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Millennium Promise Partners with Volunteers for Prosperity
Collaboration to Help Reduce Global Poverty by Utilizing Skilled American Volunteers Overseas
Washington, DC - The Office of Volunteers for Prosperity (VfP Office) at the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) and Millennium Promise Alliance, a leading anti-poverty organization, have agreed to combine efforts to help reduce global poverty by utilizing American professionals as volunteers abroad.  
“We intend to support Millennium Promise’s noble mission to end extreme poverty in communities throughout Africa by helping to recruit on their behalf the nation’s most talented professionals,” said Jack Hawkins, Director of the VfP Office.  “An important focus of VfP is the reduction of poverty around the world through the commitment of American volunteers with expertise in economic growth, education, natural resources management and agribusiness.” 
Millennium Promise’s flagship initiative, Millennium Villages takes a comprehensive approach to fighting. extreme poverty. By combining scientific and local knowledge, Millennium Villages address all the major problems that lead to extreme poverty simultaneously -- including hunger, disease, inadequate education, lack of safe drinking water, and absence of essential infrastructure -- to assist communities on their way to self-sustainable development. There are currently 78 Millennium Villages in ten countries in sub-Saharan Africa. 
To support the work of Millennium Promise, the VfP Office plans to reach out to its network of 220 partners which consists of the nation’s leading companies and non-profit organizations. The VfP Office will help to identify and recruit skilled Americans with expertise in development sectors to serve as volunteers overseas under flexible arrangements of time, duration and location.  In 2006, VfP partners deployed nearly 21,000 doctors, nurses, teachers, business persons and others. 
“By deploying skilled Americans to some of the poorest villages in Africa, volunteers see firsthand how poverty is being ended,” said Jeffrey Flug, CEO of Millennium Promise. “Perhaps even more important, villagers, who are the agents of these community-driven projects, get a chance to learn valuable skills that will help sustain growth.”
As the U.S. Government’s coordinator of President Bush’s Volunteers for Prosperity initiative (VfP), the VfP Office promotes the international voluntary service of American professionals in support of the nation’s global
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health and prosperity agenda. The initiative was established to complement the Peace Corps, which requires a longer term commitment of two full years overseas.  Service through VfP is more flexible, ranging from a week to months, or even a year and beyond.  Volunteers work under the direction of VfP partners.
Millennium Promise is a nonprofit organization that works with individuals, corporations, foundations, service organizations, faith-based groups, and citizens to unite efforts to end extreme poverty by 2025. The mission of Millennium Promise is to achieve the Millennium Development Goals - eight globally endorsed objectives that address the many aspects of extreme poverty - in Africa by 2015. To that end, Millennium Promise works with impoverished communities, national and local governments, and partner organizations to implement high-impact programs aimed at transforming lives on the continent.  For more information, please visit http://www.millenniumpromise.org/
Volunteers for Prosperity was established by Executive Order in September 2003.  VfP works with leading U.S. non-profits and companies to deploy highly skilled American professionals in volunteer opportunities that support the global health and prosperity goals of the U.S. Government.  VfP is part of the USA Freedom Corps, the White House’s coordinating council on volunteerism.  For more information, please visit www.volunteersforprosperity.gov.

###

[image: image2.jpg]VOLUNTEERS FOR PROSPERITY IS A PRESIDENTIAL INITIATIVE OF USA FREEDOM CORPS





[image: image1.jpg][image: image2.jpg]