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Shelter and Settlements (S&S) 
 

OBJECTIVE 
USAID/OFDA’s S&S strategy is designed to provide adequate, habitable, safe, and secure shelter in 
an expeditious and appropriate manner in countries affected by natural disasters and humanitarian 
crises, cognizant of Sphere Project and USAID/OFDA guidelines, as well as natural and other factors, 
which may require some degree of mitigation.  

 

APPROACH   
USAID/OFDA emphasizes the use of market-based assessments of damage and need to better 
gauge impacts, resources, and opportunities.  Interventions based on these assessments are 
designed to address the needs of the most vulnerable among affected populations, which might 
require technical assistance, rather than a reliance on self-help capacity.  Where possible and 
appropriate, emphasis will be placed on community-based approaches and use of local materials and 
labor, to enhance prospects for sustainability, cost-effectiveness, and livelihood generation. 
   
USAID/OFDA will also:  

 
• Continue to integrate hazard mitigation into S&S interventions, to include training programs 

where possible and appropriate, enhance prospects that interventions reduce long-term 
hazard risk in affected settlements, and engage with development entities, such as USAID 
bureaus and missions, World Bank, U.N. Human Settlements Program (U.N. HABITAT), and 
U.N. Development Program (UNDP), to better integrate hazard mitigation concerns into 
development policy;  

• Continue to support shelter interventions that feature a settlements approach, allowing 
identification of, and linkages with, other sectors, particularly agriculture and food security, 
livelihoods, protection, and water, sanitation, and hygiene; and 

• Continue to work with Emergency Shelter, Camp Management, and Early Recovery Cluster 
stakeholders on policy and technical issues to enhance organizational capacity and highlight 
transition concerns. 

 

ON THE HORIZON   
Upcoming S&S activities for USAID/OFDA include participation on peer review panels, such as 
revision of Sphere Project and plastic sheeting guidelines, and support for a North American shelter 
sector network, which further builds on the September 2006 USAID/OFDA and InterAction Workshop 
on Shelter and Settlements.  Other initiatives include support of an electronic “scrapbook” of Better 
Shelter Practices to provide specific, project-based information on humanitarian shelter activities. 
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