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United States Environmental Protection Agency
EPA New England
One Congress Street, Suite 1100
Boston, MA 02114-2023

Hand Delivered

March 14, 2000

Mr. Andrew T. Silfer, P.E.
Corporate Environmental Programs
General Electric Company

100 Woodlawn Avenue

Pittsfield, Massachusetts 01201

RE: GE’s March 3, 2000 Proposal to Address the Presence of DNAPL

Upper %:-Mile Reach Removal Action
General Electric-Housatonic River Site, Pittsfield, Massachusetts

Dear Mr. Silfer:

As we discussed this morning, EPA requires that the following items be addressed in GE’s
supplemental submittal to their March 3, 2000 Proposal to Address the Presence of DNAPL.
These questions are in addition to those provided to GE on March 9, 2000.

Clearly delineate the vertical and lateral extent of the initial excavation.

Propose a suitable time period for the excavation to remain open in order for the Agencies
to monitor and inspect for the migration of NAPL into the excavation area. This wiil be
incorporated into the Agencies inspection of the area to determine whether or not additional
DNAPL and/or DNAPL impacted materials are remain after the initial excavation.
Propose the sequence of operational events, including in what sequence, if at all, the
existing cut-off wall between Cells C and D and the existing centerline sheetpile wall in
Cell D, will be removed.

EPA’s contractor, Roy F. Weston, Inc., performed oversight of the investigation program
and has prepared boring logs. These logs differ slightly from those submitted by GE/BBL.
EPA will review both sets of logs in their review of the final submittal. Weston’s boring
logs are attached.

As we discussed, the supplemental submittal discussed above requires EPA approval. Also, you
informed me that GE is tentatively planning on initiating excavation activities possibly as soon
as Monday, March 20, 2000. In order to meet this schedule, it is imperative that GE provide the
supplemental submittal to EPA as soon as possible.
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If you have any questions, please contact me at (617) 918-1282 or (413) 236-0969.

Sincerely,

Dean Tagliaferr
On-Scene Coordjiato

Attachments

cc: Bill Horne, GE
Andrew J. Thomas, Jr., GE (w/0 attachments)
J. Lyn Cutler, MA DEP (w/o attachments)
Sue Steenstrup, MA DEP
Holly Inglis, EPA
Bryan Olson, EPA (w/o attachments)
Tim Conway, EPA (w/o attachments)
K.C. Mitkevicius, USACE (w/o attachments)
Ray Goff, USACE (w/o attachments)
Site File
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