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Meeting minutes of Secretary’s Rural Education Task Force (Task Force)

Friday, October 14, 2005
Time:   The meeting was called to order at 10:00 am by Acting Assistant Secretary Beto Gonzalez, Chairman

Location: Secretary’s Conference Room – FB6 Room 7W301

Task Force Members Present:  Dr. Mark Schneider, Elaine Quesinberry, Krista Ritacco, Linda Emery, Dr. Henry Johnson, Stacy Kreppel, Trinidad Torres-Carrion, Donna Wiesner, Deborah Price, Calvin Thomas

Task Force Members Absent:  Dennis Koeppel, Sandra Cook

Staff Present:  Task Force Executive Director - Linda Hall

Office of Vocational and Adult Education – Chief of Staff Jana Toner, Dr. Richard LaPointe

Center for Rural Education- William Smith, Lincairn Preston, Cassandria Blair

Institute of Education Sciences – Dr. Ram Singh 

Office of Legislation and Congressional Affairs – Steve Tisher

Office of Elementary and Secondary Education – Jenelle Leonard

ORDER OF THE AGENDA (see attachment 1)

The order was not modified.

On behalf of Secretary Margaret Spellings, Chairman Gonzalez welcomed the members to the first meeting of the reorganized Rural Education Task Force.

Executive Director Linda Hall facilitated the introduction of the Task Force members.  The following offices were represented and reported on the initiatives within their program areas:

· Office of Vocational and Adult Services – Beto Gonzalez

· Office of Elementary and Secondary Education – Dr. Henry Johnson

· Office of Postsecondary Education – Linda Emery

· Federal Student Aid – Calvin Thomas

· Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services – Donna Wiesner

· Office of Communications and Outreach- Elaine Quisenberry 

· Office of Planning, Evaluation and Policy Development – Krista Ritacco

· Office of English Language Acquisition – Trinidad Torres-Carrion

· Institute of Education Sciences – Dr. Mark Schneider

· Office of Innovation and Improvement – Stacy Kreppel

· Office of Safe and Drug-Free Schools – Deborah Price

DISCUSSION ITEMS

· Chairman Gonzalez presented a power-point presentation outlining his vision for the Task Force.  (See Attachment 2).

· Executive Director Hall reported on the “mini-summit” on rural education sponsored by the Center on Rural Education in the Office of Vocational and Adult Education.  Held in late September, participants included representatives from eighteen groups and consultants with significant interest in and responsibility for education in rural areas.  Meeting notes will be available, in a few weeks, on the Department’s web site under “rural education”. 

· Chairman Gonzalez presented a charge to the Task Force members (see attachment 3) and distributed a list of actions that each task force member can take to increase the Department’s commitment to our rural constituents.  

NEXT STEPS

· Steve Tisher, Office of Legislation and Congressional Affairs stated that staffers from the office of Senator Michael Enzi (R-WY) had called to ask for a briefing on the Rural Education Task Force.   The briefing is tentatively scheduled for Monday, November 21, 2005.

· Each Task Force member was asked to provide a summary of his/her office’s fiscal resources currently being provided to entities in the rural community (education agencies, institutions, other organizations) via formula or discretionary grants or cooperative agreements.  Executive Director Hall will provide a template to simplify collection of this information.  

The next quarterly Rural Education Task Force meeting is scheduled for January, 2006.  

The Chair, Beto Gonzalez, adjourned the meeting at 11:05 a.m. 

ATTACHMENT 1

Secretary’s Rural Education Task Force

Meeting Agenda

Secretary’s Conference Room, FB-6

October 14, 2005

10:00 a.m. – 11: 00 a.m. 

Opening Remarks




Beto Gonzalez, CHAIR









Acting Assistant Secretary

Office of Vocational and Adult Education

Introduction of Task Force members


Linda Hall, Executive Director

Secretary’s Rural Education Task Force

Purpose of Task Force



Beto Gonzalez

Report on “mini-summit” on Rural Education
Linda Hall

Objectives for Task Force



All

Wrap-up





Beto Gonzalez

ATTACHMENT 2

Acting Assistant Secretary Beto Gonzalez’s Presentation on Vision for Task Force
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Purpose of  Rural Education Task Force

The Secretary’s Rural Education Task Force will:

•

Address ways to improve rural education    

practices in implementing the 

No Child Left     

Behind Act

•

Bring together leaders from key program offices     

in ED to discuss issues facing rural schools and 

how to best address their needs

•

Develop a plan for sustaining ED’s commitment       

to rural America.  
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Task Force Objectives for Fiscal Year 2006

•

Meet at least quarterly

•

Issue an Op

-

Ed piece from Secretary Spellings and other

senior officers, targeted to rural newspapers.

•

Encourage senior officers to visit rural communities

•

Convene a working group (rural educators and task force

members) to explore topics of interest to the rural 

community
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Task Force Objectives for Fiscal Year 2006 (cont.)

•

Develop white paper on opportunities for implementing

No Child Left Behind Act in rural communities.  White 

paper should be supported by evidence

-

based research.

•

Disseminate information to the rural community about the

availability of resources within the Department, such as 

Teacher Initiative.

•

Issue a report to the Secretary at the end of fiscal year 2

006.
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Data and information to consider

•

Forty three percent of the nation’s public schools are in 

rural areas.

•

Nearly one

-

third of America’s school

-

aged children

attend public schools in these communities

•

More than half of all rural students are eligible for 

free or reduced

-

price meals in 11 states.
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States with the highest rural poverty rates

Southeast and Mid

-

South Delta

(Louisiana, Mississippi, Arkansas, and Alabama)

Great Plains

(Oklahoma, North Dakota, and South Dakota)

Central Appalachia 

(Kentucky and West Virginia)

Southwest

(New Mexico and Arizona)

Hawaii and Idaho are also among the states with the poorest

rural population.
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Rural schools face challenges other than poverty

•

Students with disabilities

•

Students who cannot speak English well

•

Minority students

Ø

Racial minorities

Ø

Ethnic minorities
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"Policy makers should turn their attention to the realities

of rural education as it exists in their state....when they 

do, they will find that rural schools and communities 

have strengths on which to build as well as weaknesses 

that must be addressed” 

-

Rachel B. Tompkins, president 

of the Rural School and Community Trust, 2005

No Child Left Behind

provides an unprecedented

amount of flexibility for all schools 

–

including those

in states with rural school districts 

–

to improve student 

performance.
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GAO did a study, released in September 2004 entitled

“No Child Left Behind Act 

–

Additional Assistance and

Research on Effective Strategies Would Help Small

Rural Districts”

Some of the findings:

•

Rural districts may face difficulties in attracting teachers

and those teachers may have limited opportunities to 

attend conferences and training.

•

Rural districts were more likely to report that a large 

enrollment of disadvantaged student created challenges.  

These students may not have the community resources, 

such as libraries and computers, that may be associated

with improved academic performance.
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ED’s response to GAO report

ü

New flexibilities that are intended to assist rural states 

with

meeting student proficiency provisions and implementing

teacher qualification requirements.

ü

Teachers in rural districts are allowed extra time 

–

up to 3

years 

–

to meet teacher qualification requirements.

ü

States can now use a single state test for teachers to 

demonstrate subject matter competency for core academic 

subjects.
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Charge to Rural Education Task Force members

“There are a thousand hacking at the branches of evil to

one who is striking at the root.” 

-

Henry David Thoreau


ATTACHMENT 3

Charge to Rural Education Task Force members

Secretary Spellings feels a strong commitment to our rural schools.  We represent the new coordinating structure for the Department of Education.  Our rural constituents are looking to us for guidance and for assistance in implementing No Child Left Behind. 

How can we show a rural community that we are committed to ensuring that they implement No Child Left Behind?  Listen to their concerns.  On your next trip to a metropolitan area, take the time to visit a rural school district.   Linda Hall, our Executive Director, can work with your staff to help you to incorporate that into your travel schedule.

With the dedication of the various offices represented in this room, this Task Force will be one of the greatest assets of the Department of Education.  

We are supported by the Center for Rural Education in the Office of Vocational and Adult Education, under the leadership of Dr. William Smith.  We also have access to the Department’s research and information from the Institute for Education Science’s National Research Center on Rural Education, housed at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  Dr. Ram Singh is the project leader.  

ATTACHMENT 4

Rural Education Task Force Meeting

Friday, October 14, 2005

Desired Outcomes/Actions

1. Each attendee should commit to visiting schools, institutions, agencies, organizations, etc. in at least four rural counties in four different regions of the country annually.

2. Each attendee should commit to speaking on rural issues at widely attended national meetings at least four times each year.

3. By mid-November, provide an accounting of your office’s fiscal resources currently being provided to rural local education agencies, institutions, and organizations in the form of grants, contracts, and cooperative agreements (directions from the Center for Rural Education to be forthcoming).  Plan to provide periodic updates on new awards to entities in rural areas or serving the needs of rural constituents.

4. Contribute articles and news items to the Center for Rural Education’s newsletter and web site at least quarterly.

5. We will publicize your activities, achievements, and outcomes through our newsletter and Web site throughout the year. 
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               Data and information to consider



		     Forty three percent of the nation’s public schools are in 



      rural areas.



		     Nearly one-third of America’s school-aged children



      attend public schools in these communities



		     More than half of all rural students are eligible for 



      free or reduced-price meals in 11 states.



Why are we here?



What are we talking about when we say “rural America”?
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Rural schools face challenges other than poverty



		      Students with disabilities



		      Students who cannot speak English well





		      Minority students

			Racial minorities

			Ethnic minorities





Rural schools face the same challenges as urban schools.



However, the rural schools are often in isolated, sparsely populated areas.
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GAO did a study, released in September 2004 entitled

“No Child Left Behind Act – Additional Assistance and

Research on Effective Strategies Would Help Small

Rural Districts”



Some of the findings:

		    Rural districts may face difficulties in attracting teachers



     and those teachers may have limited opportunities to 

     attend conferences and training.



		    Rural districts were more likely to report that a large 



     enrollment of disadvantaged student created challenges.  

     These students may not have the community resources, 

     such as libraries and computers, that may be associated

     with improved academic performance.



We wanted to make sure that, as Task Force members, you are aware that the Government Accountability Office has already done a study on the effects of No Child Left Behind on rural schools. 
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   Charge to Rural Education Task Force members







“There are a thousand hacking at the branches of evil to

one who is striking at the root.” - Henry David Thoreau



I want to use one of my favorite quotes as a charge to us, as Task Force members.















Now Linda will tell us a brief report on the “mini-summit” on Rural Education
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Purpose of  Rural Education Task Force



The Secretary’s Rural Education Task Force will:



		     Address ways to improve rural education    



      practices in implementing the No Child Left     

      Behind Act



		     Bring together leaders from key program offices     



      in ED to discuss issues facing rural schools and 

      how to best address their needs



		    Develop a plan for sustaining ED’s commitment       



     to rural America.  







Secretary Spellings has asked me to revitalze this Task Force and ensure that it meets the needs of educators in rural areas.



Our membership reflects the new organization of the Department.  
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                      ED’s response to GAO report



		     New flexibilities that are intended to assist rural states with



        meeting student proficiency provisions and implementing

        teacher qualification requirements.



		     Teachers in rural districts are allowed extra time – up to 3



        years – to meet teacher qualification requirements.



		     States can now use a single state test for teachers to 



        demonstrate subject matter competency for core academic 

        subjects.



The Department has responded to the GAO report
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"Policy makers should turn their attention to the realities

 of rural education as it exists in their state....when they do, they will find that rural schools and communities have strengths on which to build as well as weaknesses that must be addressed” - Rachel B. Tompkins, president of the Rural School and Community Trust, 2005





No Child Left Behind provides an unprecedented

amount of flexibility for all schools – including those

in states with rural school districts – to improve student 

performance.



This quote is from the President of one of the strong advocate groups.



READ QUOTE



We all know that No Child Left Behind can help improve student performance.



Incidentally, Rachel was a participant in a “mini-summit” on rural education held in September.  Linda will give you more details. 
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            States with the highest rural poverty rates

Southeast and Mid-South Delta

(Louisiana, Mississippi, Arkansas, and Alabama)



Great Plains

(Oklahoma, North Dakota, and South Dakota)



Central Appalachia 

(Kentucky and West Virginia)



Southwest

(New Mexico and Arizona)



Hawaii and Idaho are also among the states with the poorest

rural population.
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       Task Force Objectives for Fiscal Year 2006



		     Meet at least quarterly





		     Issue an Op-Ed piece from Secretary Spellings and other



      senior officers, targeted to rural newspapers.



		     Encourage senior officers to visit rural communities





		     Convene a working group (rural educators and task force



      members) to explore topics of interest to the rural 

      community



We have drafted a number of objectives for fiscal year 2006.



This is not an all-inclusive list.  We have time built into to our scheduled to discuss these objectives and to add others that will be relevant to the Department’s mission.
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    Task Force Objectives for Fiscal Year 2006 (cont.)



		     Develop white paper on opportunities for implementing



      No Child Left Behind Act in rural communities.  White 

      paper should be supported by evidence-based research.



		     Disseminate information to the rural community about the



      availability of resources within the Department, such as 

      Teacher Initiative.



		     Issue a report to the Secretary at the end of fiscal year 2006.









Secretary Spellings is expecting a report, detailing the work that we have done this fiscal year.  



We must all be mindful of that as we go through our discussions, finalize our objectives and decide our next steps. 
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Secretary’s Rural Education Task Force

October 14, 2005





OPENING REMARKS 



Good morning



Welcome





I’ll like to introduce Linda Hall, who will be serving as the Executive Director of  the Task Force







Secretary’s Rural Education Task Force



Purpose of  Rural Education Task Force



The Secretary’s Rural Education Task Force will:



		     Address ways to improve rural education    



      practices in implementing the No Child Left     

      Behind Act



		     Bring together leaders from key program offices     



      in ED to discuss issues facing rural schools and 

      how to best address their needs



		    Develop a plan for sustaining ED’s commitment       



     to rural America.  







Secretary Spellings has asked me to revitalze this Task Force and ensure that it meets the needs of educators in rural areas.



Our membership reflects the new organization of the Department.  
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       Task Force Objectives for Fiscal Year 2006



		     Meet at least quarterly





		     Issue an Op-Ed piece from Secretary Spellings and other



      senior officers, targeted to rural newspapers.



		     Encourage senior officers to visit rural communities





		     Convene a working group (rural educators and task force



      members) to explore topics of interest to the rural 

      community



We have drafted a number of objectives for fiscal year 2006.



This is not an all-inclusive list.  We have time built into to our scheduled to discuss these objectives and to add others that will be relevant to the Department’s mission.
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    Task Force Objectives for Fiscal Year 2006 (cont.)



		     Develop white paper on opportunities for implementing



      No Child Left Behind Act in rural communities.  White 

      paper should be supported by evidence-based research.



		     Disseminate information to the rural community about the



      availability of resources within the Department, such as 

      Teacher Initiative.



		     Issue a report to the Secretary at the end of fiscal year 2006.









Secretary Spellings is expecting a report, detailing the work that we have done this fiscal year.  



We must all be mindful of that as we go through our discussions, finalize our objectives and decide our next steps. 
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               Data and information to consider



		     Forty three percent of the nation’s public schools are in 



      rural areas.



		     Nearly one-third of America’s school-aged children



      attend public schools in these communities



		     More than half of all rural students are eligible for 



      free or reduced-price meals in 11 states.



Why are we here?



What are we talking about when we say “rural America”?
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            States with the highest rural poverty rates

Southeast and Mid-South Delta

(Louisiana, Mississippi, Arkansas, and Alabama)



Great Plains

(Oklahoma, North Dakota, and South Dakota)



Central Appalachia 

(Kentucky and West Virginia)



Southwest

(New Mexico and Arizona)



Hawaii and Idaho are also among the states with the poorest

rural population.











Secretary’s Rural Education Task Force



Rural schools face challenges other than poverty



		      Students with disabilities



		      Students who cannot speak English well





		      Minority students

			Racial minorities

			Ethnic minorities





Rural schools face the same challenges as urban schools.



However, the rural schools are often in isolated, sparsely populated areas.
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"Policy makers should turn their attention to the realities

 of rural education as it exists in their state....when they do, they will find that rural schools and communities have strengths on which to build as well as weaknesses that must be addressed” - Rachel B. Tompkins, president of the Rural School and Community Trust, 2005





No Child Left Behind provides an unprecedented

amount of flexibility for all schools – including those

in states with rural school districts – to improve student 

performance.



This quote is from the President of one of the strong advocate groups.



READ QUOTE



We all know that No Child Left Behind can help improve student performance.



Incidentally, Rachel was a participant in a “mini-summit” on rural education held in September.  Linda will give you more details. 
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GAO did a study, released in September 2004 entitled

“No Child Left Behind Act – Additional Assistance and

Research on Effective Strategies Would Help Small

Rural Districts”



Some of the findings:

		    Rural districts may face difficulties in attracting teachers



     and those teachers may have limited opportunities to 

     attend conferences and training.



		    Rural districts were more likely to report that a large 



     enrollment of disadvantaged student created challenges.  

     These students may not have the community resources, 

     such as libraries and computers, that may be associated

     with improved academic performance.



We wanted to make sure that, as Task Force members, you are aware that the Government Accountability Office has already done a study on the effects of No Child Left Behind on rural schools. 







Secretary’s Rural Education Task Force



                      ED’s response to GAO report



		     New flexibilities that are intended to assist rural states with



        meeting student proficiency provisions and implementing

        teacher qualification requirements.



		     Teachers in rural districts are allowed extra time – up to 3



        years – to meet teacher qualification requirements.



		     States can now use a single state test for teachers to 



        demonstrate subject matter competency for core academic 

        subjects.



The Department has responded to the GAO report
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   Charge to Rural Education Task Force members







“There are a thousand hacking at the branches of evil to

one who is striking at the root.” - Henry David Thoreau



I want to use one of my favorite quotes as a charge to us, as Task Force members.















Now Linda will tell us a brief report on the “mini-summit” on Rural Education
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