PUBLIC ROADS ADMINISTRATION
FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY

INFORMAT1ONAL MEMORANDUM
DATE: UANUARY 31, 1846

'SUBJECT: TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS

- In December large increases were found on main highways compared
to December 1944, although, in general, these increases were smaller
than those found in the previous three months. In several States, the
increases were over 50 percent. '

On local roads, increases over December 1944 were found in all
States from which reports were received, However, these increases
were generally smaller than those on main highways.

Traffic in the two western regions was 5.2 percent below corres-
 ponding 1941 counts, that in the four central regions was 27.0 below
and that in the three eastern regions £6.8 below the 1941 figures.
For the United States as s whole, the traffic was 88,0 percent above
the 1944 level but still 28.0 percent below that of 1941 and 12.3
percent below that of 1940. On the basis of preliminary estimates
the total annual traffic was about 18 percent above the 1944 level
but 29 percent below 1941 and 21 percent below that of 1940.

Comparisons of city traffic in December with correspondlng
traffic in December 1944 are as follows.

stations in Chicago, Illineois +19.6 percent
statlons in Detroit, Michigan +14.7 percent
station in Santa Fe, New Mexico 480.7 percent
stationsiJlst. Louis, Missouri +35 0 perdent

1

H. S. FAIRBANK, DepuTty COMMlSSIONER
PusLic ROADS ADMINISTRATION
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TABLE 1.~-PRELININARY SUMNARY OF AUTONATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA
FOR DECENBER 1945 INCLUDING 457 STATIONS IN 34 STATES?

Number Percentage . Number Percent age
Type of highway of change from| L¥Pe of highway of change from
and State  stations Dec. 1944 and-Stais stations Dec. 1944
STATE HIGHWAYS STATE HIGEWAYS
Alabama 8 +23.8 {Continued)
Arizona 5 +66.6 ‘Washington 10 +40.5
Arkansas 10 +37.4 West Virginia 10 +54.6
California 6 +49.5 Wisconsin 9 +27.7
Colorado 5 " $27.5 Wyoming 6 +51.9
Connecticut 17 +37.9 : ’
Delaware 6 +22.8 | POTAL - 834 STATES 432 44,1
Idaho 7 +32.1 ;
Illinois 4 +37.9 LOCAL HIGHWAYS
Iowa 26 +29.1 Alabama 2 +22.1
Kansas? 14 + 9.4 Connecticut 3 + 8.3
Kentucky 12 +38.8 Delaware 2 + 3.1
Maine 10 +33.2 lowa 9 + 6.4
Michigan 26 +24.58 Michigan 2 +38.8
Mississippi 8 +26.4 Meontana 2 4+20.7
Montana 12 +19.8 Ohio 2 +14.8
Nevada 16 +49.7 Oregon 1 +55.9
New Mexico 12 +49.7 Rhode Island 1 +28.5
North Carolina 16 +41.5 Wisconsin 1 +21.2
North Dakota - 8 +34.2 )
Ohio ' 18 +52.8 TOTAL - 10 STATES 25 +22.8
Ok lahoma 20 +42.4 -
Oregon 4 +52.6 ALL HIGHWAYS ,
Pennsylvania 29 $56.6 34 STATES 457 +38.0
Rhode Island 2 +11.2
Tennessee 3 +58.0 3 EASTERN REGIONS 105 +45.9
Texas 74 +33.6 ‘ ~
Utah 10 +13.0 4 CEXTRAL REGIOQKS 258 t31.1
Vermént 7 +55. 4 »
Virginia 2 +53.2 96 +43.5

2 WESTERY REGIONS

llncluéel all States except Florids, Georgis, Indisns, Louisiana, Maryland, Massachusetts,

Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, New Hampshire, Naiﬁ]ersey. New York, Sopth Carolina, and

South Dakota.

2Abnoflll conditions in 1944 or 1945 affected 1 count in Kansas, excluding station 10, the

increase is 27.9 percent.
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TABLE 2.~--REVISED SUNNARY OF AUTONATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA FOR

NOVEXBER 1945 INCLUDING 620 STATIONS IN 45 STATES!

| Number Percentage ‘ Number Percentage
Region and State of change from Region and State of change from
: stations Nov. 1944 stations Nov. 1844
NEW ENGLAND ) EAST SOUTH CENTRAL
| Connecticut 20 +56.7 Alabama 10 +29.4
" Maine 10 +38.7 Kentucky 12 +53.8
Massachusetts 8 +33.6 Mississippi 10 +34.6
New Hampshire 15 ¥52.5 Tennessee 7 +36.3
‘Rhode Island 3 +19.4 Subtotal 39 +38.8
Vermont "9 +53.4 : .
Subtotal 85 $47.2 NEST SOUTH CENTRAL
Arkansas 13 +44. 4
¥IDDLE ATLANTIC Oklahome 20 +48.1
-New York 3 160.2 Texas 73 +32.1
Pennsylvania 29 +29.0 Subtotal 108 +35.9
Subtotel 32 +33.0 ; ‘
: NOUNTAIN
SOUTH ATLANTIC Arizona 5 +56.9
.. Delaware 8 +31.3 Colorado 6 +35.0
Maryland 18 +36.7 Ideho 8 +32.2
Virginia } 2 +37.4 Montsana 14 +31.7
West Virginia 11 +39.8 Nevada 16 +60.3
. Subtotal north . New Mexico 12 +43.2
portion 39 +36.3 Utah 9 +29.2
- Wyoming 5 +58.1
Florida 17 +40,8 Subtotal 785 - +40.8
Georgia 11 +41.0
North Cerolina 20 +46.6 PACIFIC
- South Carelina 1 +38.6 California 6 +82.4
Subtotal south' Oregon 5 +51.9
portion up +43.4 Washington 10 t42.7
Subtotal 21 +57.8
Subtotal region 88 t40.2
EAST NORTH CENTRAL POTAL ALL STATES? 620 +40.0
Illinois 5 +29.2
Indiana 22 +41.5 )
Michigan 28 +33.0 STATE HIGHWAYS? 584 +46.4
Ohion 23 +37.9
Wisconsin 10 +26.8
Subtotal 88 +3u.9 LOCAL HIGHWAYS 36 +24.4
| WEST NORTH CENTRAL C
Iowa 34 +35.7 3 EASTERN REGIOXS 185 +38.4
Kansas? - 13 +19.7
Missouri 27 +45,7 :
Nebraska 12 +52.5 4 CENIRAL REGIONS 339 +37.1
North Dakota 10 +50.4 :
" South Dakota 10 +45.2 k
Subtotal loé +40.8 2 WESTERN REGIONS 88 +52.0

is 42.6 percent.

Ycombined State and local highways.

?Inc¥udcs all States except the follewing Louisiasnd, ﬁinﬁesot., and New Jersey.

skbnét-ll conditions in 1944 or 1945 affected 1 count in Kansas, excluding station 10, the incresse
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TABLE 3.--NUMBER OF VERICLES, CLASSIFIED BY TYPES, USING TOLL FACILITIES IN
DECEMBER 1945 COMPARED WITH THOSE IN DECENBER 1944 AND 1941

. Percentage change Percentage change
1045 from 1044 from 1941
Facilities Trucks ) ) Trucka o . Trucii
- Potal Passenger and Tatal Passenger and . |Total Pasasnger and-
cars busses cars busses csrs busses
EASTERN REGIONS
3 in the New England States 31,328 28,355 2,973 +14.0 +13.6 +17.9 | -14.9 -15.9 - 2.9

15 in the Middle Atlantic States 6,254,327 5,274,645 979,682 +24.9 +29.8 +.4.8 j-16.7 _=19.5 + 1.8
Flestwood Viaduct, Westchester County, - . . ] )

New York 249,401 249,401 . +79.8 +79.% - 1-28.9 -28.9 .
Pennsylvania Turnpike 130, 230 106, 180 ‘24,080 t89.8 +129.7 + 6.8 [-14.0 EST I ] - 8.9
6 in the South Atlantic States 307,657 255,366 §2,291 +42.8 +86.6 « 2.2 | ~11,6 -10.8 ~16.6
TOTAL ~26 facilities?® 6,972,943 5,913,947 11,058,596 +27. 6. +32.8 + 4.5 |~17.0 -19.8 + 0.4
POTAL ~30 fucilities 7,625,653 6,483,237 |1, 142,416 I +27.83 +32.8 + 4.8

; ’ _CENTRAL REGIONS v '
4 on the Great Lakes Conadian Border? 273,086 232,095 40,991 | 32,9 +37.6 | +11,8 [+40.0 +35.8 +12.7

2 in the Great Laskes Region 60,070 45,894 14,176 +41.6 78,1 L1490 1. 80 -~ 9.8 +25. ¢

Subtotel - ¢ facilities 353,156 277,989 55,287 | +34.4 +43.0 + 8.8 | +ag.8 457,98
9 ‘facilities on the Ohio River? 724,970 618,098 106,872 | +11.¥ +13.0 + 4.8 [-17.8 - -11.6
2 in Kentucky 19,490 14,238 5,252 | +34.1 +39.7 +21.1 | +41.5 +40.7.
Subtotal - 11 facilities 744,480 652,836 112,080 | +t12.38 +13.8 + 8.5 | -10.0 -17.7 -10,0

10 on the Mississippi and St. Croix :

Rivers St. Louis and North 870,627 699,324 171,303 | +21.0 +28.7 - 2.9 | -35.7 -35.1 -38.4
4 on the Mississippi River south of . ' .

St. Louis 139,430 111,775 27,655 | 440.1 +43.7 +27.2 | +17.2 +19.2 + 0.6

Subtotal - 4 facilities 1,010,057 812,099 198,958 | +23.3 +30.8 + 0.4 |'-31.5 ~30.7 -34 4

S on the Missouri River 356,774 292,400 . 64,374 +21.4 $24.8 4+ 8.1 (% 3.2 - 1.8 - 9.2

1 in the Missouri River area 949 618 331 +49,2 +58.1 +35,8 [+ 2.7 -13.6 +58,4
Subtotal - 8 Facilities 357,723 293,018 64,705 +21.5 t2u.8 t.8.2 |+ 3.2 - 1.8 - 8.0

3 on the Mexican Border 73,863 . 65,940 ‘7,923 +32. 2 +45.2 ~24.2
TOTAL - 37 facilities® 2,445,396 2,014,442 430,954 420.8 +25.3 + 3,21{-18.3 -18.1¢ -19.3
TOTAL - 43 facitities 2,647,362 2,180,926 466,436 | +21.7 - +26.1 + 4.7

WESTERN REGIONS

1 in California 1,862,953 1,710,935 152,018 +27.8 +31.8 - 5.1 | +19.0 +19.4 +15.0
5 in the Oregon-Washington Area ‘301,010 265,548 35,462 +50.7 +56.6 +17.5 | +49.0 +48, 1. +56.5
POTAL - 6 facilities 2,163,963 1,976,483 187,480 +30.5 +34.7 - 1.6 | +22.5 +22.6 +21.1

UNITED STATES ‘

TOTAL - 69 facilities? 11,582,302 9,904,872 |1,677,430 +26.6 +31.6 + 3.4 | ~12.0 -13.3 - 3.8

TOTAL =~ 78 facilities 12,436,978 | 10,640,646 |[1,796,332 +26.5 +31.4 + 3.8

lTh.xa facilities have comparative data for 194K, 1944, and 1941 and are included in the larger total below,
%reo of these facitities are in Western New York and therefore are related to wimilar facilitiss in the Csntzal Btates.

3I'Lv- of these facilities arebbatveen Dhio snd West Virginia.
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VEHICLE-MILES OF TRAVEL-BILLIONS
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