
News Release ' 

Towards Healthier, Better Educated and Economically 
Empowered Lives for Pakistani Women 

Islamabad, November 28, 2006: Cornn~enlorating the International Day for Elimination 
of Violence Against Wometi (November 25'1, the U.S. Embassy in Pakistan has 
reaffirmed its special commitment to the women of Pakistan by ensuring that they 
directly and continually benefit from all of its ongoing assistance programs in the 
country. 

USAIDPakislan is working to strengthen women's education, health care and economic 
growth, whiIe also providing support to women of the earthquake-affected areas. 
Through various programs in these key sectors, it is helping Pakistani government and 
civil society to make the process of development inclusive of women. These initiatives 
are ensuring that worlien become healthier and betier educated to aspire for social 
consciousness and economic opporlunity that can help them tackle the many prohlems 
they face in their daily lives. 

In Education, USNDIPakistan and the Higher Education Commission (HEC) have 
awarded over 130 need and meril-based scholarships to Pakistani women, helping thern 
receive college degrees in agriculture and business administration. 

Over 5,400 school improvement grants have been awarded in 13 districts across the 
country funding school repa'irs, new construction, new sanitation facilities and wails 
around the school that especially benefit girl students. 

Nearly 500 paren ts-the large majority mothers-have graduated from the USAID- 
funded family literacy program that strengthens literacy eflorts within the family. 
Initiatives, such as the USAID/Pakistan's numerous teacher training programs, have 
increased the availability and quality of women teachers nationwide. 

At 190 primary girls' schools in the Federally Administel-ed Tribal Areas (FATA), 
USAIDtPakistan is also building water systems and new sanitation fhcilities. These steps 
nrill improve the local educational environtnent and allow more girls to attend primary 
sc1100 I. 

Through a nation-wide Health program to improve care for mothers and newborn 
children, USAlD/Pakistan is funding the training of 2000 cotnrnunity midwives fbr 
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