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Washington - For the first time since U.S. President George W. Bush and Pakistani 
President Pervez Musharraf agreed to focus on educational cooperation earlier this year, 
key officials from both countries met for a dialogue about programs and priorities. Both 
countries reaffirmed their commitment to improve Pakistan's educational infrastructure, 
train teachers and foster exchanges between universities and research institutions. 

"A civilized, productive, developed society really begins with education," U.S. Secretary 
for Education Margaret Spellings told reporters before the session began. The 
delegations, led by Spellings and Pakistan's minister for education, Javed Ashraf, met at 
the State' Department November 29. 

Introducing the officials, Under Secretary of State R. Nicholas Bums underscored the 
importance of South Asia and Pakistan to the Bush administration: "There is no other 
country in the world more important to the United States when it comes to 
counterterrorism cooperation, and Pakistan has been a valued ally of our country." He 
said the two governments seek to broaden their relationship beyond counterterrorism. The 
United States government has been working hard to "build a multitude of bridges 
between our two countries. And nowhere is that more important than in education. 

"We hope this is going to stimulate discussion between the two governments and our two 
education ministries," and develop "a good partnership between students and academies 
and universities in bdh of our countries," Bums said. 

Spellings remarked on "how similar some of our issues are. . . . We all have work to do 
around literacy . . . on the development of technology and math and science capability." 

Ashraf said Pakistanis have "suffered from poor educational standards and also from 
illiteracy," stressing that this must change. "Otherwise illiterate masses become ready 
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