* 5 r t e O  5 ~ 3 9 0  5.4 ' 5,663 ' S t 5 4 9  * 2.0 

a * * * 8 

a * . . . TCTAL....o.*m..*+.*-....* 35,591 34,745 3.6 36.030 341419 4.8 
-----------------------------------------------------------u---u.----------*--------------------------------- 

TABLE 20-CHPhEES Ck MAIM RURAL ROADS BY STATES 

-.---------------------------------------------.-----.-------------i----------.)--CIU--L-------- ---- 
o FEBEUbRY e J b h t A R Y  I I a FEBRU*RY 0 JANUARY 

tPKELIHtNAPY)  tREV ISEC l 0 * * I P R E L I H I M R Y I  I R E V I S E D I  
D I v I S I C N  AND STATE O------------------------------------------ 0 0 0 111 1 S ION AND STATE *------r---------c----ur--rrr-.r--- 

* hUMBER * PEK- ' hUHEER * PER- * * ' KUHBER @ PER- ' RUNfER * PER- 
* CF 'CEN7AGE * OF ' C E k T A G E  " t i F  * CENTAGE * OF * CENTAGE 
* STATICNS CkbNGE ' STATIChS * CHANGE ' *  STATIONS * CHANGE * SfAT lEElS * CHhWE. 

,,-,,-,,-,-,--,,---------------------------------~----'*--*---------"--------Y-------------*-"-------- 

NEM ENGLAkC: I I t o "EAST SOUTH CENTRAL: * 0 I t ' * CChNECTICbT*.*I*..' 9 9.1 ' t o  14.2 .' hCABAM&....ms.r...' 53 a 2.4 SC 11.4 .. NAINEI......~***..' 22 * 1 . 6 '  2 2  -2.9 KENTUCKYmo...r..r.* 36 ' b 4 *  2& 23.4 
MASSACHUSETTS.....' 8 ' 12.2 ' 8 * 7.1 " HISSlSSlPPIrr.....* 42' ' 4.8. ' 1 8  7.9 
NEMHAt4PSHIRE*...*' 5 7  ' 7.1 ' 5 6  a 8.3 " TENNESSEE..m...r~r* 2 8  a 4.2 : 2 1  : 6-4 
RHODE ISLAND.*...* * . I  I -  o - a *  I t 

VERHtNT.e**.......* 36 % 6 a 37 I 8.8 ' * c E s ~ N O R T H C E N T R A L : '  il I I 
o o I 0 * a  IOWAr*......-r.rmr* 31 ' 3.3 . 32 a - 5 . k  

* * r. * XJDULEATLANTICZ * o I I KANSAS.-....r.r...' 6 3  F a 3  61 -13.6 
NEM JERSEY*..or...' - I  I -  I - * *  HlIiJNESOTh.m*.rr..o' - * 9 r * - . .  NSk VCdK**o...r*..' 19 ' 0 . 1  ' 2C a 6.6 " R5SSOURIr.......rr8 - * 7 2  - b e ?  . .' * - ' P E ~ N S Y L V A N ~ A . * * O ~ .  ' - ' 53 11.1 NEktRASUAo...+..r..' I0  10.3 2 1  - + * a  

I o I e " N ~ R T H  DAKOTA.rr**.' 25 a 5 - 0  : t 7  0.0 
SOUTH ATLbNTIC o * 0 t S~UTHOAKOTAI..SO** 3 3  a 4.1 I 

{NORTH1 : * I a t I I I I I e 
DELAWARE..r. I.....' 1 2  . .  5.5 ' L3 * 3.8 "WEST SUUTX CENTRAL: ' I 1 t 

MARYLAND*........*' 32 -4.8 . 2E . ZD-1 * *  APKANSASs.or......* 2 1  * 1.9 ' 1 5  * - E e l  
VIRGlNIA.*o.r.....' . '  4.7 I . *  5.1 I. LKICIXSIANAm*.r.rrr.* - a - * 4 1  # 6.0 . .  I ' . I. WEST VIRGINIA..r..' 27 5.7 18 1.6 vLAHOMA.e..o.....' - ' PO ' 6.5 * 0 t I " TFXAS.~....O~*O...* L l b  ' 8.3 . S 1 7  ' *  5.2 

SOGTH ATLAhTtC o I 8 I I I o I a I 

f SOUTH) : t I 0 I * *MCU~AIN: I I I s 
F L R U I D A - ~ . ~  .......* 8: I 5.3 * 1 6  I 2.0 . a  AREZONA ...*........ a . 6.7 . 6 * 7.0 . .  GEORGEI...**t...r.' . '  24 a 3-2 * '  COl,ORA00*r........' 63 ' 6 . 9 '  5 2  Q.5 
NORTH CARCLIkA....' 44  I 5.5 ' 38 a 7.5 " fPAHfh~r....rr.-..* . *  - *  - 1 

SOUTH CbRRLINA*...' 13 " 4.2 ' 53 * 2.3 " R~wTANA...~~~..~..' - * - 27% * 1.4 
0 * 0 1 ' *  NEVAGA-I..~.......' 2 8  * 7.3 * 2e 9 6 - 6  

EAST NCRTH CENTRAL: ' I o I I. NIEW HEXICOo...r-r.* 3 0  ' 6.3 0 29 9 t - 2  
ILLINOIS......-re*' 26 a 0.0 ' 20 * .  4.3 "UTAti~.~..~~.eo+.. .*  47 * 2.3 . +? * -  0.2 
INDIANA...*.*..*..* 22 ' 3.8 I 2 3  * 17.6 " L/IYIIINC so*  ........' 3 7  : 6.3 . 636 * 3.3 
WItHItAN......rt.r' E 5  ' 6.8 ' 6 1  ' 14.4 I. I .I a B 

OhlO*+r..... . . . . . . . - '  - I 21 ' 9 0 0  "PACIFIC: I t I * 
HISGOLSIN* . .~* *m** '  49 ' 1.0 * 34 ' -4.4 " tlALIFORNIA..s.....' 15 . 6.8 * 1 4  8 3.7 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - * - - - - - - - * - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - * o  OREGON.e.r..*....r.' . .  I )  r Q - 
&LASKA.....*.e....' - *  t - I -  WASHINGTO TON^.......' 24 ' -Il.l * 1 5  l - O r 7  
~(AwAII...~.~.~~...' 3 5 . 7 '  - I *  * * I * a - '  

-.-L----*.--C------3------1----------------̂ ----"---------------"-----*--------------------*------,--,*-- 

NOTE: 1-RbRbL MILEAGE OF EACH CAJCR TCLL FOUTE I S  CChSICEPEC AS CNE OR MORE STMIONSI  OEPENDtNG O h  STATES' HETHDQ DF REPORTING. 

?-WHERE TI-E lUHBER CF STPITIENS I S  SktWN AS A OCSk bKC A VALUE FaR PERCENTAGE CHANGE IS INDICJLTEDe THE ",TTER M L U E  1S 
BASED ON A STATEwIDE ESTiMATE PRCVIDEC OY THE t lGHwAY AGENGY OETERMINED FROM EXTENSLVE TRAFFfC $A#PLtNG SURIIEYS. 

3-WhERE TbE NUM0ER CF STATICHS AN0 TCE PERCENTP(iE CHANGE ARE ShQCIN AS DASHES* SUFFICIENT XNFORMTIDN WAS NOT CYASLABLE 
TO DETERMlhlE AN ESTIMATE. 

I 
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FEDERAL HIGHWAY ACMIN I S T R A T I O N  
HIGHwAY STAT1 S T I C S  C I L I S I C h  
403 - 7TH STREET8 Soh*  
WASHINGTCh8 DeC. 205S9 T A B L E  3. 

E S T I M A T E D  I N D I V I D U A L  PChThLY HCTOR V E H I C L E  TRAVEL I N  T H E  UhfTEO STATES *** 
*~~-----~-L-~-~~---~~--lL------~~-~*I*IIIIIII~IIIIIII.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c~.c.c~~~~~.1-.I~CICC-~-----~----------~---~--------H-----~ 

1 1 MINTH 
j------C---U-UL----------"-------------m-----*-----*-~**"*------*------------*-------a---------- 

1 
I 1 
I SYSTEM 1 J4N 1 F E E  I MAR I APR I MAY I JUNE 1 JULY # AUG I SEPT 1 OGT I NOV 1 OEC 1 
~--r---------------*---~~-~----*.*.JN-C-CI~--------.-"11"~.--.--~~*~r.~~.I*~.*.."-~---~..~-.i-~---------------------------- I 
I 1 
I I 
1 1978 I N D I V I D U A L  M C h f H L Y  V E H I C L E - M I L E S  QF T R A V E L  I N  B f L L f O N S *  1 
I I 
~-~~----~--~~~-------------~------~---------------------------------~--~e--*-------------------*--*-------~---~~--~+- I 
t I I 1 1 1 I 1 I I I I 1 1 
1 MAfk RURAL 1 34.4 1 35.0 4 44.2 1 4 4 . 3  1 48.5 1 50.3 1 4 1 55.0 1 47.4 1 48.0 1 44.0 1 42.8 1 
I 1 I I 1 I I t I I I 1 1 1 
( LQCAL RURAL 1 9.5 1 9.4 1 1leZ 1 12.3 1 13.6 1 13.6 1 14.4 1 14.4 1 13.2 1 13.4 1 12.a 1 1 
t I I I I 1 I I I I 1 I I I 
I U V A N  I 59.4 I 57.9 I 68.9 1 68.5  1 71.8 I 71.4 I 72.4 I 73.3 1 6 9 ~ 3  j 72.0 I 6e.F I ST*? I 
I I I 1 I I I I I i I I I I 
I A L L  S Y S T E M S  1 103.5 1 102.3 1 124.4 1 125 . t  1 133.9 1 135.4 1 141.2 1 142.7 1 12919 1 133.4 1 122.8 1 121.6 1 
jC-----------------------"--"-~--~~~-------------~-~----"-*~-II--.-.-~".-(II1.1cU~~-~I-U--"-.WI-UI----~-a-----.------I*.-----3 1 
1 1 
I 1 
I 1979 I N O I V I D U A L  H t h T H L Y  V E H I C L E - M I L E S  OF T R A V E L  I N  B I L L f C N S * *  1 
I I--------------I-CC-------*----C-3----I---.I-----------"-------------- 

i 
1 

I 1 I J 1 I 1 I I I I I 1 I 
1 M A I N  RURAL 1 36.3 1 3C.2 I I 1 I 1 1 I t I 1 4 
1 1 I I I I 1 I 1 I I I I I 
I LOCAL RURAL I 9.6 I 5.6 1 I I I I I I I I I I 
I I 1 1 i I 1 I 1 I I I I I 

I URBAN 
1 61.5 1 55.7 1 I I I I I I I I 1 I 
I I I I 1 I I I I I I 1 I 

I A L L  SYSTEMS I 107.8 I 105.5 1 I I I I I I I I I 
J - -L - - - - - - - l - - - - - - - - - - * - -U - - - - - - - -~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - -~ - - -~ - - - - - - -~ -~" - - -~HU.L~ -~ - - - - - -N - - I - - I - - - I ~" - - - - . I - . I - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

I 
I 

I I 
I 1 
I PERCENT CHANGE I N  l h C I V l O U A L  MCNTHLY TRAVEL 1979 PS. 1978 I 
I 
1---------------------'---C-----------------------------I-II-I~---I-"~-----C-.-.-----.II1---IC--.I*I..--I----*-------C------------- 

I 
L 

1 I I I 1 I 1 I I 1 I I 1 I 
I M A I N  RURAL 1 4.0 1 3.6 1 I I 1 1 1 I I I I I 
I I I I 1 I I I I I I .  1 1 1 
1 L C C A L R U R A L  1 1 . 7 1  2 . 3 1  1 1 1 1 I 1 I 1 1 1 
I 1 I I 1 1 I I 1 t I I t 1 
I URBAN f 413 1 3.1 1 I 1 I 1 1 I I I 1 I 
I 1 J I I I I I I I I 1 I I 
I A L L  SYSTEMS 1 4.2 ) 3 e 2  1 I I I I I I I ! 1 I 
I - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - I - - - - ~ " - - - - - - - * - - - . " " I w " ~ ~ ~ ~ - - - - - - - - " ~ I ) - I - C - - - - - - - - - - - - - . I - - - - - . * - *  

* THESE ARE P R E L I H I A A R k  E S T I M A T E S  k h I C H  k I L L  @ E  R E V I S E D  70 AGREE YfTH F I N A L  E S T l M A f E S  OF 1978 ANNUAL 
TRAVEL P R U V I D E C  BY S T A T E  H I G H k A Y  D E P P R T M E h f S e  ** T O  f?E R E L I S E C  EASEC C N  1978 F I h A L  TRAVEL ESTIMATES.  

*** SYSTEM E K T R I E S  R A Y  NCf 4CQ TO T C T A L  " A L L  SYSTEPS" DUE TO ROUNDING. 
FOR FURTHEk I h F O R Y A T I C h  CCKTACT K E h h E T k  EELTVI  HIGHkPV S T A T I S T I C S  C I V I S I O N I  FEDERAL H l G H h A Y  AOHINISTRATIGN* 242-456*0160* 

L' 








