v If all of the pesticide cannot be properly used, check
with your solid waste management authority, en
vironmental agency or health department to find
out when your community has "hazardous waste
collection” days. Every county has some procedure
for disposing of pesticides properly.

v When empty, a pesticide container should be
rinsed carefully three times. The rinse water should
be thoroughly drained back into the sprayer or the
container previously used to mix the pesticide. Use
the rinse water as a pesticide, following label di-
rections. Replace the cap or closure securely. Dis-
pose of the container according to label instruc-
tions. Cut or puncture empty pesticide containers
made of metal or plastic to prevent someone from
reusing them.

v’ Do not puncture or burn a pressurized container,
like an aerosol can. It could explode!

v Wrap the empty container in newspaper and put
it in the trash after you have rinsed it.

Follow these simple recommendations and you can
use pesticides safely and protect your water supply.

Contact any of the follow-
ing for more information
on the safe handling and
disposal of pesticides:

* Your County Cooperative Extension
Service

* A professional pest control operator

* Florida Pest Control Association,
(800) 426-4829

¢ National Pesticide Telecommunica-
tions Network, (800) 858-7378

* Florida Bureau of Entomology &
Pest Control, (904) 727-6590

For local information, contact:
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Proper Use,
Storage and
Disposal of

Pesticides

A recent EPA homeowner study found that over 2
billion pounds of pesticides are applied annually in
the United States. But what happens to the leftovers
— unused chemicals that homeowners like you store
in the garage or under the kitchen sink?

That same EPA study found that one-third are dis-
carded down the sink drain. Just as serious, two-
thirds of all concentrated pesticides are thrown into
the trash and end up in landfills. In both cases, these
chemicals can soak into groundwater and pollute
the water supply.

That’s why learning how to properly use, store
and dispose of household pesticides is essential to
protecting the water supply for our children — and
our children'’s children.

Once you have read the pesticide label and are fa-

miliar with all precautions, your job has just begun.
Here are some tips for handling pesticides.

v Follow the directions on the label carefully. Use
only for the purpose listed. Use only the amount
directed, at the time and under the conditions in-
dicated. Misuse of any pesticide is illegal.

v If you have to mix or dilute the pesticide, do so
outdoors away from street drains, lakes or other
bodies of water. Mix only the amount you need for
the job. Don't make large amounts to store for fu-
ture use. Stored pesticides can leak, spill and pol-
lute the environment.

v If a spill occurs, clean it up quickly. Don’t wash it
away. Sprinkle the spill with sawdust or kitty lit-
ter, sweep it into a plastic bag, and throw it away.

v Donmmmmphnu

mammmmmmam
into wells, drains, ground water or surface water.

v Never store pesticides in uncovered areas, where
they will be unprotected from the weather.

v Do not pour leftover pesticides down the sink, into
the toilet, or down a sewer or street drain. Most
wastewater treatment systems cannot remove pes-
ticides, sotheycanpassnghtintothewaterwe
use for swimming, bathing and drinking.

v’ The best way to dispose of small amounts of ex-
cess pesticides is to use them — apply them — ac-
cording to the directions on the label. If you don't
need them right away, ask your neighbors whether
they have a similar pest problem and can use them. p
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