
Mr. Bryan Olson 
kPA Project Coordinator 
C .S. Envlromlental Protection Agency 
EPA New England 
One Congress Street, Suite 1100 
Boston, hlassachusetts 021 14-2023 

Re: GE-PittsfieldMlousatonic River Site 
Unkamet Brook Area (GECD170) 
Response to EPA's July 17,2003 Conditional Approval Letter for the 
Revised Pre-Design Investigation Work Plan 

Dear Mr. Olson: 

In November 2002, the General Electnc Company (GE) subrn~tted to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) a document t~tled Pre-Deszgtz Irzrestlgcitzon Work Plan for Crnknnzct Brook Area Remor~al Action (PDI Work 
Plan). The PDI Work Plan described the pre-des~gn lnvest~gat~ons proposed by GE to gather add~tional data related 
to exlstlng soil and sediment cond~tions, and to thus support future Removal Des~gdRernoval Action (RDIRA) 
evaluat~ons for the Unkamet Brook Area. EPA condit~onally approved thls PDI Work Plan in a letter dated March 
10, 2003. Subsequently, as requlred by EPA's letter, GE subrnstted the Revrsed Pre-Design Investzgatron Work Plan 

for Unkninet Brook Area Removal ilclzorl (Rev~sed PDI 'CYork Plan). 

Following subm~ttal of the Rev~sed PDI Work Plan, EPA condit~onally approved the Revised PDI Work Plan m a 
letter dated July 17, 2003. In that letter, EPA dlrected CE to submit (wlthm 14 days) a letter addressing the 
condit~ons m EPA's letter and confirming the scope of the soil'sed~ment pre-deslgn investlgat~ons at the Unkanlet 
Brook Area. Thls letter responds to EPA's dnectson. In addition, this response letter establishes the 
sampl~ngireporting schedule. 

A. 3Iodifications to and Conditions of the SoiVSediment Sampling Plan 

Samphng Plan Modifications 

C o m e n t  Nos. 4, 5. and 6 of EPA's July 17, 2003 condttsonal approval letter require spec~fic mod~ficat~ons to the 
proposed sampling plan set forth in the Rellsed PDI Work Plan. The tabies and figures attached to this letter retlect 
the revlsed scope o f  the so11 and sediment sampllng plan, with the changes from the Revlsed PDI Work Plan 
descnbed below. Except as noted m this letter, the procedures and n~ethodolog~es descnbed 1n the Revlsed PDI Work 
Plan for the pre-design sampllng actn ltles rx 111 rernaln unchanged. 

* Cond~t~on Eo. 3 modifies the proposed dlstrrbution of the Iocatlons and depths of parlicular sarllpies to be 
collected for polqchlonnated blpbenyls (PCB) analysis uithlrl certain utlllty bands located m the East and 
Yorth Areas These changes are reflected In anached Tables 3 and 3 and Flgures 4 and 5. In lleu of m o t ~ n g  
sample locallon E-D33 50 feet to the southeast as stated in EPA Cor~d~tlon 3 0 .  3ia). GE proposes to morre 
t h ~ s  smlple location 40 feet to the southmest. If tile E-D23 IS located 50 feet to the scluri~east as requested the 
locatlon uouid hi1 orttslde of the ut~lltj  band and would not fill the currently exlsrrng 100 Ilnear foot gap 
between so11 bon~lgs In the uttilty band ahtle movrng this sample location to the southwest posltlons r r  xslth~n 
the utllrty band and el~il~irtates the 200 Irnear foot gap. 
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* Condlclcrn S o  5 rdent~fies several changes 3.~1rhrn the West, North, and East Areas related to the sarnpl~ng 
iocations and depth ~ntemals proposed for so11 sample collect~on and analyses for all or a poition of 
Appendix IX of 40 CFR Pan 264, plus three additional conitlturnts ibenzrd~ne, 2-chloroerhyl wnyi ~ther,  and 
!,2-diphenyIhydrai:1nc) (Appendix IX &3j. These changes are reflected In attached Table 4 and Fagures 6 to 
2 -1. 

* Condit~on Yo 6 bnngs Is  GE's attention that a sample was m~srakenly proposed for collechon and PCB 
analjsis at grtd node N-E23 rnstead of gnd node N-F23 as preriously requested In the EPA's March 10, 2003 
Letter. This change rs reflected In aMached Tables 3 and 4 and Ftgure 4. 

Sarnplln*~ Plan Conditions 

In additlon to the aborre-ment~oned modlficat~ons, EP-4 ~dent~fied several cond~ttons lo the so11 and sediment 
sampling plan. GE will comply with Condition Nos. 1, 3, and 7 of the July 17, 2093 cond~t~onal approval letter, 
summarized below. These conditions are not speciiically reflected m the attached tables and figures. 

1. Condrt~on No. 1 requires that CE field ver~fy (wlth EPA concurrence) the edge of the ballast ofthe active ra11 
line relative to the established sampling gnd In the East Area. Once GE has defined the edge of the ballast, 
GE wxll relocate samples as needed to allow sample collection adjacent to the edge of the ballast. 

2. As stated in Condition No. 3, prior to sample collection, GE will confirm that samples with proposed 
locations within each of the two branches of the unnamed brook in the East Area are actually located within 
the unnamed brook and, if not, will relocate these samples from their proposed locations, as necessary, to fall 
within the unnamed brook. 

3. In Condition No. 7, EPA requests that GE participate with EPA and MDEP in a site walk in the North and 
East Areas with EPA personnel to identify the locations of the five soil boring and 15 surface soil samples 
for the additional EPA-desig~ated PCB and Appendix IX+3 samples specified in EPA's March 10, 2003 
letter conditionally approving the original PDI Work Plan, and subsequenrly referred to in the Revised PDI 
Work Plan. GE will schedule and conduct the site walk with EPA and XIDEP. 

B. Miscellaneous Conditions 

1. As speclfied m Condition 2, EPX directed GE to conduct a field evaluatlon w ~ t h  EPA overs~ght to assess the 
mean annual hlgh water hne (MAHW Ilne) in accordance the MDEP's Wetland Regulations, 310 C3.IR 
10.58(2)a.2. GE will complete thls evaluatlon pnor to collecting samples from w~thln Unkamet Brook to 
assure that sed~ment samples bang collected to charaetenze Unkamet Brook are bemg collected within the 
M M W  lme. 

C. Schedule 

In accordance with the Revised PDI Work Plan and the July 17, 2003 cond~t~onal approval letter, GE w ~ l l  subrnlt an 
Intcriril PDI Report for the Ullkaxnet Brook Area wrthm six months after EPA's approial of L3rs response letter, 
subject to possible changes due to delays in obtaining access pemsslon or weather-related delays. This Zntenrn PDI 
Report will address the followtng areas of the pre-deslp ~ncestigatlons where add~tional tn\estrgations may be 
needed based on the outcome of initla1 act~%lt~es descnbed 111 the Reused PDI Work Plan: 

* Decoratise Pond: 
* Unkamet Brook sed~ments; 
* Inundated wetlands: and 
* The need h r  add~t~onal utrllty-related sanrpl~ng m the GE-owned cornmercial.rndustna1 areas 

The Intenm PDI Report w h l  s u m a n z e  the findings of the actlvines conducted for the above areas and present GE's 
assessment and proposals related to such find~ngs. It wlfl also constder the suffietency of the available data to supporl 
RD,M act~vities for the Cnlianlet Brook Area. Specifically, CE itrtl revrew the data gathered from the rn~tlal 
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~terat~on of data gathering proposed In i h ~ s  Revised PDX Work Plan and ~ t l i  evaluate the need ibr add~t~onal sampl~ng 
as described herem. Xi- l t  rs derernlined that further data are needed as part of the iteratzte approaches set forth In the 
Revlsttd PDI Work Pi;in. or oi'i~emiss to support RDt'IU actl-Llnes to achre\e the appl~cabie Performance Standards, 
that repon \;\.lil propose supplemental ~nt.est~gations to fiil those data needs. 

45 also pro%;ded In the Re-c~sed PDI Work Plan and the July 17, 20Q3 cond~tronal approval Letter, GE n r 1 I  complete 
the so~l'sedrment pre-des~m mbestlgatlon samplmg plan as proposed In tile Re-: lsed PDX Work Plan, as rnodlfied by 
this response letter, along tvlth any investlgatlons that may he proposed In the Interim PDI Report, and submit a F~naf 
PDI Report for the L'nkamet Brook Area withrn 12 months after EPA's approbal of ?he Inlenrn PDI Report 

in t11e evtrnt that delays to t h ~ s  proposed schedule are identified, GE LX 111 notify. EPA and propose a rev~sed schedule 
for corllpiet~rlg the incestrgations and subm~tting the inter~m dnd'or Friral PDI Reporti -K~th reipecl lo dccess, ~f GE 
1s unable to obtain access pemisslon from particular property o ~ n e r s  after using ""bst efforts" (as defined in the CD) 
to do so, II w~l l  so advise EPA and MDEP and seek thelr assistance in obtaining such access pursuant to P a r a p p h  
ciO.f(~j of the CD. 

Please contact John Novotny or me w ~ t h  any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Andrew T. Silfer, P.E. 
GE Project Coordinator 

Attachments 
V 'GE_Pitts6e:d_CD~Unkif.~id~Brook~~ea~Rcp~ and Presentaficns'Juiy 2901 Response LetteriT17321?5 doc 

cc: Tlm Conway, EPA 
Holly Inglis, EPA 
Rose Howell, EPA 
Michael Nalipinskl, EPA 
Susan Steenstsup, MDEP 
Alan Weinberg, MDEP* 
Robert Bell, MDEP* 
Thomas Angus, MDEP* 
Anthony Kurpaska, MDEP 
K.C. Mitkev~cius, USACE 
Dawn Janlros, Weston 
Joseph Schmtdl, U'eston 
Nancy Harper, 'MA AG* 
Dale Young, MA EOEA 
Theresa Bowers, Gradlent 
Mayor Sara Hathaway, Clty of P~ttsfield 
Jeffrey Bemstem, Bemstem, Cushner & b m e l l *  
Prttsfield Depadment of Health 
hlichael Carroll, GE" 
John Novotny, GE 
Rod McLaren, GE* 

James h'uss, BBL 
James Bieke, Shea & Gardner 
Laurence Kirsch, Shea & Gardner 
Andrew Hoagland, GE Plast~cs 
Kelth Dodge, GE Plastics 
Scott LeBeau, General Dynarnlcs 
Massachusetts Department of Highways, 

Rights of Way Bureau 
3fassachusetts Board of Regional Community Colleges 
Un~ted States Navy 
Property Owner - Parcel K11-7-8 
Property Owner - Parcel L11-4-11 
Property O w e r  - Parcel L 1 14-  1 1 2 
Property Owner - Parcel L 1 1-4-2 13 
Property Owner - Parcel L12- 1-2 
Property Owner - Parcel L12- 1-3 
Property Owner - Parcel L12- 13 
Properly Owner - Parcel L12- 1-5 
Public Infomat~an Repcts~tones 
GE Internal Repository 
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Notes: 
1. This table identifies soil and sediment samples to be collected and the analyses to be performed as part of the pre- 

design investigation at the Unkamei Brook Area. 
2. The Appendix IX+3 sample depth intervals shown above may be modified in the field based on the results of 

photoicnization detec!or (PID) readings and visual observations at the time of sample collection. 
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