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SURVEY OF I N C O M E  AND PROGRAM PARTICIPATION UPDATE 

BACKGROUND 

The Survey of Income and Program P a r t i c i p a t i o n  (SIPP) i s  a  r o t a t i n g  panel  
survey, w i t h  a  new panel begun each year .  Each person i n  t h e  SIPP sample i s  
i n t e r v i e w e d  a t  f o u r  month i n t e r v a l s  f o r  2 - l / 2  years.  A general  i n t r o d u c t i o n  
t o  t h e  SIPP i s  found i n  Nelson, McMil len,  and Kasprzyk (1985). Th is  paper 
descr ibes  t h e  des ign  f ea tu res ,  survey content ,  and o p e r a t i o n a l  procedures,  
and i s  a v a i l a b l e  th rough  t h e  Popu la t i on  D i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  Census Bureau. 

The SIPP program has been an agenda i t e m  f o r  Census Bureau Adv iso ry  Committees 
severa l  t imes  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  f o u r  years ,  t h e  l a s t  be ing  i n  A p r i l  1986. The 
paper prepared f o r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  be fo re  t h e  Census Adv iso ry  Comni t t e e  o f  t h e  
American S t a t i s t i c a l  Assoc ia t i on  and t h e  Census Adv isory  Committee on Popul- 
a t i o n  S t a t i s t i c s  p rov i ded  an o v e r a l l  program rev iew a t  t h e  t i m e  and i s  a v a i l -  
a b l e  f rom t h e  Popu la t i on  D i v i s i o n  (Kasprzyk and H e r r i o t ,  1986). Th is  update 
t o  t h e  program a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  cover :  

1. da ta  c o l l e c t i o n ;  
2 .  changes t o  co re  data:  1988 Panel ; 
3. a n a l y s i s  and p roduc ts  a t  t h e  Census Bureau; 
4. a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t e d  t o  users  needs; 
5 .  l i a i s o n  w i t h  t h e  research community; 
6. research and e v a l u a t i o n  sponsored by t h e  Census Bureau; 
7. research and e v a l u a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  Census Bureau; and 
8. o t h e r  p r o j e c t s .  

Data C o l l e c t i o n  

The SIPP has c o l l e c t e d  da ta  con t i nuous l y  s i nce  October 1983. New panels 
(samples) a re  i n t r oduced  each year .  The sample s i z e s  f o r  t h e  1984, 1985, 
and 1986 Panels r e s p e c t i v e l y  , were approx imate ly  20,000 i n t e r v i e w e d  households, 
14,500 i n t e r v i e w e d  households, and 12,100 i n t e r v i e w e d  households, a t  t h e  t i m e  
of  t h e  f i r s t  i n t e r v i e w .  The 1987 and 1988 Panels each have about 12,000 house- 
ho lds  assigned f o r  i n t e r v i e w .  The r e d u c t i o n  i n  sample s i z e  occur red  because 
t h e  SIPP f i n a l  base budget a l l o c a t i o n  was l e s s  t han  what had been requested. 

Data on income, l a b o r  f o r c e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  and program p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a r e  
c o l l e c t e d  a t  each i n t e r v i e w  and cons idered t o  be t h e  "core"  da ta  from t h e  
SIPP. Another s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  SIPP q u e s t i o n n a i r e  c o n s i s t s  o f  v a r i o u s  supple-  
ments o r  t o p i c a l  modules; t hese  s e t s  o f  ques t ions  a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  waves f o l l ow -  
i n g  t h e  i n i t i a l  i n t e r v i e w .  A .  SIPP I n fo rma t i ona l  Book le t  which p rov i des  a l l  
t h e  ques t i onna i r es  used i n  t h e  1984 Panel i s  a v a i l a b l e  f r om  t h e  Popu la t i on  
D i v i s i o n .  A  l i s t  o f  t o p i c s  i n c l u d e d  i n  SIPP t o p i c a l  modules f o r  each o f  t h e  
Panels i s  found i n  at tachment 1. A t  t h i s  t ime,  October 1987, we a r e  c o l l e c t -  
i n g  da ta  f o r  Wave 6  o f  t h e  1986 Panel and Wave 3  o f  t h e  1987 Panel ; i n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  t h e  co re  data,  t o p i c a l  module da ta  a re  be ing  c o l l e c t e d  on c h i l d  c a r e  ar range-  
ments, c h i l d  suppor t  agreements, suppor t  f o r  non-household members, wo rk - re l a ted  
expenses, hous ing cos t s  and energy usage. 

A SIPP Na t i ona l  Telephone I n t e r v i e w  t e s t  was conducted across a l l  r e g i o n a l  
o f f i c e s  f r om  August-November 1986 and February -Apr i l  1987. The purpose of 
t h e  t e s t  was t o  assess t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  te lephone  i n t e r v i e w i n g  on survey cos t s  
and on da ta  q u a l i t y  i n  t h e  SIPP. The sample i n c l u d e s  h a l f  o f  t h e  households 



designated f o r  i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  t h e  months o f  t h e  t e s t .  One h a l f  t h e  sample 
d u r i n g  t h e  February-Apr i  1  p e r i o d  was i n t e r v i e w e d  by phone i n  t h e  p rev i ous  
i n t e r v i e w  per iod .  Consequently, we may be a b l e  t o  assess t h e  e f f ec t s  o f  con- 
s e c u t i  ve wave te lephone  i n t e r v i e w i n g .  Some p r e l  im ina ry  r e s u l t s  were presented 
a t  t h e  American S t a t i s t i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Conference on Telephone 
Survey Method01 ogy, November 8-11, 1987 (Gbur and Durant , 1987). 

I n t e r e s t  i n  employer c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  h e a l t h  insurance  p lans ,  r e t i r emen t  p lans  
and l i f e  insurance  p lans  have become an impo r tan t  focus  of n a t i o n a l  a t t e n t i o n ,  
A smal l  s tudy t o  determine t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  o b t a i n i n g  t h e  amount o f  t h e  
empl oyer  and employees ' c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  h e a l t h  insurance,  pens ion and 1  i f e  
insurance  p lans  was conducted i n  one h a l f  o f  t h e  l a s t  r o t a t i o n  group o f  t h e  
1985 Panel. I n  t h i s  f e a s i b i l i t y  s tudy,  a  s h o r t  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  on t h e  t o p i c s  
above was sent  t o  t h e  employers o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  survey upon a u t h o r i z a t i o n  
from t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  respondent. The a n a l y s i s  w i  11 cen te r  around respondent 
coope ra t i  on i n  s i g n i n g  re leases ,  response r a t e s  of employers, and costs .  

With t h e  suppor t  and u r g i n g  of t h e  American S t a t i s t i c a l  Assoc ia t i on ' s  Survey 
Research Methods Sect ion /Soc i  a1 Sciences Research Counci 1 ' s  Working Group on 
t h e  Technica l  Aspects o f  t h e  SIPP, t h e  Census Bureau developed a  "respondent 
d e b r i e f i n g "  form t o  detenmi ne how t h e  respondents pe rce i ve  t h e  SIPP program. 
In fo rmat ion  on respondents pe rcep t i ons  o f  t h e  survey, t h e i r  use of records,  
and c l a r i t y  of ques t ions  asked was c o l l e c t e d  as p a r t  o f  t h e  SIPP r e i n t e r v i e w  
program f o r  t h e  l a s t  i n t e r v i e w  of t h e  1985 Panel. 

SIPP household non in te r v i ew  r a t e s  and sample l o s s  a re  p rov i ded  i n  t a b l e  1 of 
a t tachment  2 .  This  t a b l e  p rov i des  cumula t i ve  Type A and Type D  nonresponse 
r a t e s  and t h e  cumula t i ve  sample l o s s  f o r  t h e  1984, 1985, and 1986 Panels. 
Type A non in te rv iews  c o n s i s t  o f  households occupied by persons e l i g i b l e  f o r  
i n t e r v i e w  and f o r  whom a  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  would have been f i l l e d  i f  an i n t e r v i e w  
had been obta ined.  Reasons f o r  Type A non in te rv iews  i n c l u d e :  no one a t  home 
i n  s p i t e  o f  repeated v i s i t s ,  t e m p o r a r i l y  absent d u r i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  i n t e r v i e w  
p e r i o d ,  r e f u s a l ,  and unable  t o  l o c a t e  a  sample u n i t .  Type D non in te rv iews  
c o n s i s t  o f  households o f  o r i g i n a l  sample persons who a re  l i v i n g  a t  an unknown 
new address o r  a t  an address l o c a t e d  more t h a n  100 m i l e s  from t h e  SIPP PSU, 
p rov i ded  a  te lephone i n t e r v i e w  i s  n o t  conducted. 

Another way t o  view nonresponse r a t e s  i n  t h e  SIPP i s  t o  l o o k  a t  them on a  
"person" bas i s  r a t h e r  t han  a  "household" bas is ;  t h a t  i s ,  cons ide r  sample l o s s  
i n  terms o f  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  numbers o f  i n i t i a l 1  i n t e r v i e w e d  sample p e r -  
sons over  t h e  t i m e  t hose  persons were e l i g i b  + e  o r  i n t e r v i e w .  Table 2  i n  
a t tachment  2 e x h i b i t s  p a t t e r n s  o f  response/nonresponse f o r  e i g h t  i n t e r v i e w s  
of t h e  1984 Panel. The dominant m i ss i ng  da ta  p a t t e r n s ,  as w e l l  as t h e  most 
e a s i l y  c l a s s i f i a b l e ,  a r e  t h e  a t t r i t i o n  pa t t e rns .  These a r e  t h e  cases where 
once t h e y  l eave  t h e  sample, t hey  do no t  r e tu rn .  The seven a t t r i t i o n  p a t t e r n s  
i n  t h e  t a b l e  i n c l u d e  18.5% o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  sample cohor t .  The rema in ing  248 
p a t t e r n s  o f  response which i n c l u d e  a t  l e a s t  one wave of nonresponse account 
f o r  8.5% of t h e  o r i g i n a l  sample. 

Another way of summarizing t hese  response p a t t e r n s  i s  t o  cons ider  t h e  number of 
i n t e r v i e w s  m iss i ng  f o r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  sample coho r t  o f  t h e  1984 Panel. Table  3 
p rov i des  t h i s  summary and shows t h a t  cases m iss i ng  one o r  two i n t e r v i e w s  rep res -  
e n t  about 9% o f  a l l  cases. 



One approach t o  improv ing  response r a t e s  i s  t o  o f f e r  respondents some form of 
compensation o r  t a n g i b l e  i n c e n t i v e  f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  survey. I n  t h e  
f i r s t  wave of t h e  1987 Panel (2900 households d i s t r i b u t e d  n a t i o n a l l y )  we gave 
a smal l  g i f t ,  a s o l a r  powered c a l c u l a t o r  w i t h  t h e  Census Bureau logo,  t o  one 
r o t a t i o n  group; t h e  rema in ing  t h r e e  r o t a t i o n  groups were used as t h e  c o n t r o l  
group. We w i l l  mon i t o r  response r a t e s  o f  these  r o t a t i o n  groups d u r i n g  t h e  
panel  t o  de tenn ine  whether t h i s  g i f t  makes a measurable d i f f e r e n c e  i n  coopera- 
t i o n  over  t h e  panel .  I n t e r v i e w e r s  commented t h a t  t h e  respondents seemed t o  
1 i ke t h e  c a l c u l a t o r s  and rece i ved  them we1 1 ; t h e  household nonresponse r a t e  
f o r  t h e  month i n  which t h e  respondents r ece i ved  t h e  c a l c u l a t o r  was 5.9%; t h e  
o t h e r  t h r e e  r o t a t i o n  groups had household nonresponse r a t e s  of 6.7%, 6.9%, 
and 7.1%. 

Changes To Core Data: 1988 Panel 

R e l a t i v e l y  minor  changes t o  t h e  co re  da ta  have taken  p l ace  i n  each SIPP Panel 
s i n c e  1984. For t h e  1988 SIPP Panel, t h e  Census Bureau c o l l e c t e d  suggest ions 
f o r  changes t o  t h e  co re  da ta  f rom Federa l  agencies t h a t  use SIPP data.  Pro- 
posa ls  f o r  change r e q u i r e d  an a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  da ta  which i l l u s t r a t e d  t h e  
inadequacy o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  da ta  o r  a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  a n a l y s i s  f a c i l i t a t e d  
by t h e  proposed changes. 

Many o f  t h e  p roposa ls  were adopted. Some proposa ls  were ve ry  minor,  r e q u i r i n g  
smal l  wording o r  fo rmat  changes, o the rs  were more s u b s t a n t i a l  ; f o r  example, 
t h e  h e a l t h  insurance ques t ions  have been r e w r i t t e n .  The r e v i s e d  co re  da ta  
q u e s t i o n n a i r e  f o r  t h e  1988 Panel i s  now a v a i l a b l e  f rom t h e  Demographic Surveys 
D i v i s i o n .  

The 1987 Panel has an open t o p i c a l  module i n  Wave 6 (data t o  be c o l l e c t e d  i n  
October 1988-January 1989);  s i m i l a r l y  Wave 3 o f  t h e  1988 Panel, c o l l e c t e d  a t  
t h e  same t ime,  has an open t o p i c a l  module. Th i s  module has been l e f t  open 
t o  s a t i s f y  spec ia l  programmatic needs o f  Federal  agencies. The con ten t  o f  
t h e  module w i l l  be determined t h i s  f a l l  i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  an in te ragency  
adv i so r y  group formed f o r  t h i s  purpose. 

Ana l ys i s  and Products a t  t h e  Census Bureau 

Ana lys is  of SIPP proceeds a long  severa l  d imensions a t  t h e  Census Bureau. The 
Cur ren t  Popul a t  i o n  Repor ts ,  Househol d Economi c Stud ies,  Se r i es  P-70 i s t h e  
~ r i n c i ~ a l  v e h i c l e  f o r  t h e  r e l ease  o f  SIPP da ta  i n  p r i n t e d  form. Dur ing  t h e  
l a s t  n i n e  months t h e  r e p o r t s  have emphasized analyses u s i n g  da ta  c o l l e c t e d  i n  
t h e  t o p i c a l  modules: 

1. D i s a b i l i t y ,  Func t i ona l  L i m i t a t i o n ,  and Hea l t h  Insurance Coverage: 
1984/ 1985--Seri es P-70, No. 8. 

2. Who's Mind ing t h e  K ids?  C h i l d  Care Arrangements: Win te r  1984-85-0 
Se r i es  P-70, No. 9. 

3. Ma1 e-Femal e D i f f e r e n c e s  i n  Work Exper ience, Occupation, and Earn ings : 
1984--Series P-70, No. 10. 



4. What's It Worth? Educa t iona l  Background and Economic S ta tus  : 
Sp r i ng  1984--Ser ies P-70, No. 11. 

5. Pension Coverage and Ret i rement  B e n e f i t s  Ser ies  P-70, No. 12. 

Pub l i c -use  mic roda ta  f i l e s ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  unaggregated records  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  
survey respondents ( p r o t e c t e d  f o r  c o n f i d e n t  i a1 i t y  ) , a re  re1  eased t o  t h e  pub1 i c. 
F i l e s  c o n t a i n i n g  c o r e  da ta  c o l l e c t e d  i n  - each wave o f  t h e  1984 Panel a re  now 
ava i  1  ab le  under two f o rma ts :  r e l a t i o n a l  and rec tangu la r .  F i l e s  c o n t a i n i n g  bo th  
co re  da ta  and t o p i c a l  module da ta  f rom t h e  1984 Panel a r e  a v a i l a b l e  from t h e  
Census Bureau's Data User Serv ices D i v i s i o n  i n  r e c t a n g u l a r  fo rmat  f o r  t h e  
f o l l  owi ng waves : 

1. Wave 3--data on h e a l t h  and d i s a b i l i t y ,  work h i s t o r y ,  and 
educa t ion  h i  s t o r y ;  

2. Wave 4- -assets ,  1  i a b i  1  i t i e s ,  pension p l a n  coverage, c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
o f  j o b  f r om  which r e t i  red,  r e t i r e m e n t  p lans  and expec ta t ions ,  
hous ing cos t s  and c o n d i t i o n s ,  and energy usage; 

3. Wave 5--chi  1  d  ca re  arrangements and expenses, we1 f a r e  h i  s t o r y ,  c h i  1  d  
suppor t ,  suppor t  f o r  non-househol d  members, reasons f o r  n o t  working, 
r e s e r v a t i o n  wage, and work - re la ted  expenses; 

4. Wave 7- -assets ,  l i a b i l i t i e s ,  and pens ion p l a n  coverage update. 

Waves 6 and 9 c o v e r i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  on annual income, taxes ,  employee bene f i t s ,  
educa t i ona l  f i nanci  ng and e n r o l  lment w i  11 be re1  eased s h o r t l y  as research f i 1  es 
th rough  t h e  Popu la t i on  D i v i s i o n .  Nonresponse and da ta  qual  i t y  concerns have 
l e d  us t o  a  somewhat more r e s t r i c t i v e  re lease .  

The t o p i c a l  modules i n  Wave 8  cove r i ng  m a r i t a l  h i s t o r y ,  f e r t i l i t y  h i s t o r y ,  
m i g r a t i o n  h i s t o r y ,  household r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  suppor t  f o r  non-household members, 
and wo rk - re l a ted  expenses, w i l l  be re leased  i n  February 1988. 

Core da ta  from t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  waves o f  t h e  1985 Panel a r e  scheduled f o r  r e l ease  
by t h e  end o f  t h e  year .  

A l o n g i t u d i n a l  research  f i l e  o f  SIPP observa t ions  a t  t h r e e  p o i n t s  i n  t i m e  has 
been c rea ted  i n  o rde r  t o  b e t t e r  understand t h e  mul t i -wave da ta  c o l l e c t e d  i n  t h e  
SIPP. Th i s  f i l e  was c rea ted  by deve lop ing  a  da ta  p rocess ing  system t h a t  l i n k s  
mu1 t i p l e  waves o f  t h e  1984 Panel, e d i t s  t h e  demographic and economic da ta  f o r  
cons is tency  over  t ime ,  and ass igns  we igh ts  u s e f u l  f o r  l o n g i t u d i n a l  - t ype  eva lu -  
a t i ons .  The f i l e  con ta i ns  t h e  f i r s t  t w e l v e  months o f  survey observa t ions  f o r  
i n d i v i d u a l s  a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  sample address, The f i l e  i s  a v a i l a b l e  th rough  t h e  
P o p u l a t i o n  D i v i s i o n  as a  1  imi ted-access research  f i l e  because t h e  qual  i t y  of 
t h e  l o n g i t u d i n a l  e d i t s ,  impu ta t i ons  and es t ima tes  has y e t  t o  be t ho rough l y  
assessed. 

Under c o n t r a c t  t o  t h e  Food and N u t r i t i o n  Service/USDA, t h e  Popu la t i on  Di  v i s i o n  
has developed an expanded l o n g i t u d i n a l  research  f i l e  i n c l u d i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  c ross -  
s e c t i o n a l  v a r i a b l e s  and recodes. The f i l e  w i l l  be made a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  
a f t e r  t h e  FNS has v e r i f i e d  t h a t  t h e i r  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  have been implemented 
c o r r e c t l y .  



A f u l l  panel f i l e  i s  now under development by t h e  Popu la t ion ,  Demographic 
Surveys, and S t a t i s t i c a l  Methods D i v i s i o n s .  This f i l e  combines da ta  f rom e i g h t  
SIPP I n te r v i ews .  Demographic and economic e d i t s  w i l l  b u i l d  on t h e  work i n v o l v e d  
i n  c r e a t i n g  t h e  twe l ve  month f i l e .  Th is  f i l e  w i l l  be a  l im i ted -access  research 
f i l e ;  i t  w i l l  have t h e  same re l ease  p o l i c y  as t h e  t h r e e  i n t e r v i e w  research f i l e  
and w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  Spr ing  o f  1988. 

F i n a l l y  , Census s t a f f  have been a c t i v e  i n  p resen t i ng  f i n d i n g s  a t  p ro fess iona l  
meet ings;  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  papers have been presented on SIPP a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
p ro fess i ona l  meet i  ngs: 1)  American S t a t i s t i c a l  Assoc ia t i on  (1983-1987) ; 
2)  Popu la t i on  Assoc ia t i on  o f  America (1986) ; 3) American Assoc ia t i on  o f  Pub1 i c  
Op in ion  Research (1986) ; 4 )  American Economic A s s o c i a t i  on (1985-1987) ; and 
5)  Census Bureau I s  Annual Research Conference (1985-1987). 

A l i s t i n g  o f  t h e  SIPP Working Papers i s  a v a i l a b l e  th rough  t h e  Popu la t ion  
D i v i s i o n .  

A c t i v i t i e s  Re la ted  t o  Users Needs 

Census s t a f f  have been a c t i v e  i n  conduc t ing  workshops f o r  users  and p o t e n t i a l  
users  of t h e  SIPP data.  We have developed a  one week workshop h e l d  as p a r t  
o f  t h e  I n t e r - U n i  v e r s i  t y  Consort ium f o r  Pol i t i c a l  and Soc ia l  Research (ICPSR) 
Summer T r a i n i n g  Program i n  Q u a n t i t a t i v e  Hethods o f  Soc ia l  Research. The 
Workshops have been h e l d  i n  1985, 1986, and 1987. 

Census has p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  and f i n a n c i a l  l y  supported a  conference t h i s  summer 
on t h e  use o f  S I P P  da ta  t o  s tudy t h e  s t a t u s  o f  m i n o r i t i e s .  Reynolds F a r l e y  
(Popul a t  i on Stud ies Center lUni  v e r s i  t y  o f  M i  c h i  gan) o rgan ized  a  conference 
which was h e l d  w i t h  t h e  coopera t ion  and suppor t  o f  t h e  Soc ia l  Science Research 
Counci 1 ' s  Committee on t h e  SIPP, and t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wiscons in 's  SIPP ACCESS 
f a c i l i t y .  The l a t t e r  i s  a  Na t i ona l  Science Foundat ion p r o j e c t  which he lps  
p r o v i d e  access t o  SIPP and i t s  predecessor,  t h e  Income Survey Development 
Program, t o  researchers ,  ana l ys t s  and p o l i c y  makers. As a  r e s u l t  of t h i s  
conference, SIPP ACCESS i s  p r e p a r i n g  an e x t r a c t  f i l e  o f  SIPP da ta  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  
t h e  a n a l y s i s  of da ta  f o r  m i n o r i t y  groups. 

Census s t a f f  have a l s o  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  workshops o f f e r e d  by SIPP ACCESS a t  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin t o  i n t r o d u c e  researchers  t o  t h e  SIPP and t h e  da ta  base 
management system i n  which t h e  da ta  r e s i d e ;  workshops have been h e l d  t h i s  yea r  
i n  February,  May and October. 

As more a n a l y s t s  use t h e  SIPP data,  t h e  need f o r  means t o  i n f o r m a l l y  d iscuss  
problems and s o l u t i o n s  i n  u s i n g  SIPP have become apparent.  I n  response t o  
t h i s  need, Census s t a f f  have organized and c h a i r  a  Washington, D.C. SIPP Users '  
Group. The group meets eve ry  4-6 weeks and t y p i c a l l y  d iscusses new f i n d i n g s ,  
da ta  problems, e t c .  

A SIPP Users Guide was d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  Ju l y .  It con ta i ns  chap te rs  on t h e  o r i g i n  
and development o f  t h e  SIPP, t h e  survey design, survey con ten t ,  concepts and 
procedures f o r  l i n k i n g  waves, and assess ing t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of t h e  SIPP data.  
The Users Guide i s  a v a i l a b l e  th rough  t h e  Data Users Se rv i ce  D i v i s i o n .  



L i a i s o n  w i t h  t h e  Research Community 

Census s t a f f  a c t i v e l y  p a r t i c i p a t e  and a s s i s t  i n  t h e  work of two committees 
s p e c i f i  c a l  l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  des ign,  methodolog ica l  i ssues ,  and con ten t  o f  
t h e  SIPP. F i r s t ,  t h e  Soc ia l  Science Research Counci l  (SSRC) Committee on t h e  
SIPP, sponsored by a  g r a n t  from t h e  Na t i ona l  Science Foundat ion,  has developed 
workshops and symposia, and have encouraged ana l ys t s  t o  r e f l e c t  on whether 
SIPP da ta  meet t h e i r  needs. The Committee has been h e l p f u l  i n  expanding t h e  
research  community's know1 edge o f  SIPP and has he lped i n  c l a r i f y i n g  con ten t  
i ssues  f o r  S I P P .  Recen t l y  Census s t a f f  have worked w i t h  t h i s  committee t o  
o rgan ize  a  conference t o  be h e l d  i n  March 1988, t e n t a t i v e l y  c a l l e d ,  " I n d i v i d u a l s  
and Fami 1  i e s  i n  T r a n s i t i o n s :  Unders tanding Change th rough  L o n g i t u d i n a l  Data," 
Sessions a t  t h e  Conference w i l l  i n c l u d e  papers which use da ta  from t h e  SIPP, 
t h e  Panel Study o f  Income Dynamics, and o t h e r  l o n g i t u d i n a l  da ta  sets .  Topics 
covered i n  t h e  conference i n c l u d e  t h e  dynamics o f  we1 1  -being, t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
between changes i n  f a m i l y  compos i t i on  and economic cond i t i ons ,  t h e  dynamics o f  
means-tested income r e c i p i e n c y ,  and employment t r a n s i t i o n s .  

The second group w i t h  which Census s t a f f  a c t i v e l y  work i s  c a l l e d  t h e  American 
S t a t i s t i c a l  Assoc ia t i on  Survey Research Methods Sect ion/Soc i  a1 Science Research 
Counci l  Working Group on t h e  Technica l  Aspects o f  t h e  SIPP. Th is  Working Group 
was o rgan ized  l a s t  yea r  as a  r e s u l t  o f  d i s cuss ions  h e l d  a t  t h e  A p r i l  1986 Census 
Adv isory  Committee meet ings.  I n  t h e  meet ings h e l d  t hus  f a r ,  t h e  group has 
d iscussed  and commented on SIPP research  and e v a l u a t i o n  p r o j e c t s .  

A 1  i s t  of members o f  each committee can be ob ta ined  f rom t h e  Popu la t i on  D i v i s i o n .  

Research and Eva lua t i on  Sponsored by t h e  Census Bureau 

Two J o i n t  S t a t i s t i c a l  Agreements (SSA) a re  i n  e f f e c t  w i t h  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Michigan. The f i r s t  JSA i s  w i t h  t h e  Survey Research Cen te r /Un i ve r s i t y  of 
Michigan. It i s  t i t l e d  "Measuring Gross Change i n  Panel Surveys." The s tudy 
focuses on t h e  problems o f  measur ing gross change i n  panel surveys. The Survey 
Research Center i s  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  d iscrepancy between month- 
to-month changes r e p o r t e d  when t h e  vonths a re  i n  t h e  same wave o f  t h e  panel 
vs. i n  d i f f e r e n t  waves. Wi th  Panel Study o f  Income Dynamics (PSID) da ta  and 
w i t h  da ta  c o l l e c t e d  i n  t h e  1984 Panel ,  they  a re  a l s o  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  
d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  r e p o r t s  f o r  t h e  i d e n t i c a l  month between t h e  two waves of da ta  
c o l l e c t i o n .  See t h e  paper "Response E r r o r s  around t h e  Seam: Ana lys is  of 
Change I n  A Panel w i t h  Over lapp ing  Reference Periods," by Dan ie l  H i1  1, prepared 
f o r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  a t  t h e  1987 meet ings o f  t h e  American S t a t i s t i c a l  Assoc ia t ion .  
The p r i n c i p a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  a r e  Dan ie l  H i l l  and Graham Kalton. 

The second JSA i s  w i t h  t h e  Popu la t i on  S tud ies  Cen te r /Un ive rs i  t y  o f  Michigan. 
It i s  t i t l e d  "An Ana l ys i s  o f  Data f o r  B lacks i n  t h e  1984 SIPP L o n g i t u d i n a l  
F i l e . "  The s p e c i f i c  o b j e c t i v e s  a re  t o  desc r i be  t h e  p o p y l a t i o n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
by race  i n  t h i s  SIPP panel  sample; t o  compare t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  sample 
t o  t hose  of t h e  March 1985 Cur ren t  Popu la t i on  Survey (CPS); and u s i n g  month ly  
da ta  on sources o f  income t o  c a r r y  ou t  a l o n g i t u d i n a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  t r a n s i t i o n s  
t o  and f rom d i f f e r e n t  sources o f  income and program p a r t i c i p a t i o n  by race. As 
p a r t  o f  t h i s  research, a  workshop was 9e ld  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin i n  
August f o r  a n a l y s t s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  us i ng  SIPP da ta  f o r  research  on m i n o r i t i e s .  
The p r i n c i p a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r  i s  Reynolds Far ley .  



Two o t h e r  J o i n t  S t a t i s t i c a l  Agreements a re  under development: The f i r s t  JSA 
i n  process i s  w i t h  George Washington U n i v e r s i t y .  The t i t l e  o f  t h e  work i s  
"Risk  Ana l ys i s  o f  a  F i l e  Match ing Problem." The research w i l l  p r o v i d e  an 
i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  p o t e n t i  a1 r e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  r i s k s  f o r  survey respondents due 
t o  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r eco rd  p o p u l a t i o n  f i l e s .  It w i l l  a l s o  
p r o v i d e  a  p r e l  i m i  nary  assessment o f  t h e  vu l  ne rab i  1  i ty  o f  Census Bureau pub1 i c- 
use mic roda ta  f i l e s  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  d i s c l o s u r e  as a  r e s u l t  o f  match ing method- 
01 og ies.  The p r i n c i p a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r  i s  Lance Hoffman. 

The second JSA i n  process i s  w i t h  Duke U n i v e r s i t y .  The t i t l e  o f  t h e  work i s  
"Ana lys is  o f  Data f o r  t h e  Aged Popu la t i on  i n  t h e  1984 SIPP L o n g i t u d i n a l  Data 
F i l es . "  S p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  goa ls  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  a r e  t o  analyze p o s s i b l e  b iases 
i n  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  m o r t a l i t y  r e p o r t s  i n  SIPP r e l a t i v e  t o  n a t i o n a l  m o r t a l i t y  
s t a t i s t i c s ;  t o  examine t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  sample a t t r i t i o n  f o r  aged subpopulat ions 
across waves and assess t h e  impact o f  impu ta t i on  and we igh t i ng  s t r a t e g i e s  on 
p r e c i s i o n  and nonsampling e r r o r ;  and t o  eva lua te  t h e  impact of s e l f  vs. proxy 
r e p o r t i n g  on core  SIPP i tems across waves f o r  t h e  aged popu la t ion .  The 
p r i n c i p a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  a re  L a r r y  Corder and Ken Manton. 

Research and Eva lua t i on  w i t h i n  t h e  Census Bureau 

Pat Doyle (Mathemati ca P o l i c y  Research) was awarded an American S t a t i s t i c a l  
Associ a t i  on/Nat iona l  Science Foundation/Census Bureau F e l l  owship i n  1986. 
Ms. Doy le ' s  work i s  scheduled t o  be completed by e a r l y  1988. She i s  s t udy ing  
t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  SIPP t o  analyze s e r i a l  program p a r t i c i p a t i o n  over  a  t w e l v e  
month p e r i o d  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  on t r a n s i t i o n s  among m u l t i p l e  b e n e f i t  ca tego r i es ,  
t h e  sequence o f  these  t r a n s i t i o n s ,  and t h e  l e n g t h  of t i m e  between t r a n s i t i o n s .  

He id i  Hartmann (Na t i ona l  Academy o f  Sciences) was awarded an American S t a t i s -  
t i c a l  Associ a t i o n / N a t i o n a l  Science Foundation/Census Bureau F e l l  owship i n  1986. 
Ms. Hartmann's work i s  scheduled t o  be completed by e a r l y  1988. She i s  s tudy-  
i n g  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which an i nc rease  i n  t h e  number o f  hours  worked inp roves  t h e  
economi c  s i t u a t i o n  o f  female-household fami 1  i e s .  Ms. Hartmann i s  co -au thor ing  
a  paper w i t h  Dr. Martha Hi11 ( I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Soc ia l  Research lUn ives r i t y  o f  
Mich igan)  on t h i s  t o p i c  f o r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  a t  t h e  meet ings o f  t h e  American 
Economi c  Assoc ia t i on  t h i  s  December. 

P a t r i c i a  Ruggles (Urban I n s t i t u t e )  was se lec ted  as an American S t a t i s t i c a l  
Associ a t i o n / N a t i o n a l  Science Foundation/Census Bureau F e l l  ow f o r  1987/1988. 
She w i l l  be work ing  on a  p r o j e c t  e n t i t l e d  "Shor t - te rm F l u c t u a t i o n s  i n  Income 
and T h e i r  Impacts on Pover ty  Rates and Pover ty  T r a n s i t i o n s  as measured i n  t h e  
SIPP." 

Under t h e  new In te ragency  Research Fe l l owsh ip  program, two a n a l y s t s  f rom t h e  
Economic Research Serv ice  a t  t h e  Department o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  have c rea ted  a  
SIPP e x t r a c t  f i l e  which t hey  a re  c u r r e n t l y  ana l yz i ng  t o  assess t h e  economic 
w e l l - b e i n g  of r e s i d e n t s  o f  nonmet ropo l i tan  areas. 

The S l  PP Record Check Study i s  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  response qua1 i t y  issues  i n  -sIPP 
th rough  a  case-by-case comparison o f  SIPP da ta  and admini  s t r a t i  ve r e c o r d  
i n f o rma t i on  on Pel 1  Grant r e c i p i e n t s ,  C i  v i  1  Se rv i ce  Ret i rement  r e c i p i e n t s ,  
r e c i p i e n t s  o f  Supplemental S e c u r i t y  Income, and Veterans compensation and pen- 
s i o n  r e c i p i e n t s ,  A id  t o  Fami 1  i es w i t h  Dependent C h i l d r e n  (AFDC) , Unemployment 



Compensation, and Food Stamp r e c i p i e n t s ,  i n  f o u r  s ta tes .  The i n p u t  f i l e s  
f rom t h e  va r i ous  s t a t e  and federa l  agencies a re  be ing  re fo rma t t ed  f o r  match ing 
t o  t h e  SIPP da ta  se t .  Some p r e l i m i n a r y  r e s u l t s  have been presented a t  t h e  
S t a t i s t i c s  Canada's I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Symposi um on S t a t i s t i c a l  Uses o f  Admini s t r -  
a t i v e  Data (November 23-25, 1987) i n  a  paper by J.  Moore and K. Marquis (1987). 

Other Research and Eva lua t i on  Work i n  Progress:  1) The Popu la t i on  D i v i s i o n  
has an ongoing program o f  e v a l u a t i o n  f o r  b o t h  co re  and t o p i c a l  module data.  
Analys ts  examine- da ta  i tems i n  t h e i  r area o f  e x p e r t i s e  f o r  nonresponse r a t e s  
and compare weighted es t ima tes  f rom SIPP w i t h  comparable es t imates  from o t h e r  
da ta  sources. A l l  r e l eased  SIPP da ta  undergo an eva lua t i on ,  and ana l ys t s  w r i t e  
a  b r i e f  r e p o r t  which d iscusses t h e i r  eva lua t i on ;  2)  t h e  q u a l i t y  p r o f i l e  which 
p r i m a r i  l y  focussed on p o t e n t i a l  sources o f  nonsampl i n g  e r r o r  and what i s  known 
about t h e i r  e f f e c t s  on SIPP es t imates  was pub l i shed  as SIPP Working Paper 
No. 8708; 3 )  Type A r a t e s  f rom t h e  1987 Panel a re  be ing  analyzed f o r  t h e  
e f f e c t s  o f  p r e s e n t i n g  token  g i f t s  t o  respondents. A summary r e p o r t  i d e n t i f y i n g  
t h e  soc i  o-economi c  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  households by response s t a t u s  i s  be ing  
prepared; 4 )  Research on asse t  and l i a b i l i t y  va lues revea led  no s i g n i f i c a n t  
e f f e c t  on u n i v a r i  a t e  s t a t i s t i c s  f rom feeding-back p r e v i o u s l y  ob ta ined  i n f o r -  
mat ion  t o  respondents;  A research  paper prepared f o r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  a t  t h e  1987 
meet ings of t h e  American S t a t i s t i c a l  Assoc ia t i on  i s  ava i  l ab le - - "An  Ana lys is  o f  
t h e  SIPP Asset and L i a b i l i t y  Feedback Exper iment"  by Enr ique  Lamas and Jack 
McNei 1  ; 5 )  Research i n t o  macro leve l  e f f e c t s  o f  t r a n s i t i o n s  cont inues.  P re l  i - 
minary  work i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  f o r  AFDC and food  stamp r e c i p i e n c y  these es t imates  
may no t  be s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t e d  by nonsampl i ng e r r o r .  

Other 

The Soc ia l  S e c u r i t y  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  (SSA) i s  f und ing  a  f e a s i b i l i t y  s tudy f o r  
an add-on t o  t h e  SIPP. Ca l l ed  t h e  D isab led  Bene f i c i a r y .  Add-on, t h e  supple- 
ment, when c l ea red  by t h e  O f f i c e  o f  Management and Budget, w i l l  be admin is te red  
d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  waves o f  t h e  1988 Panel. SSA w i l l  s e l e c t  a  sample of 
1200 cases c o n s i s t i n g  o f  persons who a re  c u r r e n t l y  SSA d i s a b i l i t y  b e n e f i t  
r e c i  p i e n t s ,  p rev ious  SSA d i  sab i  1  i ty  b e n e f i t  r e c i p i e n t s  whose b e n e f i t s  have 
been te rmina ted ,  o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  who a p p l i e d  f o r  b e n e f i t s  b u t  were denied. 
Members of t h i s  supplementary sample w i l l  be asked a l l  o f  t h e  SIPP ques t ions  
i n  a  wave p l u s  an a d d i t i o n a l  module o f  more d e t a i l e d  economic and l a b o r  fo rce  
s t a t u s  ques t ions .  I n  November, t h e  OMB denied t h e  reques t  t o  conduct t h i s  
f e a s i b i l i t y  s tudy,  c i t i n g  a  l a c k  o f  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  u s i n g  a  non -na t i ona l l y  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  sampl ing f rame f o r  t h i s  study. 

Record 1  ayout s  and documentat ion have been r e c e i  ved from t h e  Soci a1 S e c u r i t y  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  (SSA) f o r  t h e  SIPP-SSA Exact Match P r o j e c t .  We w i l l  be l i n k i n g  
SSA a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  da ta  w i t h  da ta  con ta ined  i n  t h e  1984 SIPP l o n g i t u d i n a l  
research  f i l e  and t h e  t o p i c a l  modules f r om  Waves 3 and 4. 
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FIGlJRE 3.2 - Tr3PICAL MODIJLES FOR THE 1984 PANEL 

I nt. 
Month 

Jan- 
AP r 

May - 
Aug 

Sept- 
Dec 

r 

I Wave 

1983-1984 

Topical  Module 

(Oct-Jan) 
No top i ca l  modules 

3 I ~ e a l t h  and D i s a b i l i t y  
Educat ion and 

Work H i s t o r y  

2 
I 

I 4 Assets and L i a b i l i t i e s  
I Pension P lan  Coverage 

Job f r a n  Which Ret i red  
R e t i  r m e n t  Plans 
She l te r  Costs and 

Energy llsage 

(Feb-Apr) 
No t o p i c a l  modules 

1 T o ~ i c a l  Module 

/ ~ u ~ ~ o r t  f o r  Non-Hotrsehold 
1 Members 
Reasons fo r  Not Working/ 

Resewat i o n  Wage 
Chi1 d Care Arrangements 

and Expenses 
We1 f are Hi s to ry  
Work-Related Expenses 

Annual Income 
Taxes 
Enpl oyee Renef i t s  
Educational F i  nanci ng 

and Enrol lment 
Tra in ing  Questions 

IAssets and L i a b i l i t i e s  
Pens i o n  Plan Coverage 

wave1 Topical  Module 
1 I 
Support f o r ,  Non-Household ( 

Members 
Household Pelat  ionships 
M a r i t a l  Y i s t ~ r y  
F e r t i l  i t y  H i  s to ry  
M ig ra t i on  Hi s to ry  

i I 
I 

I  an-~ar) i 

Annual Income 
Taxes 
Empl oyee 3enef i t s 
Educational F i  nanci ng 

and Enrol lment 
T r a i  n i  nq Quest ions 



F I G l l R E  1 . 3  - T O P I C A L  MODULES FOR THE 1955 P A N E L  

I n t e r r  i ew 
D d t  es kdve F l x e d  T o p i c a l  Msdu le  V a r i a b l e  T o p i c a l  Module 

t e ~  85- 1 None 
Mdy 115 

June 85-  2 Nune 
Aug 85  

Sept 85-  3 Assets  
Dec 8 5  L i d b i l l  t i e s  

4 M a r i t a l  H i s t o r y  Household R e l a t i o n s h i p s  
J a n  85- F e r t i l i t y  H i s t o r y  Suppor t  f o r  Non-Househol d  
Apr 86 M i j r d !  i o n  H i s t o r y  Members 

Work I t e l a t e d  Expenses 

5 Annual I ncane 
Taxes 

I l i r j  86 -  I n d i  v i ~ l u a l  R e t i  r s n e r ~ t  
A u y  86 Accourits 

E d u c a t i o n d l  F i  nanc i  ng 
and E n r o l  l lnent  

5 c g t  d o -  
Dec 66 

Chi l d  Care Arrangelr~cnts 
C h i l d  Suppor t  A y r e e ~ l ~ e n t s  
Suppor t  f o r  Non-Househol d 

Members 
Job O f f e r s  
H e a l t h  S t a t u s  and  U t i l  i d a t i o n  

o f  H e d l t h  Care Se rv i ces  
Lony-Tenn i a r e  
D i s d b i l i t y  S t a t u s  o f  C h i l J r e n  

J ~ I I  81- 
Apr 87 

7 A S S ~ C S  
L i a b i l i t i e s  

Pens ion  P l a n  Coverage 
Lump Sum D i s t r i b u t i o n s  f rom 

Pens ion  P lans  
C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  Job f r o ~ n  

wh ich  R e t i r e d  
C h d r a c t e r i S t i c S  o f  Home 
F i nanc i  ny A r r a n y a ~ ~ e n t s  

8 Annual I n c m e  
Taxes 

Mdy 81- 1 n d i  v i d u d l  Ret i r e r ~ e n t  
Aug 87 Accounts  

E d u c a t i o n a l  F i n a n c i n g  
dnd E n r o l  l lnent  



F I G U R E  3 . 4  - T O P I C A L  M O D U L E S  FOR THE 1986 PANEL 

I n t e r v i e w  
Dates Wave F i x e d  Top ica l  Module V a r i a b l e  Top ica l  Module 

Feb 86- 1 None None 
May 86 

June 86- 
Sept 86 

2 F e r t i l i t y  H i s t o r y  
Mar l  t a l  H i s t o r y  
M i g r a t t o n  ~i s t o r y  
Rec ip iency H i s t o r y  
Employment Hi s t o r y  
York D i s a b i l i t y  H i s t o r y  
Educa t i on  and J r a i n i  ng I personal  H i s t o r y  

H i s t o r y  
Fami ly  Background 
Household R e l a t i o n s h i p s  1 

3 C h i l d  Care Arrangements 
C h i l d  Suppor t  Agreements 

Oct 86- 
Dec 86 

A ob O f f e r s  
e a l t h  S t a t u s  and U t i l i z a t i o n  
o f  H e a l t h  Care Serv ices 

Long-Term Care 
D i s a b i l i  t y  S t a t u s  of C h i l d r e n  

4 Assets  Pension P l a n  coverage) 
L i a b i l i t i e s  ' Lump Sum 0 i s t r r b ~ : r o n s  

f r a n  Penslon Plans 
Jan 87- C h a r a c t e r l s t l c s  o f  Job from 
Apr 97 which R e t i r e s  

C h a r a c t e r l s t l c s  o f  Home 
F inanc ing  A r rangmen ts  

May 87- 
Aug 87 

5 Annual lncane 
Taxes 
I n d i v i d u a l  Ret i rement  

Accounts 
Educat iona l  F inanc ing  

and Enro l  1  ment 

6 C h i l d  Care Arrangements 
Chi1 d  Suppor t  Agreements 
- h p p o r t  f o r  ~ o n h o u s e h o l  d 

Sept 87- 
Dec 87 

~ ~ ' M e m b e t s  
York Re la ted  Expenses 
Housi no Costs 

Jan 88 - 7 Assets  
A p r i l  88 L i a b i l i t i e s  

may 08 - 8 Annual Income 
Aug 88 1 axes 

I n d i v i d u a l  R e t i  r m e n t  
Accounts 

Educa t i ona l  F i  nanci  ng 
and Enro l lmen t  



F I G U R E  3.5 - T O P I C A L  MODULES FOR THE 1987 P A N E L  * 
-- 

I n t e r v i e w  
Dates Udve F i x e d  T o p i c a l  Module V a r i a b l e  T o p i c a l  Module 

Feb 87- 1 None None 

June 87- 
Sept  87 

2 F e r t  i l i t y  H i  s t o r y  
M a r i t a l  H i  s t o r y  
M i g r a t i o n  H t s t o r y  
Rec i  p i  ency H i  s t o r y  
Employment H i  s t o r y  
Work D i  s a b i  1 i t y  H i s  t o r y  
E d u c a t i o n  and T r a i n i n g  

H i  s t o r y  
F a m i l y  Background 
Household R e l a t l o n s h l p s  

Persona l  t i 1  s t ~ r y  

O c t  87- 
J a n  88 

C h l l d  Care  Arrangements 
C h i l d  Suppor t  Agreements 
Suppor t  f o r  Nonhousehold 

Members 
Work R e l a t e d  Expenses 
Hous ing  Cos ts  
Energy Usage 

F e b  88- 
May 8a 

4 A s s e t s  
L i a b i l i t i e s  

P e n s i o n  P l a n  Coverage 
Lump Sum D i s t r i b u t i o n s  

f r o m  P e n s i o n  P l a n s  
C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  Job 

f r o m  wh ich  R e t i r e s  
C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  Home 
F i  nanc i  nq Arrangements 

June  83- 
Sept 88 

5 Annual I ncane 
Taxes 
I n d i v i d u a l  R e t i  r a n e n t  

Accoun ts  
E d u c a t i o n a l  F i  nanc i  ng 

and E n r o l  lmen t  

Oct  88- 
J a n  89 

To b e  d e t e r m i n e d  i n  1387 

Feb 89- 7 • - 
Hay 89 

I 

8 Annual  1 ncome 
Taxes 

June  89- I n d f v i d u a l  R e t i r e m e n t  
S e p t  89 Accoun ts  

E d u c a t i o n a l  F i n a n c i n g  
and E n r o l  l ~ n e n t  -- 

*The shor t  wave ( interviews of three  out of four ro ta t ion  groups) was 
el  iminated beginning w i t h  the 1987 Panel . 



ATTACHMENT 2 

TABLE 1 

HOUSEHOLD NON INTERV IEW RATES AND SAMPLE LOSS 

1984 SIPP Househol d Noni n t e r v i  ew 1985 SIPP Househol d Noni n t e r v i  ew 
Rates and Sample Loss Rates and Sample Loss 

Type A Type D Sample 
Wave Rate  Rate  Loss 11 - 

1986 S I P P  Household N o n i n t e r v i e w  
Rates and Sample Loss 

Type A Type D Sample 
Wave Ra te  Ra te  Loss IJ - 

Type A Type D Sample 
Wave Rate  Rate  Loss 11 - - 

1987 SIPP Household Noni n t e r v i  ew 
Rates and Sample Loss 

Type A Type D Sample 
Wave - Rate Ra te  Loss 1 1  

l / T h e  sample l o s s  r a t e  c o n s i s t s  o f  c u m u l a t i v e  non i  n t e r v i e w  r a t e s  a d j u s t e d  - 
f o r  unobserved g rowth  i n  t h e  t y p e  A n o n i n t e r v i e w  u n i t  ( c r e a t e d  by s p l i t s ) .  



TABLE 2  

Response Pa t t e rns  f o r  Ori g i  na l  Sample Persons 
(100-1 eve1 ) 11 

Response every  i n t e r v i  ew Number Per Cent 
( 8  i n t e r v i  w s )  

P a t t e r n :  x x x x x x x x  32192 7 3.0% 

A t t r i t i o n  Cases 
Pa t t e rns  : X X X X X X X O  

XXXXXX00 
XXXXX000 
XXXX0000 
XXX00000 
XX000000 
X0000000 

A l l  o t h e r  Pa t t e rns  3723 8.5% 

To ta l  44088 

11' The un i ve r se  f o r  t h e  t a b l e  c o n s i s t s  o f  a l l  persons e l i g i b l e  f o r  e i g h t  - 
i n t e r v i  ws i n  t h e  1984 SIPP Panel and f o r  whom a  personal  i n t e r v i e w  was 
conducted ( e i t h e r  s e l f  o r  proxy i n t e r v i e w )  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  wave o f  t h e  
1984 SIPP Panel. The symbol " X "  rep resen ts  a  successful  i n t e r v i e w  and 
t h e  symbol "0" represen ts  no i n t e r v i e w  ( e i t h e r  no household i n t e r v i e w  
o r  no personal  i n t e r v i e w ) .  



TABLE 3 

Number o f  M i ss i  ng I n t e r v i e w s  f o r  O r i g i n a l  Sample Persons 
(100-1 eve1 ) V 

Number o f  I n t e r -  
- views M iss i ng  

Number o f  
Persons Per Cent 

To ta l  44088 100.0% 

1/The un i ve r se  f o r  t h e  t a b l e  c o n s i s t s  o f  a l l  persons e l i g i b l e  f o r  e i g h t  - 
i n t e r v i e w s  i n  t h e  1984 SIPP Panel and f o r  whom a  personal  i n t e r v i e w  was 
conducted ( e i t h e r  s e l f  o r  p roxy  i n t e r v i e w )  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  wave of t h e  
1984 S I P P  Panel. 




