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ARE SHOWN IN TABLES 1 and 2.
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Traffic Volume Trends - February 1979

Based on preliminary reports from the state highway agencies, travel
during February 1979 on all roads and streets in the nation increased
by 3.2 percent as compared to February 1978, resulting in estimated
travel for the month at 105,527 million vehicle miles. This total
includes 36,207 million vehicle miles on main rural roads, 9,600 million
vehicle miles on other rural roads, and 59,720 million vehicle miles on
city streets. ’

~ Travel for the current month as well as the cumulative yearly total

on main rural roads and for all roads and streets is shown below.
Similar totals for each year since 1970 are also included.

Travel in Millions

Main Rural Roads All Roads and Streets

February Year to Date February  Year to Date
1970 - 26,553 53,722 77,442 157,615
1971 27,421 56,611 80,118 165,454
1972 28,415 58,469 88,272 180,737
1973 30,706 62,501 92,567 189,231
1974 27,887 58,445 86,426 181,456
1975 30,215 62,364 91,303 189,645
1976 33,349 67,597 98,528 200,988
1977 34,591 68,461 102,416 204,861
1978 34,955 69,587 102,266 205,750
1979 36,207 72,493 105,527 213,359

Traffic Volume Trends is a monthly report prepared by the Planning
Services Branch, Highway Statistics Division, based on hourly traffic
count data. These data, collected at approximately 4,000 continuous
traffic counting locations nationwide, are used to determine the percent
change in traffic for the current month compared to the same month in the
previous year. This percent change is applied to the travel for the

same period in the previocus year to obtain travel for the current period.

For extra copies, or to be put on the monthly mailing list, contact:

Federal Highway Administration
Office of Public Affairs, Room 4208
400 7th Street, SW.

Washington, D.C. 20590

Phone (202) 426-0677.







AVERAGE DAILY VEHICLE-MILES OF TRAVEL-MILLIONS
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FIGURE 1 - TRAVEL ON MAIN RURAL ROADS, BY MONTHS
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ANNUAL VEHICLE-MILES OF TRAVEL-BILLIONS

PERCENTAGE OF 1965 TRAVEL
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FIGURE 2 - ANNUAL TRAVEL ON MAIN RURAL ROADS FOR
12 MONTH PERIOD ENDING IN MONTH SHOWN
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FIGURE 3 - ANNUAL TRAVEL ON MAIN RURAL ROADS AS PERCENTAGE OF YEAR 1965







jA*B\ : TABLE 14~SUMMARY BY RCAD CLASS AND BY GEQGRAPHIC AREA

¢
' PRELININARY CATA FOR FEBRUARY . REVISED CATA FOR  JANUARY
v VEHICLE-MILES ’ . VEHICLE-MILES .
. (NELLICAS) * PERCENTAGE ¢ tRILLIONS ) v PERCENTAGE
. * CHANGE  * s CHANGE
+ 1575 . 1978 . . 1979 ’ 1578 .
CLASS OF RCAG, ALL STATES: . . ‘ s . .
MALN RURAL RCADSscecsssseccssess ' 265287 . 34,555 4 3.6 * 36,286 ’ 344632 . 4.8
LOCAL RURAL FOADSseessosssscons ' Sa6LC . 52387 . 2.3 ¢ 81644 4 9,485 . 1.7
ALL RURAL KOACSsersess wee ! 45,807 . 44,242 ' 3.3 ¢ 45,931 + %4,117 . 4ol
CITY STREETSeeecesceosssnnssass * 55,723 . 57,523 . 3.1 r &1,902 ’ 59,367 . 4.3
ALL ROADS ANC STREETSssessseses ' 135,507 102,266 . 3.2+ 16T, T Lodsees ' 4.2
1] . ]
48 STATES (MAIN RURAL CALY): ’ . . . ’ .

"EASTERN REGICNesessosasenasnose ¥ 13,10¢ . 12,535 ’ 1.3 ¢ 134743 . 12,928 . 6e3
CENTRAL REGICNa eesseansossosnne * 17,2C5 . 1€,425 . 4.8 * 16,664 ’ 15,942 . 445
WESTERN REGICNscessseocassnneee * 5,680 . 5,390 v S.4 Y 5,663 : 5,549 : 2.0

1 L] ’ .
TCTALesssssasossssassens © 25,591 . 34,745 . 3.6 * 36,070 . 344419 . 4e8
TABLE 2.-CHAMGES CA MAIN RURAL ROADS BY STATES
FEBRUARY ' JBKLARY ve . FEBRUARY ' JANUARY
(PRELIMINARY } . (REVISEL) *e (PRELIMINARY) . {REVISED)

DIVISICN AND STATE

*
+
*  NUMBER PER= *  NUMBER ¢ PER- v
0
*

.
*
'Y DIVISION AND STATE ¢
* RUMBER * PER~ *  NUMBER ¢ PER~
L] 3 F
'

CF ' CENTAGE ¥ OF * CENTAGE ¢ GF * CENTAGE * D *. CENTAGE
STATICNS ' CHANGE * STATICNS * CHANGE - *¢ STATIONS ¢ CHANGE * STATICNS * CHANGE
- [ X}

NEW ENGLAKD: . . ' ' **EAST SOUTH CENTRAL: ¢ . . ¢
CONNECTICUTeasenss’ 9 ' 9.1 ! ¢ ' 14e2 ' ALABAMAccccacesess’ 53 ’ 2e4 54 M 1l.4
MAINE<osonsacscoss’ 22 ' 1.6 ¢ 22 N 249 % KENTUCKYacssesssss® 36 ' ok ¥ 28 23.4
MASSACHUSETT Sseees! 8 N 12,2 ! 8 . Tel ' MISSISSIPPlevescas® 627 ¢ 4ol ' 18, 79
NEW HAMPSHIREeavas® 57 . 7.1 Y 5¢ ' B+3 *' TENNESSEEsscecnsna’ 28 ’ 4.2 v 21 . 8ot
RHODE [5LANDsscres’ - ' - - ' - e . . . .

oo VEKMCNTesensoncnns’ 36 ' ENCI 37 ' 848 **WEST NORTH CENTRAL: * . . v
8 . ’ ' ‘ 4 JOWAesesesssccsses?t 21 i 3.3 * 3z . - 5.1
5"'W> MIDDLE ATLANTIC: ' . ' ' KANSASesossscccane’ €3 . 723 ¢ 81 ' =13.6
{ NEW JERSEYewssosoe! - ' - - ' - MINNESOTAcaeevnsee? - * - - ' -
e NEW YORKeososseons! 19 ' 6.1 2¢ ' 66 '% MISSOURIvenenssces? - * - 72 L Y
PENNSYLVAN[Acsnses® - ' - 53 . 1141 ' NEORASKAsseseesven' 18 ’ 10,3 ¢ 21 ¢ = kB
' ' ' ' 4 NDRTH DAKOTAsseses! 27 ’ 5.0 ¢ 27 * 0.0
SOUTH ATLANTIC ' ' ' 4 14 SOUTH DAKOTAssesss ! 33 ' TS - * -
{NDRTHI® + A . * " ! * . L] L]
DELARARE covs sasane! 1z = 5.6 ¢ i3 * 3.8 **WESY SOUTH CENTRAL: * ' . v
MARYLANDssoseesoes’ 3z 'Y= 4.8t 2¢ ' 10el '*  ARKANSASesesessvee’ 21 ’ 1.9 ¢ 15 LR ™ |
VIRGINIAvsocvsasnset - ' 447 1 - N S5s1 *'  LOUISIANAscsccecce’ - ' - 41 h 600
WEST VIRGINIAssees’ 27 . Se7 ! 18 v 1.6 ** DKLAHOMAwssssecios? - ' e 30 ¢ 65
. N . ' § Tt TEXASsseesseasesss® 116 ’ 8,3 ' 111 5.2
SOUTH ATLANTIC ' ' ' ' oo ' ' . ’
(S0UTH) 2 ' ' . ' * *NCUNTAIN: . 4 . L]
FLORIDAsssesonenns" 8] -t 5.3 ¢ 1¢ ' 2e0 *' ARIZONAseswssnsecs’ 8 ’ 6.7 * & ’ 7.0
GEORGIAcssosasanss’ - ' - 24 ' 3.2 ¢ COLORADDseesscesce’ 43 ' 609 ! 42 ¢ 0.5
NORTH CARCLINAsess® 44 ' 5.5 ¢ 38 ' Te5 *' IDAHCsessensscrsea’ - M - - ' -
SOUTH CARDLINAwesa! 12 Y- 4z 0 13 ' 243 "' MONTAWAsesoesscese® - * - 27 1ok
. ' . ' e t 28 0 Ted * 28 ¢ bt

EAST NCRTH CENTRAL: ¢ ' ' ' e * 30 . 603 ¢ 25 ' 1.2
ILLINCISceneconccs’ 26 ! 0.0 ¢ 20 ' = 43 ' UTAHesseensecssens’ 47 . 2,3 » 47 . - 0.2
INDIANAcncoonsanns’ 22 ' 3.8 ° 23 ' 1746 ' WYUMINGueescsorsas’ 37 * 6.3 36 . 3.3
MICHIGAN o savasonss’ &5 ' 6eB * 61 ' 4.4 0 . . . .
OKICsesescosssenas’ - ’ - 21 ' 9.0 T'PACIFICE . . ' .
WISCONSINseveasnas® 49 ¢ 1.0 ¢ 34 t = 444 ' CALIFORNIAsweceese! 15 ' 6e8 ¢ 14 . 3.7

g *'  DREGONsesscossenae’ - ' - - N -
ALASKAsaonosenaana? - N - ' - ' - % WASHINGTONesveoes s 24 L 12 1% = 07
HAWAILwcosvecacans! 3 . 5.7 - ' ~ e ' . . '

NOTE: 1-RURAL MILEAGE OF EACH MAJCR TCLL FQUTE IS CCNSICEREC AS ONE OR MORE STATIONS: DEPENDING ON STATES® METHOD OF REPORTING.

2-WHERE THE NUMBER CF STATICNS IS SHCWN AS A D#SH ANC A VALUE FOR PERCENTAGE CHANGE 1S ENDICATEDs THE LATTER WALUE IS
BASED ON A STATEWIDE ESTIMATE PRCVIDEC BY THE HIGHWAY AGENGY DETERMINED FROM EXTENSIVE TRAFFIC SAMPLING SURVEYS.

3-WhERE THE NUMBER CF STATICNS AND THE PERCENTAGE CHANGE ARE SkOWH AS DASHES, SUFFICIENY INFORMATION WAS NOT AVAILABLE
TO DETERMINE AN ESTIMATE.







FEDERAL HIGHWAY ACMINISTRATION <T§
HIGHWAY STATISTICS CIVISICN

407 = TTH STREETy Sehe .

WASHINGTCN, D.Cs 20559 TABLE 3.

ESTIMATED INDIVIODUAL NCAThLY MCTUR VEHIELE'TRQYELVIN THE UNITED STATES #%*

- - — -

1 HONTH

1

| f--- "

{ SYSTEM ] JaN | FE@ | MAR | APR | 'MAY | JUNE | JuLY | AUG | SEPT | OCT | NOV .| DEC
[ . - e

|

I 1978 INDIVIDUAL MCATHLY VEHICLE~MILES OF TRAVEL IN BILLIONS®

|

. .

| | | | | | | | i | | | |

| MAIN RURAL | 3446 | EeO | 44a2 | 44.3 | 48.5 | 5043 | 4e3 { 55,0 : 47.4 } 48,0 } 44,0 } 4248
I | I T [} | ] I i

|  LOCAL RURAL | 9.5 | Se4 | 1142 | 12.3 | 13.6 } 13.6 = 144 { 14.4 : 13.2 } 13.4 } 12.0 % il.l
| | I I | |

| URBAN I 59«4 1 57.5 1 68B.9 ] 68.5 } 71.8 | . Tl.6 } 2.4 : 73.3 : 69.3 } 72.0 } 6€.9 } 6747
| | | ! ) |

| ALL SYSTEMS | 10345 | 10243 ] 12444 | 125.€ | 133.9 | 135.4 | 141.2 | 142.7 | 1299 | 133.4 | 122.8] 121.6

S —o— - — —— —{— ————

1979 INDIVIDUAL MCATHLY VEHICLE~MILES OF TRAVEL IN BILLICNS#»

-~

{

|

|

{

|

| | | | I | | | | i | i i
| MAIN RURAL | | 3e.2 ] | | i i | | | ]
i i I i | | 1 1 | ] | ] |
| LOCAL RURAL | 946 | Sa8 | | i | | | | | | |
] | l 1 i i I | y| | | | 1
| URBAN 1 6l.5 | 5547 | | | | | | l 1 ] |
I i | | | | | | | | | | |
% ALL SYSTEMS | 107.8 | 10%5.5 | { | i | | | | | I
!

: PERCENT CHANGE IN INCIVIDUAL MCNTHLY TRAVEL 1979 V5. 1978

' ...................

| | i | I | | | | | | | i
| MAIN RURAL | 4.8 | 2,6 | i | | i | | | | {
| | | | | | | | | | | | [}
| LCCAL RURAL | 1.7 | Ze2 | | 1 | i | | | l )
| | | | | | | | | | | | |
| URBAN | 4.3 | 3.1 | I | I | | | | ! i
| i [ | | | | | | [} | | |
| ALL SYSTEMS | 442 | 2.2 | | | 1 | | | l t |
.

* THESE ARE PRELIMINARY ESTIMATES WhICH wILL BE REVISED TO AGREE WITH FINAL ESTIMATES OF 1578 ANNUAL

TRAVEL PROVIDEC BY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENTS,.
*k TO BE REVISELC BASEC CN 1978 FINAL TRAVEL ESTIMATES.
*** SYSTEM ENTRIES MAY NCY ACD TO TCTAL "ALL SYSTENMS"™ DUE TO ROUNDINGe

FOR FURTHER INFORMATICN CCNTACT KENNETH WELTY, HIGHWAY STATISTICS CIVISIONy FEDERAL HIGHRAY ADHlNISTRATlGN. 202~426~0160.
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