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COVER: For children like Aminata and her friends
in Sama Markala, Mali, a new tax plan assures this
school year won’t be their last. Aminata’s school is
one of 1,645 that USAID helped through a small
grants program. USAID provides supplies and
trains teachers, and where there is interest, helps
secure the long-term survival of the schools by
helping parents organize associations. Parent
associations manage the schools and work with
local governments to improve education. In Sama
Markala, parents secured local tax revenue for
their community school.

PHOTO: ALEXANDRA HUDDLESTON
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Everyday, all over the world, USAID Telling Our Story utilizes a website— website and other communications
brings peace to those who endure www.usaid.gov/stories—to act as both materials. Through your stories, we will
violence, health to those who struggle a tool to help us collect stories about show that the resources of America are
with sickness, and prosperity to those this work, and as a single clearinghouse helping better the lives of people all
who live in poverty.The Telling Our Story to capture how the work of USAID around the world.

project seeks to document these is bringing hope into the lives of

) g . .. To learn more about the programs
uncounted thousands of lives that individuals, families, and communities. prog

. o featured in these success stories,
USAID touches. It is these individuals—

, To accomplish this, we need you to please contact Telling Our Story at
these uncounted lives—that are the
, share stories, photos, quotes, and facts tosinquiries@usaid.gov and visit us on
true measure of USAID’s successes and P 9 9 @ 8
regarding your work. This material will the web at www.usaid.gov/stories.

the true faces of America’s foreign

: then be featured as a part of the USAID
assistance programs.

www.usaid.gov/stories
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PHILIPPINES FISH TALES

The Philippines hosts some of the world’s most diverse coral
reefs, but its fishing industry is in decline due to habitat

destruction and unsustainable fishing practices.

USAID is helping by introducing new practices in the Danajon
Bank in Bohol; the Calamianes Islands in Palawan; the
northern coastal bay areas of Surigao del Sur; and the area
around Bongao and Tawi-Tawi. Each of these is an important

biodiversity conservation area.

The fishermen are directly involved in planning and
implementing the project, while USAID is collecting baseline
data. Together they are finding new ways to join conservation

and increased productivity.

USAID is assisting the community in
Bongao, Philippines make ends meet

by helping to implement good fishery

CLETO L. NANOLA, JR

management.

www.usaid.gov/stories
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RUSSIA: ADOPTS NEW METHODS OF
PRENATAL AND INFANT CARE

Thirteen years after the demise of the Soviet Union, the
Russian health sector still faces major challenges. To address
some maternal and child health problems, USAID programs
are encouraging breast feeding, training hospital staff and

involving family more directly in child birth.

At USAID project sites, breastfeeding has increased by half
and repeat abortions have been reduced. Recognizing USAID’s
success, UNICEF now gives “Baby-Friendly Hospital”
certifications to facilities that follow program guidelines.
USAID methods are also being incorporated into medical
school curricula, and hospitals are learning to save funds to

improve conditions in delivery rooms.

Breastfeeding increased by more than

50 percent and women were more than

40 percent more likely to want family

participation in the birth process.

JOHN SNOW INC.

www.usaid.gov/stories
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USAID/ANGOLA

HOOP DREAMS IN ANGOLA

Lito Elias is a 15-year-old with bright eyes and a shy smile.
Although he probably once had polio, he believes a “fitzero”

(wizard) cursed him and left him unable to use his legs.

But Lito is a force on the basketball court, thanks to the
wheelchair USAID’s Sports for Life Program gave him.
Spinning and popping wheelies between quarters, he is an

aggressive and popular player.

The wheelchair has also helped at school. He wants to be a
doctor and often dreams of representing his home province,

Moxico, in a national wheelchair basketball competition.

D
-\

www.usaid.gov/stories
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NEW IRAQI'CURRENCY " .. - %'
CELEBRATES THE.PEOPLE - - .-"

Saddam Hussein ran Iraq’s printing presses wheneile‘r,-‘

.
-
.

he needed cash. Naturally, this led te high inflation and :
plummeting living standards. In late 2003, USAID, working with the
Coalition Provisional Authority and the Tréasury D’eﬁa'rtment,
introduced a new currency and put 4.62 trillion new’dir{a'réw‘into -
circulation. The new dinar pays tribute to the Iragi nation and its
history. Along with a reform of the banking system, USAID is
helping develop an independent central bank, new trade laws, and
a modern commercial code.The new currency is used throughout

the nation and has not only held its value, but gained strength.

An Iragi woman shows the new
currency of her country side-by-
side with the old currency that
featured a prominent portrait
of Saddam Hussein.

A stable Ir:

| will encoura
interested in t
raq and businesses wantin

to invest in the c¢

www.usaid.gov/stories

USAID/ THOMAS HARTWELL
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“OPENING DOORS”
SAVES GIRLS FROM EXCLUSION

Melissa and Melisia were the first two girls from their
Peruvian town to register for school. There they encountered
two very new challenges—learning Spanish and interacting

with the male students.

But both Quechua-speaking girls benefited from a unique
USAID program called Opening Doors, which promotes
bilingual education, trains teachers and encourages girls’
education in 150 Peruvian communities. Within three years,

Melissa and Melisia had completed fourth grade and were fully

integrated into their schools. Furthermore, due to their
parents’ and teachers’ support, the girls formed a musical

duet and perform in nearby communities.

The project helped to improve primary education and health

conditions of students, promote early education, strengthen
regional planning capacities, and encourage democratic

principles in schools, families and communities.

TELLING OUR STORY
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USAID/BOLIVIA

VACCINATION
CAMPAIGN

When USAID officers
discovered that a third of the
infants in El Alto, Bolivia had
not been not fully vaccinated
against pertussis, tetanus, polio,
hepatitis B, and Hemophilus
influenza B meningitis, they
approached the Ministry of
Health and local health care

officials about the matter.

The result was a vaccination

campaign. Neighborhood

committees trained
“manzaneras”—Ilocal N,
women—to go door-to-door

and educate parents about

vaccination. During the

campaign, over 5,000 children
received doses of the vaccine,

raising the rate of fully

Young child in El Alto, Bolivia
holds balloons that are a part of
a successful immunization
campaign against childhood
diseases.

www.usaid.gov/stories
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“CLEAN TOWN OF KOUNGHEUL”

The Senegalese town of Koungheul had long been troubled by
unsanitary conditions. There was no sewage system or
garbage dump.VWaste disposal was haphazard. Efforts to
improve conditions were blocked by a lack of coordination,

communication, and leadership.

In 2003, however, a new administration began working with
USAID to raise public awareness of sanitation issues and
organize community meetings on the subject. This led to the
“Clean Town of Koungheul” initiative and a community

management structure.

Today, thanks to Koungheul’s new sense of shared
responsibility, there is less litter, households bag their garbage,

and puddles are filled with sand.

6 ‘ African tradition delegates cleanliness

to women, but to make sanitation
sustainable, you need the commitment
and participation of the entire population
and its local officials. ’ ,

Dr. Djir Diagne, chief physician

www.usaid.gov/stories
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6 ‘ The great interest of teachers and

students significantly contributed to the

successes of the Green Schools. , ’

Gasa Knezevic, Minister of Education and Sport

VESNA BAKIC

SERBIAN STUDENTS PROMOTE
ENERGY EFFICIENCY

Serbia long suffered from Soviet-style industrial production
and environmental neglect. The Balkan Wars delayed change
and added to the problems. By 2001, the country faced critical

electrical shortages.

In response, USAID launched the innovative Green Schools
program.This introduces energy and environmental
education—as well as conservation programs—into schools
in southern Serbia. Some 10,000 pupils and 800 teachers have
taken part. In Razanj, for example, students put on a series of
plays, which drew students and parents from neighboring
villages. Now, both the school and the people of Razanj are
working together on environmental protection and energy

conservation.

www.usaid.gov/stories
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TRAINING OPENS MANY DOORS

Jordan’s Zeinab Momani was unable to attend university, so
when her brother told her about a USAID business program,

she jumped at the opportunity.

After conducting a feasibility study and a market needs
assessment, Zeinab obtained a loan and opened a nursery and
kindergarten in her village. Today, she has |10 students

enrolled and she employs nine women.

By starting her own business, Zeinab felt she was “changing
the stereotypical image of women and proving to those
around me that the Jordanian woman is capable of
participating in the social and economic development if she

has the opportunity.”

6 6 When | completed the training,
| felt like a new woman. , 9

Zeinab Momani

N

USAID/JORDAN

www.usaid.gov/stories




TOS ‘05 Calendar pg 15-28.gxp 03/01/2005

U.S. Federal Holiday

Pay
Period 18 Labor Day

| Pay I National Holiday
Period 19 St. Kitts and Nevis
National Holiday

Chile

25 26

12:31 PM Page 7

National Holiday
Swaziland

13

20

27

National Holiday
Brazil

14

2 National Holiday
Belize, Malta

28

National Holiday 2
Uzbekistan, Slovakia

I National Holiday I National Holiday
Costa Rica, El Salvador, Mexico, Papua New Guinea
Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua

2 National Holiday 2 National Holiday
Mali Saudi Arabia

29 30 s

3

National Holiday
Qatar

24

National Holiday
Guinea-Bissau



TOS ‘05 Calendar pg 15-28.gxp 03/01/2005 12:31 PM Page 8

CAIP KYRGYZSTAN STAFF

Students_E help to
carry new sports
" equipment into
the newly
refurbished gym.

needs of the people. ’ 9

Imam Anvarjan Kadyraﬂ&g

www.usaid.gov/stories
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USAID/BOLIVIA

FOOD FOR BOLIVIAN STUDENTS

Many poor children in Bolivia depend on the food they
receive at school for their only reliable meal of the day.
Today, more than 584,000 students—almost half Bolivia’s

public school enrollment—benefit from this system.

By including bananas and passion fruit in the school meals,
USAID has added important nutrients to the students’
diets and provided a reliable source of income for
thousands of farmers who have renounced coca production

and supply the schools 100 metric tons of bananas and More than 584.000 students
’

passion fruit every week. , .
(or 47 percent of the country’s public

school enrollment) are benefiting from

the USAID school feeding program.

TELLING OUR STORY
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\“ | joined this program thinking of my

brother who died last year in a terrible

car crash together with three of his

friends. | want to ensure that others

\

stand a better chance. ’ ,

Radu Cristian Dumitru

" EMERGENCY

ASSISTANCE

Rural parts of Romania’s Sibiu
County have little access to
hospitals and ambulance service.
USAID is helping address the
need for the latter by funding
emergency crews in two local

firefighting departments.

The program trains firefighters to

use specialized equipment and give

- emergency care before an

ambulance can arrive. One team is

' equipped to international standards,

giving a cardiac arrest case from
the countryside the same chance
of survival an urban case has.The
team also responds to traffic
accidents and provides first aid until

an ambulance comes and patients

Radu Cristian Dumitru, 24, one of
the ten members of the emergency
team in Dumbraveni, Romania
stands near a new ambulance
financed by USAID.

www.usaid.gov/stories
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