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A square in Old Havana; USAID's
Cuba program promotes Cuba’s
transition to a democratic, market-
oriented society.

CUBA SNAPSHOT

Date of independence: 1902
Population: 11.3 million (2007)
Income per capita: $3,900 (yr)
Source: World Bank

U.S. Agency for International Development
www.usaid.gov

OVERVIEW

Increasingly active,
vibrant and modern B

day factors are L e B

permeating the fabric ., .

of Cuban society. o ' g M 8
The challenges I, -
progressive, -
increasingly vocal
Cuban civil society actors face are great, given that decades of Communist
rule have atrophied Cuba's economy and social structures. Despite
continuing political oppression, Cubans are increasingly aware of the
promising possibilities for broader social and economic advancement and
many are seeking sustained USG encouragement and support during this
critical juncture in their country’s history.

PROGRAMS

The USAID Cuba Program is promoting Cuba’s transition to a democratic,
market-oriented society. For over ten years, more than 35 U.S. organiza-
tions, primarily Universities and NGOs, have collaborated closely with
USAID and other international partners to support Cuba's transition pro-
gram, and carry out the following:

Build Solidarity with Cuba’s Human Rights Community

USAID grantees have delivered food and medicine to families of political
prisoners and other victims of repression in Cuba. Grantees provided in-
dependent libraries with books, newsletters, videos and other information
materials, as well as office equipment and other materials.

Provide a Voice to Cuba’s Independent Journalists

USAID grantees facilitate the publishing and distribution of more than hun-
dreds of books, DVDs, and independent news reports. NGO community
leaders and journalists have distributed more than 350,000 newsletters in
Cuba. More than 100 independent journalists have also taken numerous
journalism training courses.

Provide Direct Outreach to the Cuban People

CONTINUES >



1-|||.J|

yUSAID

mﬂ_f FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

A"‘ e

CUBA

COUNTRY PROFILE CONTINUED

USAID Assistance to the Cuba Program
($in Millions)
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Office Director (Washington)
Elaine Grigsby

Tel: 202-712-4771

E-mail: egrigsby@usaid.gov

Cuba Desk Officer (Washington)
Sharon Sadler

Tel: 202-712-4953

E-mail: ssadler@usaid.gov

By 2007, USAID grants and cooperative agreements to more than 35
U.S. universities and non-governmental organizations had resulted in:

e More than 300,000 pounds of food and medicine provided to the
families of political prisoners and to other victims of repression
inside Cuba.

e More than 4 million newsletters sent to Cuban households and
more than 700,000 sent to e- mail addresses on the island.

¢ More than 26,000 short-wave radios, with rechargeable batteries
and re-chargers provided to the Cuban people.

e More than 100,000 books, videos, and DVDs have been pro-
vided to Cuba’s independent libraries and to other independent
organizations on the island.

e More than 20,000 reports from Cuba’s independent journalists
distributed worldwide via the internet. Correspondence training
provided to more than 100 independent journalists in Cuba.

PLANNING FOR TRANSITION

Program activities included providing training in international and hu-
man rights law, nonviolent, advocacy campaigning, and the development
of Cuban professional skills that can be deployed in a post-transition envi-
ronment.

Creating associations with international partners is also increasing Cu-
ban democratic awareness and appreciation of the many social, political
and economic challenges and opportunities associated with navigating
and fostering a successful, democratic transition in Cuba.

On behalf of the American people, the U.S. Government has provided humanitarian assistance and economic development to those in

need since the Marshall Plan in 1947.



	OVERVIEW
	Increasingly active, vibrant and modern day factors are permeating the fabric of Cuban society. The challenges progressive, increasingly vocal Cuban civil society actors face are great, given that decades of Communist rule have atrophied Cuba's economy and social structures. Despite continuing political oppression, Cubans are increasingly aware of the promising possibilities for broader social and economic advancement and many are seeking sustained USG encouragement and support during this critical juncture in their country’s history.
	PROGRAMS

