PUBLIC ROADS ADMINISTRATRON
' FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY

%NFORMAT!ONAL MEMORANDUM NO. 80
DATE: JANUARY 31, 1945

SUBJECT: TRAFFic VOLUME TRENDS

The preliminary data for December 1944 indicated that traffic in
the eastern and central portions of the country dropped considerably
below the estimates for that month in 1943: This deerease probably
was caused largely by the excessive snow which fell during this month

in most sections of the northern portions of the United States. Traf-

fic in the New England States was 4.6 percent below the estimates for

December 18433 that inthe Middle Atlantic 8tates was' 168.4 percent under
the . previous year’s fiéures.' ‘Similar decreases were found in the

northern portion of the South Atlantic Region, the East North Central
Region, the West North Central Reglons and in Kentucky which is in the

 East South Central Region. A slight increase intraffic (0.9 percent)
" was indicated in the two western regions.. Small increases generally

were found in the traffic in southern ‘States. ‘Traffic in the ‘entire
emmtry decreased 5.'7 pemﬁnt.

@mparisans of city traffic in December 1944 with that in December
,19.48 are as follows'

3 stations in Detroit, Michigan -1.%
13 stations inWashington, D. C. -2.8 .

H S. FA!RBANK, Deputy. Coumssmngn,
PusLic RQADS ADMINISTRATION

Attachments.
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TABLE 1.~~PRELININARY SUMYARY OF AUTOMATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA. FOR.
DECENBER 1944 INCLUDING 571 .STATIONS IN 42 STATES?!

y
i \
) Number Percentage Number Percentage
Type of highway of change from Type of highway of ' change from
and State stations Dec. 1043 snd State stations Dec. 1043
.SPATE HIGHWAYS- ) STATE HIGHWAYS
Alabama® 8 + 2,9 { Continued)
~Arizona 5 .+ 3.8 Virginia 3 - 8.3
Arkansas 20 + 5,6 Washington 9 - 2.7
California 9 + 3.6 West Virginia3 11 -17.8
Colorade 6. +13.3 Wisconsin 9 - 5,5
Connecticut 17 - 7.6 Wyoming 4 . + 5.6
Delaware 5 - 0.4 * -
Florida 17 +10.2 TOTAL - 42 STATES 536 - 5.6
‘Georgia 5 + 2.3 i
1daho 7 - 1.9 LOCAL HIGHWAYS
Iilinois 4 -12.6 ‘ :
" Towa i 26 - 9.6 Alabama 1 + 3.0
Kansas 9 - 5,2 Connecticut 3 - 6.7
Kentucky: 12 - 7.0 De laware 2 +29.6
Louisiana? 8 - 9.4 Georgia 4 - 9,8
Maine 10 0,0 Towa 9 - 9.2
Maryland 17 - gig Maryland 1 - 3.7
. Massachusetts 8 - 3.8 Michigan 2 +17.6
" Michigan 26 To-12.6 Missouri 2 -16.9
Missouri 25 - 8.8 Montana 2 - 8.3
Montana 12 - 2.8 Nebraska 1 *15,4
Nebraska 11 - 4.0 North Dakota 2 + 9.9
Nevada 12 - -10.1 Ohio 2 - 4.9
‘New Mexico 13 +12.8 Oregon 1 + 0.5
New York 3 -10.3 Rhode Island 1 ~29,4
North Carolina 20 - 3,0 Wisconsin 2 «21.7
North Dakota “11 + 8.2 :
ohib 19 ~15.8 CPOTAL - 15 STATES 35 - 6.0
.Oklahoma 20 + 2.8 ;
Oregon 3 -'8,5 ALL HIGHWAYS
Pennsy lvania 29 -17.5 42 STATES . 571 - 5.7
Rhode Island 3 +-4,1 "
South Carolina 3 + 1.6 3 EASTERN REGIONS 1889 -~ 8.4
South Dakota 10 + 1.0 ; . :
Texas 72 1.8 4 CE¥TRAL REGIONS: 311 - 6.3
Utah 8 - 8.7 . . ‘
. Vermont 7 3.1 2 WESTERN REGIONS -dl + 0.9

i

3.0 percent.

x

3counts in West Virginia affected by excessive lce on the roads.

,Incfuéel'a!l States except lhdi‘n-; Minnesota, Mississippii New Hampshire, New jJersey, and Tennessee.
ZpAbnormal conditions in 1943 or 1944 affected 1 count: Louisiana, excluding station.23, the increase iz
‘ : . sl - .
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TABLE 9.--REVISED SUNKARY OF AUPOMATIC TRAFPIC. RECORDER DATA

FOR
NOVEMBER 1944 I NCLUDING. 641 STATIONS IN 46 STATES?
]f! - Nunmber percentage . Number percentage
Regiﬂh ap of echange from ~  Region and State of change from
) ‘ stations Nov. 1043 ; stations Yov. 1043
NEW ENCLAND E4ST- SOUTH CENTRAL
| Connelg tictt 20 - ‘ - 6.2 Alabama? 10 +. 4.5
maine /] 10° -2.7 Kentucky 13 - 1.9
‘Massdehusgtts 8 - 4.6 Mississippi’ 10 + 3.8
. New Hempghire 17 - 6.8 Tennessee 4 -16.6
- Rhodé Isinnd 4 +3.0 Subtotal 37 - 0.8
. Vermaht (|l 9 +10.8 ; ‘
Subgotall 68 : - 3.9 WEST- SOUTH CENTRAL
= {ti; ) E Arkansas 20 49,8
“HIDDLE AT NTIC fouisiana® 8 8.0
New 1] i 10° - 1.6 oklahoma 20° - 1.0
Penngylv 30 [ - 2.9 “Texas 72 - 1,7
‘Sud yo - 2.4 ‘Subtotal 120 - 1.4
SOUTH HOUNTAIN
Dels 7 + 1.8 " Arizona 5 + 6i 0
Mar T17 - 3.6 Colorade 6 + 9.9
Vir 2 - 7.9 1daho .8 * 1.8
‘Wes 10 ' + 4,0 Mon tana 14 - 4.9
Su ! Nevada® 12 -21.8
orltlion L L -1.8 New: Mexico 13 £9.9 ke
i s ; ytah 8§ -10.9
_Floflida|| 17 + 8.8 Wyoming 4 +.3.6
Geoygid|] : 10 0.7 - Subiotal 70 +t0.1
Nor fih- Calrolina 200 - - 1.9
“Soull arolina 3 - 2.4 PACIFIC. g
8 L south ; California 9 - 1.0
a i 50. + 1.7 Oregon 3 0.2
. : R ‘Washington [} - 4.6 0
s ; Qre'gion' i 88 +.0.2 Subtotal 21 - 2.2
“BAST)\NORTH CENTRAL 7074, ALL STATES? 641 - 0.7
In 23 - 1.8 . .
M 28 - 4,6 STATE HIGHWAYS? 600
© ok 3t + 3.8 .
Wisieo 11 + 4.4 : i
. SHbto 97 - 0.3 | LOCAL HIGHWAYS 41
- WEST NORTH CENTRAL A
10 | R 34 + 5.2 3 FASPRRY¥ REGIONS 194
Rapsas||l | 10 +9.9 :
Migsouri 26 - 0.7 ;
Nelbrashia 11 - 2.7 4 CENTRAL REGIONS 356
Nolfith akota 1 .t 2,8
Soli th [ Makolta 10° T+4ls :
btofa 103 + 2.3 2 WESTERN REGIONS 91

[Ai e, e:’p!hdln;_lpcal etation 3, the incresase for
stiatipn 2:.:'th'uin is an dincrease of 2.6 percent.

.-d:' Sﬁnt:v 2

EY
'1’ pd"lnepl highwaysa
2y nid uln:'ﬁ1f~s11!ct except ‘Minnesota and New Jersey. . :
Amel conditions in 1943 or 1944 atfected t_ha count of a stations in the following Statss:

s11 highways i3 0.8 percent.

Louisiana,

ﬁevqﬂ-. excludih: stetion 110, the decrease i3 4,0 percent.
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FIGURE I. VEHIGLE MILES OF TRAVEL ON ALL
RURAL ROADS 1940 TO 1944 BY MONTHS

P=2180




o




!
s

120
_ GASOLINE
« RATIONING
2] . . MADE -
100 = NATIONWIDE
& ~1 !
g ‘\. ‘\,__\ . i A-B & C COUPON . . -
I . VALUE CUT

L Q It TWO WESTERN REGIONS IN MID-WEST
<] ~ Do )
g P ~ / l L,. ..l.. -1\ A GOUPON VALUE GUT
® 80 T — T : \ _| a-Bac coupon IN WEST AND
4 N I M VALUE CUT IN MID-WEST
g B \ L WEST . 28 ] »
5 | 1N \} 4 b ekl N
@ Toe FOUR CENTRAL REGIONS \ s =~ L P ___.7 \ 7 s -
I3 . . 7 s -1 = - ’
% 50 T~ l e o \\ ] \‘ T~ e T Tl Ll DN I

Mgl 4 ~— -— 7 —

. \ \Y, PN . o ~d S
» . 7/,_ e — — )
3 THREE EASTERN REG\ONS’ \Z L \.\ L T. ol S~ T T
a : . /" f —_——— ;
i GASOLINE A GOUPON - \-\ L N
v RATIONED VALUE CUT A GOUPON TIME ™. . A COUPON TIME
< IN EAST IN EAST OOUBLED N o DECREASED B & G
£ a0 Wk % copre Ve
o i . R B8 g onan. . N 88 G COUPON MID-WEST
5 e - B “UIN EAST Y s VALUE QUT | .. . Y
w . IN EAST |
< |
P
o 20 . - {PLEASURE DRIVING ¥ I~ pLEASURE DRIVING
e ) BANNED IN EAST BANNED IN NORTHEAST
&
0 - . -
JAN.- FEB. MAR. APR MAY 'JUNE JULY AUG. SEPT. OCT NOV. DEG JAN. FEB. MAR APR. MAY JUNE JULY AUG. SEPT OCT ~'NOV.. DEC. | JAN. FEB. MAR. APR. MAY JUNE JULY AUG. SEPT. OCT. NOV. DEC.
}‘7 1942 - 1943 1944

FIGURE 2. PERCENTAGE RELATIONS OF RURAL TRAFFIC IN MONTHS OF 1942, 1943, AND 1944 WITH THAT IN ,
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