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The March 2008 characterization activities at Buildings 63 and 63X were performed consistent with the 
procedures summarized in the document titled Protocols for Building Demolition and Associated 
Characterization Activities (Demolition Protocols), the most recent version of which was submitted to EPA 
on March 30, 2007 [as Exhibit A-1 to Attachment A to GE’s Project Operations Plan (POP), which was 
approved by EPA on June 13, 2007].  Under the Demolition Protocols, initial characterization sampling of 
building materials subject to demolition (with the exception of wood block flooring and structural steel) is 
performed using an area-based approach, requiring the collection of one sample for every 5,000 square feet 
of floor area for analysis of PCBs and one sample for every 50,000 square feet of floor area for TCLP 
analysis.  In addition, the Demolition Protocols provide the minimum number of samples that must be 
collected per floor of each building for PCB and TCLP analyses to determine if the building materials are 
suitable for disposition at the Hill 78 OPCA.  The March 2008 characterization sampling activities at 
Buildings 63 and 63X were performed in accordance with these Demolition Protocols, with the exception 
that, as noted above, no samples were collected from the concrete floor slabs.  The locations at which the 
discrete PCB samples were collected are depicted on Figure 2.  The two samples subject to TCLP analysis 
were composites of the seven samples from Building 63 (samples 63-1 through 63-7) and the five samples 
from Building 63X (samples 63X-1 through 63X-5), respectively. 
 
The analytical results from the March 2008 sampling activities are presented in Table 1 (PCB data) and 
Table 2 (TCLP data).  A review of the PCB data indicates that all of the 12 collected samples contained 
PCBs at concentrations well below 50 parts per million (ppm).  Specifically, PCBs were detected at total 
concentrations ranging from 0.025 to 0.43 ppm.  In addition, none of the results from the two composite 
samples subject to TCLP analysis exceeded the TCLP regulatory limits under RCRA.  Therefore, the 
building materials from Buildings 63 and 63X meet the CD requirements for consolidation at the Hill 78 
OPCA.   
 
GE previously notified EPA of certain bulk concrete debris that is currently stockpiled in Building 63, but 
which was not sampled as part of the March 2008 building material sampling program.  Based on discussions 
with EPA, GE conducted sampling of this bulk concrete debris on April 18, 2008, to determine its suitability 
for consolidation at the Hill 78 OPCA.  This sampling effort consisted of collecting discrete core samples 
from all 95 individual pieces of concrete debris, and compositing every 5 discrete core samples for laboratory 
analysis of PCBs, yielding 19 composite samples for PCB analysis.  In addition, one overall sample was 
composited from the 19 PCB composite samples for TCLP analysis.  The PCB and TCLP analytical results 
from the concrete debris sampling activities are summarized in Tables 3 and 4, respectively.  The PCB data 
show that all PCB concentrations from the 19 PCB samples were well below 50 ppm, ranging from 0.014 to 
0.4 ppm, and the TCLP results showed no exceedances of the TCLP regulatory limits.  Thus, this bulk 
concrete debris is also suitable for consolidation at the Hill 78 OPCA.  
 
Demolition of Buildings 63, 63X, and 68 
 
Following completion of pre-demolition activities (including, among other activities, asbestos abatement, 
equipment and liquids removal, etc.), the buildings will be demolished using conventional construction 
equipment and practices, with appropriate ambient air monitoring and dust control measures performed 
during the demolition activities.  Prior to initiating demolition activities, GE will also abandon or relocate 
utilities (e.g., former process supply lines, sanitary sewer lines, storm sewer lines, potable and fire water 
supply lines, etc.) as necessary to facilitate building demolition.  Subsurface excavation activities (if any) 
associated with the abandonment or relocation of subsurface utilities will be addressed separately under a 
Pre-Excavation Notification letter.  In addition, restoration of the post-demolition area (e.g., backfilling of 
vaults, pits, tunnels; pavement patching/repair; placement of soil cover) will be coordinated with future 
Removal Action activities at East Street Area 2-South. 
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TABLE 1
PCB DATA - BUILDING MATERIALS

BUILDING 63 AND 63X CHARACTERIZATION SAMPLING
EAST STREET AREA 2 - SOUTH

GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY - PITTSFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS
(Results are presented in dry weight parts per million, ppm)

Date Aroclor-1016, -1221,
Sample ID Collected -1232, -1248 Aroclor-1242 Aroclor-1254 Aroclor-1260 Total PCBs

63-1 3/25/2008 ND(0.032) ND(0.032) 0.20 0.18 0.38
63-2 3/25/2008 ND(0.031) ND(0.031) 0.087 0.035 0.122
63-3 3/25/2008 ND(0.031) ND(0.031) 0.028 J ND(0.031) 0.028 J
63-4 3/25/2008 ND(0.032) 0.045 0.026 J ND(0.032) 0.071
63-5 3/25/2008 ND(0.029) ND(0.029) 0.15 0.064 0.214
63-6 3/25/2008 ND(0.032) [ND(0.032)] ND(0.032) [ND(0.032)] 0.11 [0.096] 0.045 [0.041] 0.155 [0.137]
63-7 3/25/2008 ND(0.032) ND(0.032) 0.12 0.078 0.198
63X-1 3/25/2008 ND(0.030) ND(0.030) 0.025 J ND(0.030) 0.025 J
63X-2 3/25/2008 ND(0.15) ND(0.15) 0.28 0.12 J 0.40
63X-3 3/25/2008 ND(0.030) ND(0.030) 0.044 0.043 0.087
63X-4 3/25/2008 ND(0.031) ND(0.031) 0.12 0.049 0.169
63X-5 3/25/2008 ND(0.031) ND(0.031) 0.20 0.23 0.43

Notes:
1.
2.
3.

Samples were collected by ARCADIS and submitted to SGS Environmental Services, Inc. for analysis of PCBs.
ND - Analyte was not detected.  The number in parenthesis is the associated detection limit.
Field duplicate sample results are presented in brackets.

Data Qualifiers:

J - Indicates an estimated value less than the practical quantitation limit (PQL).
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TABLE 2
TCLP DATA - BUILDING MATERIALS

BUILDING 63 AND 63X CHARACTERIZATION SAMPLING
EAST STREET AREA 2 - SOUTH

GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY - PITTSFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS
(Results are presented in parts per million, ppm)

TCLP
Sample ID: Regulatory 63-C1 63X-C1

Parameter Date Collected: Limits 3/25/2008 3/25/2008
Volatile Organics
1,1-Dichloroethene 0.7 ND(0.010) ND(0.010)
1,2-Dichloroethane 0.5 ND(0.010) ND(0.010)
2-Butanone 200 ND(0.25) ND(0.25)
Benzene 0.5 ND(0.010) ND(0.010)
Carbon Tetrachloride 0.5 ND(0.010) ND(0.010)
Chlorobenzene 100 ND(0.010) ND(0.010)
Chloroform 6 ND(0.010) ND(0.010)
Tetrachloroethene 0.7 ND(0.010) ND(0.010)
Trichloroethene 0.5 ND(0.010) ND(0.010)
Vinyl Chloride 0.2 ND(0.010) ND(0.010)
Semivolatile Organics
1,4-Dichlorobenzene 7.5 ND(0.010) ND(0.010)
2,4,5-Trichlorophenol 400 ND(0.010) ND(0.010)
2,4,6-Trichlorophenol 2 ND(0.010) ND(0.010)
2,4-Dinitrotoluene 0.13 ND(0.010) ND(0.010)
Cresol 200 ND(0.010) ND(0.010)
Hexachlorobenzene 0.13 ND(0.010) ND(0.010)
Hexachlorobutadiene 0.5 ND(0.010) ND(0.010)
Hexachloroethane 3 ND(0.010) ND(0.010)
Nitrobenzene 2 ND(0.010) ND(0.010)
Pentachlorophenol 100 ND(0.050) ND(0.050)
Pyridine 5 ND(0.010) ND(0.010)
Inorganics
Arsenic 5 0.0427 B 0.0318 B
Barium 100 0.717 B 0.901 B
Cadmium 1 0.0304 B 0.0284 B
Chromium 5 0.0288 B 0.0344 B
Lead 5 0.100 ND(0.100)
Mercury 0.2 0.000260 B 0.000117 B
Selenium 1 0.0774 B ND(0.200)
Silver 5 0.0433 B 0.0354 B

Notes:

1.  Samples were collected by ARCADIS and submitted to SGS Environmental Services, Inc. for analysis of TCLP
constituents.

2.  ND - Analyte was not detected.  The number in parenthesis is the associated detection limit.
3.  Sample ID 63-C1 is a composite sample consisting of building material from discrete sample locations 63-1

through 63-7.
4.  Sample ID 63-XC1 is a composite sample consisting of building material from discrete sample locations 63X-1

through 63X-5.

Data Qualifiers:

Inorganics
B - Indicates an estimated value between the instrument detection limit (IDL) and (PQL).
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Date Aroclor-1016, -1221,
Sample ID Collected -1232, -1242, -1248 Aroclor-1254 Aroclor-1260 Total PCBs

CD-1 4/18/2008 ND(0.032) 0.082 ND(0.032) 0.082
CD-2 4/18/2008 ND(0.032) [ND(0.032)] 0.025 J [0.022 J] ND(0.032) [ND(0.032)] 0.025 J [0.022 J]
CD-3 4/18/2008 ND(0.031) 0.035 ND(0.031) 0.035
CD-4 4/18/2008 ND(0.030) 0.014 J ND(0.030) 0.014 J
CD-5 4/18/2008 ND(0.032) 0.030 J ND(0.032) 0.030 J
CD-6 4/18/2008 ND(0.031) 0.022 J ND(0.031) 0.022 J
CD-7 4/18/2008 ND(0.032) 0.041 ND(0.032) 0.041
CD-8 4/18/2008 ND(0.031) 0.10 ND(0.031) 0.10
CD-9 4/18/2008 ND(0.030) 0.026 J ND(0.030) 0.026 J
CD-10 4/18/2008 ND(0.031) 0.045 ND(0.031) 0.045
CD-11 4/18/2008 ND(0.031) 0.031 ND(0.031) 0.031
CD-12 4/18/2008 ND(0.031) 0.043 ND(0.031) 0.043
CD-13 4/18/2008 ND(0.032) 0.070 0.18 0.25
CD-14 4/18/2008 ND(0.030) 0.070 ND(0.030) 0.070
CD-15 4/18/2008 ND(0.031) 0.26 0.063 0.323
CD-16 4/18/2008 ND(0.030) 0.29 0.11 0.40
CD-17 4/18/2008 ND(0.030) 0.034 ND(0.030) 0.034
CD-18 4/18/2008 ND(0.032) 0.096 0.044 0.14
CD-19 4/18/2008 ND(0.030) 0.080 0.028 J 0.108

Notes:

TABLE 3
PCB DATA - CONCRETE DEBRIS

BUILDING 63 AND 63X CHARACTERIZATION SAMPLING
EAST STREET AREA 2 - SOUTH

GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY - PITTSFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS
(Results are presented in dry weight parts per million, ppm)

1. Samples  were collected by ARCADIS and submitted to SGS Environmental Services, Inc. for analysis of PCBs.
2.  ND - Analyte was not detected.  The number in parenthesis is the associated detection limit.2.  ND - Analyte was not detected.  The number in parenthesis is the associated detection limit.
3. Field duplicate sample results are presented in brackets.

Data Qualifiers:

J - Indicates an estimated value less than the practical quantitation limit (PQL).
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TCLP
Sample ID: Regulatory CD-20

Parameter Date Collected: Limits 4/18/2008
Volatile Organics
1,1-Dichloroethene 0.7 ND(0.010)
1,2-Dichloroethane 0.5 ND(0.010)
2-Butanone 200 ND(0.25)
Benzene 0.5 ND(0.010)
Carbon Tetrachloride 0.5 ND(0.010)
Chlorobenzene 100 ND(0.010)
Chloroform 6 ND(0.010)
Tetrachloroethene 0.7 ND(0.010)
Trichloroethene 0.5 ND(0.010)
Vinyl Chloride 0.2 ND(0.010)
Semivolatile Organics
1,4-Dichlorobenzene 7.5 ND(0.0060)
2,4,5-Trichlorophenol 400 ND(0.0060)
2,4,6-Trichlorophenol 2 ND(0.0060)
2,4-Dinitrotoluene 0.13 ND(0.0060)
Cresol 200 ND(0.0060)
Hexachlorobenzene 0.13 ND(0.0060)
Hexachlorobutadiene 0.5 ND(0.0060)
Hexachloroethane 3 ND(0.0060)
Nitrobenzene 2 ND(0.0060)
Pentachlorophenol 100 ND(0.031)
Pyridine 5 ND(0.0060)
Inorganics
Arsenic 5 ND(0.200)
Barium 100 0.632 B
Cadmium 1 0.0320 B
Chromium 5 0.140
Lead 5 0.100
Mercury 0.2 ND(0.000570)
Selenium 1 ND(0.200)
Silver 5 0.0282 B

Notes:

TABLE 4
TCLP DATA - CONCRETE DEBRIS

BUILDING 63 AND 63X CHARACTERIZATION SAMPLING
EAST STREET AREA 2 - SOUTH

GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY - PITTSFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS
(Results are presented in parts per million, ppm)

1.  Samples  were collected by ARCADIS and submitted to SGS Environmental Services, Inc. for
analysis of TCLP constituents.

2.  ND - Analyte was not detected.  The number in parenthesis is the associated detection limit.
3.  Sample ID CD-20 is a composite sample consisting of building material from discrete sample   

locations CD-1 through CD-19.

Data Qualifiers:

Inorganics
B - Indicates an estimated value between the instrument detection limit (IDL) and (PQL).
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BUILDINGS 63 AND 63X
SAMPLING LOCATIONS

FIGURE

2

GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY
PITTSFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS

LEGEND:

Core Sample Location =

DEMOLITION AND SITE RESTORATION PROGRAM

NOTES:
1. The general layout for this figures was obtained from a sketch 

prepared by the General Electric Company titled “Drawing no.
K-9254463, Sheet No. 1, Floor Plan Bldg. 63.”

2. Sample locations shown correspond to samples that were 
collected during pre-demolition characterization sampling activities 
on March 25, 2008.

3. Locations are approximate.
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