
PUBLIC ROADS AaMXNXSTRATION 
FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY 

l NFORMAT l ONAL MEMORANDUM 

DATE: FEBRUARY 28, 1946 

SUBJECT: TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS 

January 1840 marks the  beginning of the  postwar period in  
t r a f f i c .  For the  first time s ince  the  war, the  t o t a l  t r a f f i c  
flow on t h e  r u r a l  highways of the  country exceeded t h e  volume 
i n  t h e  cor respond ing  month o f  lQ41. A f t e r  f o u r  y e a r s  o f  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  t h e  upward t r e n d  i n  t r a v e l  h a s  been resumed. 

On the b a s i s  of prel iminary es t imates ,  t o t a l  t r a v e l  on 
r u r a l  roads during January exceeded t h e  amount of such t r a f f i c  
i n  January 1941 by 8.0 percent.  T r a f f i c  on main highways was 
9 . 8  percent  above, and t h a t  on l o c a l  roads 1.1 percent  above 
the 1941 figures.  

Tra f f i c  i n  t h e  tuo western regions vas 24.0 percent above 
corresponding $941 counts, t h a t  i n  the  c e n t r a l  regions was 3.2 
percent above, although t h a t  in  t h e  eas te rn  regions was s t i l l  
1.8 percent below the  1941 levels .  

Comparisons of c i t y  t r a f f i c  i n  January with corresponding 
t r a f f i c  i n  January 3945 are  as follows: 

8 s t a t i o n s  i n  Chicago, I l l inoita +a4.3 percent. 
9 s t a t i o n s  i n  Detroi t ,  Michigan t30.Q percent. 
1 s t a t i o n  in  Santa Fe, New Mexico 4-35.5 percent. 
5 s t a t i o n s  i n  St. Louis, Missouri t20.6 percent. 

( 

ti, S. FAIRBANK, DEPUTY COMMISSIONER, 
P u e t t e  Rohos ADMI N I S T R A T I O N  
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TABLE 1 --PRELIMINARY SEIJESNARP OF ADTOMATIC TRAFFIC RECGdRDBR DATA 
FOR JANUARY 1946 INCLUDING 574 STATIONS IN 62 STATRS' 





TABLE 2.--REVISED SUHNARY OF ADTOMATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER D A T A  FOR 
DECEMBER 1945 INCLUDING 6'18 STATIONS IN 45 STATES1 

Region and State 

Connecticut 

Massachusetts Mississippi 
New Hampshire Tennessee 
Rhode Island 

WEST SOUTH Ci5?NTRAL 

MIDDLE ATLANTIC 

Pennsylvania 

SOUTB ATLANTIC 

West Virginia 

Subtota t north 
New Mexico 

Subtotag south  
California 

SubtotaZ reg4on  

Wisconsin 

OCAL BIGHWA Y S  

#EST NORTE CBNTRAL 

4 Ck'h'fRAL R Z G I O X S  

l ~ a m b i n e d  S t a t e  and l o c a l  h ighways .  

'1ncluder  a11 S t a t e r  e x c e p t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  Minneqota ,  New J e r s e y *  and South  C a r o l i n a .  
3 ~ b n o r m a l  c b n d f t i o n r  i n  1944 or  1945 a f f e c t e d  2 c o u n t s  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  S t a t e r :  

Kansan, excludLnp s t a t i o n  fO. t h e  i n c r e a s e  i s  3 7 . 9  p e r c e n t .  L o u i r i a n e ,  e x c l u d i n g  s t a t i o n  

23s t h e  increawe  f s  2 9 . 9  p e r c e n t .  





TABLE 3.--NUMBER OF VEHICLES, CLASSIFIgD BY TYPES, USING TOLL F A C I L I T I E S  IN JANUARY 
19k6 COMPARED KITH THOSE IN JANUARY 1945 AND 1941. 

F a c i l i t i e s  

I I 

P e r c e n t a g e  change  
from 1941 

\ 
EASTERN R N I O N S  

4 i n  t h e  New E n g l a n d  S t a t e s  
16 i n  t h e  M i d d l e  A t l a n t i c  S t e t e s  
F l e e t w o o d  V i a d u c t ,  W e s t c h e s t e r  C o u n t y ,  

New York 
P e n n s y l v a n i a  T u r n p i k e  
4 i n  t h e  S o u t h  A t t a n t i c  S t a t e s  

Trucks  
and 

b u s s e s  

1946 

T o t a l  

TOTAL - 26 f a c i l ~ i t i e s l  
TOTAL - 33 f a c i l i t i e s  

Tot  a1  

P e r c e n t a g e  change  
from 1945 

Pa8senger 
cars  

38 ,698  
7 ,246 ,594  

256 ,672  
122* 119 
275 ,297  

T o t a l  

C8NTRAL REGIOiYS 

3 4  t h e G r e a t L a k e s C a n a d i a n B n r d e r 2  1 118 ,098  1 1 0 6 , 6 8 5 1  1 1 , 4 1 3  1 t 8 6 . 9  1 t107 .1  1 - 3 . 5  1 t 4 4 . 4  1 4-52.0 I - 1.8 
2 i n  t h e  G r e a t  L a k e s  R e g i o n  

SubtotaZ - 5 facilities 

7 on t h e  O h i o  ~ i v e r *  
2 i n  K e n t u c k y  

SubtotaZ - g fac$lities 

n  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  a n d  S t .  C r o i x  R i v e r  
. L o u i s  a n d  n o r t h  

an t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  R i v e r  s o u t h  o f  

Subtotal - 7 facilities 

4 on t h e  M i s s o u r i  R i v e r  
2 i n  t h e  M i s s o u r i  R i v e r  a r e a  

Subtotal - 6 facilities 

-Wash ing ton  a r e a  

UNITED STATES 

TOTAL - 59 f a c i l i t i e s 1  1 1 , 8 3 6 , 2 2 6  1 0 , 1 6 0 , 8 9 3  $70.9 f 1 3 . 5  t 2 4 . 8  t 2 4 . 3  t 2 8 . 4  
TOTAL - 70  f a c i l i t i e s  12,467,4!0 1 0 , 6 9 4 , 8 0 1  t 2 6 . 3  t 2 0 . 8  
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' l h a s e  f a c i l i t i e s  h a v e  e o s p a r a t i v a  d r t a  f a r  19413~  1945 and 1941 and a r a  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  fmr lar  t o t a l  b e l o w .  

2 ~ w ~  o f  the .*  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  i n  Wemtern Naw York and t h e r e f o r e  a r e  r e t a t a d  t o  r imi lmr  f m c i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  S t a t e . .  

 our c f  t h e r e  f a c i l i t i r r  ara  b e t r a e n  Ohio  and Mtrt V i r g i n i a .  

7 , 9 3 9 , 4 8 0  
8 , 3 5 3 , 4 9 1  

P a s s e n g e r  
c a r s  

Passenger 
Trucks  

and 
b u s s e s  

33 ,364  
6 , 1 3 4 , 0 4 1  

256 ,672  
92 ,624  

222.227 

T r u c k s  
and 

b u s s e s  

' 5 , 3 3 4  
1 , 1 1 2 , 5 5 3  

- - -  
29 ,595  
5 3 , 0 7 0  

61738 ,928  
7 ,  100 ,895  

t 7 4 . 4  
+25.8 

- 
t 5 5 . 7  
f  7.5 

1 , 2 0 0 , 5 5 2  
1 , 2 5 2 , 5 9 6  

+25.6 

$36.5 
$69.8 

t 1 9 0 . 2  
t 1 1 6 . 0  

t 7 4 . 3  

t 3 6 . 9  
t 1 6 . 3  

- -  
4-19.6 
+10.2 

t 3 6 . 4  
t 8 5 . 3  

$190.2 
t 1 9 0 . 9  
t 1 0 2 . 4  

$72.6 
t 1 9 . 8  

$16.2 
+2S.S 

t 8 9 . 0  
t 1 8 . 8  

t 1 5 . 0  
t 1 8 . 4  

- 5.9 
t 2 5 . 3  
t 2 9 . 4  

+ 9.0 
t 1 7 . 1  

- 5.9 
t 1 8 . 0  
t 3 6 . 0  

t 1 7 . 8  t 1 6 . 5  












