
Land Tenure 
and Property Rights

(LTPR)

What it means for 
“Sustainable” in

Sustainable Tourism (ST) 



LTPR and ST
How many tourism
projects worldwide do
you know that have 
based both their 
investment and 
conservation goals on
clearly defined and secure 
land tenure and property 
rights?



LTPR and ST
How many biodiversity 
conservation approaches 
have taken into account
land tenure and property 
rights? 

Or addressed peoples’
access to and use of natural 
resources after they’ve been
displaced by the formation 
of parks?



LTPR and ST
How many natural 

resources enterprise 
projects have secured 
clear and transferable 

property rights to 
resources? And for 

whom?

How much of sustainable 
natural resources 

management is based on 
LTPR?



LTPR and ST

Let’s look at the some specific ST Issues: 
• Coastal tourism – who owns the beach and the  

land backing the beach? Who possess the rights 
to access and use coastal water resources?

• Ecotourism – who owns the animals/nature/land 
that is the foundation for the venture? How 
secure are those rights? What secures those 
rights? How complex are those rights?



LTPR and ST
• Cultural Tourism –

What tenure and 
property rights were 
affected by the onset 
of this aspect of 
tourism?

• Adventure Tourism –
who has the rights 
over access and use 
to areas that host this 
aspect of tourism?
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Who holds the 
(intellectual) property 
rights to this aspect of 
tourism?
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LTPR and ST
• Land Tenure is the relationship (legal or 

customary) among individuals or groups of 
people with respect to land, water, trees/plants...

• Land Tenure is an institution – rules are made 
by societies to regulate behavior over land and 
access.

• Rules of tenure define how property rights to 
land and natural resources are to be allocated 
within societies. 
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Rules of Tenure
(UACT)

• USE
• ACCESS
• CONTROL
• TRANSFER

Land Tenure systems 
determine who can use 
what resources for how 
long, and under what 
conditions.
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Land Tenure Interests

Overriding, Overlapping, 
Complementary, Competing



LTPR and ST
Tenure Types

PRIVATE

OPEN ACCESS

COMMUNAL

STATE 



LTPR and ST
Property Rights – any rights that a person holds in 

or on land may be considered as property. 

Real Property = Immovable Property
Personal Property = Movable Property

Since there can be a multiple of property rights 
associate with land and the resources on 

it/under it, we often refer to a “bundle of 
rights”.



LTPR and ST

Property Rights are often simplified to 
include formal and informal:

Use rights – rights to use land for grazing, growing crops, 
gathering NTFPs, hunting.

Control rights – rights to make decisions how the land 
should be used including decisions on what activities will 

happen, and who is to benefit; 

Transfer rights – rights to sell or mortgage the 
land/resource and convey it to others. 
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Customary  Rights
• Traditional/held in 

trust by 
elders/community 
committees/kin 
groups

Statutory Rights
• Described in policy 

and law



LTPR and ST
LTPR as a precursor to ST 
development investments

Governance

Rule of Law

Land Tenure and Property Rights

(Sustainable)
Economic Growth



LTPR and ST
The LTPR Framework

• Land Tenure and Property Rights 
Matrix

• Land Tenure and Property Rights 
Country Issues and Donor 
Interventions Report

• Land Tenure and Property Rights 
Country Ranking and Issues Map

• Land Tenure and Property Rights 
Assessment Tools
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LTPR and ST
The LTPR Assessment

Pre-Assessment – used by USAID Mission 
to pre-assess LTPR issues

Full LTPR assessment  - guides the analysis 
of LTPR issues in a country, and/or 
analyzes ongoing LTPR programming in a 
country



LTPR and ST

And what’s in your next sustainable tourism 
project?

Will you address LTPR issues before 
making the Sustainable Tourism 
Investment?      Or 

Will you deal with security of tenure and 
property rights issues as part of your ST 
investment?
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