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Proposal for 210.12 (B}
Add text in Section 210.12 (B) to read as follows:

(B) Dwelling Unit Bedrooms. All 120-volt, single phase, 15- and 20-ampere branch circuits
supplying outlets installed in dwelling unit bedrooms shall be protected by a listed arc-fault circuit
interrupter, combination type installed to provide protection of the branch circuit. An outlet on
each AFCl-protected branch circuit that supplies a smoke alarm shall include a luminaire.

Branch/feeder AFCls shall be permitted to be used to meet the requirements of 210.12(b)
until January 1, 2008.

FPN: For information on types of arc-fault circuit interrupters, see UL 1699-1999, Standard for
Arc-Fault Circuit Interrupters.

Exception: The location of the arc-fault circuit interrupters shall be permitted to be at other than
the origination of the branch circuit in compliance with (a) and (b):
(a) The arc-fault circuit interrupter installed within 1.8m (6f) of the branch circuit
overcurrent device as measured along the branch circuit conductors.
(b) The circuit conductors between the branch circuit overcurrent device and the arc-
fault circuit interrupters shall be instailed in a metal raceway or a cable with a
metallic sheath.

Statement of Problem and Substantiation for Proposal:

Substantiation — The AFC] requirements for bedroom outlets, as detailed in 210.12, include
smoke alarms that are installed in bedrooms. There has been much debate over speculation that
a smoke alarm (even with battery backup) may not be operable because of a tripped AFCI that
supplies power to the branch circuit from which the smoke alarm is supplied. A luminaire on a
circuit supplied by an AFCI could serve as an indicator that the device has tripped. See CPSC
report, Considerations for Installation of Smoke Alarms on Residential Branch Circuits, CPSC-ES-
0504, Lee and L.ee, September 2005.
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