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Summary: Through the International Fund for Ireland, the United States provides assistance for 
economic redevelopment and cross-community reconciliation throughout Northern Ireland and the six 
border counties of Ireland. The Walsh Visa Program provides employment, job training, and conflict 
resolution skills for young people from the same areas. 

Inputs, Outputs, Activities: 

FY 2004 Program: 
International Fund for Ireland ($18,391,000 ESF). The U.S. Government's contribution to the International 
Fund for Ireland (IFI), administered by USAID, is used in the following initiatives: 

1) Disadvantaged Areas Initiative. This initiative targets funding at areas of greatest need. Projects 
under this initiative focus on economic regeneration and community improvement, with special emphasis 
on employment and business creation. 

2) Economic Development Initiative. Projects are designed to strengthen the economic base by 
stimulating local enterprise and self-employment, encouraging the growth of small and medium sized 
companies, encouraging tourism, and providing support for the regeneration of derelict properties in 
towns and villages for commercial purposes. 

3) Communities Initiative. This initiative provides people, particularly those in the most disadvantaged 
areas, with the skills, resources and self-confidence to undertake the social and economic regeneration of 
their communities. It also helps to improve the employability of disadvantaged young people by providing 
training, work experience and personal development. Special emphasis in the Communities Initiative is 
on leadership potential, reconciliation and conflict resolution. 

The implementer is the International Fund for Ireland. 

Irish Peace Process Cultural and Training Program Act of 1998 (Walsh Visa Program) ($3,479,000 ESF). 
While FY 2003 is the last year in which new participants will arrive to work in the United States under 
current legislation, funds will be needed in FY 2004, FY 2005, and FY 2006 to provide social services and 
monitoring for participants until their return home. The components of the program include: 1) Targeting 
the long-term (three months or more) unemployed and those who have been made redundant or received 
redundancy notices. 2) Admission to the program of a small number of employed persons who have been 
nominated by their employers. 3) Equality of opportunity in relation to community background, ethnic 
origin, gender and disability throughout all phases of the Program. The implementers are expected to 
continue to be Northrop-Grumman Information Technology (prime), the Ireland Institute of Pittsburgh, PA 
(sub), the Irish Immigration Center of Boston, MA (sub), and the Metropolitan Development Agency of 
Syracuse, NY (sub). 

The State Department has partnered with the Department of Employment and Learning of 



Northern Ireland and the Training and Employment Authority of the Republic of Ireland to provide 
oversight of the program. 

FY 2005 Program: 
International Fund for Ireland ($8,500,000 ESF). It is expected that funds will continue to be used in 
projects designed to promote reconciliation and cross-community understanding. The implementer is the 
International Fund for Ireland. 

Irish Peace Process Cultural and Training Program Act of 1998 (Walsh Visa Program) ($3,500,000 ESF). 
While FY 2003 is the last year in which new participants will arrive to work in the United States, funds will 
be needed in FY 2004, FY 2005, and FY 2006 to provide social services and monitoring for participants 
until their return home. The implementers are expected to continue to be Northrop-Grumman Information 
Technology (prime), the Ireland Institute of Pittsburgh, PA (sub), the Irish Immigration Center of Boston, 
MA (sub), and the Metropolitan Development Agency of Syracuse, NY (sub). 

Performance and Results: International Fund for Ireland. As a measure of the Fund's success, from its 
inception in 1986 to 2002, investment in the Fund totaled US $681.13 million and assistance was offered 
to around 5000 projects involving regeneration of deprived areas, community capacity building, and 
economic development. In 2001 alone, more than 225 projects were supported by financial assistance 
totaling US $33.83 million . For every U.S. dollar invested by the Fund, over two dollars are raised from 
other sources . Continued U.S. support underpins U.S. efforts to create an enduring, sustainable peace in 
Northern Ireland. 

Irish Peace Process Cultural and Training Program Act of 1998 (Walsh Visa Program). Program 
participants gain job and social skills, including conflict resolution experience, enabling them to make 
meaningful contributions to their home counties upon their return. Beginning with the first group of 
participants in March-April 2000, some 1200 young people have participated in the program. 




