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Meeting minutes of Secretary’s Rural Education Task Force (Task Force)

Thursday, January 26, 2006
Time:   The meeting was called to order at 1:00 pm by Deputy Assistant Secretary Richard LaPointe, substituting for Acting Assistant Secretary Beto Gonzalez, Chairman

Location: Secretary’s Conference Room – FB6 Room 7W301

Task Force Members Present:  

Institute of Education Sciences - Dr. Mark Schneider

Office of Communications and Outreach - Elaine Quesinberry

Office of Planning, Evaluation, and Policy Development -Krista Ritacco

Office of Elementary and Secondary Education - Dr. Henry Johnson

Office of Innovation and Improvement - Stacy Kreppel

Office of English Language Acquisition - Trinidad Torres-Carrion

Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services -Donna Wiesner

Office of Safe and Drug Free Schools - Deborah Price

Office of the General Counsel - Dennis Koeppel (non-voting)

Office of Legislation and Congressional Affairs -Sandra Cook

Office of Postsecondary Education – Kathy Fuller, attending for Linda Emery

Office of Vocational and Adult Education – Richard LaPointe for Beto Gonzalez

Task Force Members Absent:  Calvin Thomas, Beto Gonzalez, Linda Emery

Staff Present:  Task Force Executive Director - Linda Hall

Center for Rural Education- William Smith, Lincairn Preston, David Preve

Office of Postsecondary Education – Kathy Fuller

Office of Legislation and Congressional Affairs – Steve Tisher

Office of Elementary and Secondary Education – Jenelle Leonard

Office of Safe and Drug Free Schools – Paul Kesner

Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services – Bob Gilmore

ORDER OF THE AGENDA (see attachment 1)

The order was not modified.

On behalf of the Task Force Chair, Acting Assistant Secretary Beto Gonzalez, Dr. Richard LaPointe, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Management for the Office of Vocational and Adult Education, welcomed the task force members to the quarterly meeting.

Executive Director Linda Hall reviewed actions of the Task Force and its members since the last meeting:

· Chairman Beto Gonzalez presented at the Rural Forum of the Council of Chief State School Officers, held in Tucson, Arizona.  Linda Hall also attended this meeting.   On behalf of Secretary Spellings, Gonzalez announced the creation of the Center for Rural Education within the Office of Vocational and Adult Education.  

· Dr. Henry Johnson visited schools in rural Hoke County, North Carolina.

· Executive Director Hall and the Director of the Center for Rural Education visited a rural tribal community college -Tohono O’odham Community College- and a rural Hispanic Servicing Institution (HSI) – Central Arizona College.

· Stacy Kreppel (OII) reported visits to the following schools in the Star Schools initiative:  Kayenta Unified School District (AZ), Pine Hill School District (NM), Chinle Unified School District (AZ), Window Rock Unified School District (AZ), and Gallup-McKinley County Schools (NM).

There was discussion of the draft document entitled “Department’s Resources to Rural Entities.”  Offices reporting:

Office of Elementary and Secondary Education  
Dr. Henry Johnson,  Jenelle Leonard 

Office of English Language Acquisition
Trinidad Torres-Carrion

Federal Student Aid
Linda Hall on behalf of Calvin Thomas

Office of Innovation and Improvement
Stacy Kreppel

Office of Postsecondary Education
Kathy Fuller on behalf of Linda Emery

Office of Safe and Drug-Free Schools
Deborah Price

Office of Special Education and 

    Rehabilitative Services
Donna Wiesner

Office of Vocational and Adult Education
Richard LaPointe

Dr. Mark Schneider reported on upcoming activities in the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) and the Institute of Education Sciences (IES.  They have updated the NCES’ rural education Web site.   (See Attachment 2)

Executive Director Hall reported on the focus group for rural teachers, held January 20, 2006, at the offices of the Appalachian Regional Commission.  (See Attachment 3). 

NEXT STEPS

· Executive Director Hall will continue discussions with the principal offices to ensure uniformity in the submission of information for the inventory.

· Executive Director Hall will contact the Secretary’s office to get information on senior officers’ visits to rural schools and school districts.   

The next quarterly Rural Education Task Force meeting is scheduled for April 2006.  

Richard LaPointe, acting for the Chair, adjourned the meeting at 2:30 p.m.  

ATTACHMENT 1

Secretary’s Rural Education Task Force

FB-6  – Secretary’s Conference Room

Meeting Agenda

January 26, 2006

1:00 – 2:30 p.m.  

Opening Remarks




Dr. Richard LaPointe for 

Beto Gonzalez







Acting Assistant Secretary


Office of Vocational and Adult Education

Review of actions since last meeting
Linda Hall, Executive Director

Discussion of Draft of Department’s 
Task Force members

Resources to Rural Entities

Office of Elementary and Secondary Education

Office of English Language Acquisition

Federal Student Aid

Office of Innovation and Improvement

Office of Postsecondary Education

Office of Safe and Drug-Free Schools

Office of Special Education and 

    Rehabilitative Services

Office of Vocational and Adult Education

Update on research in rural education 
Dr. Mark Schneider 

Summary of January 20th Focus group for 

Linda Hall

Rural Teachers

Action Items and Next Steps



Dr. LaPointe for Beto Gonzalez

ATTACHMENT 2

Status of Elementary and Secondary Education in Rural America Outline

I. INTRODUCTION 

a. Research questions: 

1. To what extent and how do rural schools differ from schools in other areas?

2. How does the incidence of poverty in rural schools compare to those in other areas?  

b. Previous research on school location and poverty concentration 

c. Areas of particular concern are high poverty concentration and isolated (e.g., Indian reservations and Appalachia).

d. Methods used in the analysis

e. Definitions of locale and poverty concentration 

f. Sources of data used and methods of data collection

i. Common Core of Data (CCD)

ii. National Household Education Survey (NHES)

iii. Private School Survey (PSS)

iv. Current Population Survey (CPS)

v. Schools and Staffing Survey (SASS)

vi. Early Childhood Longitudinal Study (ECLS)

vii. National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)

viii. American Community Survey (ACS)

ix. Fast Response Survey System (FRSS)

II. DEMOGRAPHICS OF SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS

a.    School demographics 

i. Number of K-12 public elementary and secondary students and schools, by state, locale, and poverty (CCD, 2003)

ii. Preprimary enrollment (NHES, 2003)

iii. Percent of students in private schools (PSS, 2003 and CCD, 2003)
iv. Racial/ethnic public school enrollment, by locale and poverty (CCD, 2003)
v. School-age children in poverty (ACS, 2004)
vi. Language minority (SASS, 2003-04 or ACS, 2004)
vii. Percent of students with disabilities (SASS, 2003-04) 
b. Student background characteristics, by locale and by poverty* 
i. Two-parent families (NHES, 2005)

ii. Parents’ educational attainment (ACS, 2004)

iii. Parents’ expectations for their child’s education (NHES, 2003)

iv. Parent and child conversations about school (NHES, 2003)

v. Parent involvement in child’s education (NHES, 2003)

III. LEARNER OUTCOMES

a. Student achievement, by locale and poverty

i. Early childhood achievement, reading and mathematics  (ECLS, 2002)

ii. Academic achievement of 4th graders, reading and mathematics (NAEP, 2005)

iii. Academic achievement of 8th graders, reading and mathematics (NAEP, 2005)

iv.  Academic achievement of 12th graders, reading and mathematics (NAEP, 2005)

b.  Other educational outcomes, by locale and poverty

i. Dropout rates (ACS, 2004)
ii. AP program offering (SASS, 2003-04)
iii. High school completion (ACS, 2004)
iv. College enrollment rates, by age group (ACS, 2004)
v. Teens not enrolled or employed ages 16-19 (ACS, 2004) 

vi. Adult education (NHES, 2005)

vii. Educational attainment, by age (ACS, 2004)

c. Economic outcomes, by locale

i. Median earnings (ACS, 2004)

ii. Employment of young adults (ACS, 2004)

iii. Net migration between urban and rural communities, by age group (ACS, 2004?)

IV.  RESOURCES

a. Financial resources, by locale and poverty 

i. Federal, state and local revenues (CCD, 2002-03)

ii. Instructional, administrative, capital, transportation expenditures (CCD, 2002-03)

iii. School facilities (FRSS, 2005)

iv. Distance learning (FRSS, 2005)

b. Human resources

i. Pupil/teacher ratios, by locale and poverty (CCD, 2003)
ii. Teacher perceptions of classroom environment (SASS, 2003-04)

iii. Teacher qualifications (SASS, 2003-04)

iv. Teacher qualifications of special education teachers (SASS, 2003-04) 
v. Teacher experience (SASS, 2003-04)

vi. Use of paraprofessionals (SASS, 2003-04) 
vii. Percent minority teachers (SASS, 2003-04)

viii. Teacher salaries (SASS, 2003-04)

ix. Difficulty hiring teachers (SASS, 2003-04)

   *Due to sample size constraints, NHES indicators may not include poverty breakouts.
ATTACHMENT 3

Summary of Rural Teacher Focus Group, January 20, 2006
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Topic 1:  (Focus on Teachers)

How to enhance teaching opportunities vs.

needs for life/family expectations, salary, and 

personal/professional growth?



Topic 2:  (Focus on Students)

How do we shift our conceptual approach to

engage students into becoming active learners

and participants in the community?

Rural teacher focus group discussion topics



I want to use one of my favorite quotes as a charge to us, as Task Force members.















Now Linda will tell us a brief report on the “mini-summit” on Rural Education
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“It was an honor to be invited to this discussion

 group, and it’s helpful to connect with peers 

 around the country.  Networking is important

 for growth.”







		Trisha Smith

		Holbrook Middle School

		Maine



I want to use one of my favorite quotes as a charge to us, as Task Force members.















Now Linda will tell us a brief report on the “mini-summit” on Rural Education
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“The broad demographics of the schools represented

 brought new information on teacher challenges.”







Mary Ann Puckett

Crutcho Elementary School

Oklahoma



I want to use one of my favorite quotes as a charge to us, as Task Force members.















Now Linda will tell us a brief report on the “mini-summit” on Rural Education
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Rural teacher focus group participants



Bruno-Pyatt School, Arkansas



Corning High School, Arkansas



Crutcho Elementary School, Oklahoma

	

Dawson-Bryant High School, Ohio



Holbrook Middle School, Maine



Johnson County High School, Tennessee







 



Lewis & Clark School, Montana



North Elementary, Minnesota



Oak Hill R-1, Missouri



Peacham Elementary School,  Vermont



Sheridan Junior High, Wyoming



Sherrod Elementary School, Alaska



	

	



Southern Boone County Elem.School, Missouri

	

Van Wert High School, Ohio



West Point High School, Virginia

 

G.R. Whitfield Elem./Middle School, North Carolina

 

Wibaux Elementary School, Montana

Wibaux, Montana  

 







I want to use one of my favorite quotes as a charge to us, as Task Force members.















Now Linda will tell us a brief report on the “mini-summit” on Rural Education
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Peacham Elementary School, Vermont



Total students:       47

Grades:  K-6

Student/teacher

Ratio:		       8.7



Title 1 school?       Yes



Locale code:  	        7

Rural, outside Core-

Based Statistical Area (CBSA)

Lewis & Clark School

Montana



Total students:  	473

Grades:  K-5

Student/teacher 

Ratio:			19.5



Title 1 school?		No



Locale code:		2

Mid-size Central City



I want to use one of my favorite quotes as a charge to us, as Task Force members.















Now Linda will tell us a brief report on the “mini-summit” on Rural Education
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Rural Teacher Focus Group

January 20, 2006







OPENING REMARKS 



Good morning



Welcome





I’ll like to introduce Linda Hall, who will be serving as the Executive Director of  the Task Force







Rural teacher focus group participants

Beverly Cothran

Bruno-Pyatt School, Arkansas



Jennifer Woolard

Corning High School, Arkansas



Mary Ann Puckett

Crutcho Elementary School, Oklahoma

	

Henry Cooke

Dawson-Bryant High School, Ohio



Trisha Smith

Holbrook Middle School, Maine



Glenn James

Johnson County High School, Tennessee







 

Betsy Sharkey

Lewis & Clark School, Montana



Yvonne Wilson

North Elementary, Minnesota



Connie Weber

Oak Hill R-1, Missouri



Christina Fearon

Peacham Elementary School, 

Vermont



Amy Enzi

Sheridan Junior High, Wyoming



Sharon Russell

Sherrod Elementary School, Alaska



	

	

Molly Oilar

Southern Boone County Elem.School, Missouri

	

Tracy Smith

Van Wert High School, Ohio



Marianna Chestnutt

West Point High School, Virginia

 

Laura Jones

G.R. Whitfield Elem./Middle School, North Carolina

 

Laura Dukart

Wibaux Elementary School, Montana

Wibaux, Montana  

 







I want to use one of my favorite quotes as a charge to us, as Task Force members.















Now Linda will tell us a brief report on the “mini-summit” on Rural Education
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I want to use one of my favorite quotes as a charge to us, as Task Force members.















Now Linda will tell us a brief report on the “mini-summit” on Rural Education















Topic 1:  (Focus on Teachers)

How to enhance teaching opportunities vs.

needs for life/family expectations, salary, and 

personal/professional growth?



Topic 2:  (Focus on Students)

How do we shift our conceptual approach to

engage students into becoming active learners

and participants in the community?

Rural teacher focus group discussion topics



I want to use one of my favorite quotes as a charge to us, as Task Force members.















Now Linda will tell us a brief report on the “mini-summit” on Rural Education















“It was an honor to be invited to this discussion

 group, and it’s helpful to connect with peers 

 around the country.  Networking is important

 for growth.”







		Trisha Smith

		Holbrook Middle School

		Maine



I want to use one of my favorite quotes as a charge to us, as Task Force members.















Now Linda will tell us a brief report on the “mini-summit” on Rural Education















“The broad demographics of the schools represented

 brought new information on teacher challenges.”







Mary Ann Puckett

Crutcho Elementary School

Oklahoma



I want to use one of my favorite quotes as a charge to us, as Task Force members.















Now Linda will tell us a brief report on the “mini-summit” on Rural Education
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