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MAN INDICTED ON TAX CHARGES

TAMPA – United States Attorney Paul I. Perez and Francine Evans, Acting Special

Agent in Charge of the Tampa Field Office of the Internal Revenue Service Criminal

Investigation, announced today that Randall A. Skelton of Gulfport, Florida has been

indicted for five counts of willfully failing to file income tax returns for the years 1997

through 2001, in violation of 26 U.S.C. § 7203.  Each count carries a maximum sentence

of one year' imprisonment and a fine of $25,000.

U.S. Attorney Paul I. Perez stated, “People should take notice that the government

aggressively prosecutes individuals who file false income tax returns, as well as individuals

who fail to file a return.  Cheating on taxes amounts to stealing from the government and

from people who pay their fair and honest  share.”

“Failing to file a tax return is just as dishonest as filing a false return,” stated

Francine Evans, Acting Special Agent in Charge of IRS Criminal Investigation, Tampa Field

Office.  “IRS Criminal Investigation is the law enforcement arm of the IRS and is committed

to vigorous enforcement of the tax laws.  Maintaining confidence in the fairness of the tax
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system is vital to effective tax administration.”  Acting SAC Evans reminds taxpayers to:

• Avoid preparers who claim they can obtain a larger refund than other

preparers.

• Use a tax professional who signs your return and provides you with a copy.

• Never sign a blank income tax return.

• Remember, you are responsible for what appears on your return; so review

the return, and ask questions if you aren’t sure about the amounts.

This case was investigated by the Internal Revenue Service, Criminal Investigation,

and is being prosecuted by Assistant United States Attorney Jay G. Trezevant.

An indictment is merely a formal charge that a defendant has committed a violation

of the federal criminal laws, and every defendant is presumed innocent unless, and until,

proven guilty.    

 


