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INTRODUCTION
This Chartbook recognizes marijuana as a

major component of the illicit drug problem.
Major progress has been achieved in reducing
youth marijuana use; nevertheless, the overall
demand for marijuana remains strong.

The supply of cannabis is complex, involving
domestic and foreign growers — both outdoor
and indoor — as well as intricate networks
that involve not only conventional drug
traffickers, but also established social
networks of friends and family. The potency
of cannabis has risen dramatically in the past
two decades, with concomitant abuse and
dependence consequences reflected in
increasing cannabis-related emergency and
treatment events.

Today, in addition to traditional methods of
promoting and consuming the drug,
marijuana is being marketed as candy to
young people, the next generation of
potential buyers.

The data summary on these pages looks at
marijuana use patterns and trends, health
effects, criminal justice
aspects, the supply
network, and the issue of iy
so-called medical
marijuana.
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USE PATTERNS AND TRENDS

a Marijuana Is the Most Commonly Used lIllicit Drug

14.8 million Americans were current (past
month) users of marijuana in 2006.

Marijuana 14.8

Psychotherapeutics
Cocaine
{incl. crack])
Crack
Meth*
Inhalants

Ecstasy 0.5 *Estimation of methamphetamine use /s

diffarant from those shown in previous

Heroin | 0.3 NSDUM reports and should not be compared
without proper statistical agfustmeant.
Lso 0.1
0 3 6 9 12 15

Estimated Number of Users, Age 12 or Older (in Millions)

Source: SAMHSA, 2006 Nabonal Sundy on Drug Lise and Haalth (September 2007).

e Marijuana Use Rates Vary Across the Country

Current Marijuana Use in Substate Regions
(2004 to 2006 Average, Age 12 or Qlder)

Percent Using in
e Past Month
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Soure; SAMHSA, Subcrate Esbimales fom Bhe JH=20060 Navonal Surveys on Drag Use and Meadkh (June 208),
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e Age Variability in Marijuana Use

Marijuana use rates accelerate to a peak at age 20,
with one in five reporting current use of marijuana.

Percent Reporting Past Month Use

25

20

15

Source: SAMHSA, 2006 Mot Survey on Dy Use ard Health (September 2007).

° Marijuana Use Among Youth

Trends in Current Use of Marijuana
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Source: 2007 Monitoring the Future (MTF) study, December 2007,




e Higher Rates of Perceived Harmfulness of Marijuana Are Associated with Lower Rates of Use

12th Graders’ Past Year Marijuana Use vs.
Perceived Risk of Occasional Marijuana Use
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e Percentage of National Workforce Testing Positive for Marijuana Is Declining
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Source: Quest Diagnostics Drug Testing Index, through December 2007.
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e A Major Consequence Marijuana Use Is the Risk of Dependence or Abuse

More Than 4 Million Persons Estimated to be Dependent
or Abusers of Marijuana in the Past Year

Any llicit Drug 7,020|
Marijuana
Paychotherapeutics

Cocaine

Hallucinogens

Herain 323 Dependence or abuse is based on the definition in
the 4th Edition of the Diagnostic and Statistical
Inhalants 176 Manual of Mental Diserders (DSM-IV).

Drug+aleohol 3, EBF
T

T T

0 2,000 4,000 6,000 8,000
Source: SAMHSA, 2006 Matlonal Survey on Drug Use and Haalth (Septermber 2007).

e Growing Need for Marijuana Treatment

Steady Increase in Treatment Admissions with MarijuanaJ
as the Primary Substance of Abuse Since 1994
Numt f Adricei (in TI is)
350
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50
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1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Source; SAMHSA, Treatment Episode Data Sett (TEDS) Highfights - 2006 (January 2008); data for
1994 and 1995 are from the 2004 and 2005 TEDS reports, respectively.
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@ Youth Are in Treatment Primarily for Marijuana

Treatment Admissions with Marijuana as the

Primary Substance of Abuse
All Admissions Ages 12to 17
Opiates
Marijuana Aieshal widrug 1.7‘ Cocalne

15.8% 11.6%

o Aleahal enly
L% B.8% =
Oplates # iz _|:|1:h-r Drugs Hbﬂ'l
17.4% — 1.5% 4‘“'_\\
|
Home
faipe Othar Drugs
1.8%
< Aleahal enly “F;l;:m-""‘ oottt
Alcohal w/dreg _,./‘"--. PR M.\I'Ijll.h.'ln:

17.6% B5.1%

Total treatment admissions = 1.850 million H Treatment admissions, ages 12-17 = 142,646

Percentages shown represent primary diagnosis onfy. ]

Source: SAMHSA, 2005 Treatment Episode Data Set

@ For Younger Users, Marijuana Is More Addictive and More Dangerous

According to NSDUH, one in

four 12— to 17-year-olds
who report using marijuana
in the past year display the
characteristics of abuse or
dependency. For younger
users, the risk of marijuana
abuse or dependency
exceeds that for alcohol or
tobacco. Recent research
supports the “gateway”
dimension of marijuana —
that its use creates greater
risk of abuse or dependency
on other drugs, such as
heroin and cocaine.
Marijuana use itself is a
serious risk, not only for
addiction, but also is an
added risk for developing
psychosis, including
schizophrenia.




@ The Burden on Emergency Departments Has Been Increasing

Emergency department episodes involving marijuana almost tripled from 1994 to 2002. Marijuana steadily
increased over that decade, surpassing heroin — which remained relatively flat — in 1998.
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Source: SAMHSA, Drug Abuse Warning Netwark.

@ Marijuana Use Is Associated with Mental Health Disorders

Marijuana use is associated with depression, suicidal thoughts, and suicide attempts. Besides the links to
depression shown below, teens who smoke marijuana at least once a month are three times more likely to have
suicidal thoughts than non-users.

Ages 12 to 17, Past Year
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B No | 6 H Not Depressed
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Depressed teens are more than bwice 85 Depressed teens are also more than Depressed teens are also more lkely
likaly as non-depressed teens o have dwice as Vkely as their non-depressed  than non-depressed teens to engage in
used marffuana duning the same time peers to abuse or become dependent  other risky behaviors such as daily
period on marifuana clgaratte use and heavy alcohal use
Source: SAMHSA, 2008 Mabional Sunvey on Drug Use and Heaalth (September 2007},
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@ Marijuana Growers Present Environmental Hazards

One marijuana garden can
generate:

Up to 53 30-gallon garbage bags
of trash

CRIMINAL JUSTICE ASPECTS

@ Juvenile Delinquent Behavior Is Closely Associated With Marijuana Use

Youth who engage in anti-social behavior are far more
likely to use marijuana than those who do not engage in
these behaviors.

60 58.8

B Yes
50 -

= No
4“ -
30

| 27.6
20.6
20 15.1
11.0
0o : ! :

Sold Stoleor Carrieda Grade Gotten

Negal Triedto Handgun Average into a
Drugs Steal D" ar Serious
Lower Fight

Behavi in the Past Y

Source: SAMHSA, 2006 National survey on Dvug Use and Haalth (September 2007).




@ Marijuana Accounts for Two Out of Five Arrests for Drug Violations

@ However, Marijuana Arrests Do Not Translate to a Large Share of Offenders in Prison

Inmates in State Prisons

16.9%
Drug Offenses Not
Involving Marijuana

2.4%

B0.4%
Offenses Not
Involving

Offenses Involving
Marijuana (Excluding
Possession Only)

Drugs

B

0.3%
Marijuana
Possession Only

All percentages are based on total number of State prisoners

Number of State Prisoners (2004) =1.262 million |

Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics, Prisoners in 2004 (October 2005) and 2004 Survey of Inmates
in State Correctional Facilities, unpublished tabulations (February 2008).
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Substantial Proportions of Treatment Referrals for Marijuana, Methamphetamine,

and Alcohol Are from the Criminal Justice System

Source of Referral to Treatment

100% -

75% -

50% -

25% -

0% -

B Individual m Criminal justice ® Alc./Drug or health care provider ®m Other*

Methamphetamine Marijuana Alcohol Only

*Other referrals mclvde school fadicamanall, amployerEAS, and other comemunity refermals,
Source: SAMHSA, 2008 Treatment Episode Data Set.

SUPPLY SITUATION

@ What Marijuana Users Spend

Marijuana Users Spent an Estimated $11 Billion
to Obtain Marijuana
U.S. Users Spent a Total of $64 Billion on Illegal Drugs in 2000
il f Dollars (Projection)
40.0 35.3
35.0 -
30.0
25.0
20.0 -
15.0
10.0
10.0
5.0 _| .
0.0 - h
Cocaine Heroin Hnrl_]unm: Other
Source: ONDCP, What America’s Users spend on Ilegal Orugs (December 2001),
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@ Marijuana Potency Has Been Increasing

@ Marijuana Seizures Along the Southwest Border Are Increasingly More Potent

Potency of Marijuana Seizures Along the __
Southwest Border, 2003-2007 Comornis
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THE ‘MEDICAL MARIJUANA’ ISSUE

@ Smoked Marijuana Is Not Medicine

In April 2006, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued an interagency advisory stating that it has not
approved smoked marijuana for any medical condition or disease indication. FDA's drug approval process
requires well-controlled clinical trials that provide the necessary scientific data upon which FDA makes its
approval and labeling decisions, consistent with the standards of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act. New
drugs must be shown to be safe and effective for their intended use before being marketed in this country.

Efforts that seek to bypass the FDA drug
approval process might expose patients to
unsafe and ineffective drug products. A
growing number of states have passed
voter referenda or legislative initiatives
making smoked marijuana available for a
variety of medical conditions upon a
doctor's recommendation. These measures
are deemed by FDA to be inconsistent
with efforts to ensure that medications
undergo the rigorous scientific scrutiny of
the approval process. Accordingly, FDA,
along with the Drug Enforcement
Administration and the Office of National
Drug Control Policy, do not support the
use of smoked marijuana for medical
purposes.

@ Compassionate Care for the Sick and Dying Or Another Front for Drug Trafficking?

Marijuana Dispensa

WERBAL NOUTRITION CENTER ] p rv
Wending Inslguctians:

1. Rusei? WNE Membear Card

5, Yuuily Nzgropeint-10

B Geah biem Tn Slol Dilew

Vending Machine
(California 2008)

FTRAIN WEAE
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