
July 19, 2000 

United States Environmental Protection Agency 
EPA New England 

One Congress Street, Suite 1100 
Boston, MA 02114-2023 

I p r  
I { :  

Mr. Andrew T. Silfer, P.E. 
Corporate Environmental Programs 
General Electric Company 
100 Woodlawn Avenue 
Pittsfield, Massachusetts 0 120 1 

RE: Conditional Approval of GE's Proposal to Address the Presence of DNAPL in Cell G1 
Upper %-Mile Reach Removal Action 
General Electric-Housatonic River Site, Pittsfield, Massachusetts 

Dear Mr. Silfer: 

On July 1 1,2000, GE submitted a document entitled GE-PittsJield/Housatonic River Site, Upper 
%-Mile Reach Removal Action (GECD800), Results of Cell GI DNAPL Investigation and 
Proposal to Address the Presence of DNAPL in Cell GI.  This document is subject to the terms 
and conditions specified in the Consent Decree that was lodged in District Court on October 7, 
1999 (the "Consent Decree"). Pursuant to Paragraph 73(b) of the Consent Decree, EPA, after 
consulting with the Massachusetts DEP, approves the above-referenced submittal subject to the 
following conditions: 

1. GE states on page 3 of the submittal that the actual alignment of the proposed containment 
barrier may be adjusted in the field. EPA believes that some adjustment may be necessary 
to ensure that there is a smooth transition of riverbank restoration activities both upstream 
and downstream of the proposed containment barrier. Therefore, the final alignment of the 
containment barrier shall be subject to EPA approval. 

2. GE shall excavate a minimum of one to three inches of sediments throughout the entire 
section of Cell G1 (per discussions with Bill Horne, GE, regarding the temporary 
discontinuance of dewatering in Cell GI). 

3. EPA observed DNAPL in the current surficial sediments at locations GI SB-6 and GI SB-12 
prior to and during the DNAPL investigation program. Therefore, GE shall extend the 
initial areas to be excavated upstream at least as far as locations G 1 SB-6 and GI SB- 12. 
Furthermore, if DNAPL is observed in areas upstream of these two locations, then the 
lateral extent of the excavation may need to be extended all the way to the upstream cut-off 
wall. 
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4. Page Section 3, Section IV of the Report states that "A portion of this area will also be 
excavated further to an elevation of 965." The area to be excavated to elevation 965 is not 
clearly identified on any of the Figures. Pursuant to discussions with Bill Horne, GE, this 
is the area described on Figure 6 as the "proposed additional excavation area to a maximum 
elevation of 963' based on visual observations". 

5. GE shall conduct a post-excavation survey of the remaining portion of Cell GI and the 25- 
foot long section of Cell G2 to document the actual depths of excavation and to confirm 
that the minimum depths of excavation specified in the Upper %-Mile Reach Removal 
Action Work Plan have been achieved. Note that EPA and GE have not agreed on the 
minimum excavation depths (exclusive of DNAPL) required in the area adjacent to outfall 
005B in Cell G1 and that GE has not yet submitted the baseline survey and proposed 
excavation depths for the 25-foot long section of Cell G2. GE and EPA need to agree on 
the minimum depths of excavation in all areas of Cell G1 and in the 25-foot long section of 
Cell G2 prior to implementing the proposed plan. 

6. The Upper %-Mile Reach Removal Action Work Plan specifies that a sediment cap 
isolation layer sample be collected at the base of the excavation in the general vicinity of 
boring Gl -SB9. This is an area where excavation may proceed to an elevation of 963 feet 
above mean sea level (AMSL). If it is impractical to collect a representative sample in this 
location, then EPA will select an alternate location within Cells GllG2. In addition, 
pursuant to Section 7.4.4 of the Upper %-Mile Reach Removal Action Work Plan, EPA 
may require an additional sediment cap isolation layer sample be collected in areas where 
residual DNAPL remains. 

7. GE shall install three monitoring wells as shown on the attached Figure. The two perimeter 
wells shall be advanced to approximately 963 feet AMSL and the screens shall extend from 
approximately 963 feet AMSL to 973 feet AMSL. The center well shall be advanced to the 
top of till and shall be screened from the top of till to approximately 973 feet AMSL. GE 
shall initially monitor the perimeter wells on a weekly basis to confirm that DNAPL is not 
present outside the limits of the containment barrier. GE shall also monitor the center well 
for the presence of DNAPL and shall assess and propose whether or not additional 
investigative or response actions are required. The timing of the well installation shall be 
coordinated with the proposed DNAPL response actions in order to prevent the well 
installation fiom adversely affecting the sheetpile sealantlgrout. 

8. EPA's contractor, Roy F. Weston, prepared their own boring logslnotes based on 
observations made during the DNAPL investigation. These logs differ from those 
submitted by GE and are included as attachment in lieu of EPA commenting on the 
accuracy of each individual boring log, location of NAPL, sample description etc. provided 
by GE. No response fiom GE is expected to address these differences. 

EPA's approval of this submittal does not preclude EPA from requiring additional investigations 
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and response activities pursuant to the Consent Decree and/or the Statement of Work for Removal 
Actions Outside the River (Appendix E to the Consent Decree) in the future. Furthermore, in the 
event the Consent Decree does not get entered by the Court, EPA reserves the right to require 
additional investigations and response activities pursuant to its statutory and regulatory 
authorities reserved under the Consent Decree including, but not limited to, the Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Act ("RCRA") and the Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation and Liability Act ("CERCLA"). 

If you have any questions, please contact me at (6 17) 9 18- 1282 or (4 13) 236-0969. 

Sincerely, 

Attachments 

cc: Tim Conway, EPA 
Bryan Olson, EPA 
Holly Inglis, EPA 
Mike Nalipinski, EPA 
Ray Goff, USACE 
K.C. Mitkevicius, USACE 
Dawn Veilleux, Weston 
Alan Weinberg, DEP 
Robert Bell, DEP 
J. Lyn Cutler, DEP 
Sue Steenstmp, DEP 
James Milkey, MA AG 
Thomas La Rosa, MA EOEA 
Mark Barash, DO1 
Anton Giedt, NOAA 
Charles Fredette, CT DEP 
Mayor Gerald Doyle, City of Pittsfield 
Andrew Thomas, GE 
William Home, GE 
Public Information Repositories 
Site File 
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