OFFI CI AL MEXI CAN STANDARD
NOM- 003- SCT2/ 1994
CHARACTERI STI CS OF THE LABELS COF
PACKAGES AND PACKAG NGS | NTENDED FOR THE
TRANSPORT OF HAZARDQOUS
MATERI ALS AND WASTES.

1. PURPOSE.

This Oficial Mexican Standard sets forth the characteristics,
di mensi ons, synbols and colors of |abels to be displayed by all
packages and packagi ngs, which | abels identify the risks presented
by the hazardous materials and wastes during their transport and
handl i ng.

2. APPLI CABI LI TY.

This Oficial Mexican Standard applies conpulsorily to the
shi ppers, transporters and consignees of hazardous substances,
materials and wastes which transit through the general |ines of
| and conmuni cati on.

Packages and packagings of hazardous materials transported in
accordance wth the provisions of Standard NOwW 011- SCT2,
"Conditions for the transport of hazardous substances, materials
and wastes in limted quantities,” need not be | abel ed.

3. REFERENCES.

To correctly inplenment this standard, the followng Oficial
Mexi can St andards nust be consul ted:

NOM- 002- SCT2/ 1994 LI STING OF THE MOST COVMONLY TRANSPORTED
HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES AND MATERI ALS.

NOMt 004- SCT2/ 1994 SYSTEM FOR THE | DENTIFI CATION OF UNITS
| NTENDED FOR THE LAND TRANSPORT OF
HAZARDOUS  SUBSTANCES, MATERI ALS  AND
WASTES.

NOMt 010- SCT2/ 1994 COMPATI BI LI TY AND SEGREGATI ON PROVI SI ONS
FOR THE STORAGE AND TRANSPORT OF
HAZARDOUS  SUBSTANCES, MATERI ALS  AND
WASTES.
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CONDI TI ONS FOR THE TRANSPORT OF HAZARDOUS
SUBSTANCES, MATERIALS AND WASTES |IN
LI M TED QUANTI Tl ES. NOM 024- SCT2/ 1994
SPECI FI CATI ONS FOR THE CONSTRUCTI ON AND
RECONSTRUCTI ON, AS WELL AS METHODS OF
TESTI NG OF PACKAGES AND PACKAG NGS FOR
HAZARDOUS  SUBSTANCES, MATERI ALS AND
WASTES.

PACKAGE AND PACKAG NG - SYMBOLS FOR
HANDLI NG, TRANSPORT AND STORAGE.

WH CH SETS FORTH THE CHARACTERI STI CS OF
HAZARDOUS WASTES, PROVI DES A LI STING OF
SAI D HAZARDOUS WASTES, AND ESTABLI SHES
THE LIMTS AT VWHCH A WASTE BECOVES
HAZARDOUS BY VI RTUE OF | TS ENVI RONMENTAL
TOXI CI TY.

WH CH SETS FORTH THE PROCEDURE FOR
DETERM NI NG THE | NCOWPATI BI LI TY BETWEEN
TWO OR MORE WASTES CONSIDERED TO BE
HAZARDOUS UNDER OFFI Cl AL MEXI CAN STANDARD
NOVt CRP- 001- ECOL/ 1993.

4.1 Package.- Any receptacle or vessel in which the product is
contained for the purpose of its distribution or sale.

4.2 Packagi ng. -

Mat eri al which duly surrounds, holds or protects

products already placed into packages, which packagings
facilitate and withstand the storing and transport operations.

4.3 Preponderance. -

anot her.

G eater risk of a substance in relation to

4.4 System of ldentification for Units Intended for the Land

Transport of

gr aphi c vi sual
synbol s, nunbers,
hazardous materia

packagi ng.

Hazardous Materials and Wastes. - A form of

expression involving rhonbuses containing:
letters or texts for identifying the
or waste transported in its package or
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Label .- Any witten, printed or graphic visual or affixed
sign or synbol which indicates, by neans of an interpreting
code, the contents, handling, risk and dangerousness of
hazardous material s and wastes.

Synbol . - A sinple imge which shows in graphic,
easily-interpreted form the nmeaning of the type of risk of
t he hazardous materi al .

CLASSI FI CATI ON.

The synbols used for the identification of risks involved in
the land transport of hazardous Materials and wastes, as
indicated in this Standard, are in accordance wth the
classification set forth in articles 7 through 16 of
Chapter | of Title One of the Regulation regarding the Land
Transport of Hazardous Materials and Wastes.

GENERAL PRI NCI PLES.

Al'l packages and packagi ngs intended to transport hazardous
materi al s or wastes whose net mass or capacity does not exceed
400 kg or 450 liters, respectively, must display an adhesive
or printed | abel or labels (primary or secondary, as the case
may be) making it possible to easily identify, by visua
scanning, the risks associated with the nmaterial or waste
i nsi de the package and packagi ng.

The | abel s have the foll ow ng purposes:

a) To recognize, from the general aspect of their
color, shape and synbol, packages and packagi ngs
hol di ng hazardous material s and wast es;

b) To identify the nature of the potential risk of the
hazardous material or waste by the neans of
synbol s.

The five basic synbols of labels, and their four
secondary synbol s, t oget her W th their
correspondi ng neani ngs, are as foll ows:

BASI C SYMBOLS

- Bonb (expl osi on hazard)
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- Flame (fire hazard)
- Skul | and crossbones (poi soning hazard)

- Schematized trefoil (radioactivity hazard),
and

- Liquids dripping from two test tubes onto
a hand and a netal plate (corrosion hazard)
COVPLEMENTARY SYMBOLS

- Flane over a circle (oxidizers or organic
per oxi des).

- Gas cyl i nder (conpressed non-f | ammabl e,
non-toxi c gases).

- Three crescents over a circle (infectious
subst ances) .

- Seven verti cal stripes (m scel | aneous
hazar dous subst ances).

c) To prevent [sic], in handling and stowi ng of the
materi als by neans of |abel colors, a useful first
orientation [sic] for handling and stowage. [sic]

6.2 Characteristics of | abels.

6. 2.

1

The pl acenment of | abels shall not [be such as to] cover, for
any reason whatsoever, the markings of the package and
packagi ng| . Flurthernore, they nust be close to these
markings [--] 150 nm (6 inches) is the recommended di stance
fromthe markings[. L]ikew se, the | abels shall be placed on
both visible side faces of the package and packaging or
[ out si de] cont ai ner.

They nust be square, with mninmum side dinmensions of
100 mm x 100 mm except in the case of the packages and
packagings with dinmensions such that they can only
di splay smal l er | abels wth opposite vertices in verti cal
position in the formof a dianond or rhonbus, with a line
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of the sanme color as the synbol, at 5 nmfromthe outer
edge and parallel to it (see Figure No. 1).

The |abels are divided into two halves. Wth the
exception of Divisions 1.4, 1.5 and 1.6, the upper half
of the label is reserved for the synbol and the | ower
half for the <class or division nunber and, if
appropriate, the conpatibility group letter. The text
corresponding to the risk is optional.
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Except in the case of Divisions 1.4, 1.5 and 1.6, |abels
for Class 1 show, in their lower half, the division
nunmber and conpatibility group letter of the substance.
Labels for Divisions 1.4, 1.5 and 1.6 show, in their
upper hal f, the division nunber, and in their | ower half,
the conpatibility group letter. For Division 1.4,
Conpatibility Goup "S", no | abel whatsoever is required.

In the case of primary risk labels for Cass 5, the
di vi sion nunber of the substance must be shown in the

bottom corner of the label. For all other primary risk
| abel s, the class nunber of the substance shall be
indicated in the bottomcorner of the |abel. Mbdels of

the primary risk | abels corresponding to each class are
illustrated in Annex No. 2.

Bl ank spaces in the text that appear in the | ower half of
the | abels for Cass 7 substances nust be conpleted with
the indicated data before the products are transport ed.

Enpty Class 7 receptacles which are transported nust be
identified with a | abel showi ng the nanme of "Enpty", as
isindicated in Figure 3[;] its dinensions nmust be 135 mm
per side or it nmust be fully proportional to the size of
t he package and packagi ng.

On | abel s which do not correspond to Cl ass 7 substances,
the space | ocated bel ow the synbol nust not show, apart
fromthe class or division nunber, any text other than
the indications regarding the nature of the risk and
precautions to be taken in handling.

The synbols, texts and nunbers nust be printed in black
in all |abels, except:

a) the Class 8 labels, where the text (if any) and
cl ass nunber nust appear in white, and

b) | abels with an entirely green, red or blue
background, where they may be shown in white.
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Al'l | abels nust be highly resistant so as not to becone
substantially discolored or msshaped during norma
usage, in order to avoid the deterioration of the
information contained in said |abels.

Labels nust be affixed onto a surface of a color
contrasting with the color of said |abels.

As regards gas cylinders or bottles containing
Cl ass 2 gases, and considering their shape, as well as
their position and their securing devices during
transport, the | abels may be, w thout departing fromthe
nodel s described in this Standard, of a reduced size in
the appropriate proportion, and they shall be affixed in
the non-cylindrical part (in the shoulder) of said
bottl es.

Pl acenent of the | abels shall not [be such as to] cover,
for any reason whatsoever, the markings of the package

and packagi ng] . Flurthernore, they nust be close to
these markings, for which 150 mm (6 inches) is the
reconmended di st ance. Li kewi se, the |abels shall be

pl aced on both visible side faces of the package and
packagi ng or [outside] container.

Secondary Ri sk Label s

1

When a substance or material presents nore than one najor
risk (for exanple, afire risk and a poisoning risk), the
package and packagi ng shall display, in addition to the
| abel corresponding to the primary ri sk, secondary | abel s
i ndicating the maj or secondary ri sks.

The | abel s shall at all tines correspond to the hazardous
material or waste to be transported.

When these are substances which are included by nane in
Oficial Mexican Standard NOW 002-SCT2, it shall be
necessary to affix a label indicating the risk referred
to in the "class or division" columm, and a secondary
risk |abel indicating the risk to which it belongs with
a class or division nunber [mssing words] is referredto
in the secondary risk col um.
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In the specific case of class 2 substances which neets
[sic] the definition of nore than one class which is not
expressly nmentioned i n Standard NOM 002- SCT2, the primary
risk class of the substances nust be determned in
accordance with Table No. 4 which presents the order of
preponderance of the risk characteristics. |In addition
to the label required for that primary risk class, the
package and packaging nust display the corresponding
secondary risk labels in accordance with Figure No. 4.

For Class 8 substances, no Division 6.1 secondary risk
| abel is required, if their toxicity arises solely from
the destructive effect on live tissues. For substances
of Division 4.2, no Division 4.1 secondary risk |label is
required.

Provi ded that the package and packagi ng displ ays | abels
indicating the secondary risk, only the package and
packaging [sic] which identifies the primary risk of the
subst ances nust show, in its |ower vertex, the class or
di vi si on nunber, as appropriate, while the packages and
packagi ngs which identify the secondary risks nust not
show any divi si on nunber or class what soever.

For Cass 2, three (3) different I|abels have been
provi ded: one for flamuabl e gases of Division 2.1 (red),
anot her for non-toxic, non-flanmable gases of D vision
2.2 (green), and another for toxic gases of Division 2.3
(white).

VWere the |ist of hazardous substances indicates that
a Cass 2 gas offers one or several secondary risks, the
| abel s indicated in Table 1 shall be used. 1In all cases,
the primary risk | abel indicated in the third col um of
said table nust be adjusted to the nodels reproduced in
Fi gure No. 2.
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Di vi si on Secondary ri sk(s) Primary risk Secondary ri sk
indicated in | abel (with | abel (s)
St andard Class 2 nunber in
NOW 002- SCT2/ 1994 | ower corner)
2.1 None 2.1 None
2.2 None 2.2 None
5.1 2.2 5
2.3 None 2.3 None
2.5 2.3 3
5.1 2.3 5
5.1, 8 2.3 5 8
8 2.3 8
2.1, 8 2.3 3, 8

6.4

Label ling for handling and storing.

The previous specifications essentially refer to | abels which
i ndi cate risks. However, the packages and packagi ngs nmay
display, if appropriate, additional | abels with other nmarks or
synbol s indicating the precautions to be taken in handling or
storing a package or packaging (for exanple, a synbol
representing an unbrella to indicate that the package or
packagi ng nust be kept dry), handling | abel for orienting the
package and packagi ng. These | abels, as well as their synbol s
and captions, must [conform to] the provisions of Oficia
Mexi can Standard NOW EE-59 now in force.

6.5 Labels for m xed and consol i dat ed packages and packagi ngs.
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M xed Packages and Packagi ngs. - When packing and
packagi ng hazardous materials and wastes which are
conpati ble, but which fall under different classes of
hazard, within the same package or wthin the sane
out si de contai ner or overpack[, said] package, outside
container or overpack shall display the wvarious
correspondi ng primary and secondary | abels[;] that is, it
must be | abeled as required for each class of hazardous
mat eri al contai ned therein.

Consol i dat ed Packagi ng.- Wen two or nore packages and
packagi ngs contai ning a conpati bl e hazardous materi al or
waste are placed within the sane outside container or
over pack, the outside container or overpack nust be
| abel ed as required for each class of hazardous materi al
cont ai ned therein.



