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Advisory Committee on Voluntary Foreign Aid

Fact Sheet

The Advisory Conmmttee on Voluntary Foreign Aid (ACVFA) was
est abli shed by Presidential directive after World War Il to serve
as a link between the U S. Governnent and private voluntary
organi zations (PVGs) active in humanitarian assistance and
devel opment work overseas. Conprised of 24 private citizens with
extensive know edge of international developnent, ACVFA hel ps
provi de the underpinning for cooperation between the public and
private sectors in U S. foreign assistance prograns.

As stated in its charter, the Advisory Commttee's role is:

To consult with, provide information to, and advise the
Agency for International Developnment (USAID) and other
U.S. Covernnent agencies on devel opnent issues relating
to foreign assistance in which the U 'S, CGovernnent and
PVGs interact;

To provide information and counsel to the PVO community
on issues of concern regarding their relations with USAI D
and other U S. Governnent agencies; and

To foster public interest in the field of voluntary
foreign aid and in PVO activities.

ACVFA neetings provide opportunities for information exchange and
consul tation between USAID and other governnental agencies and
t he nongovernnental comunity. The Conmttee brings together
USAID and PVO officials, representatives from universities,
i nternational non- gover nient al or gani zati ons (NGOs) , u. S
busi nesses, and gover nnent, multil ateral, and private
organi zations to foster understanding, conmmuni cat i on, and
cooperation. The neetings focus on tinely topics selected froma
wi de range of issues and challenges that affect the relationship
between the official foreign assistance program and the private
vol untary conmmunity. Fol l owi ng these deliberations, the ACVFA
provi des specific recomendati ons to the USAI D Admi ni strator.

ACVFA nenbers are appointed by the USAID Adm nistrator for terns
of varying lengths up to three years. Menbers enbody diverse
perspectives and experience, and are experts on private voluntary

organi zations and international devel opnent including PVO
conparative advantages in relief and devel opnent, aspects of PVO
programm ng, and the relationship of PVOs wth USAID. The
menbers serve wi thout conpensation. Public neetings are held

three tinmes per year.

For nore information on the Advisory Commttee for Voluntary
Foreign Aid, please contact Noreen O Meara, ACVFA Executive
Director, in the Ofice of Private and Voluntary Cooperation
(PVQ) at 202-712-5979, poneara@said.govj ACVFA neeting reports
are available after each public neeting. For copies of these
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reports and other ACVFA publications, please contact the ACVFA
Di rector or visit t he ACVFA website at
www. usai d. gov/ hum response/ pvc/ acvfadir. htm .
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