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UNtTED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

REGION 1 
1 CONGRESS STREET, SUITE f 100 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSEVS 02114-2023 

August 29,2002 

Mr. Andrert T, Silfer 
Corporatz En~iromnental Progrms 
General Electric Compmy 
100 'tYoodlatvn Avenue Via Electronic and U.S. Mait 
Pittsfield, MA 0120t 

Re: 	 Cornments on General Electric's May 2002 Pre-Design Investigation f.t"orkPlanfor the 
East Street Areu I-h'orth Removaf Action, General Eleetrie!Housatonic River Project 
Site, Pittsfield, Massachusetts. 

Dear Mr. Silfer: 

This letter contains the Enviromental Protection Agency's (EPA) conditional approval of the pre- 
design investigation activities for the above-referenced "Pre-Design Investigation Work Plan for 
the East Street Areu 1-North Removal Action, " (PDIW). The PDIUT is subject to the terms and 
conditions specified in the Consent Decree (CD) that was entered in U.S. District Court on October 
27.2000. 

Pursuant to Paragraph 73 of the CD, EPA, after consultation with Lhe MassachuseMs Department of 
Enviromentd Protection (MDEP) and discussions withGeneral Electric (GE) personnel, approves 
the above-referenced submiml subject to the following conditions: 

General Conditions 

Review of the P D M  has identified a number of data gaps or inconsistencies that shall be addressed 
in an Addendm to the P D M .  

,GE defines the East Street Area 1-North (ESA1-N) Removal Action Area (MA) 

as "bounded by a non-GE-owed rajlway propew and rigbt-of-way to the north, and Menill 

Road to the west." Tfte boundary of the ESA1-N icte-d in Figure 1 of the PDIW does 

not makh the boundary depicted in Figure 2-1 of . The Shtenlent of Work for Removal 

Actions Outside the River (SOiTp,Appendix E to the CD, defines the ESAI-NKctA as 

"bounded by M&II Road to the north and west;" md Figre 2-1 of theSOIV rtepicb the ESAl-

X RM as illeluding the railroad and Merrill Road right-of-ways. However, the SOW also states 

hat paved public roadr%fays will not be -included in the s, and Fimre E-I ofthe SOW (rvhich 

shows averaging meits)depicb the ESAI -N RPSiaveraging area as not including either M e ~ I l  

Road or the railroad tracks. 


A u p t  f 4,2002, EPA, -WEP, GE ag& to relocate the northern 
along a line generally pardlel to, and extmding in both dkmtions from, a 


wall depicted on Figure 3 of the PDIW in the kricinity of des C2, C3, and G4, and to 

collect addit-ional smples along the nofihem poaion of th In anAddendm to ehe 
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PDlWP, GE shall propose additional s u b s ~ w e  samples at at& to the 
norlhe~temcomer of the GE-owed poaion of the buildin (relocated 
as needed to rcmajn wihin the GE-o\+xed pofiion ofthe 

2. 	 GE has agreed to include a s ary of rhe waitable histov of GE md non-GE uses and 
operations at the propert)., and a brief s m ~ q  of the investigatov history in the PDIijP 
Addendm. This sort of backgound infomation is needed to assess the alspropriatencss of the 
proposed smpling locations and analyses. 

3. 	 GE proposes collecting samples R"146-C4, ItPL46-E1, W46-E2. W 6 - E 3 ,  W 6 - E 4 ,  and 
6-E5 at locations offset from their grid nodes. as depicted in Figure 3 of the PDIB'P. GE 

shall collect the follothing san~ples as close to their grid nodes as possible while remaining on GE-
owned property: RAA6-E I through -E4, and RAA6-C3 and -4. 

4. GE has identified the locations of knocvn utilities, and proposed to rnodi@ several polycNorinatcd 
biphenyl (PCB) grid-sampling locations to better characterize soil surrounding those utilities. As 
agreed to by GE, EPA and MDEP, samples used to characterize utility corridors are to be witlun a 
50-foot band centered along the line of the utility (25 feet on either side), and dis~buted at a 
frequency of one sample per approximately 100 linear feet of utility. Infomation regarding the 
depth of the utility trench beds is not provided in the PDIW.  GE shall provide information 
regarding thedepth of the utility trench beds in the PDIbVf.3 Addendum. In addition, GE shall 
convert surficial sample location RAA6-Dl0 to a subsurface boring location and convert 
subsurface boring sample location RAA6-D9 to a surficial sample location. 

5. 	 Based on EPA's review of historical uses of the properties comprising the RAA, GE shall modify 
the proposed Appendix IX+3 samples as follows: 

0-1 fi interval: Move RAA6-B 17 to RAA6-A 16, move RAA6-C5 to RAA6-D5, 
eliminate Appendix IX+3 sample at RAA6-E5. 

1-6 fi interval: Move RAA6-C 17 to RAA6-C 15. 

6- 1 5 ft  interval: Move RAA6-A 17 to R4A6-I3 15. 

In addition, as a result of the relocation of the northern bou11d;uy of the RAA and the addition of 
nine PCB sarnple locations, as well as elimination of a proposed Appendix E+3 sample, four 
additional Appendix 1x43 samples (appro~ate ly  o n e - ~ r dthe number of additional PCB 
samples) will be required to cornply with CD requirements. GE shall add the f o l l o h g  four 
Appendix E + 3  

1-5ft. intenai: W % S - A I1,RAMS-62,and RR,W6-D5. 

6. 	 CE states that, should site conditions or obmcrions prevent ling in the proposed Ioeatiom, 
Ies in question %-illbe collected as close to the origi on as site conditions atlow. 
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Further, regarding Appendix 1X-t-3sampling, CE states that they will make an effbrt to m & ~ n  
the proper ratio of ples collecteci h r n  the various depth ktemds. CE field persomel shall 
clear any modifications to smple  depths or locations with EPA" field rep~sentatives, prior to 
smpling. 

7. 	 The Legends for Figures 2 through 6 indicate that paved areas have been identified. Ho\n-ever. the 
verq' faint shading pagem is not distinguishable &om non-shaded areas in the figures. As a result, 
it is not clear what areas have been identified as paved in ESAl-N. GE shall better dilTcrentiate 
betmeen paved and unpaved areas hithin the Pl)Il%7P Addendum. 

8. 	 In Appendix A, GE presents existing PCP, and nun-PCB constituents soil data. In future 
submittals. GE shall present the limit of detection associated with analytical results in cases Lihere 
an analyte ~vasreported as not detected tND). if such information on detection limits is available. 

-GE shall address the above conditions in an Addendum to the PDIW,  to be submitted within 21 
days of the receipt of this letter. EPA resenres its right to perform additional sampling in the areas 
subject to PDIIW and/or require additional sampling or Response Actions, if necessary. to meet the 
requirements of the Consent Decree. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at (617) 918-1268. 

Sincerely, k 

~ i c h a e iJ. Nalipinski . 

GE Facility Project Manager 

cc: John Novotny , GE 
James Bieke, Shea & Gardner 
Jim Nuss, BBL 
Sue Keydel, MDEP 
Sue Steenstrup, MDEP 
Robert Bell, MDEP 
Alan Weinberg, MDEP 
Bpan Olson, US EPA 
Holly Inglis, US EPA 
John Kilborn, t'S EPA 
Rose Howell, US EPA 
K.C. Mitkevicius, USACE 
Da\\a Jamros, J Weston Solutions 
Pittsfield MA Office. US EPA 
Mayor Sara Hathaway, Gi? of Pigsfield 
Public Inkmation Repositories 
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